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Greetings from the Head 

Dear Students, Parents & Carers, 

Welcome to the fourth edition of our new publication ‘Sails and Oars’ which again aims to keep you abreast of 
school life whilst we are all continuing to work from home. I hope you enjoy reading the short publication and 
find it interesting, particularly with regards to learning more about what has been going on amongst some of 
our students and staff over the past week. This edition, importantly also begins to get you thinking about 
planning to get back into the swing of school work from Monday, following the two-week Easter break that we 
have just enjoyed. 

It’s been four weeks now since the government instructed all schools to close in response to the coronavirus. In 
that time, we have all had to adapt hugely to a new way of day-to-day living and working. It’s certainly been 
different and it’s been a challenge!  

In the past four weeks, we initially for the first two before Easter, had to quickly get used to forming important 
new routines of working remotely from home, mainly upon tasks set by Teachers on Firefly, or via one of our 
other subject specific interactive resources, such as Hegarty Maths, GCSE-POD, Century, Memrise, SAM, etc. 
There have of course, been teething problems for us all in having to quickly change our ways to work in such a 
way. These have included, issues with broadband and Wi-Fi connectivity, initial website crashes by internet-
based providers, due to huge unprecedented national demand of service with everyone working from home. 
There have also been more practical based issues, such as difficulties for some in accessing a computer, laptop, 
tablet or phone with internet capability; including families needing to share access amongst a number of family 
members all needing to work from home. 

Perhaps though, one of the most difficult challenges that we have all faced, is in motivating and programming 
ourselves to show extreme self-discipline and determination to ‘get on and carry on regardless’. This has not 
been easy, there have been and continue to be, many emotional stresses and worries associated with the 
coronavirus. Unfortunately, for some of us, these have been more obvious and prominent with coronavirus 
directly affected close family members and friends whom we know. These are indeed difficult times, but by 
sticking together, showing resolve, and supporting each other, I have no doubt that we will get through this and 
overcome it with great strength. 

I think this experience is teaching us all independence and resilience like we have never known it before. I think 
we are all realising that the Stockport School community spirit is incredibly strong. It clearly doesn’t just exist 
within the realms of the school buildings and grounds, but from the supportive relationships between teachers, 
students and parents, and from the extremely good character amongst you our students!  

I am immensely proud of you all, and particularly, in how you have each dealt with this so far, but now we all 
must go again and together rise to the challenge in front of us and not falter or wilt. The government 
announced yesterday that the necessary lock down restrictions which are aimed to keep us safe, are set to 
continue for at least three more weeks and possibly longer. This means that our virtual schooling continues, and 
we must in that time make the very best of it by giving our all to achieve and succeed. Now more than ever, it is 
essential that each of you do the very best that you can to build into to your day, positive routines which include 
accessing and working to complete tasks and work set by your teachers. As a guide, students in Years 7 & 8 
should be working on school based activities including reading for at least 2-3 hours per day on a Monday to 
Friday, with Years 9 & 10 whom have either just begun or are now part way through their important GCSEs, 
working for at least 3-4 hours per day on a Monday to Friday. Additional work has also been set for Year 11 
students by some departments in order to help bridge the gap between now and when you eventually begin 
your post-16 studies at college. This is optional but of course recommended to be of benefit to you. 
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When you work and how you work is up to you and should of course fit around your family unit. It is also 
important to take regular breaks, to eat healthily, sleep, and exercise (safely keeping at least a safe 2 metre 
distance from others, and not arranging to meet with others from outside your household). 

Teaching staff will aim over the next few weeks to set work for you on Firefly in manageable chunks, set where 
possible, at the beginning of a week with clear instruction and explanation of what you are required to do over 
the course of the week to complete the tasks and activities set for you. In Years 7 and 8 for the non-core 
subjects, work may be set over a longer duration for you to engage with and complete at a more leisurely pace. 
For core subjects across all Year groups (and GCSE Optional subjects in Year 9 & 10), work may be set more 
frequently and may have greater demands in terms of the time required to complete the tasks. This is 
necessary, as it is important that we continue to deliver and study the curriculum which ultimately you will be 
assessed upon in the future at GCSE. We cannot therefore, allow not being in school, to be a barrier to future 
success.  It is important therefore, that you do your very best to engage with the tasks set for you and try to 
complete each and everyone of them to the high standard that your Teachers would normally expect of you. 

