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Greetings from the Head 

Dear Students, Parents & Carers, 

Welcome to the first edition of our new publication ‘Sails and Oars’ which is aimed to keep you abreast of school life whilst we are 
all forced to work from home. I hope you enjoy reading the short publication and find it interesting, particularly with regards to 
learning more about what has been going on amongst some of our students and staff over the past week. 

The past couple of weeks have certainly been different! It seems like we have each lived and experienced a year if not a decade’s 
worth of events in that short time… Our combined response from staff, students and parents alike, has been incredible. We have 
all been required to think differently and act quickly in order to try and continue with our lives, if not quite in the usual fashion.  

As staff, we have had to very quickly put in place systems to support you from home and the staff have been working incredibly 
hard to populate our online learning platforms with relevant materials for each of you to complete. As students, your normal 
routines of attending school each day have been put on hold, and you have had to demonstrate incredible levels of independence 
and resilience to organise yourselves into new ways of working from home. I am sure that this has been a challenge for many of 
you, in avoiding late nights, long lie-ins, excessive all day or late-night gaming and in showing self-discipline and determination to 
log-on each day and to complete the tasks set for you. I am sure there have been other new challenges and experiences for you 
too, such as learning to further develop your relationship, patience, and communication skills with family members whom have 
also been asked to stay at home this week. I hope you have taken on at least some of my additional challenges that I set you; to 
help out at home, to brave the hoover, or to ‘wash your hands’ whilst doing the dishes, or even help out in the garden during 
what has been a warm and sunny week?  

Please do stick in there students, your work is important, and it is vital that you make every effort to stay on top of the work set 
for you by your teachers. We all want you to do well, but at this time, your progress and future success depends upon your own 
dedication and commitment to keep to your daily home working routines. I have no doubt, we will soon be back in school, but 
until then, it is vital that you keep at it. These are not easy times, but I am very proud of each and everyone of you for the 
maturity that you are showing us all! 

I would also like to take this opportunity to recognise our much-valued parents and carers, whom a lot has been asked of this past 
week. We greatly appreciate your support (and I am sure your children do too, even if they don’t tell you!) in these very uncertain 
and challenging times. Your role from home in supporting your child to ensure they have adopted healthy routines of sleep, 
eating, exercise and keeping on top of their work studies has never been so important. We appreciate ‘home-schooling’ is not 
necessarily an easy thing, especially when online platforms have struggled to cope nationally earlier this week with the 
unprecedented demand, but we do appreciate you sticking in there and continuing to monitor and support your child at this key 
unexpected moment in their lives. As a staff we will continue to do all that we can to keep you informed and supported with your 
child’s school work. 

There is no doubt about it, the coronavirus outbreak has changed all of our lives. It has brought about great uncertainty, worry 
and concern, but it has perhaps also brought about a new sense of positivity amongst us all, encouraging us all to consider 
carefully what we most value and appreciate in our lives. Families, friends and communities, such as our own school community, 
have already shown great togetherness which is incredibly important. I hope you were all able to join in last night (Thursday), with 
the 8.00pm door step celebration and continuous clapping in recognition of our key frontline NHS workers. It was a truly moving 
moment for all whom were involved, and again perhaps at a time when we all need it, a sign that we are a very strong community 
and that together we will overcome the current crisis for the betterment of us all. 

I hope you are all able to keep yourselves well. Please do be kind and considerate to yourself and others whom you care about 
around you – people matter! 

Best wishes, stay safe, stay at home and stay strong. 

Mr I. R. Irwin 
Headteacher 
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Subject Round Up 
Art and Textiles  
Hi Year 7 and 8!   

Here are some VERY easy NO SEW Textiles projects you 
could try in addition to the work set on FIREFLY! 

There are loads of videos on you tube. Have a look and if 
you do make anything, send me a picture!!  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=giqTWcq6nFk  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zFDf_GCOuOs  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o4is5wZCeIk 

Have fun & remember to ask before pinching anyone else's 
socks or USING UP ALL THE RICE! 😳😄  

Other students are creating artwork.  

