
English Language and Literature 
 
Students follow the AQA specifications in GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature (which lead 
to two separate GCSE qualifications) and have five, one hour long, lessons a week. These lessons involve 
the study of a range of texts; the development of analytical skills when reading those texts; the ability to 
write for different purposes and audiences and the opportunity to demonstrate speaking and listening 
skills.   
 
Assessment 
The course is assessed in the form of four examinations at the end of the two year course: 

Language Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing  
Language paper 2: Paper 2: Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives  
Literature Paper 1: Shakespeare (Macbeth) and the 19th-century novel (A Christmas Carol) 
Literature Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry (DNA, Power & conflict Poetry, Unseen Poetry) 
 

Assessment 

Title 

Purpose Timing How to support your child 

DNA 
 
 
 
 

To understand plot, 
characters and 

themes of DNA in 
order to respond in 

their Literature 
exam. 

 
To develop their 

writing skills and the 
ability to consciously 

craft writing for 
effect. 

Sept-Dec 
2016 

 Ask your child to discuss the 
characters, events and themes in the 
play. Encourage them to share essays 
from class, ask them to explain the 
purpose and topic of their essays. 
Check if they understand what their 
targets mean.  

 Ask pupils to find articles in 
newspapers and online that present 
teenagers in both positive and 
negative ways. Get them to compare 
the writer’s viewpoints and how 
language is used to influence readers.  

Social 
Responsibility & 

Teenagers 

Poverty 
Through the 

Ages 
 
 
 
 
 

To develop their 
response to non-

fiction writing and 
support the skills 
needed for their 
Language paper.  

 
To understand plot, 

characters and 
themes of A 

Christmas Carol in 
order to respond in 

their Literature 
exam. 

Jan-Apr 2017  Discuss the articles from the 
workbook that they’ve read in class. 
Ask them about the writer’s views and 
how they’ve expressed them in the 
article. Encourage them to pick out 
lines which they think are important 
and explain how the writer has 
influenced the reader’s opinion.  

 Encourage them to watch different 
versions of A Christmas Carol and 
discuss how characters have been 
presented. Pupils should buy a 
revision guide from school and use it 
on a regular basis. Ask your child 
about what they think Dickens’ 
message was and what they learn 
about society at that time from 
reading the book.  

A Christmas 
Carol  

Macbeth  
 
 

To understand plot, 
characters and 

themes of Macbeth 
in order to respond 
in their Literature 

exam. 
 

April – July 
2017 

 Ask your child to explain what they 
know about the Shakespeare play. 
Encourage them to relate their ideas 
to particular lines in the text and ask if 
any words or phrases in those lines 
stand out. Try to encourage them to 
say why. Encourage them to research 
the play further on the internet or 

Ambition & 
Power 
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To develop their 
writing skills and the 
ability to consciously 

craft writing for 
effect. 

with revision guides and ask them to 
show you essays that they have 
written and the feedback they’ve 
been given. 

 Encourage pupils to find poems linked 
to the themes ‘ambition’ and ‘power’ 
ask them to explain what the poems 
are about and how writers use 
language creatively.  

Examinations 

Language Mock 
Exam  

 
Paper 1 

To give pupils the 
experience of sitting 

a full Language 
paper in timed 

conditions.  

February 
2017 

 This exam is based on unseen literary 
non-fiction texts from the 19th, 20th & 
21st Century. Encourage your child to 
attend revision sessions and use 
online / purchased revision guides. 
Ideally, students will be reading at 
least an article a day in a newspaper 
or online. They should be using SAM 
learning to work on accuracy 
depending on their targets.  

Literature Mock 
Exam  

 
A Christmas 
Carol & DNA 

To give pupils the 
experience of sitting 

a full Literature 
paper in timed 

conditions. 

February 
2017 

 Check your child has read the 
book/play, encourage them to use the 
internet or revision guides to develop 
depth of understanding. Ask to see 
practice essays written in class and 
check that they understand the 
targets set. 

 

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-report/provider/ELS/106370

