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Greetings from the Head 
 
Dear Students, Parents & Carers, 

Welcome to the final edition of this half term’s ‘Sails and Oars’ publication, which once again aims to keep you abreast of 
school life and connected with our community whilst we all continue to work safely from home.  

The past half term has been a challenging one for us all, as we have continued with our remote home learning and our safe 
isolation from others. However, as the five weeks have passed, I have, each week, just become more and more impressed with 
the incredibly positive attitudes and determined spirit that I have seen, witnessed, and heard about from so many of our 
school community members. It is truly uplifting to know that we have such a strong community and I am proud to be a part of 
it! 

I’m sure that many of you have had your own interesting moments in your households, over recent weeks, that you might not 
necessarily have experienced or tried, had we not been in lockdown. Hopefully, many of them will have been joyous and 
enjoyable, providing good memories for you and your family to look back upon in the years to come.  
 
I think we have all learnt and experienced new things over recent weeks, and that’s good because that in itself is learning! We 
are on a journey at the moment and whilst there will be twists and turns, and bumps in the road from time to time that 
frustrate and challenge us, there will also be new sights to see, experiences to be had, and moments to cherish and be proud 
of. I am confident that we will ultimately soon begin to reach the end of our journey through lockdown, and then we can all 
get back to a more normal sense of routine. I’m sure we all look forward to reaching that end, but for now however, try to 
make the most of what you have around you and enjoy the time of those whom you care about around you. 
 
I hope that you and your family are able to relax a little and take some time to enjoy each other’s company over the half term 
break. You are not expected to continue to complete lots of school work over the half term, it is important that you relax and 
enjoy a short break from your studies, before we resume again on Monday 1st June.  
 
Mia F, Year 7 

 
 
In a week where many of you have thanked your Teachers through the ‘Thank a Teacher Day’, I would also like to lead a note 
of thanks to that of your ‘Home Teachers’, your parents and carers, for taking the time to support you during this very unusual 
and trying time. They also deserve a well-earned break from their teaching this week. I hope the sun shines all week long! 
 
I also hope soon after half term, to be able to update you and your parents/carers about a possible plan for us to think about 
reopening the school. It is my firm intention, for the benefit of your education and your wellbeing, to re-open the school and 
get us up and running again, for some and then all Year groups, as soon as it is safely possible to do so. As you will understand 
however, the health and wellbeing of you our students, your parents, staff, and our wider school community is obviously of 
paramount importance in the planning of this. It is hoped however, that a gradual, safely managed return will begin for one or 
more Year groups in the coming weeks after half term. I am currently working upon possible plans for how this might be done 
based upon continually evolving information and advice from the government and their scientific and medical advisors, more 
of which is due out towards the end of next week. I will write to you again, as soon as I am able to provide you with any update 
of clear plans, dates and arrangements for the possible return of students. Until then however, we will need to continue with 
our remote home learning immediately after half term. For now, though, enjoy your half term break! 
 
Best wishes, stay safe, stay at home, and stay strong. 
 
Mr I. R. Irwin 
Headteacher 
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Subject Round Up 

Drama
Little Voices  

Our Year 9 and 10 students have been working on their 
drama skills with Kathryn, their LAMDA tutor, and have 
been creating monologues in their weekly sessions. 
Kathryn says she is immensely proud of their work and so 
are the school. It is one of the few opportunities for 
students to work together creatively. Watch this space to 
see how we will celebrate their tremendous hard work in 
the coming weeks!  

Midsummer Night’s Dream  

Year 7 and 8 are watching 
this production on 
BBCiPlayer (Culture in 
Quarantine Series) and 
have thoroughly enjoyed 
it. William D and Sam H 
(both Year 7) especially 
enjoyed it. It is a very 
confusing play: faeries 
causing mischief and 
mayhem with people in love, creating lots of comedy! 
CBBC have a shorter version of this play, which could be a 
fun half term activity if you haven’t seen it yet and want 
to watch with younger children.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b078jltg/cbeebie
s-presents-a-midsummer-nights-dream 

Othello 

Our Year 9s have been 
watching Othello, which 
is one of Shakespeare’s 
tragedies. The play is 
based upon the 
devastation that jealousy 
can do. It is, in fact, 

where the idea that jealousy is a green-eyed monster 
comes from. Year 10s will be working on this play as part 
of the Shakespeare School’s Festival during their GCSE 
studies. It is also on the A-Level syllabus for English 
Literature. Catch it if you can as part of the BBC Culture in 
Quarantine series on iPlayer!  

