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Stockport School was visited by Ofsted, the 
national school inspectorate, on Wednesday 
9th May 2018. The visit and inspection by 
Ofsted had been long-awaited, with almost 
five years having passed since their last 
inspection of the school in November 2013. 
Ofsted visit all schools in order to assess and 
gauge their standards and quality of provision 
and strength of outcomes. 

Under the current Ofsted inspection framework, Ofsted 
inspect ‘Good’ schools every 4-5 years. This takes the form  
of a 1 day immediate inspection, after notification at midday 
on the previous day of their intention to visit. As an outcome 
of their inspection visit, Ofsted can make one of four  
possible judgements about a school:

•	Strong	practice	and	significant	improvements	from	that	of	 
	 the	original	‘Good’	judgement	were	observed,	resulting	in	a	 
	 recommendation	for	a	full	2	day	-	Section	5	Inspection	to	 
	 consider	moving	to	‘Outstanding’	within	1-2	years	(or	earlier).

•	From	observations,	the	school	remains	of	a	‘Good’	standard,	 
	 resulting	in	a	further	1	day	-	Section	8	re-inspection	within	 
	 4-5	years.

•	There	were	a	number	of	concerns/weaknesses	noted	during	 
	 inspection,	resulting	in	a	further	inspection	within	1-2	years	to	 
	 consider	maintaining	the	original	‘Good’	status	or	downgrading.

•	Serious	concerns	over	behaviour	and/or	safeguarding	were	 
	 observed,	resulting	in	an	immediate	conversion	to	a	2	day	-	 
	 Section	5	full	Inspection	which	may	result	in	a	downgrading	 
	 of	status.

I	am	delighted	to	inform	you	that	Stockport	School	received	the	
best	possible	outcome	following	their	visit,	which	is	that	the	school	
continues	to	be	a	‘Good’	school,	with	the	leadership	team	having	
maintained	the	good	quality	of	education	in	the	school	since	the	
last	inspection	in	October	2013.	However,	the	lead	Ofsted	Inspector	
reported	that…

“Based on the evidence gathered during this short inspection, 
I am of the opinion that the school has demonstrated strong 
practice and marked improvement in specific areas. This may 
indicate that the school has improved significantly overall.” 

Therefore,	their	recommendation	is	that	Stockport	School	be	 
re-inspected	under	a	full	‘Section	5	two	day’	inspection	to	consider	
whether	the	school	should,	for	the	first	time,	be	graded	as	
‘Outstanding’.

Continues on page 2.

ON OUR WAY TO 
OUTSTANDING!
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I am delighted to introduce the latest 

edition of the Stock Press

This edition, like previous others, contains a summary of 
what can only be described as another amazing array of 
events and activities, involving our students and staff in our 
spectacular school during 2018.

Over the past six months, there have been a 
number of notable events and activities that 
have taken place, as well as considerable 
successes for us to share and celebrate as 
a school community. This includes a report 
on the findings of Ofsted, the national school 
inspectorate, who visited the school on 9th May 
2018. When summarising the school’s impact, 
I am delighted to inform you that they stated in 
their findings that…

“Pupils’ life chances have been significantly improved, especially 
those of disadvantaged pupils, as a result of the school’s relentless 
focus on high standards and its dedicated moral purpose. 
The school’s motto ‘Velis et Remis’ – meaning ‘with sails and 
oars’ – aptly characterises the school’s collective passion and 
determination to achieve its goals.”
Ofsted, 2018

This	is	a	terrific	outcome	for	the	school	and	for	all	of	our	school	
community	who	have	worked	so	hard	over	recent	years	to	bring	about	
improvements	and	realise	incredible	success.	It	also	follows	on	from	
confirmation	by	the	Department	for	Education	that	the	school	now	sits	
firmly	within	the	top	10-15%	of	all	schools	nationally	in	terms	of	student	
progress	and	outcomes	at	GCSE.	

What	better	an	opening	to	introduce	this	edition	of	the	Stock	Press?	 
I	hope,	once	again,	that	you	enjoy	reading	about	some	of	the	amazing	
things	that	go	on	in	Stockport	School.

Best	wishes,

Mr	I.	R.	Irwin
Headteacher

On Our Way To Outstanding!

A	full	copy	of	the	Ofsted	Inspection	Report	is	available	from	our	
school	website	www.stockportschool.net	or	alternatively,	directly	
from	the	Ofsted	website	www.ofsted.gov.uk	

Whilst	being	proud	of	our	achievements	thus	far,	as	a	school,	we	
are	determined	to	continue	on	our	journey	to	ensure	that	Stockport	
School	is	recognised	as	one	of	the	very	best	schools	in	the	country,	
and	‘Outstanding’	in	all	areas,	providing	the	very	best	education	for	 
every	child.		

I	am	confident	that	we	can	achieve	this	with	the	support	of	our	
students	and	our	wider	school	community,	and	I	would	like	to	thank	
you	once	again	for	your	ongoing	support.

Mr	I.	R.	Irwin
Headteacher

The Report outlines the views of Ofsted and captures, in part, the strong 
ethos of the school. In particular, Inspectors comment that:

“… pastoral care is second to none.” 

“Pupils say they feel safe and they praise the  

pastoral team, including their form tutors, for  

the support they receive.”

“Teachers have high expectations of every pupil.  Pupils rise to the challenge as a result. The most able, in particular, are on track to make even better progress than in previous years across many subjects because teachers aim high.”

“Leaders know and understand each pupil’s possible barriers to learning and work hard to address them.”

“Pupils’ behaviour in class and around the school  

is exemplary.”

“Pupils are very loyal, confident and articulate.  

They praise teachers for the support they provide  

and the unrelenting confidence they have in every  

pupil’s potential.”

What a Year in the  
Geography Department!

In October, Year 9	had	a	breaktaking	walk	to	the	top	of	Mam	Tor	in	
the	peak	district	to	study	and	measure	the	impact	of	people	on	the	
footpaths	and	then	the	village	of	Castleton.