Please also try to keep organized as best you can, one very simple way of helping yourself to stay on top of 
things is to regularly check your task page on Firefly and to check things off as ‘done’ when you have completed 
them. This will help ease the pressure on you and hopefully stop you from feeling overwhelmed with too many 
tasks. Please also, where possible, send back work, when complete to your Teachers for marking and feedback. 

If you have exceptional difficulty in accessing the work set for you by Teachers, and in particular, do not have or 
are unable to access a computer, laptop, tablet, or internet enabled phone at home, please contact your 
Pastoral Manager for support. 

Please remember that your Teachers and Form Tutor will continue to support you and are ready to respond to 
any issue or problem that you may have with your work. Please just send them a message via Firefly or 
alternatively email them directly for help, and they will get back to you as soon as possible. Whatever happens, 
please don’t give up, or worse still, excuse yourself from trying. If we try, we can succeed! 

Please do continue to stick in there students, your work is important, and it is vital that you make every effort to 
stay on top of the work set for you by your Teachers. We all want you to do well, but at this time as I have said 
to you before, your progress and future success depends upon your own dedication and commitment to keep 
to your daily home working routines. I have no doubt, we will soon be back in school, but until then, it is vital 
that you keep at it.  

I hope you are all able to keep yourselves well, and to ultimately feel proud at a later time of your how you 
responded to this great challenge with incredible resolve and determination to succeed! 

Best wishes, stay safe, stay at home, and stay strong. 

Mr I. R. Irwin 
Headteacher 
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Subject Round up 

This week’s study tip: As we start the summer term, you will see a lot of new tasks added to Firefly – make 
sure you mark the tasks “done” when you’ve completed them. 

Drama 
Thank you so much for your wonderful pieces of work so far! 
I have received comments from parents about your drama 
performances, pictures of your dramatic moments and even 
footage of your performances! Really fun and inspiring, 
thank you! 

Special mentions ... 

Year 7s: Grace B (and family) for a highly entertaining 
performance of The Car Trip by Michael Rosen. Great 
expressions and animated voice work! 

Niamh L, who was peer reviewed by her family for her 
performance of The Car Trip. Super feedback! 

Keep the work coming in folks! New tasks will be set on 
Monday with some extra fun creating to do. 

Don't forget to look at the Sound of Music audition materials 
on Firefly (in the music area) so that you are ready to smash 
your audition when we come back!  

Take care all and keep us posted about what great 
performances you are watching or creating! 

Drama – Free Performances 

National Theatre Live: Treasure Island 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUDq1XzCY0NIOYVJvE
MQjqw  

 
*****Special 25th Anniversary celebration of Andrew Lloyd 
Webber's The Phantom of the Opera  - for only 24 hours only 
https://youtu.be/nINQjT7Zr9w and a rare chance to see one 
of the most popular musicals of all times, free!****** 

 
Curve Leicester and Theatre Royal Bath:  What the Butler 
Saw starring Rufus Hound  

And for those who wish to create their own performance, 
Mousetrap Theatre Projects runs challenges and training for 
aspiring actors. "Every Home A Theatre", is a new theatre-
based challenge with stagey prizes available.  

This week's challenge: recreate famous dramatic scenes from 
your favourite show or movie.  

And you can get tips from award-winning actor Eddie 
Redmayne if you want to take part in the theatre’s 
"Monologue Slam", which kicks off on 20 April. 
https://www.mousetrap.org.uk/every-home-a-theatre 

Free dance performances 

Three truly ground breaking works by choreographer 
Matthew Bourne will be broadcast over the coming weeks. 
The first is Swan Lake, on Sunday 19 April, followed by 
Romeo and Juliet, while on 3 May the award-winning dance 
thriller The Car Man will be broadcast. 

All showings are at 8pm. https://new-adventures.net/swan-
lake#overview 

 

English 
Y10 will return to Macbeth. If you don't have your class book, 
you will need to work on Word.   