Full List:  Theatre in Lockdown 

Here is a link to all the best theatre out there for free. 
There are shows for very young children and adults – it is 
all free and all fabulous! 
https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2020/mar/17/hotte
st-front-room-seats-the-best-theatre-and-dance-to-
watch-online  

COMPETITION REMINDERS! Closing dates 1st 
June. 

The Midnight Gang – David Walliams: online stream and 
Theatre Review Competition! 

We have a special link to 
David Walliams, as his book 
Ratburger was filmed in 
Stockport School in 2017. His 
recent children’s show The 
Midnight Gang is being 
streamed online for free here 
until May 29th : 
https://www.cft.org.uk/the-midnight-gang-broadcast  

Please enter our 
competition to write the 
most entertaining and 
engaging Theatre Review of 
this show. The word limit is 
450 words maximum. The 
closing date is Mon 1st June 
and entries are to be sent by email only to 
j.stone@stockport.stockport.sch.uk. The prize will be to 
see your review in print in Sails and Oars plus two free 
tickets to any future school drama show. If you need 
some help to review it – see this link 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxs9xnb/revision/
1  

There are two categories – KS3 (Years 7-9) and KS4 (Year 
10-11). I look forward to receiving your entries and 
hearing about your personal insights into the 
performance! All entrants will receive house points.  

Parents – if you wish to submit a Theatre Review of this 
(or any other play) as part of the Competition. Your 
review might end up being published! 
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A letter from Simon Stephens  

As you may know, the very brilliant and lovely playwright Simon Stephens 
attended Stockport School in the 1980s. He has kept the link with us, giving 
master classes and workshops to students, tickets to see his shows in 
Manchester and most recently bringing his touring play The Curious Incident of 
the Dog in the Night-Time to our school Sports Hall in December 2019. Our 
drama studio is called the Simon Stephens Studio in honour of his great 
contributions to playwriting.  

He sends a message to staff and students….  

Hello you lot,  

I hope you are all safe and healthy and I hope you are all with people you like being with in a place you like being. This has 
been the strangest time that I have known in my whole life. I loved my visits to Stockport School over the past year. It was 
always an important place to me but now seems more important than ever. And in this time of strangeness I wanted to write 
a note to the people I met there over my past few visits. There are some things that I want you to remember.  

Remember to do the washing up and tidy your room.  

Remember to be kind to the people you live with because kindness is always reciprocated.  

Remember to not get addicted to social media or to start believing gossip stories or alarmist news stories.  

Remember to listen to music as much as you watch You Tube films. And listen without any screen. Just absorb the music. 
Remember to read a book sometimes. An actual old-fashioned physical book.  

Remember that this will pass. And sooner and more suddenly than any of us think. This will become an odd thing that we 
managed, somehow, to survive.  

Remember to enjoy the fresh air and to remember to take exercise.  

Remember that strangeness is exciting. Things we once thought were normal have now become heroic, like supermarket 
workers, or dangerous, like door handles, or beautiful like fresh air. The job of the artist is to see how things that we take for 
granted are actually astonishing. Things like assembling together with people you don’t know. Like hanging out in shops or 
cafes or taking a crowded bus. When this is over, and it will soon be over, try to not stop noticing that. Never stop noticing 
how astonishing the world you always thought was normal has now been shown to be.  

Remember to wash your hands.  

Remember to do your best work that you possibly can whatever anybody tells you.  

Remember that when this is over, we will need new stories to make sense of who we are and the people telling those stories 
may well, in fact, be you.  

I look forward very much to seeing you all just as soon as I am able to.  

Take care.  

Simon  

 

Simon has written a 35 minute monologue called Sea Wall 
for Andrew Scott (many of you would recognise Andrew 
as the “hot priest” in Fleabag and Moriarty in Sherlock). It 
is a mature monologue, suited for older students and 
parents, and is available here only until 18th May: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j01kVmBoJW0 
(Please check the monologue to ensure you are happy it is 
suitable for your child as it does contain swearing and a 
possibly upsetting storyline).  
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English 
Accelerated reader  

Well done to all of you who continue to read and quiz. 
There are some great scores, and some of you are well on 
your way to achieving your Summer term target. 