Mam Tor

In November, Year 11	completed	the	human	study	of	an	environment	
with	a	trip	to	MediaCity,	Salford.	Here	they	assessed	the	environmental	
quality	and	success	of	the	economic	hub.

In March, 50 Year 9,	10 and 11	had	a	weekend	away	to	experience	
the	great	outdoors	at	the	Glaramara	activity	centre	in	the	beautiful	
Borrowdale	valley.		Students	built	rafts,	climbed	gorges,	climbed	rocks,	
completed	a	night	walks	and	had	one	of	the	best	weekends	ever!			

In March, Year 8 undertook	a	river	investigation	at	Happy	Valley,	
Bramhall.	They	built	their	investigation	skills,	using	specialist	equipment	
whilst	also	bringing	their	knowledge	and	learning	in	the	classroom	to	
the	field.						

MediaCity

Happy Valley Glaramara

Holderness

In May, Year 10	completed	the	physical	study	of	an	environment	on	
the	beach	of	Mappleton	on	the	Holderness	coast.		They	surveyed	
rocks	and	measured	rates	of	movement	along	the	coastline.
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Having already been re-awarded the British Council’s International School Full 
Award, Stockport School has recently been awarded another international 
quality label. 

During	a	conference	in	Coventry	on	9th	June,	Mr	Kelly	received	the	eTwinning	School	award,	
sponsored	by	the	European	Commission.	Stockport	School	is	one	of	only	29	schools	in	the	
UK	to	have	been	awarded	the	label,	in	recognition	of	the	hard	work	of	teachers	and	pupils	on	
international	projects	in	recent	years,	such	as	the	European	postcard	exchange	and	eTwinning	
Song	Contest.

It also recognises the school as a leader on the European level in the areas of:
•	 Digital	practice
•	 eSafety	practice
•	 Innovative	and	creative	approaches	to	pedagogy
•	 Promoting	continuous	professional	development	of	staff
•	 Promoting	collaborative	learning	practices	with	staff	and	students

We	look	forward	to	continuing	with	our	eTwinning	work	in	the	coming	years,	with	the	aim	of	
giving	every	pupil	a	meaningful	international	experience	during	their	time	at	Stockport	School.

On March 8th, ten girls from Years 7-9 celebrated International Women's  
day with a trip to our local Business Class partner CDL. They had the 
opportunity to interview a range of women, go on a tour of the workplace  
and take part in activities to develop important employability skills. 

The	focus	of	the	trip	was	to	challenge	stereotypes	and	inspire	girls	to	consider	 
professions	in	the	digital	sector.	The	feedback	was	overwhelmingly	positive	and	captured	 
by	one	of	the	students	who	said,	"I	want	to	go	back	and	work	there!"

Students from: 
Y7:	Annie	Stonard,	Annabel	Oliver,	Mia	Ashley	and	Maisie	Burke
Y8:	Lucy	Connor,	Charlotte	Taylor	and	Molly	Dodd
Yr9:	Holly	Brooks,	Lily	Gould	and	Abbie	Williams	
 
The	girls	had	a	fantastic	time;	they	were	a	credit	to	themselves	and	the	school	and	I	think	 
their	feedback	is	inspiring!
 

 

During the last academic year, Stockport School has run three different master classes aimed at challenging year 
4 and 5 primary school students in our area. Each master class has had a different theme which connected three 
different subjects across the curriculum. 

Stockport School Awarded 
Prestigious eTwinning School 
Quality Label

Fun in Food!
Food	students	have	had	another	year	of	
experimenting	with	and	enjoying	learning	
about	food.	They	have	been	lucky	enough	
to	be	visited	by	a	variety	of	chefs	and	
other	people	associated	with	the	industry	
and	also	to	visit	places	outside	school	
to	put	their	skills	into	context	and	create	
employability	for	the	future.

 

 
The day started off with an introduction to the company, followed by a tour 
of the “codeworks” building.  Students then spent time rotating around 3 
activities focussing on career pathways in the digital sector, hacking and 
cyber security and finally employability skills. 

A	rather	interesting	team	building	task	involving	marshmallows,	string	and	pasta	followed.		 
The	aim	was	not	only	to	develop	team	work	but	to	introduce	the	concept	of	“Agile	
Development”,	a	skill	that	will	be	vital	as	they	enter	Year	11.	The	day	concluded	with	a	short	
evaluation	session,	goody	bags	and	goodbyes	before	returning	back	to	school.

It	was	an	enjoyable	experience	for	all	and	would	not	be	possible	without	the	hard	work	and	
support	of	the	staff	at	CDL	and	Mrs	Schofield!

Students	in	the	photos	are:	
•	 Theo	Taylor
•	 Savannah	Rockett
•	 Chloe	Nicol
•	 Joe	Harris
•	 Daniel	Forbes
•	 Reece	Stevenson
•	 Jai	Vara
•	 Enya	Sweeney
•	 Isaac	Cunningham
•	 Michael	Withington	Walsh
•	 Ben	Cornah
•	 Owen	Spence
•	 Robert	Johnson
•	 Gabriel	Harrison

Student feedback - direct quotes from students:

1. What did you enjoy about the trip? 
I	liked	being	able	to	see	the	work	place	and	being	able	to	play	a	game	and	then	know	
the	coding	behind	it;	the	jobs	I’ve	seen	today	are	really	interesting;	enjoyed	the	tour	and	
noticed	the	relaxed	atmosphere	and	the	colourful	offices;	the	tour	and	seeing	the	colour	
and	open	plan	layout	of	the	building	which	wasn’t	what	I	expected;	meeting	new	people;	
working	as	a	team;	meeting	and	interviewing	different	people	and	learning	what	they	do	
and	how	they	do	it

2. What skills did you develop today?
Teamwork,	confidence,	problem	solving,	interviewing,	staying	calm	under	pressure,	
communication,	coding	for	animation

3. Was the trip worthwhile?
Yes,	because	coding	wasn’t	something	that	interested	me	but	seeing	it	today	has	 
made	me	consider	it	for	the	future;	I	think	I	want	to	go	back	and	work	there;	the	place	 
and	the	people	were	lovely;	it	inspired	me;	it	taught	us	lots;	I	learnt	about	jobs	that	I	
otherwise	wouldn’t	have	known;	we	learnt	about	a	workplace

4. What skills were important in the workplace?
Teamwork,	trust,	working	hard,	being	friendly	and	sociable,	collaboration,	 
communication,	honesty,	co-operation.		