Y9 will start Macbeth - if would be useful, but not essential 
for you to have the following version: 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Grade-9-1-GCSE-English-
Macbeth/dp/1841461202 

You can always purchase this from Finance when we return 
to school. 

Y8 will all study Of Mice and Men. 

Y7 will all study The Boy in Striped Pyjamas 

Keep an eye out for an email from your teacher and look on 
Firefly for the tasks your teacher has set! 
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Food 
Some of the pizza and brownies produced during the Easter 
break by students in school. 

 

Geography 
Thank you for all your efforts so far. Can I please ask if you 
haven’t so far, please upload completed geography work to 
Firefly ready to be marked.   

There are many opportunities to watch geographical 
documentaries on tv but one we have found to be very 
interesting is : Race around the world on BBC2 at 8pm 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0002tvs  

Such an amazing program giving insights into the 17 
countries on the 21,000km along the route from Mexico City 
to Argentina. Previous episodes are available on catch up. 

The geography team are currently planning new tasks which 
will be set on firefly, please email if you require any help. 

Maths 
Pupils are been working very well on their Hegarty Maths 
Independent Learning Lists, Method Maths and their usual 
weekly homework task. For this half term, we are changing  

from this, to match the work they would have been doing in 
class.  

Pupils will be assisted with appropriate videos to support 
their learning. Hegarty Maths and Method Maths will also 
inform pupils on the progress they are making. 

Students should now follow a new weekly routine: 

1) Check Firefly on Monday morning to see the planned 
maths work for the week. 

2) Work through a minimum of 4-6 Hegarty Maths tasks in 
the order set out in the Firefly task. This will involve watching 
the videos, taking notes where necessary and then doing the 
quizzes. Please encourage your child to do working out on 
paper, when doing the quizzes.  

Students can bring in their notes on paper or in a workbook 
to add into their folders when school resumes. 

Clip due dates will be spaced out throughout the week to 
help students plan their work out.  

3) Year 9 and 10 students will continue to be set a weekly 
Method Maths exam paper. 

4) Students will still receive a weekly Hegarty Maths 
homework task for them on their prior learning. This should 
be completed in their Hegarty Maths homework book. 

There is no expectation for any poorly student to complete 
the set work. If a student finds something too challenging, 
and has already re-watched the video, they should email 
their maths teacher or message them through Hegarty 
Maths. We can then provide further support so they can 
continue with their learning. If you have any questions, 
please email your child’s maths teacher. 

Puzzle: What Is the Three Digit Password? 

You are a detective trying to infiltrate a criminal gang.  

You reach the headquarters of their organisation and a 
locked door awaits you.  

A keypad stands adjacent to the door.  

It requires 3 digits. 

Fortunately, there is a clue scribbled on the door that begins 
with a number followed by some ancient language.  

It reads: “password= 651 remember  

u-m-o-p a-p-i-s-d-n”. 

If you input the incorrect code into the keypad just once, the 
alarms will sound and your cover will be blown.  

What 3-digit number do you type into the keypad? 

 

Equivalent Fractions 

Using each of the digits 0-6 only once, make two equivalent 
ratios (also known as a proportion). 

 
There are 6 unique answers. Can you find them all? 
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MFL 
Aiming for A-Level 

We know that many of our pupils are considering continuing 
their language study at A-Level. We want to support you 
over the coming months to help you make the transition. If 
you are considering a language A-Level, please can you email 
Mrs Robinson. c.robinson@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

Language learning is for life 

Do you want to carry on with your language learning just for 
fun? We are more than happy to help you keep your brain 
busy. Drop Mrs Robinson an email and let her know which 
language you would like help with. We know that not 
everybody finds grammar exciting like we do, so we have 
plenty of multi-lingual morsels to keep you busy and 
entertained.  

PE 
PE staff have been busy over the holidays keeping fit and 
continuing their challenges – including a bit of Maths and PE 
– you can follow their adventures here: 

https://twitter.com/Stockport_SchPE 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Science 
Hope you have all had some form of an enjoyable Easter 
holiday. 

Next week sees school tasks starting again, with your 
teachers using Firefly to let you know what to focus on 
doing. The key thing is to try the tasks and let your science 
teachers know by Firefly or email how you are doing, or what 
support you may need. 