Our top quizzers this week: 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

Connie G 
Grace B 
Lennox W 
Hermione T 
Maryam M 
Zuzanna D 

Olivia M 
Alfie F 
Isabel L 
Finley B 

Summer L 
Aryan A 
Stan O 
Jess C 
Claudia H 
Charlie W 
Nathan W 
George P 
Maya W 
Zak H 
Laura G 

Also in English 

Katie W Y7 has redesigned the cover of The Boy in the 
Striped Pyjamas to show the world turned upside down 
on the other side of the fence, even including the Star of 
David as the sun. 

 
The terrifying moment when Macbeth (played by Connie 
C in Y9), sees Banquo's ghost in a snapshot of her epic 
performance of Macbeth complete with props, costumes 
and wonderful drama performances.  

 

Maths  
Did you know that you can follow the maths department 
on Twitter https://twitter.com/Stockport_Maths 

HegartyMaths  

Well done to this week’s Hegarty Champions for the most 
questions correctly answered since Monday 18th May: 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Jack M 

Grace B 

Katie W 

George L 

Harvey C 

Olivia M 

Grace J 

Daniel M 

Alice K 

Kyle F 

Leah H 

Tyler H 

Lewis M 

Maddie T 

Sam L 

Eloise B 

Alexia M 

Ibrahim KA 

Merlin C 

Jack G 

There will be no new maths work set next week. This is an 
opportunity for pupils to voluntarily catch up on any 
missed work. We will be reopening all of the 
HegartyMaths tasks from this half term so pupils can see 
what they have achieved and what work they have 
outstanding. 

HegartyMaths Independent Learning Lists 
Raffle Winners 

Well done to all of you working hard on your 
HegartyMaths Independent Learning Lists. Each 
completed list gets 10-20 house points and entry to a 
raffle, to win a £5 Love2Shop voucher. Our half term 
raffle winners for them this half term are: 

Elle TM Y7 Emma W Y8    

Stan O Y9  Jake O Y10 

To be eligible to win the next raffle, you need to have 
completed another HegartyMaths Independent Learning 
Lists. 
https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/maths/hegartymaths-
independent-learning-lists 
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Bunk Beds  

Six Boy-Scouts at a Summer Camp sleep in bunk beds. Each Scout has a different colour blanket on his bed. The beds are 
lined up in a row with red, black, yellow, brown, blue, and green blankets.  

• Robert and Harry's bed is closest to the door.  

• The colour of the blankets on the bottom bunks 
all begin with the same letter.  

• The colour of Brian's blanket does not begin with 
the same letter as the beginning of his name.  

• Robert's blanket colour does begin with the same 
letter as his name.  

• The blue blanket is under the red blanket.  

• Liam and Kevin like their lower bunks  

• Kevin is in the middle bed.  

• Ian does not share a bunk with Kevin.  

• The brown blanket is at the end of a row.  

• The yellow blanket is above the black blanket.  

 What colour is each boy's blanket? 

Food 
It’s been a busy week this week with students cooking many different dishes.  

I set the Y7 and Y8 a Mexican themed dish this week, Quesadillas and they have seemed very popular with some fantastic 
results and variations on the original recipe which is fantastic as it is allowing students to explore different combinations of 
ingredients. 

In year 9 I set a task to make a quiche including making short crust pastry. This is a high level skill and rewarding when done 
correctly. We continue to receive photos of some amazing dishes. Students are experimenting with different fillings and 
ingredients to suit their families tastes which I encourage. 

In addition, I have had a number of students who have sent in their baking pictures which I am thrilled about as it is 
developing their skills and their confidence in the kitchen.  

Keep it up all of you and thank you to the adults at home encouraging the kitchen activities. 

     

 
   

 

 
    



  Sails and Oars      22 May 2020  

Geography 
Firstly, I would like to congratulate those who took part in the picture quiz which featured in last week’s addition.  I can 
confirm first place goes to Ben C (Y7) with the top score of 17! Second place goes to Adam W (Y11) and third place to Ben S 
(Y7). Really impressive awareness of places around the world! 