Further	trips	and	activities	are	planned	with	the	support	of	CDL	as	part	of	our	 
Careers	Programme.

Ms	Schofield

Masterclass Update 2018 
This	year,	we	have	had	the	following	themes:	Indian	Identity;	Under	
the	Sea;	and	Crime	Scene	Investigation	(C.S.I.)	which	have	included	
subjects	such	as:	Science,	Graphics,	Art,	Dance,	Maths	and	English.	
Thank	you	to	all	the	teachers	who	have	given	up	their	Saturdays	and	
planned	such	fun	lessons:	Mrs	Grzywna,	Ms	Todd,	Mrs	Lord,	Miss	
Upton,	Miss	Scholes-Hignam,	Miss	Sadleir,	Miss	Barry	and	Mrs	Beckett.	

The	master	classes	are	always	growing	in	popularity	–	amongst	
students	as	well	as	teachers.	This	year,	we	have	also	developed	the	
mentoring	aspect	of	the	master	class	series.	This	is	where	our	own	
students	–	some	of	who	attended	a	master	class	themselves	in	year	
4	or	5	–	support	and	even	lead	some	of	the	sessions.	We	hope	to	
offer	opportunities	to	students	lower	down	the	school	to	develop	
their	leadership	potential	for	the	future.	Well	done	to	Eve	Adie,	Jack	
Arthington,	Grace	Hollingsworth,	Alex	Davies,	Caitlyn	Mulhern,	
Cameron	Jenner,	Leah	Smale,	Molly	Sargeant,	Emily	Brown,	Ella	
Dainty,	Holly	Molloy,	and	Owen	Linsdell.	Thank	you	to	Ms	Hatton,	 
Mrs	Clarkson	and	Mr	Williamson	for	coordinating	the	master	classes.		

Celebrating International Women’s Day

Yr10 GCSE Computing Students’ Trip to CDL
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What is AR?
Accelerated	Reader	(AR)	is	a	resource	
specially	designed	to	support	developing	
independent	reading.	This	is	used	in	Years	7-9	
at	Stockport	School.

We	run	a	number	of	reading	intervention	
activities,	including	one-to-one	reading	
sessions	with	Teaching	Assistants,	one-to-one	
and	groups	sessions	with	specialist	teachers	
and	one-to-one	peer	reading	sessions	(where	
Y7-9	students	read	with	an	older	mentor	from	
Y10	or	Y11,	or	a	Y12	or	Y13	from	Aquinas	
College).	Students	also	read	during	form	time	
and	English	lessons.	

Accelerated	Reader	–	making	millionaires
Since	our	last	edition	of	the	Stock	Press,	
we	have	continued	reading	and	quizzing!	
Students	receive	badges,	certificates,	
vouchers	and	other	prizes.

Students who have reached their 
million words since February:
Stan	Owens,	Jack	Davidson,	Rosie	
Kenworthy,	Annie	Stonard,	Ruth	Tembo,	
Nathan	Wissink,	Annabel	Oliver,	Sam	Clifford,	
Izzabel	Terry,	Daisy	Smith,	Edan	Wissink,	
Harrison	Baguley,	Lily	Gould,	Annia	Baker,	
Monique	Hubbard,	Ruby	Sharp,	Constance	
Crawford,	Hannah	Miles,	Samantha	Maleque,	
Emma	Hitchen,Betsy	White	and	Chloe	Joyce.

Students who have reached their 
TWO million words since February:
Anthony	Vickers-Jackson,	Ruby	Freeman,	
George	Parker,	Kirsten	Ballard	and	Esther	
Hulley.

Students who have reached their 
THREE million words since February:
Evie	Morford	and	Aryan	Akloo.

Students who have reached their 
FOUR million words since February:
Georgia	Atkins	and	Josh	Murdoch.

Students who have reached their 
FIVE million words since February:
Siobhan	Toal.

Students who have reached their 
SEVEN million words since February:
Lucy	Adams	and	Ryan	Bones	have	read	an	
astounding	7	million	words!	

How can I support AR (and my child’s 
reading) over the summer?
Encouraging	your	child	to	read	widely,	and	
independently,	is	one	of	the	best	things	you	
can	do	to	support	their	academic	progress.	
It	impacts	on	his	or	her	ability	to	perform	in	
every	subject.	

Over	this	academic	year,	we	have	had	great	
success	with	the	majority	of	students	–	some	
improving	their	reading	age	by	over	three	
years!	Make	sure	your	son/daughter	reads	
regularly	each	day	–	at	least	45	minutes	is	
recommended	to	make	maximum	progress,	
but	we	ask	for	a	minimum	of	20	minutes.	
Encourage	them	to	talk	about	what	they	 
are	reading,	and	try	a	wide	variety	of	authors/
genres.	Year	10s	and	11s	should	read	too,	
even	without	AR/	quizzes.	Reading	is	the	 
key	to	knowledge,	exam	success	and	 
brain	power!

BAE Systems – It’s a Numbers Game! 
At	the	end	of	January,	our	Year	7’s	and	8’s	were	treated	to	a	 
flying	visit	from	BAE	Systems.	The	students	got	to	experience	a	 
fun	and	inspiring	talk	about	the	role	of	Maths	in	the	R.A.F	and	the	
Royal	Navy.	

Our	students	witnessed	dancing	robots,	learnt	how	to	balance	
battleships,	and	the	finale	–	felt	the	force	from	a	full-sized	paraglide	
motor!	They	were	(almost	literally)	blown	away!	

