
English  
 

In Year 7, the English schemes of work target students' speaking and listening, reading and writing skills in 
order to introduce them to the expectations and assessment objectives of English in Secondary education. 

 

Students have five one-hour lessons of English over the two week timetable during which they are 
encouraged to participate in a variety of ways to secure their learning. Students have the opportunity to 
read and study fiction and non-fiction texts, write in different styles and for different audiences and take 
part in discussions, presentations and role plays. In addition, students are given two dedicated Literacy 
lessons a fortnight in which to engage with the Accelerated Reader and Let’s Think in English programmes. 
The Year 7 calendar also features the Bookbuzz initiative supported by The Book Trust, and the Year 7 
Spelling Bee which takes place in the Summer Term. 
Homework is also very important in English. Students are expected to complete 30 minutes of homework 
each week to help secure their understanding and to encourage independent learning in preparation for 
their GCSEs. 

 
 

Assessment 
During each scheme of work, the learning objectives are made clear to the students. They are regularly 
involved in self and peer assessment and target setting. After each half termly assessment students are 
given written feedback that makes their next steps clear and achievable. 

 
 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 

Initial Writing 

Assessment: Literacy 

MOT 
 
 
 

‘Childhood’ 

Transition Unit: 

Reading Assessment 

To create a baseline writing 

level and create targets for 

writing across the 

curriculum 
 

To review progression with 

reading, the assessment 

focuses on the ability to 

respond to fiction and non- 

fiction extracts 

October 

2018 

Ask your child about the new skills 

they have been learning in English 

and what has changed since Primary 

School. 
 

Have a look at the activities 

completed in their exercise books 

and ask about their Literacy MOT 

targets – do they understand how to 

meet them? 

‘Childhood’ 

Transition Unit: 

Writing Assessment 

To review progression with 

written accuracy – particular 

focus non-fiction writing: 

forming arguments and 

creating a writer’s viewpoint 

December 

2018 

Have a look at extended writing in 

your child’s book and check they 

understand teacher comments. Ask 

how they check their work and 

perhaps see if they have learnt any 

spelling errors previously identified. 

If you have work from Primary, 

compare the work and ask your child 

how they feel they are progressing. 

Reading Assessment 
based on The 

Tempest by William 
Shakespeare 

A character study and first 
introduction to responding 

to a drama text 

February 
2019 

Discuss the play with your child – ask 
them about the characters and 

themes. See if they can talk about 
particular parts or quotes in the play 

and what ideas these sections 
suggest to them. 

What has your child learnt about 
Shakespearean language? 

Writing Assessment 

on viewpoint Writing 

To review progression with 
written accuracy and review 
understanding of narrative 

writing, introducing and 
developing use of narrative 

April 2019 Have a look at the different writing 
types in your child’s book and 
discuss teacher comments and 

targets. Encourage your child to use 
SAM learning or BBC Bitesize 
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 and descriptive features, 
writing in different formats, 

shaping language and 
structure. 

 spelling and punctuation games or 
quizzes. 

Reading Assessment 
on a novel studied in 

class and at home 

To review progression with 
reading responses and ability 
to respond to a whole text, 

including structure and 
narrative viewpoints 

May 2019 Perhaps compare work being 
completed now with work 

completed during first half term and 
ask your child how they feel they 
have improved and what they are 

doing differently now. 
What have they learnt about the 

issues presented in the novel? 

Writing Assessment 
inspired by the novel 

studied in the 
previous half term 

In the final half term, 
students will experience a 
short formal assessment in 
the hall, as well as a writing 

assessment, focused on 
shaping writing for a 

particular reader, in their 
usual classrooms 

July 2019 Ask your child how they are 
preparing for both of their 
assessments, the revision 

techniques they are learning and 
how you can help. 

Afterwards, ask your child what they 
felt the difference was between the 

assessment in the hall and their 
usual assessments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


