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Greetings from the Head 
 
Dear Students, Parents & Carers, 

Welcome to our latest edition of ‘Sails and Oars’ which again aims to keep you abreast of school life and connected with our 
community whilst we all continue to work safely from home.  

Whilst writing this introduction today, I had particular thoughts for our Year 11 students, whom under normal circumstances 
would today, have been coming towards the end of a very busy and anxious first full week of their written GCSE exams. As I 
cast my eye across the main hall of the school, which remains empty, quiet, and deserted of exam desks and chairs, I thought 
for our studious and well-prepared young adults whom would now have all been eager to demonstrate their knowledge and 
understanding in their final exams. I think this week especially with what it would and should have been, it only right to 
recognize the considerable impact that the coronavirus pandemic has had upon our brilliant Year 11 students. Our Year 11, 
whom through no fault of their own, have had their important last few weeks of schooling with their friends seized from them. 
Whilst we are assured by the government that all of our Year 11 students will receive the grades that they rightly deserve this 
summer, it goes only a little way to offset the loss of those important times in the growth of a student towards adulthood. 

Perhaps reassuringly though, we know from our knowledge of them, that our Year 11 students are generally well-rounded, 
strong, confident and articulate young people, whom through their experiences of growing up together in amongst the vibrant 
Stockport School community will not be deterred by these incredible current events. If anything, I would not be surprised to 
see many of our Year 11 students going on to make themselves, and those who care about them, including us at Stockport 
School, extremely proud of their future achievements. This week I would have been saying it to you in person before the start 
of your exams, unfortunately I have not been able to, therefore I would like to take the opportunity now to wish each and 
every one of you all the success in the world, as you very much deserve it. We hope, circumstances allowing, to be able to 
celebrate in some notable form together with you as a group of students and staff, on Thursday 20th August, when you are due 
to receive your GCSE results. In the interim, if any of our Year 11 students are worried or would like some advice, guidance and 
support with college applications, careers, or in just generally getting prepared for those next steps, please do get in touch 
with us. We want to do all that we can to help and support you. 

Earlier this week, I wrote to parents and carers to update them upon where we are as a school at the moment in terms of our 
provision for you our students and to also allay any fears that they might have for your safety, upon the back of the Prime 
Minister’s announcement this week, of what he termed the next phase of the governments ‘roadmap to recovery’, and in 
particular, the government’s aim for a partial re-opening of schools, starting in Primary Schools, with Reception, Year 1 and 
Year 6 aiming to return from 1st June, and then possibly for Year 10 and Year 12 students to have some form of ‘face to face 
contact’ before the end of the summer term.  
 
Whilst we are all eager to move safely out of the lockdown period, and return to a more normal way of life, including schooling 
and work, I would like to reassure you as our students, that we will only look to return in some form as a school, at the earliest 
during the next half term, when under the guidance and instruction of the government and their specialist medical and 
scientific advisors, it is deemed safe to do so. Despite the government announcement, there is no exact date currently set or 
outlined at present for this to occur in Secondary Schools. Therefore, at least for the moment until we know it is safe to do 
otherwise, no students will return to school. We will continue with our current plans and provisions to support you in your 
learning, as effectively as possible, via our Firefly remote learning provision.  
 
With regards to the coming weeks, we will continue with our current provision of remote working through until half term (this 
time next week), upon which, I would encourage you, and your family, to all take a well-deserved break from the home-
schooling routines for a few days. Whilst I have continually encouraged you to get into positive daily working routines, and so 
many of you have done so well with this. I think by this time next week, you will deserve a short break from your studies during 
the half term, before picking back up again, fresh, eager and ready to learn immediately afterwards on Monday 1st June, when 
we resume our home learning for the second half of the summer term. There will be no expectation after this next week 
therefore, for you to continue with online working during the half term holiday, although if you prefer to keep yourself 
occupied, you can of course continue to work through any outstanding tasks that you might have on your Firefly task page. It is 
important though over the next week, that you continue to work as hard as you possibly can to complete the tasks that are set 
for you by your teachers, knowing that you have a week off coming thereafter. 

Whilst working from home next week, your teachers will continue to award House points to you for the quality of your work 
and of your effort and determination to succeed. I am pleased that more of you have received emails this week, to 
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congratulate you upon hitting certain milestones in terms of House points, whether that be Bronze, Silver, Gold Awards, etc. 
Well done to each and every one of you! 

In terms of recognition, I would this week, like to encourage you as students (and maybe your parents too) to take the 
opportunity to ‘Thank a Teacher’. Wednesday 20th May, is national ‘Thank a Teacher Day’, and it is your opportunity should 
you wish, to give thanks to someone whom has given you guidance and support in your schooling, whether that be over a long 
period of time in school, or perhaps more recently even, during the coronavirus pandemic. The staff at Stockport School go to 
incredible lengths to support your success. Wednesday 20th May, is a date where you have an opportunity to let them know 
you care and appreciate their support and guidance. 