The	overarching	message	of	the	talk	was	to	encourage	students,	
and	girls	in	particular,	to	consider	STEM	careers,	and	judging	from	
the	buzz	of	the	students	afterwards,	it	certainly	seems	to	have	
succeeded!	

Tomorrow’s Engineers
120	of	our	Year	8’s	were	lucky	enough	to	attend	a	session	by	
Tomorrow’s	Engineers	in	April.	They	discovered	that	not	all	
engineers	are	bearded	and	muscly	male	mechanics!	In	fact,	after	
learning	about	the	potential	future	energy	crisis	facing	our	planet,	
our	students	had	the	opportunity	to	become	engineers	themselves.	
They	were	tasked	with	the	job	of	building	electric	cars	from	a	kit,	
and	then	challenged	to	getting	the	cars	along	the	track	to	hit	the	
bullseye!	It	was	no	easy	feat	-	but	with	great	resilience,	and	lots	of	
tweaking	and	tinkering,	some	of	students	got	their	cars	impressively	
close!	They	had	great	fun	and,		hopefully	one	day,	may	be	solving	
similar	problems	on	a	larger	scale!	

Other events
Mr	Beever	attended	a	Physics	evening	at	UoM	–	and	three	of	our	
students	were	there.	Shona	Maleque	attended	a	residential	at	
Pembroke	College	at	the	University	of	Cambridge	entitled	‘Women	in	
Science’.

Science	Club	have	also	been	involved	with	National	Science	Week	
this	term.	`five	students	were	selected	to	demonstrate	a	scientific	
investigation	with	the	Year	6	groups	at	Great	Moor	Primary	School.	
Eve	Adie,	Abigail	Dockney	Harkness,	Chris	Hamilton,	Aaron	Waghorn	
Bramwell	and	Sully	Awan	were	selected.	The	pupils	carried	out	an	
acids	and	alkalis	practical	with	the	Year	6s,	demonstrating	safety	and	
even	teaching	some	of	the	lesson!	

Here are some photographs of the club in search of some 
“Stockport Insects”. 

On Tuesday 6th March, nine Year 9 students, along with Miss 
Hatton, Mrs Duffy and Mr Griffiths, took part in a Gifted and 
Talented Event called ‘Education Matters’ at Alderley Edge  
School for girls. 

The	students	were	invited	to	watch	and	take	part	in	an	academic	debate	about	
philosophy,	ethics	and	politics	with	Dr	Peter	Vardy	–	from	the	University	of	London.	
Our	very	own	Frank	Baker,	Harley	Pine	and	Chloe	Carter-Connolly	got	involved	in	
the	debate	by	challenging	Dr	Vardy	with	questions	focused	on	the	quality	of	our	
political	leaders,	the	economic	crisis	and	the	evolution	of	Artificial	Intelligence.	

All	students	who	took	part	represented	our	school	with	respect	and	were	brilliantly	
behaved	–	well	done	for	taking	part!

“A mind needs books as a sword needs  
a whetstone, if it is to keep its edge” 
We are on a constant mission to improve our students’ life chances and know 
that reading is key to this. We invest a lot of time and money in encouraging 
and supporting students so that their reading improves.

 
Here are what some of our current Y9 students have said about the power of reading:
“It gives me a different world to escape into.”
“It takes me out of what I know and teaches me things that I didn’t know about before.”

“I learn something new every time I read, especially new vocabulary, which makes me smarter.”

‘Education Matters’ – Alderley Edge Gifted and Talented Event 

Science Club News
Science Club have been very busy this term. Activities have included: measuring 
the amount of sugar in fizzy drinks, growing our own crystal gardens, collecting 
insects from the school grounds using pooters and attempting to make plastic 
out of milk! 

And There’s More!
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The text explores idea around children and teenagers, 
community, human nature and good versus evil. 8Y4 were 
asked to consider why they felt William Golding had written 
such a story and how it is still relevant in 2018. 

Their	four	week	homework	project	was	to	create	either:	an	image,	drawing,	
collage,	sculpture	or	piece	of	text,	exploring	their	understanding	of	the	
message	behind	the	story.	The	image	shows	examples	of	work	by:	 
Elliot	Parry,	Fiona	Maleque,	Noah	Bowden,	Tess	Bailey,	Phoebe	Robinson,	
Megan	Marshall	and	Molly	Eyre.

Miss	Ormerod

During Spring half term, Year 7 have been learning about 
Shakespeare’s ‘The Tempest’ and their project homework 
was to create an item to represent the play. 

We	have	been	amazed	at	the	incredible	effort	and	imagination	that	
has	gone	into	each	of	these	homeworks,	so	the	English	department	
ran	a	competition.	Each	English	class	picked	a	couple	of	projects	to	
represent	their	group	and	what	a	collection	we	had:	a	ship	made	of	
Lego,	a	full	costume,	a	light	up	staff,	model	islands…	the	list	is	endless.

English	teachers	were	torn	picking	a	winner,	so	instead	they	picked	
four.	Most	Creative	project	award	went	to	Million	Taylor	who	won	a	£10	
Pizza	Hut	voucher.	The	most	imaginative	idea	prize	went	to	Jack	Hone	
who	won	a	£10	book	voucher.		Ruby	Cairns	won	a	set	of	‘Dork	Diary’	
books	for	the	most	effort	and	Annie	Stonard	won	Mrs	Beckett’s	special	
prize	of	a	box	of	chocolates.

Well	done	year	7.	What	a	creative	year	group	you	are!

Mrs	Beckett

The	project	saw	students	in	Year	7	write	letters	
to	clients	from	Home	Instead	Senior	Care.	
In	return,	the	clients	wrote	letters	back	to	the	
students	with	the	help	of	their	caregivers.
Home	Instead	Senior	Care	in	Stockport	and	
Tameside	teamed	up	with	Stockport	School	to	
launch	this	intergenerational	project.		