A big well done from Mrs O’Brien to year 8 for your fantastic research on waterfalls from around the world.  Below shows 
some of the waterfalls students chose to research. 
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This week’s geography stars 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 

Izzy B 
Isobel B 
Ben C 
Isabella P 
Grace B 
Archie B 

Maddie H 
Olivia M 
Olivia R 
Owen W  
Tyler W 

Jack D 
Georgie E 
Laura G-L 
Sabeena P 
Million T 

Hannah B 
Tess B 
Lily Mc 
Carlos W 
Macy G 
Ruby O-S 
Sophia S 

Evie B 
Orion J 
Tasnim H 
Richard N 
Yasmine B 
Evie O’R 
Jensen S. 

Esther H 
Jack M 

Music
Our ‘Learn a tune a week’ is Shallow from the film A star 
is born. Music and tutorial videos can be found under  
https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/music/practical-
activities   

Week 7: Shallow was performed in the film by Lady Gaga 
and Bradley Cooper. There are parts for any string, wind, 
brass instruments, ukulele, guitar, drums, singing, 
piano/keyboard, and virtual keyboard apps. Enjoy and 
feel free to share any pictures/audio clips with the Music 
Department. We are loving hearing them.  

 
The BBC’s Great British Singalong  

The BBC is bringing the nation together in a mass 
singalong every week until the UK’s lockdown is lifted. 
BBC Radio 1, Radio 2, 6 Music, 1Xtra and the Asian 
Network join forces every Thursday at 9am for 
the BBC's Great British Singalong, a 
mass singalong designed to lift the nation's spirits. Each 
week is dedicated to different groups of people.  

This week’s track list 

1. Katy Perry, Roar  

2. Elbow, One day like this 

3. Curtis Mayfield, Move on up  

4. Stormzy, Blinded by your Grace (pt 2) 

5. RDB feat. Metz ‘n’ Trix, Aja Mahi.  

Tune in next Thursday at 9am to hear the next singalong 
selection. To visit past episodes, go to 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/brand/p088bjs0  

Reminders 

The Stockport Music Service Song Writing Competition 
(local) deadline is 22nd May 2020 (email: 
samantha.yates@stockport.gov.uk)  

 

The National Open Youth Orchestra application deadline 
is 12th June 2020 

 

The BBC Young Composer 2020 competition deadline is 5 
pm, Monday 20 July  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4mY3MbSJ
5G2LvSbzZPbc85G/bbc-young-composer-2020  

Remember to send in pictures of you playing/singing. Is 
anyone performing to their neighbours every Thursday at 
8pm. Mrs Didcote’s piece this week is “True Colours”. 
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History 
Well done to do Tyler W, Maddie R, Lola P for their projects, also a special mention to William D for being very reflective and 
resilient about his history work. 

Hiroshima 

by George H, Y9 

On the 6th August 1945, a B29 bomber dropped the first 
atomic bomb on Hiroshima.  It exploded at 8:15 580m 
above the city centre. Tens of thousands of people were 
killed instantly by the blaze. Over the following years the 
death toll rose to 200,000 after effects took hold.   

I have attached some photos of my family trip to 
Hiroshima last year. 

The A-Bomb Dome (a former promotion hall) which was 
close to the centre when the bomb exploded is all that 
remains of the old bombed city. 

The Peace Memorial Park was built in the 1950’s covering 
the area close to the centre of the blast.  A number of 
monuments have been built on behalf of different groups 
of victims.   

The Cenotaph was built in memory of the victims. The 
Children’s Peace Monument is surrounded by paper cranes 
(the Japanese symbol of longevity and happiness). 

 

    

Lola P, Y8 Tyler W, Y8 Maddie R, Y8 

   

Hiroshima Local News          7th august 1945 

A Day of Devastation 

Yesterday our beautiful city of Hiroshima was 
destroyed after our enemies, USA dropped a 
nuclear bomb on us. 

Thousands of innocent lives have been lost, 
most people will have life changing injuries 
because of the bomb, a lone fighter plane was 
seen flying over the city at 3pm and dropped 
the fatal bomb whilst people were at school or 
shopping, going about their daily lives. 

The president of America “Harry Truman” said “it was necessary to bring a quick 

ending to the war and it was unfortunate civilians had to die but if the war continued, even 
more people would have died.” 