 

Computer Science  
GCSE computing classes should be signed onto 
https://snakify.org 

And don’t forget the tasks set on www.senecalearning.com 

Drama  
Join National Theatre at Home  every Thursday at 7pm UK 
time for some of the best British theatre, free to stream for 
a week. It starts next week, the 2 April with the online 
premiere of the hilarious farce One Man Two Guvnors 
(starring James Corden). (ed it really is very very funny). 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUDq1XzCY0NIOYVJv
EMQjqw 

English 
Reading is to the mind, what exercise is to the body.  

So exercise your mind (whilst you have time) and enjoy a 
new book. Audible has offered a you range of free books 
and the free stories can be streamed on desktops, laptops, 
tablets or desktop. https://stories.audible.com/discovery  

Take a look today.  

Food 
Here is some great work from KS3 students, I set them a 
task to make an apple swan. Some fantastic knife skills 
from, Lauren E, Georgie E and Madeline.  I am also getting 
pictures of homemade pasta, cheesecakes and pizzas that 
the students are doing.  

Geography 
Hi geographers, the geography staff have been very 
impressed with your independent learning this week so we 
thought a nice garden/window activity would be a good 
way to round off the week and get everyone in your house 
involved.  

Look at the diagram half way down the page on the 
link https://www.ducksters.com/science/earth_science/clo
uds.php  and then head to the garden and window to look 
at the clouds in the sky.  Try to agree what types of cloud 
can you see and use the videos on the link 
http://www.geographypods.com/3-clouds.html to see how 
they form. Have a lovely weekend and please email us with 
any issues we are happy to support and help.   
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Maths 
Well done to all of you working hard on your HegartyMaths 
Independent Learning Lists. As a school we have done over 
500,000 questions since September! 

Here are our Hegarty Champions for most quizzes done 
since Friday 20th March! 

7 8 9 10 

Ben S 7x2 Daniella M 8y2 Maya W 9x3 Kieran T 10y1 

Finley N 7y2 Max M 8y3 Polly J 9y5 Charlotte N 10x3 

Declan C 7y2 Olivia M 8y2 Owen F 9y4 Mia M 10y4 

Keep up to date with HegartyMaths League competition by 
looking at the fixtures, results and tables in the maths 
curriculum area on Firefly. Remember this week is the 
Memri competition. The more Memri questions you do, the 
better your chances of winning the pizza! 

 

Music 
Learn a tune a week!  

In addition to your activities we are setting on firefly we 
thought we could all have a bit of fun learning a piece of 
music each week. After all music is such an amazing tool in 
helping to relieve stress/anxiety and also in bringing 
everyone together (as can been seen on the balconies in 
Italy)!  

To break up the different activities we thought we could 
learn to play a new piece of music each week.  

Our tune a week can be sung, played on a virtual music 
keyboard (free to download) or on an instrument that you 
may have at home.  

This week’s piece is Hallelujah by Leonard Cohen. Mrs 
Didcote has uploaded tutorial videos and differentiated 
sheet music to: 
https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/music/practical-
activities/week-1-hallelujah-by-leonard-cohen 

Enjoy and feel free to upload any pictures or videos of you 
performing the piece to firefly.  

MFL  
We are so pleased to see pupils completing the tasks set for them. It’s also fantastic to see so many using their time at home to 
do some of the extra language learning tasks on offer. You can find extra language learning activities on the curriculum pages for 
each language on Firefly. 

Don’t forget that if you have joined one of our Duolingo groups, make sure your username is your actual name/school login 
username so that we can see who has been working extra hard. We want to give you all lots of house points.  

 

Palabra de la semana (Spanish word of the week)  

 

berenjena (nf.) aubergine  

ej. ¿Por qué hay una berenjena en el lavaplatos?  
 
Why is there an aubergine in the dishwasher?  
 

(why indeed? .ed) 
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PE 
Students are rising the PE challenges set for them both 
department.  

Each week students are asked to complete at least 2 of the 
challenges in their booklets… tick them off as you go! Send 
evidence that you have completed the tasks to your PE 
teacher via firefly or email. The evidence can be in any form 
you like… be creative!  

• Send a photo  
• Film your workout  
• Make a drawing of what you did  
• Write it up as an experiment  
• Send in data from a smart watch, step tracker, etc. 
• Get your parent or guardian to sign-off that you 

did it  

Why not get your family involved too and get everyone 
doing some exercise!  