Clare Cliff from Home Instead, 
who helped launch the project, 
commented:
We	have	all	really	enjoyed	working	with	 
Mr	Williamson,	Director	of	Progress	for	Year	
7	students	from	Stockport	School.	To	see	the	
teens	engaging	with	the	elderly	by	writing	
letters	has	been	fantastic	and	inspiring.	Our	
clients	have	really	enjoyed	reading	their	
letters.”

David Moore, owner of Home Instead 
Stockport and Tameside commented: 
We	are	delighted	with	the	success	of	the	pen	
pal	project	so	far.	As	we	care	for	older	people	
in	their	own	homes,	our	CAREGivers	often	
hear	all	about	the	stories	of	their	clients’	past.	
Many	of	them	have	fascinating	backgrounds,	
and	we	thought	it	would	be	great	for	them	
to	share	some	of	their	past	experiences	with	
young	people	in	the	community.”

Mr	Williamson,	from	Stockport	School,	said	
“The	boys	involved	in	the	pen	pal	project	have	
really	enjoyed	the	process.	They	each	wrote	
a	thoughtful	letter	and	shared	insights	about	
what	it’s	like	being	a	teenager	in	this	day	and	
age.	We	all	really	enjoyed	meeting	Janet	and	
her	son,	Ian,	when	they	came	to	the	School	to	
deliver	her	letter	to	her	pen	pal.	We	are	looking	
forward	to	writing	the	next	set	of	letters!”

The Stockport Pen Pal Project

1:		some	of	the	regular	participants	–	others	were	away	on	some	
other	activity	at	time	of	photo.	Two	cars	in	the	middle	are	the	school’s	
own.	Many	other	students	have	been	occasional	visitors.

2:	some	of	the	cars	that	have	been	brought	back	from	the	dead	after	
component	failures	or	long	time	missing	parts.

On Friday 2nd February, it was NSPCC Number Day, where our students raised 
money for the NSPCC in different numerical activities!  

The	NSPCC	believes	that	abuse	robs	children	of	their	childhood.	Without	help,	the	scars	of	
abuse	can	last	a	lifetime.	And	as	devastating	as	it	can	be	for	the	child,	society	pays	a	heavy	
price	too.		Abuse	changes	childhood,	but	so	can	the	NSPCC.		Child	abuse	is	preventable	-	not	
inevitable.	The	NSPCC	believe	it’s	up	to	each	of	us	to	do	everything	possible	to	keep	childhood	
safe	from	abuse,	so	children	can	grow	up	healthy	and	thrive.	That’s	why	they’re	here	and	this	
drives	what	they	do.	So	as	long	as	there	is	abuse	–	the	NSPCC	will	fight	for	every	childhood.	

The	NSPCC	helpline	responded	to	almost	55,000	contacts	from	adults	concerned	about	
the	welfare	of	a	child	last	year.		Their	counsellors	are	there	24	hours	a	day,	to	help	parents,	
professionals	and	anyone	worried	about	a	child	in	the	UK.	They	will	listen	to	your	concerns,	offer	
advice	and	support	and	can	take	action	on	your	behalf	if	a	child	is	in	danger.		Every	25	seconds	
a	child	contacts	Childline.		The	volunteers	have	conversations	that	mean	we	can	protect	children	
in	abusive	situations	by	getting	them	the	help	they	need,	when	they	need	it	most.		The	NSPCC	
supports	families	at	the	point	of	need	across	the	Greater	Manchester	area,	regardless	of	race,	
religion,	social	background	or	disability.		

Our	students	took	part	in	a	House	Competition	to	see	which	house	could	raise	the	greatest	
mass	of	money	–	the	idea	being	that	50	2ps	would	be	have	a	greater	mass	than	a	£1	coin.		The	
students	rose	to	the	challenge,	with	Yellow	House	collecting	a	massive	11kg	of	coins!

Our	Year	7	and	8	students	also	took	part	in	a	sponsored	Times	Table	Challenge	in	the	dining	
room	during	their	Maths	Lessons.		Mr	Beever	and	Mr	Warren	joined	the	students	in	trying	to	see	
who	could	answer	the	most	times	table	questions	in	three	minutes!		

In	total,	the	students	raised	a	massive	£519.63	which	has	been	given	to	the	NSPCC	to	help	with	
their	work	with	young	children.

Miss	O’Gara

Manchester University 
Taster Day

Remote Control Club – RCC!

14	students	went	to	visit	Manchester	
University	for	the	day	to	see	what	
university	life	was	like.	They	learned	a	lot	
and	were	a	credit	to	themselves	and	the	
school!

NSPCC Number Day

Year 8 Students Have Been Studying 

GCSE Text Lord of the Flies

Shakespeare’s ‘The Tempest’ Project

During WW2, Janet Coxon was a flight sergeant in the Women’s Royal Air 
Force (WRAF). She moved to Bramhall in 1940 and then moved to her house in 
Mile End, near the school, in 1965. Her house was  close enough to the school 
that her son, Ian, attended Stockport School in the late 60s and 70s. Over 50 
years on, a project has bridged the gap between Janet, who is now 97, and a 
Year 7 student from Stockport School, as part of a campaign to bridge the gap 
between teenagers and the older generation in Stockport by connecting both 
sectors of the community. 
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Warhammer 40K is a board game 
played with little plastic painted 
figures. There are many different 
types of figure to choose from, and 
dice are rolled to battle.

Games	Workshop	UK	sent	us	a	package	
of	lovely	things	to	get	us	started.	Some	
students	already	had	armies	and	we	decided	
to	paint	a	set	of	Space	Marine	figures	in	the	
colours	of	Stockport	School	ready	for	our	
first	battle.

This	club	has	attracted	a	lot	of	students	in	
a	very	short	space	of	time,	with	students	
attending	to	paint,	battle	and	socialise.	It	has	
been	lovely	to	watch	them	get	involved;	Josh	
Woodward	in	year	11	has	taken	a	strong	
leadership	role	and	the	younger	students	are	
in	awe!	