Our prime minister “Hideki Tojo” said “we were thinking of negotiating peace anyway, 

so it really wasn’t necessary” He continued saying “we will retaliate and keep on 

fighting” But Hiroshima people are of the option that we should surrender and 
stop all this blood shed.

By Phoebe G, Y9 
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History hero's for last week’s work: 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Jack B 
Alyssa B-T 
Zander B 
Katie D 
Daisy J 
Charlie K 
Grace K 
Bethany M 
Millie M 
Finley N 
Fletcher N 
Ben S 
Rachel S 
Ethan W 

Isabella C 
Olivia M 
James M 
Tyler P 
Grace W 
Finley B 
Niamh L 
Lola P 
Jack R 
Jayden S 
Max W 
 

Kade B 
Callum D 
Ethan D 
Grace H 
Anna H 
Waleed S 
Charlie W 
Nathan W 
 

Mia D 
Maddy E 
Oliver G 
Jack K 
Will K 
Mollie B 
Jack H 
James H 
Hannah M 
Chris R 
 

Topics after half term: 

Year 7: Tudors: Edward V, Mary I and Elizabeth I 

Year 8: The British Empire and the Slave trade 

Year 9: Continuing with the Cold War 

Year 10: Finishing Weimar and Nazi Germany

MFL
¡Hola a tod@s! 

Greetings from Team Español! We hope that you are all 
keeping well during these unusual times, and that you 
have been able to keep up with the work being set on 
Firefly.  

This half term, Year 7 have been learning about school, 
Year 8 and Year 9 have been learning about towns and 
cities and Year 10 have been learning about food and 
festivals. The following pupils have been awarded  

Spanish Star of the Half Term for their consistent 
engagement with the work we have set since Easter: 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Ava B 

Grace B 

Izzy B 

Rosa H 

Eleanor H 

Maryam M 

Polly M 

Matilda W 

Isobel W 

Harrison B 

Ben F 

Macie H 

Louisa L 

Evie O’S 

Nicholas S 

Martha S 

Madison T 

Max W 

Mia A 

Harrison B 

Daniel C 

Isobel C 

Oliver D 

Dylan F 

Laura G-L 

Claudia H 

Kira H 

Lucy N 

George P 

Maya W 

Ellisia A 

Evie B 

Yasmine B 

Kiera H 

Lucy H 

Oliver J 

Richard N 

Daniel O’B 

Will T 

Ellie W 

 

Thank you for all of your hard work! 
Keep up the good work! We really 
appreciate the effort you have put in 
and it will certainly help when we 
return to school. Congratulations to 
Mr M. and Mrs D. Whittle as well, 
who have been awarded the 
prestigious Spanish Parents of 
the Half Term award after two of 
their children were named Spanish 
Stars of the Half Term! 

The following pupils have also done an amazing job of 
keeping up with their Memrise this half term: 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Roxy A 
Ava B 
Henry W 
Izzy B 
Grace B 
Eleanor H 
Isobel W 

Daniel M 
Max W 
Harry B 

Milly A 
Grace M 
Dylan F 
Kira H 
Joshua M 
Lucy N 
Annie S 
Maya W 
Claudia H 

Oliver J 
Leah R 
Jess W 
Ruben G 

If any of you are struggling with the work being set or 
have any questions about Spanish, please email your class 
teacher and we will be happy to help! It’s what we’re here 
for! 

Mr Kelly: t.kelly@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

Mr García: v.garciacampos@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 



  Sails and Oars      22 May 2020  

Half Term fun 

If you’re looking for something to fill your time over half term, why not find a Spanish-language film or TV show to watch? 
There are loads of suggestions for age-appropriate shows on our dedicated Firefly page: 

https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/spanish/tv-and-film-recommendations 

Hispanic music is also incredibly popular all around the world and now is the perfect time for you to get on YouTube and 
discover songs from Spain and Latin America. 

We’d love to hear what you have been up to or what your plans are for the half term, especially if they have a Spanish or 
international theme! Drop us an email (in Spanish or English) and let us know how you’re getting on. We’ve both written you 
a short message in Spanish below to let you know what we’ve been up to – how much of it can you work out without using 
an online dictionary? 

Keep safe, hispanistas, y ¡hasta pronto! 

Señor Kelly y Señor García 😊 

P.S. This week’s Palabra de la semana (Spanish word of the week) is: 

descansar (vb.) to relax 

Deberíais descansar durante las vacaciones. You should relax during the holidays. 