Challenge 1 

Watch a film/documentary related to sport. Here are 
some examples to get you started… Youtube – 

Crossing the line (cricket) Born to win (boxing), Into 
the blue (football), the Bouldering queen (climbing). 

Write a summary of the documentary 

And from one parent: “I think Jack has spent most of the 
day focussing on those instead of Maths and a English!! 

He made 30 sit ups this morning, followed by 45 alternate 
hand catches in a minute and set himself a 100 challenge in 
table tennis, I think we counted 74 today so he’s going for it 
tomorrow.” 

Science 
Wishing you well and hoping that you are safe. Thank you 
for your efforts in completing the work set by your science 
teachers this week.  

Remember to check Firefly and mark tasks completed when 
done.  

Special mentions : Rosie K (Year 11), Alexia M (10), Mia A 
(9), Martha S (8) Erin R (7) who have the most time on the 
Century learning website.  

Contact your science teacher if you have any difficulty with 
their set tasks, using Firefly (or email if this does not work).  

 
And from our resident astronomer: Venus has been in the 
sky - it’s really bright even before it’s dark!  

Test your science knowledge with our quiz… 

https://blog.doublehelix.csiro.au/the-strongest-a-quick-
quiz/ 
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Beyond the Classroom 
SEN 
Tips for students who would usually have support from a TA or just need some extra encouragement, Mrs McNicholls suggests 
that.. 

For students who are struggling with the change in routine, please know that this is natural. There are lots of ways to help you 
get used to this new way of working. For example: set up a school bell (or a timer) on the internet to help you with your routine 
or draw up a new timetable. Take this opportunity to set yourself a challenge or learn a new skill. And remember: we're here to 
help you. If you are finding the tasks difficult, email your teachers and ask them to adapt the task so that it is paper based or 
more suited to your individual needs and circumstances. 

From the pastoral teams 
Hi, hope you are all staying safe and sticking to a routine. We have put some information on the website with tips about gaming, 
sleep and social media. You can find it under wellbeing in the student section: 

https://www.stockportschool.net/Content/Students/Default.aspx?Section=609 

We all miss you! Stay safe! 

Yr 11’s Leavers Hoodies  
Further to the email from Mrs Hall, leavers hoodies are now available to pay for on Wisepay. Please pay for the item required 
then email Mrs Hall with your Name, form, size, colour and nickname (if required). If you don’t have your wisepay login please 
email k.tankard@stockport.stockport.sch.uk  

Independent Learning Champions  
Top tips for independent learning from home: 

• Keep to a routine - get dressed before starting work 
• Try to work in blocks of 30-45 minutes and take regular breaks 
• Try to avoid being distracted by social media when working 
• Ask for help when stuck 

If all work set is finished, read a book, go on SAM Learning, GCSE Pod or Century and do some additional activities on a subject 
of your choice. 

SAM Learning Top Users this week: 
Year 11 Fahim A, Evie M and Olivia M 

Year 10 Carlos W, Aime R and Lyall S  

Year 9 Maximillion W, Tyler H and Milly A  

Year 8 Olivia M, Rhys M and Olivia B  

Year 7 Hannah J, Alexis G and Lucas VA  

Hannah, Year 7, is top of the school by miles, with over 120 
hours of independent SAM Learning work completed! Well 
done.  

 

 

Century learning leaders 
Between Monday and Thursday nearly 800 of you logged 
onto century to do science, English and maths.  

Top performers in each year 

7 8 9 10 
Zander B Marcus K Mia A Alexia 
Erin R Lucas VA Connie C Noah 
Alexus G Erik B Claudia H Harry 

A special mention to all the year 11 students who are still 
tackling Century questions. All of this independent will help 
prepare you for the next step in your education. 

And an extra mention to Mia A in year 9 you has amassed 
an amazing 25 hours on century this week with an average 
score of 87%.  
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Creative Writing 
Y11 response to the prompt: "Thinking about it, Lara had 
seen him somewhere before. She racked her brain for 
where. Then she remembered". 

Thinking about it, Lara had seen him somewhere before. 
She racked her brain for where. Then she remembered. 
Could it be him? After 15 years? She didn't think she could 
remember his face, but it was so definitive.  