Some	also	come	to	yarn	bomb!	Everyone	
has	a	place	here.
Mrs	Lord

Recent events have included:

•	 targeted	intervention	events	for	Y11s,	 
	 run	by	Mrs	Rongong	and	Miss	Holt,	for	 
	 students	who	needed	a	confidence	boost	 
	 with	revision	and	managing	their	Y11	studies 

•	 the	Supporting	Success	programme	for	 
	 students	from	all	Years	8	to	10,	run	by	 
	 Miss	Holt,	Mrs	Cobb,	Mr	Rough,	 
	 Miss	Ormerod,	Mrs	Small	and	Mrs	Rongong,	 
	 which	involved	parents	and	students	 
	 looking	together	at	online	study	resources

•	 Y11	intervention	evenings	with	subject	 
	 teachers	available	to	advise	on	revision	 
	 methods

•	 the	Careers	Convention	for	parents	to	 
	 attend	with	their	children	to	consider	the	 
	 future

•	We	also	run	a	wide-ranging	mentoring	 
	 programme	where	staff	individually	mentor	 
	 students	for	a	variety	of	reasons	and	 
	 parents	are	informed	of	this	and	given	the	 
	 opportunity	to	make	suggestions	and	work	 
	 with	the	mentor	to	support	the	students.

Parents have said of these events 
and programmes:

“This is a very much appreciated and 
innovative idea to help parents get involved. 
Our kids’ education is paramount and they 
are not always driven enough to use these 
tools themselves. Giving us awareness that 
they exist is crucial.”

“It was very well organised. I know I can 
email in or talk to staff if anything occurs 
where we need support.”

“The most useful part was learning revision 
techniques and knowing how to plan 
everything out.”

“We really appreciate what all the staff do 
to support us as a family.”

\

Students felt that they had been 
motivated by the project and made 
improvements to aspects of their 
learning such as their reading age, 
spelling and punctuation. They said:

“It was helpful to be working in a small 
group and my mum and dad knew how to 
help me at home.”

“Mrs Cobb is a very good mentor!”

“I liked the competition part of it and 
winning the pizza lunch at the end!”

“It was good. Mr Rough is a legend.”

Curious Minds North West Cultural 
Educational Awards Ceremony 2018 
On June 27th, Mrs Didcote, Mr Sunderland and Mrs Trbojevic were delighted 
to attend this very prestigious event in Preston along with Nina Young Y10 and 
her parents.

This	involved	applications	from	hundreds	of	schools	across	the	North	West	(Greater	Manchester,	
Cheshire,	Lancashire,	Cumbria,	Merseyside).

Nina	was	nominated	for	‘Personal	Achievement	Award	12	-	25’	and	the	Intergenerational	
Dementia	choir	were	nominated	for	the	The	Curious	Minds	Cultural	Education	Challenge	
Award...	and	both	got	through	to	the	finals	in	their	individual	categories!

Although	we	didn’t	win	the	trophies,	we	were	extremely	proud	of	both	Nina	and	the	Choir	as	it	
was	an	amazing	event	which	celebrated	the	Arts	and	a	huge	achievement	to	get	through	to	the	
finals.	

Nina	was	a	credit	to	the	school	and	impressed	many	of	the	visitors	at	the	event	by	being	
involved	in	a	jamming	session	on	the	drums	with	her	dad.

Stockport	School	is	currently	well	on	its	journey	towards	extending	our	current	Artsmark	Gold	
award	to	a	newly	introduced	Platinum	level,	which	we	hope	to	receive	in	2019.

Mrs	Didcote	and	Mrs	Trbojevic

Involving Parents and 
Supporting Students
We are proud of our track record with parental involvement, 
recognised in our LPPA (Leading Parent Partnership Award) 
status. We continue to hold various parental events to support 
parents to support their children in and out of school, as well as 
the usual parents’ evenings.

Year 8
Beau	Bowden
Damian	Garbutt
Ferdie	Williams
Joe	Isherwood

Year 11
Rozina	Shakeel	
Callum	Wilkinson
Wade	Clarke
Owen	Linsdell
Daniel	Walker

Year 10
Lewis	Murray
Shelby	Dawson
Kiara	Kelly
Kenya	Rose

Year 9
Ben	Goss
Josh	Stevenson-Rogers

Jos	Warrington
Liam	Cutts-Cleaver

Molly	Sybray
Connor	Murphy
Brooke	Nield
Katie	Watson
Ben	Travis
Dylan	Whitehead

Well done to the following 

Supporting Success “graduates” 

who worked hardest with their 

parents and teachers to boost their 

progress and potential during their 

time on the programme (and earned 

a pizza lunch reward!):

Mrs Lord’s  
Warhammer Warriors  

and Yarn Bombers! In April, Year 10 were lucky 
enough to watch a live screening 
of the Royal Shakespeare 
Company’s Macbeth.

The	play	is	currently	being	performed	
in	Stratford	upon	Avon	and	moves	to	
London	in	September.	All	of	Year	10	
study	the	play	Macbeth	for	GCSE	English	
Literature	and	this	modern	production	
starring	Christopher	Ecclestone	allowed	
students	to	see	how	the	characters	have	
been	brought	to	life!	

On Thursday 21st June 2018, Great Moor held their annual Infant Music 
Festival. The outdoor event was blessed with the most amazing weather  
(even if the wind did blow over a few music stands)!

Stockport	School	were	delighted	to	be	asked	to	perform	once	again	at	the	festival.	Mr	Sunderland	
and	Mrs	Didcote	took	the	all	new	Italy	Music	Tour	Choir	to	perform	two	songs:	‘Man	in	the	Mirror’	
by	Michael	Jackson	and	‘Perfect’	by	Ed	Sheeran.	The	Year	8	Rock	Band	performed	Night	Train	
by	Guns	and	Roses	and	the	School	of	Rock	Band	performed	Take	Me	Out	by	Franz	Ferdinand.	
Soloists	from	Stockport	School	included	Nina	Young,	Ella	Smith	and	Finlay	Johnson.	