 

Un mensaje del Señor Kelly 

¡Hola chicas y chicos! ¿Qué tal?  

Estoy bien y afortunadamente no estoy enfermo, pero de 
vez en cuando ¡estoy un poco aburrido! Durante la 
semana, trabajo en mi oficina donde preparo clases, pero 
las tardes y los fines de semana hago otras cosas. 

Cuando hace buen tiempo, me chifla pasar tiempo en el 
jardín con mis gallinas. Tengo cuatro gallinas – Bunty, 
Bridget, Beryl y Blondie – y ¡son un poco traviesas! 
También me gusta leer libros y ver la televisión. El sábado 
pasado vi ‘Eurovision: Europe Shine A Light’. Fue bastante 
triste porque no hay Festival de la Canción de Eurovisión 
este año, pero fue un programa muy entretenido. Sobre 
todo, mi pasión es cocinar. La semana pasada cociné 
comida rumana por primera vez. ¡Estuvo muy rica! 

Durante las vacaciones la semana que viene, voy a 
trabajar en el jardín y descansar. Me gustaría visitar a mis 
amigos y a mi familia, pero en este momento ¡está 
prohibido!  

¿Y vosotros? ¿Qué estáis haciendo? ¿Qué vais a hacer 
durante las vacaciones? 

¡Hasta pronto! 

Señor Kelly 

 

Las gallinas de Señor 
Kelly y Señor Tidy 
(Bunty, Bridget, Beryl y 
Blondie). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Un mensaje del Señor García 

¡Hola chicos y chicas! 

Soy el señor García y durante el confinamiento he 
trabajado mucho en el huerto comunitario. El fin de 
semana pasado, fui al huerto y planté lechuga, coliflor, 
brocoli, fresas, tomates y chiles. Antes era un desastre, 
pero ahora está muy organizado y bastante más limpio. 
Me encanta trabajar en el huerto porque es muy divertido 
y emocionante, pero lo peor es que después estoy muy 
cansado.  

¡Adiós! 

La huerta comunitaria donde Señor García ha trabajado. 
¿Qué significan en inglés las palabras antes y después?  
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PE 
Inter-house 3km  

We have been very fortunate with another fantastic week 
of weather for completing our ongoing physical activities 
including the Inter-house 3km challenge for students, 
their families and staff. We have had around 150 
students, 50 family members and around 30 staff taking 
part. It is great to hear how inspired many of the students 
have been and how many have repeated the challenge in 
order to improve their time and because they enjoy it.  

Particular shout outs to the following for repeated runs: 

Lennox W, Gwen F, Dylan F & Rhys PB  

Results to be announced in next week’s newsletter 

Suggestions for future home schooling inter-house 
competitions are welcome & can be emailed to 
j.howarth@stockport.stockport.sch.uk or tweeted to 
@Stockport_SchPE 

 

Support 

We do understand that students have a number of tasks 
for other subjects which are maybe being done on 
computers or inside, so we really appreciate all the 
support parents and carers are offering in encouraging 
our students to keep as active as possible and being 
wonderful photographers capturing some great evidence. 

https://twitter.com/Stockport_SchPE

Aiden S 

 

Ms Schofield 

 

Lewis T 

 

Grace J 

 

Lennox W 

 

Ellie R 

 

Ms Howarth 

 

Joel H 

 

Mr Clifford 

 

Jacob B 

 

Mrs Walker 

 

Mrs Todd 

 

Jack B 
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Science 
Thank you and well done to everybody for the science 
work that you have done this half term. 

Century Stars  

Congratulations to Ibrahim K-A (Y10), Cameron J (Y11), 
Summer L-M (Y9), Isabella C (Y8) and Ben C (Y7). Time 
spent learning and consolidating with Century is worth 
doing. 

Kitchen Science 

During half term you might like to try some of the mini 
science activities we’ve written based on topics we cover 
in school.  It’s important to first consider any risks, and 
reduce the risks for your setting. (Risk assessing is a key 
part of science to prevent people getting hurt). They 
include one of the classic GCSE core practicals, osmosis in 
potatoes. 

https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/science/independent
-learning-in-science-support/kitchen-science---core-
practicals-at-home 

NOTE: You must ask your parent/guardian to read the 
practical instructions and ask for their permission in order 
to be able to complete it. 