This will be important to all, but especially for Year 10 
students in the middle of their GCSEs. 

Newsflash: Century have responded to the feedback from 
students about not telling you the correct answer when you 
get a question wrong. Now you have 3 reveals a day - use 
them wisely. 

Interesting watch: If you have access to BBC iPlayer, there is 
a series called ‘How to make’ with Zoe Laughlin. First episode 
is the trainer. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m000gwzg/how-
to-make 

 
A little science quiz From Australia…. 

https://blog.doublehelix.csiro.au/whats-my-name-a-quick-
quiz/ 

 

Stockport Spring watch 
competition 

Noticed any nature? 

Backyard beetles or 
bumblebees? 

Local ladybirds? 

Nesting nightingales? 

Twittering tweet birds? 

Snap them with your phone and submit your photo to 
Stockport Spring watch via 
sailsandoars@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

They might be published! 

Out and about in Stockport 
Some of you may 
have seen Stockport 
Spiderman, one of our 
staff was lucky (?) 
enough to meet 
Vernon the Bear, the 
Stockport County 
Mascot! 
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Science and “Junk Art”  
One of our Teaching Assistants has created a mini solar system in her back garden using found objects – can  you match the garden 
junk with the space object?  

 

 

Whitehead’s Wit   
A selection of terrible 'Dad Jokes' for the Friday queue today! 

What did the buffalo say to his son as he dropped him off at school? ....   BISON 

What do you call a dog that can-do magic?...   A Labracadabrador (or Paul Spaniels for a bonus point!) 

What do you call a man with a rubber toe?...  Roberto 

What do you call someone with no body and no nose? … Nobody Knows! 

 

What Is the Three Digit Password? Answer  
159.  

The clue reads “password = 651  

remember u-m-o-p a-p-i-s-d-n”.  

The letters “umop apisdn” when read upside down, literally 
read as ‘upside down’.  

The number 651 when read upside down is 159 and this is 
the keypad password. 

 

 

Equivalent Fractions Answers  

1: 413 = 2065  

2: 420 = 1365  

3: 510 = 2346  

4: 510 = 3264  

5: 523 = 1046  

6: 532 = 1064 

 

This newsletter is produced by Stockport School. Any questions or queries please contact sailsandoars@stockport.stockport.sch.uk
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Subject Resources 

 

https: //www.samlearning.com/   The centre ID is sk2ss, your username and password are 
date of birth (ddmmyy) followed by your initials. Any problems, email 
r.holt@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

 

https://app.century.tech/login/ 
 login via firefly or directly via the website (using Chrome). An email was sent home with your 
passwords. Any questions, email d.patkin@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

 

https://www.gcsepod.com/   problems: contact 
r.holt@stockport.stockports.sch.uk  

 https://hegartymaths.com/ 

 

https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/app/Home  Login: school email address, Password : 
(see email from school) Any questions: email d.patkin@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

 
https://theday.co.uk/quizzes 

Wellbeing Resources 

 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-
covid-19/  

https://www.time-to-change.org.uk/ 

 
https://youngminds.org.uk/ 

 
Guidance for parents and carers 
during COVID 19 

Financial Support 
As well as saving you money on food, each child who receives free school meals brings additional money to the school to spend 
on students’ education. Students on free school meals also qualify for free revision guides, music tuition and financial help with 
other activities that will support your child’s learning and wellbeing. Nobody will be aware that your child is receiving free food 
as they will just receive money on their Wisepay account to be used with their thumbprint. During school closure, it means that 
you will receive vouchers to spend at supermarkets. 

Your child may qualify for free school meals if you receive one of the following benefits, as well as Child Benefit: 

• Income Support 
• Income-based Jobseekers Allowance 
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
• Universal Credit (provided your earned income is no more than £616.67 in the last Universal Credit assessment period) 
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
• The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 
• Child Tax Credit (provided you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no more than 

£16,190) 
• Working Tax Credit run-on paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

We would encourage you to apply if you meet the criteria above, as it will benefit your family as well as the school. You can do 
this by going on the council website at https://www.stockport.gov.uk/start/free-school-meals-application-form 

If you would like any help with applying, please contact your child's Pastoral Manager at school. 