The ‘Thank a Teacher’ campaign is being led by the Teaching Awards Trust, in partnership with the Department for Education 
(DfE). Please join me and others in giving thanks to those who often think little of themselves but give much to those whom 
they support https://thankateacher.co.uk/thank-a-teacher-
day/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery 
 
I would like to start us off in recognising the contribution of others, by 
giving thanks and appreciation to Ms Patkin, whom each week during 
the lockdown, has given over much of her own time to encourage staff 
to contribute to this Sails and Oars publication, and to bringing it 
altogether as one document that we can all look upon with pride, 
helping to keep us in contact and connected as a community, celebrating 
much of what is so brilliant about our school. I therefore, start us off by 
giving great thanks and appreciation to Ms Patkin! 

Best wishes, stay safe, stay at home, and stay strong. 

Mr I. R. Irwin 
Headteacher                   
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Subject Round Up 

Drama 
Again, we have we been inundated with wonderful work 
by our creative students. Thank you for your imaginative 
pieces. It really goes to show that lockdown can bring out 
unexpected creative outpourings (it’s rumoured that 
Shakespeare wrote Hamlet during the Great Plague in 
1606). Many educationalists also say it is important for 
children to feel bored in order to then be creative. I 
wonder how many other creative activities are being 
produced out there in our remote school community? 
Please feel free to share them with us, it doesn’t have to 
have been set as a task on Firefly to count!  

• Archie B (Y7) created a wonderful stop 
motion/narration film with Lego and a special guest 
appearance!  

• Nuala L (Y7) performed a show for her family about a 
mad scientist, featuring Fairy Liquid and a magic 
teleportix phone box 
(the shower!)  

• Ellie R (Y7) performed 
a play to her family – 
with her pet guinea 
pig featuring as the 
main character!  

• Chloe H (Y10) – her 
costume design skills 
have blossomed as 
she has been making 
a skirt with cable ties, 
handmade key and 
feather attachments! 
(see picture) 

 

Year 10 GCSE Drama students have been working 
hard, with fantastic work on play reviews of Time of Your 
Life, learning how to analyse vocal skills and applying it to 
the play Blood Brothers.  

Firefly High Flyers scoring highly last week were: Maddie 
B, Kai G, Oliver J, Mia McD, Aaron W-B and Edward W. 
Particular mention goes to Adam V-J, Charlotte T, Jake O, 
Ruby O-S and Ciaran M for outstanding work. Keep it 
coming in; it’s so fantastic to see such great work and 
more importantly great efforts.  

The Midnight Gang  – David Walliams: online 
stream 

We have a special 
link to David 
Walliams, as his 
book Ratburger 
was filmed in 
Stockport School 
in 2017. Over 150 
students and staff were used as extras in the film, in 
addition to our students creating some of the designs for 
the Talent Show scene. We have such fantastic memories 
of that experience! What great news to see that his 
recent children’s show The Midnight Gang is being 
streamed online for free here until May 29th : 
https://www.cft.org.uk/the-midnight-gang-broadcast  

Part Miss Trunchbull and part 
Miss Hannigan, the monstrous 
Matron in The Midnight Gang 
wants the “little stinkers” on her 
children’s ward to pass out with 
fear. Played with swagger and 
wicked disdain by Jennie Dale, 
she is a brilliantly hissable villain 
in Chichester Festival theatre’s funny, touching and 
spirited musical version of David Walliams’ bestseller. It 
not only urges you to be kind while confined but also to 
beat boredom with the instruction: “Do a bit of 
pretending and your dreams come true.” 

Theatre Review 
Competition! 

As a special treat, I am 
holding a competition to write the most entertaining and 
engaging Theatre Review of The Midnight Gang. The 
word limit is 450 words maximum. The closing date is 
Mon 1st June and entries are to be sent by email to 
j.stone@stockport.stockport.sch.uk. The prize will be to 
see your review in print in Sails and Oars plus two free 
tickets to any future school drama show. If you need 
some help to review it – see this link 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxs9xnb/revision/
1  

There are two categories – KS3 (Years 7-9) and KS4 (Year 
10-11). I look forward to receiving your entries and 
hearing about your personal insights into the 
performance! All entrants will receive house points.  
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Full List:  Theatre in Lockdown 

Here is a link to all the best theatre out there for free. 
There are shows for very young children and adults – it is 
all free and all fabulous! 
https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2020/mar/17/hotte
st-front-room-seats-the-best-theatre-and-dance-to-
watch-online  

Simon Stephens  

As you may know, the 
very brilliant and lovely 
playwright Simon 
Stephens attended 
Stockport School in the 
1980s. He has kept the 
link with us, giving master 

classes and workshops to students, tickets to see his 
shows in Manchester and most recently bringing his 
touring play The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-
Time to our school Sports Hall in December 2019. Our 
drama studio is called the Simon Stephens Studio in 
honour of his great contributions to playwriting.  