She could almost touch the memory of it; a clear image that 
she had not seen before yet somehow knew that she had 
lived this day. Lara could feel him escorting her through the 
busy city with the taste of the gentle spring wind on her lips. 
Hear the heavy chatter of citizens rushing past them, 
blinded by the sunlight that shone over the city. The 
deceiving sunlight that made Lara believe she was on an 
adventure. The "adventure" that was the cause of all her 
hidden pain and anxiety. Lara didn't know where she was 
going or who with but, the man's face was calming and for 
a while, she felt home, and everything felt balanced. She 
didn't see the pain it caused others, the pain it inevitably 
caused her but, at the age of 5, how was she supposed to 
see her father as anything but family. Deep down, Lara 
must have known that this trip wasn't correct because a 
few days in she felt a sudden fear flood through her body.  

Another image appeared in Lara's head; this one less clear, 
almost blurry. She sat in the corner of a rundown room, 
which consisted of one single bed, and a chair that he was 
sat on, staring at her with a vicious look in his eye. She 
could sense anger within him, hear herself whimpering 
asking if she had upset him. Nothing other than that sharp 
look. Lara remembered asking why mother wasn't here and 
when she could see her face again. Lara didn't think before 
she spoke and that caused issues with his plans, but she 
didn't realise; she was only young. Her brain froze. Lara 
knew this next scene too well; a replica of her continuous 
nightmare that she had failed to overcome.  

In an instant, the image disappeared, and Lara was left 
standing face to face with him again. She couldn't breathe. 
Her vision went blurry. She heard screams; who was 
screaming? Lara knew what was about to happen; she 
could feel herself become weaker and weaker. More 
panicked by the minute. Although she was a strong-minded 

girl, Lara let herself fall into the whirl of confusion, 
shortness of breath, panic; Anxiety had won again. With a 
rapid heartbeat, sweaty hands, and a dry mouth Lara 
desperately tried to focus on the 5-4-3-2-1 technique she 
has been trying to use to help her. Shaking, she reached out 
for something to make her feel steady and stop her head 
from spinning; she grounded herself. Lara tried to look 
around for five things she could see but, all of her senses 
mixed up into one, blurred blob. Suddenly, Lara felt herself 
moving, though she couldn't feel her legs. Her head began 
to steady, and she managed to guide herself over to the 
wall where she looked, vigorously and focused her eyes on 
the painting; blue skies, sun shining, everything calm. Once 
her body had finally stopped shaking, Lara realised what 
had happened. Everyone was staring at her from around 
the room, reluctant to come close. This anxiety within her, 
the uncontrollable attacks, were causing her to ruin the one 
thing she promised she would get better for: her mother’s 
funeral.     

 

Getting creative at home 

 

Katy H, 8L   
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General Resources for all subjects 

 

https: //www.samlearning.com/  The centre ID is sk2ss, your username and 
password are date of birth (ddmmyy) followed by your initials. Any problems, 
email r.holt@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

 

https://app.century.tech/login/ 
login via firefly or directly via the website (using Chrome). An email was sent 
home this week with your passwords. Any question, email 
d.patkin@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

 

https://www.gcsepod.com/   problems : contact 
r.holt@stockport.stockports.sch.uk 

 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

 
https://hegartymaths.com/ 

Subject specific queries: please contact your teacher directly on email or via firefly messaging service. Staff email address are 
initial.surname@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

 Wellbeing Resources  

 
any advice on health matters visit https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

 https://youngminds.org.uk/ 

 
https://www.time-to-change.org.uk/ 

Remember, we are here to support more than just your learning. 

 

And finally ………Whitehead’s Wit 

Today's efforts are cheese based...  

How do you get a bear that likes cheese out of a tree..... You say 'Camembert' camembert, come on bear!'  

What did the cheese say when he saw himself in the mirror.... Halloumi!  

What do you say to someone who's eating your cheese.... That's nacho cheese  

What was left when the French cheese factory blew up.... Only De Brie (French accent please!)  

What did the cheese loving painter and decorator do to his wife... He Double Gloucester!  

 

This newsletter if produced by Stockport School. Feedback, contributions and queries to 
sailsandoars@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 