It	was	fantastic	to	see	many	of	Great	Moor’s	past	students	performing	alongside	current	ones.	
A	particular	highlight	of	the	event	was	the	final	number	where	the	Stockport	School	Choir,	Great	
Moor	Infant	Choir	and	Sounding	Out	Adult	Community	Choir	all	joined	together	to	sing	Price	Tag	
by	Jessie	J.

Macbeth Live

Great Moor Infant Music Festival 
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It has been a busy year for the Doing Dementia 
Differently Intergenerational Choir. The partnership 
choir between Stockport School and Educate have been 
busy out in the community. 

Twenty	one	students	from	Stockport	School	join	adults	living	with	
dementia	for	a	rehearsal	once	a	month.	In	addition,	they	have	
performed	in	a	number	of	events	throughout	the	year.	

These include:

•	 Performing	in	front	of	Delegates	from	all	around	Europe	at	 
	 Stockport	Town	Hall	on	15th	March	(demonstrating	a	way	of	 
	 ‘Doing	Dementia	Differently’).

•	 Entertaining	the	residents	of	the	Lisburne	Court	Care	Home	 
	 on	Saturday	21st	April	2018

•	 Performing	once	again	at	the	‘Doing	Dementia	Differently’	event	 
	 at	Stockport	Town	Hall	on	24th	May	2018.

The	choir	are	excited	to	be	performing	at	the	Stockport	School	
Community	Awards	Evening	on	9th	July	and	to	were	nominated	for	
the	Community	Award	at	the	Manchester	Evening	News	Greater	
Manchester	Schools	Award	Event	which	we	won.

On the week beginning 5th March 2018, 
Stockport School were involved in an exciting 
project with the Northern Chamber Orchestra. 
The school had set up a wonderful partnership 
with the orchestra last year at a similar time 
of year with the help of the local business CDL. 
With CDL’s help, the school was able to yet again 
get together with the orchestra to organise a 
cross-curricular transition project with some of 
the local feeder primary school students and 
Year 7 students. 

Matt	Sharp,	the	talented	Cellist	and	vocalist,	led	eight	workshops	on	
6th	and	7th	March	2018.	These	workshops	explored	the	rhythms	and	
songs	of	Appalachian	Spring	by	Copland.	This	is	a	piece	inspired	by	
the	Shaker	gatherings	in	the	early	life	of	North	America.	Each	workshop	
involved	rhythm	and	clapping	warm	ups,	singing	games	and	ice	
breakers.	Local	primaries	included	Vernon	Park	Primary	and	Hazel	
Grove	Primary.	
 
The	whole	project	resulted	in	two	concerts	with	the	Northern	Chamber	
Orchestra	at	Stockport	School	on	Thursday	8th	March.	All	students	
joined	forces	with	the	orchestra	to	perform	parts	of	‘Appalachian	
Spring’.	Watched	by	students	from	local	primaries	and	year	7s,	the	
whole	event	was	a	huge	success.	It	was	wonderful	to	also	then	have	
the	opportunity	to	watch	the	professional	orchestra	at	Stockport	Town	
Hall	on	Friday	9th	March.	

Stockport	School	are	already	in	communication	with	the	Northern	
Chamber	Orchestra	about	another	exciting	project	in	2019.	

On Friday 6th July, Jake Oliver, Kirsty Chorlton, 
Frank Baker, Grace Hollingsworth, Orion 
Johnson, Lydia Foley and Gracie Barber went to 
the Hilton hotel with Mrs Didcote, Mr Williamson 
and Mr Rough for the Manchester Evening News 
Greater Manchester Schools Awards 2018. 

We	won	the	School	in	the	Community	award!	We	are	incredibly	proud	
of	this	as	we	try	to	make	positive	links	with	our	community	whenever	
we	can,	and	make	sure	that	we	play	an	inclusive	and	supportive	part	in	
our	local	area.

We	then	held	our	second	Community	Awards	Evening	on	the	9th	July	
at	school,	and	celebrated	all	of	the	activities	that	our	students	do	in	the	
local	and	school	community.	There	were	nominations	and	awards	for	
those	individuals	who	make	where	we	live	and	work	a	better	place,	as	
well	as	students	who	have	overcome	adversity,	acted	as	young	carers,	
supported	others	in	need	or	helped	raise	money	for	charity.

Families,	local	residents,	students	and	staff	gathered	together	to	reward	
and	show	our	appreciation	for	the	people	who	make	our	community	
the	great	place	that	it	is	through	what	they	do.	The	intergenerational	
Dementia	choir	also	performed	a	number	of	songs	for	everyone.	
Well	done	to	all	students	who	were	nominated	for	awards,	and	well	
done	to	everyone	in	the	school	community	who	made	it	possible	for	us	
to	win	this	impressive	regional	award!

Northern Chamber 
Orchestra Project

The Doing Dementia Differently 

Intergenerational Choir

Community Stars!

Here, a student described how it 
helped her:

“I	cannot	believe	it’s	already	been	1	year	
since	the	Manchester	arena	bombing.	It’s	
gone	so	fast.	I	remember	going	as	if	it	was	
yesterday.	I	went	through	a	lot;	it	affected	
me	greatly.	I	still	think	about	it	every	day.

We	will	remember	the	22	that	lost	their	
lives	that	night.	I	struggled	for	a	long	time,	I	
couldn’t	find	answers	to	my	questions	and	I	
thought	I	wasn’t	allowed	to	be	happy.	There	
were	days	where	I	felt	like	I	was	allowed	to	
be	happy	and	then	it	would	suddenly	just	
drop	again	and	I	was	in	a	circle	of	guilt.	I	
feel	guilty	that	there	were	people	I	could’ve	
helped	but	I	ran	out,	and	I	regret	that.	I	went	
months	having	nightmares	about	it	or	that	
I	was	involved	in	another	terrorist	attack.	I	
woke	up	paralysed	because	a	bomb	had	
exploded	next	to	me.	People	have	been	

telling	me	that	there	was	no	way	I	could’ve	
helped	it	at	all,	but,	you	know,	I	had	a	feeling	
that	I	could’ve	done	something.	