Please send any photos to Sails and Oars via 
sailsandoars@stockport.stockport.sch.uk so we can see 
how you get on. Hopefully, like every science experiment; 
they will work perfectly.  

Quiz time: 

Can you match the science teacher to their favourite 
scientist? 

Marie Curie Albert Einstein  Charles Darwin  
Rosalind Franklin  Alfred Russell Wallace 

Choices: Mrs Simpson, Miss Downs, Ms Patkin, Mr 
Stonehouse, Mrs Perkins, Mr Wells and Mrs McGrory. 

 

Ruby C creating a periodic table  

   

 

Textiles 
Well done to all of the creative and talented students in 
Years 7-9 who have been sending me their designs and 
Textiles work this half term.  

Special mention goes to the following students for their 
amazing effort over the last 5 weeks! Well done 
everyone! 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 
Niamh A 
Isabella P 
Ben S 
Alice B 
Amera B 
Sam H 
Erin-Lily T 
Eleanor T 

Nick S 
Jayden S 
Abi W 

Tyler H 
Million T 
 

Well done also to Megan C in Year 11 who has been busy 
making face masks for members of staff in school!  

Megan made her first mask for her dad to wear when 
shopping and when word got around, some staff at school 
asked if she could make them one too!  

So far Megan has made masks for Mr Rough, Mrs Walker. 
Mr Williamson and Mr Taher!  

The pictures show Mrs Walker's mask and I'm sure you'll 
agree that it is brilliant!   
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 Beyond the classroom 
House Points Summer Week 3 

Congratulations to the following students this week, including Jacob B, Y7, who has 
accumulated more than 720 House points and counting… Amazing! 

Points 7 8 9  10 

300+  
Gold  

Lauren E 
Joshua W 
Safia H 
Hermione T 
Kade F 
Ted G 
Connor J 
Benjamin W 
Thomas W 
Aaron B 

Caitlin D 
Oliver D 
Lily P 
Jake C 
Jarvis Y 
Hannah H 
Yvana S 
Archie B 
Grace WE 
Emily W 

Nicholas S  
Maddie H 
Louise B 
Olivia B 
Grace W 
Tyler P, Oscar H 
Rebecca WW 
Niamh L  
 

Isobel C 
Polly J 
Izzabel T 
Lewis G 
Grace M 
Jessica W 
Kristian G 
Erin C 

Georgia A 
Molly D 
Niamh G 
Jose-Mae B 
Ollie O 

400+ 
Platinum 

Ben S 
Alice B 
Rosa H 
Kayley M 
Isobel W 

Matilda W 
Niamh A 
Freddie K 
Melissa M 
Alex B 

Maddie M Nicole M  

500+  

Isabella P 
Summer M 
Declan C 
Harrison M 

Eleanor H 
Mia F 
Lucas VA 

Jess M Nathan P  

Headteacher’s Award                                         Erin-Lily T (Y7) 

 

  

1st  Red  6965 

2nd  Orange 6943 

3rd  Blue 6848 

4th  Green 6815 

5th  Yellow 6811 
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Independent Learning at home 
While it is really important to keep up with your learning, especially as there won’t be enough time to go through all the topics 
that have been missed in detail once we return to school, we know that there are other very important things going on in 
everyone’s lives. It is all about trying your best and letting us know where you’re up to. 

• The most important thing is for everyone to stay healthy, mentally as well as physically. We don’t want you to panic 
or worry about school work. We just want you to try your best. 

• If there is a reason why you are not able to do any of your school work, please let your pastoral manager know and 
they will tell your teachers.  

• If you have done your work, please upload it/ mark as completed on Firefly/ send it to your teacher 
• If you are stuck with a specific subject, please also email your teachers if you are finding difficulties with any of your 

work; they will try to help you. Please also let them know if you are confused by what they have set or if too much 
has been set at once. 

• You should try to make a list of all the tasks that you have been set by teachers and try to do some each day, taking 
regular breaks and trying to avoid being distracted by your phone/ social media. However, you also need to spend 
time relaxing, connecting with friends and family (in your home or online) and getting some exercise.  

•  

These are unusual times…try your best with your work, ask for help if you need it, but staying well is the most important thing 
of all.  

