
English  
 

In Year 8, the English schemes of work target students' speaking and listening, reading and writing skills in 
order to develop their consistency and accuracy in working towards the assessment objectives of the new 
GCSE English Language and English Literature courses. 

 

Students have nine 60-minute lessons of English per fortnight in which they are encouraged to participate 
in a variety of ways to secure their learning. Students have the opportunity to read and study fiction and 
non-fiction texts, write in different styles and for different audiences and take part in discussions, 
presentations and role plays. One of the highlights of Year 8 is the Speaking and Listening Competition in 
the  Summer Term. 
Homework is also very important in English. Students are expected to complete 30 minutes of homework 
each week to help secure their understanding and to encourage independent learning in preparation for 
their GCSEs. 

 

Assessment 
During each scheme of work, the learning objectives are made clear to the students. They are regularly 

involved in self and peer assessment and target setting. After each half termly assessment students are 

given written feedback that makes their next steps clear and achievable. 
 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 

‘Animals’ Unit: 
Fiction Reading 

To develop reading skills, 
including close examination 
of how writer’s use animals 

as symbols to explore a 
wider range of issues 

October 
2018 

Have a look at your child’s book and 
the homework they are being set. 

Are students actively engaging with 
their homework tasks and booklets? 

As your child about what they are 
reading and what they think about 

the poems and extracts being 
studied in this unit. 

‘Animals’ Unit: Non- 
Fiction Writing 

To review written accuracy 
progression against 

assessment objectives – 
particularly focusing on 

adapting language in 21st 

Century mediums 

December 
2018 

Discuss with your child how non- 
fiction writing has changed since 

your own childhood – What do they 
think are the advantages and 
disadvantages of blogs, social 

networking and online media in the 
21st Century? 

Reading Assessment 
based on a 

comparison of two 
Shakespeare 

speeches 

To examine the use of 
rhetorical devices – how do 
speakers use techniques to 
influence their audiences? 

February 
2019 

Ask your child what they have learnt 
about the connections between 

Shakespeare’s language and modern 
speeches. How do they link to the 

last reading unit? 

Speaking and 
Listening Unit 

To promote independent 
research and presentation 

skills. To encourage students 
to see the links between the 

texts they study and the 
world they live in 

April 2019 Ask your child how they are 
developing their presentation and 

what their ideas are. Encourage 
rehearsal, perhaps ask to see their 
part in the presentation. After the 

presentation, discuss how your child 
will improve their presenting skills 

for the Speaking and Listening 
Competition. 

Reading Assessment 
based on a novel 

To review progression with 
reading assessment 

objectives and ability to 
respond to a novel, with a 

particular focus on the social 
and political context of the 

novel studied 

May 2019 Perhaps compare work being 
completed now with work 

completed earlier in the year and 
ask your child how they feel they 
have improved and what they are 

doing differently now. 
Ask your child how the message of 
the novel is relevant to modern life. 
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Stockport School 

Writing Assessment 
using the novel as a 

stimulus 

To consolidate writing styles 
studied so far, and to 

improve revision, planning 
and proof-reading 

techniques so that students 
hand in the best piece of 

work possible. 
Students will also sit a 

formal exam in the hall for 
which they will have to 

revise and prepare 

June/July 
2019 

Ask your child how they are 
preparing for both of their 
assessments, the revision 

techniques they are learning and 
how you can help. 

Afterwards, ask your child what they 
felt the difference was between the 

assessment in the hall and their 
usual assessments. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