I	wanted	to	die	that	night,	because	I	thought	
their	life	was	far	more	important	than	
mine.	I	struggled	with	that:	I	thought	that	
it	should’ve	been	me;	they	had	a	future.	
It’s	sickening	how	someone	could	do	
something	like	that.	

I	was	in	a	really	bad	place	a	couple	of	
months	ago.	I	was	in	the	dark	constantly;	
I	couldn’t	even	see	the	light	on	the	other	
end,	then	I	went	and	asked	for	help	one	
day.	I	never	went	for	help	because	I	always	
thought	it	would’ve	been	useless.	I	went	
and	spoke	to	someone.	I	began	to	move	
forward,	I	saw	the	light	on	the	other	end,	
and	I	started	moving	towards	the	light	and	
all	the	positives	that	happened	that	day.	 
I	was	really	happy	with	myself.	

But	today	marks	a	year.	I	have	come	a	long	
way	and	I’d	like	to	say	I’m	proud	of	myself.	
Today	I	think	I	took	another	big	step	towards	
this	light.	I	felt	bad	for	being	happy	but	I	
just	needed	someone	to	tell	me	that	I	can	
be	happy.	Today	there	was	a	little	support	
group	for	people	who	were	there,	and	the	
teacher	said	to	all	of	us	“you	know,	they	are	
all	looking	down	at	all	of	you,	they	would	
want	you	to	live	your	lives	and	be	happy”	
and	that’s	when	I	felt	like	I	could	be	happy.	
I	wouldn’t	listen	to	myself	but	I	just	needed	
someone	to	tell	me	it	was	okay	for	me	to	be	
happy.	I	hope	this	happiness	will	last	forever.	
I	want	to	thank	everybody,	my	friends,	my	
family	and	my	teachers.	Thank	you	from	the	
bottom	of	my	heart.	Today	marks	a	special	
day	for	me:	22/05/2018.	I	have	taken	a	step	
forward	and	now	entered	the	light.”

The Manchester Arena bombing had a big impact on a number of our students  

Pastoral staff were very aware that the anniversary would be a difficult time for them and ran a support  

group to help them to manage their feelings about what had happened.



Runners	began	with	a	warm-up,	led	by	
students,	to	music.	There	was	then	a	minute’s	
silence	and	balloon	release,	in	memory	
of	loved	ones	who	had	been	affected	by	
cancer,	and	then	the	run	began!	Runners	
could	choose	between	3k	and	5k;	our	tech	
team	kept	the	music	pumping	to	motivate	the	
runners,	who	got	quite	warm	in	the	beautiful	
sunshine.	

Students,	families	and	members	of	the	
community	were	able	to	run,	take	part	in	
tennis,	try	to	beat	a	teacher	in	a	penalty	shoot-
out	or	even	try	‘welly	wanging’!	There	were	
also		stalls	for	face	painting,	cakes,	drinks	and	
books.	

We	were	also	raising	money	for	the	Year	7	
Bookbuzz	project.	We	know	that	not	every	
child	has	books	at	home	and	strongly	believe	
that	every	child	should	own	at	least	one	book.	
The	project	offers	every	student	a	free	book	
and	students	from	Y7	and	Y8	have	been	
involved	in	fundraising,	led	by	Mrs	Cobb,	to	
raise	the	money	for	this,	as	well	as	raising	
awareness	of	the	importance	of	reading.	The	
Book	Buzz	team	hosted	three	stalls	at	the	
Race	For	Life	event	on	30th	June	and	sold	
books	to	raise	money.	The	project	is	ongoing;	
if	you	would	like	to	donate	any	books,	prizes	
or	money,	please	contact	Mrs	Cobb.

Race	For	Life	was	a	fantastic	community	event	
that	summed	up	why	our	school	is	such	a	
powerful	and	positive	community:	we	work	
together	to	make	things	happen,	and	have	fun	
at	the	same	time.

Stockport School staff, 
students and supporters 
Race For Life!
Organised by the dedicated Mrs Howarth, and supported by 
numerous staff, students, parents and people from the local 
community, our annual Race For Life event took place at school on 
Saturday 30th June. 

The main point of this event is to raise money to help with the fight 
against cancer with donations to Cancer Research UK. This year, 
over 100 runners took part and helped to raise money. Even those 
who didn’t run still contributed – sixteen members of staff helped 
out and many others donated cakes, books or other prizes. 

Here are the items that will go up 
and their new prices. We try to limit 
price increases, but each year we 
do have to put up some items due 
to increasing costs.

Sandwiches .........................................£1.50
Sub	Roll	 ..............................................£2.00
Noodle	Pot .........................................	£1.90
Chicken	in	a	bun ................................	£1.90
Bacon	bap ...........................................£1.10
Puddings .............................................£1.00
Easiyo ..................................................£0.75
Hot	Chocolate .....................................£0.65
Milk ......................................................£0.50
Cupcakes ............................................£0.70
Traybakes ............................................£0.70
Sauce ..................................................£0.15

Canteen Price Changes
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Quality Mark

Students	sat	in	House	teams	and	cheered	their	
representatives	on	to	success;	some	students	
broke	records	and	everyone	gave	it	their	best.	
It	was	a	great	display	of	individual	resilience	
and	team	spirit.	The	House	Cup	winners	will	be	
announced	at	the	end	of	term…please	see	the	
next	issue	of	the	Stock	Press	for	the	results!

Sports Day 2018
We were lucky enough to be blessed with beautiful blue skies for the KS3 Sports 
Day! Mrs Howarth and her team organised a fun variety of team and individual 
events for students to take part in.