 

 

 

 SAM Learning 

An amazing 5426 hours of learning have been completed 
since 20/03/20, with over 690 students completing an 
average of over 7.5 hours each! 

Top 3 students in the school since 21/03/20: 

1. Lucas V-A, Y7 
2. Georgia A, Y10 
3. Hannah J, Y7 

7 8 9 10 

Lucas VA 

Hannah J 

Erin-Lily T 

Sky J 

Courtney C 

Isabel R 

Dhrishti B 

Kieron A  

Conrad G 

Georgia A 

Josh M 

Phoebe R  

 

GCSE Pod 

Over 810 pods have been watched and downloaded since 
21/03/20. Top 10 users for all subjects: 

1. Georgia A 
2. Josh M 
3. William S 
4. Hannah M 
5. Calum H 
6. Orion J and Isobel C 
7. Molly D  
8. Ruben G  
9. Millie R and George K 
10. Ellie W 

We also know that students have been hard at work 
on Hegarty, Century and Memrise, as well as work 
done on paper or in books. Students are still earning 
house points and receiving certificates. 



  Sails and Oars      22 May 2020  

Beyond the Gate 

 

Caitlin B-B enjoying some 
home baking 

 

Charlie W year 9 did a 
5k run on Sunday for 

beechwood cancer care. 
It was in memory of his 
step Nana and he’s help 

to raise nearly £1000! 
We are so proud of him. 

 

Puzzle Answers 
Bunk Beds Answer 

Robert = Red, Harry = Blue, Brian = Yellow, Kevin = Black, Ian = Green, Liam = Brown 

Favourite Scientist 

Marie Curie: Mrs McGrory, Mr Stonehouse and Mrs Perkins 

Albert Einstein: Miss Downs,  

Alfred Russell Wallace: Ms Patkin 

Charles Darwin: Mr Wells 

Rosalind Franklin: Mrs Simpson 

 

Whitehead’s Wit 
 

Q. What’s the best part about living in Switzerland?  

A. Not sure, but the flag is a big plus. 

 

Someone stole my mood ring. I’m not sure how I feel about it. 

 

My new hobby is eating clocks. It’s rather time-consuming. 

 

Have you heard about corduroy pillows? They’re making headlines. 

 

This newsletter is produced by Stockport School. Any questions or queries please contact 
sailsandoars@stockport.stockport.sch.uk
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Subject Resources 
For general queries email Reception reception@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

Wellbeing Resources 

 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-
covid-19/   

https://www.time-to-change.org.uk/  

 
https://youngminds.org.uk/  

 
Guidance for parents and carers 
during COVID 19 

Financial Support 
As well as saving you money on food, children receiving free school meals bring additional money to the school to spend on 
their education. These students qualify for free revision guides, music tuition and financial help with other activities to support 
their learning and wellbeing. The money is transferred directly to a student’s Wisepay account and used with their thumbprint. 
During school closure, it means that you will receive vouchers to spend at supermarkets. 

Your child may qualify for free school meals if you receive one of the following benefits, as well as Child Benefit: 

• Income Support 
• Income-based Jobseekers Allowance 
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
• Universal Credit (provided your earned income is no more than £616.67 in the last Universal Credit assessment period) 
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
• The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 
• Child Tax Credit (provided you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no more than 

£16,190) 
• Working Tax Credit run-on paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

We would encourage you to apply if you meet the criteria above, as it will benefit your family as well as the school. You can do 
this by going on the council website at https://www.stockport.gov.uk/start/free-school-meals-application-form 

If you would like any help with applying, please contact your child's Pastoral Manager at school. 

 

www.samlearning.com 
The centre ID is sk2ss, your username and password are date of birth (ddmmyy) followed by 
your initials. Any problems, email s.wordsworth@stockport.stockport.sch.uk.  
If you need to reset your password https://platform.samlearning.com/activities/player 
 

 

https://app.century.tech/login/  
 login via firefly or directly via the website (using Chrome). An email was sent home with your 
passwords. Any questions, email d.patkin@stockport.stockport.sch.uk  

 
https://www.gcsepod.com/   problems: contact your English teacher 

 https://hegartymaths.com/  

 

https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/app/Home  Login: school email address, Password : 
(see email from school) Any questions: email d.patkin@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

 
https://theday.co.uk/quizzes 