Simon has 
written a 35 
minute 
monologue 
called Sea Wall 
for Andrew Scott 
(many of you 
would recognise 
Andrew as the 
“hot priest” in Fleabag and Moriarty in Sherlock). It is a 
mature monologue, suited for older students and parents, 
and is available here only until 18th May: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j01kVmBoJW0 
(Please check the monologue to ensure you are happy it is 
suitable for your child as it does contain swearing and a 
possibly upsetting storyline).  

Parents – if you wish to submit a Theatre Review of this 
(or any other play) as part of the Theatre Review 
Competition, send it to me at 
j.stone@stockport.stockport.sch.uk and you can see your 
review in the newsletter too! Plus 2 free tickets to our next 
school show. Closing date Mon 1st June. 

English 
Accelerated Reading 

Well done to all of you who've taken and passed quizzes 
this week. Our top AR quizzers are: 

• Year 7 - Freddie K, Mathilda W-O'N, Verity M, 
Ben C, Nikisha T 

• Year 8 - Olivia M, Josh B 
• Year 9 - Polly J, Zak H, Stan O, Chloe J 

And our AR summer term randomly selected winners 
are... 

• Year 7 - Polly M, Rhys PB, Aaron C 
• Year 8 - Mia P, Freddie P, Eve O’C 
• Year 9 - Laura GL, Jacob E, Jamie S 

 

 

English Shout 
outs 

Lucy N, Y9 produced a 
video of Act 1, Scene 1 
of Macbeth making 
great use of a wood 
burner as a prop. 

 

 

Claudia H, also Y9 created an 
intricate Macbeth themed 
artwork (A4 book for scale)  
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Food 
I am really impressed with 
the number of students 
engaging with the practical 
elements of the course.   

This week I set practical 
tasks for years 7 and 8  
(Quesadillas), and year 9 
(Quiche) with their 
homemade pastry. In 
addition to this I have had 
some images from students 
who have made foods for VE day.  

All students need to watch out for a competition I am 
going to run next term, where every student in the school 
can participate if they want to. It is going to be a bit of fun 
and prizes will be given out for the winners when we are 
back in school. Watch this space!!!!!  

Daniel B 

 

Charlie 

 

 

 

Alexandra B 

 

Amelia C 

 

 

 

Jamie S 

 

Georgina W 

 

 

 

Adam W 

 

Leah 

 

 

 

Geography 
The geography team want to give a big thank you and 
well done to all geography students.  We have been 
impressed by the work we have received, please check for 
your feedback through Firefly. Remember we are here 
should you need us. 

Geography- where in the world challenge 

This week the geography staff thought we would give you 
a challenge.  You may want to work as a team within your 
house or even against each other 🙂. 

Simply study the 18 pictures below and guess where in 
the world they are (country name is fine although extra 
points may be given for specific locations). 

Send your answers to 
k.zieman@stockport.stockport.sch.uk and the winners 
will be revealed in next week’s sails and oars addition. 
Good luck! 
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History 
There is much better engagement with work this week by 
a lot of year groups, well done and keep up the effort. 
Some great creativity projects, but special mention to 
Fletcher N for his project and for sharing his VE day 
celebrations (see pictures at the end of Sails and Oars). 

This week’s KS3 tasks will be research based to support 
the creative writing competition that the English 
Department are launching, and all year groups will have 
some retrieval quizzes to improve their knowledge recall.  
Finally, for any families interested in their family heritages 
ancestry UK had made their family tree services free to 
everyone https://www.ancestry.co.uk/ 

 

History hero's for last week’s work: 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Zander B 
Finley N 
Fletcher N  
Lucy H 
Ashley M 
Isobel B 
Summer M 
Alexandra B 
Isabelle B 
 

Poppy S 
Evie L 
Maddie R 
Kadey T 
Abi W 
Tyler Wi 
Leon H 
Mohamed D 
Finley B 
Ellie B 
Jennifer C 
Jayden S 
Oliver M 
Tyler P 

Joe B 
Mia B 
Ruby F 
Max C 
Izzy T 
Tyler H 
Henry I 
Lucy A 
Gabriel B 
Charley H 
Milly A 
Kade B 
Callum D 
Grace H 
Anna H 
Waleed S 
Charlie W 
Nathan W 

George K 
Molly D 
Marcus W 
Mollie B 
Jack H 
James H 
Chris R 
Precious S 

 

Fletcher N  

Maths  
https://twitter.com/Stockport_Maths 

HegartyMaths  

We have had another amazing week averaging over 8,000 
HegartyMaths questions per day!  

Well done to this week’s Hegarty Champions for the most 
questions correctly answered since Monday 11th May:  

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Jack M 

Jessica A 

Ben S  

Grace B 

Harvey C 

Emma W 

Grace J 

Alfie H  

Erik B 

Ellie CS 

Tyler H 

Sam L 

Joshua M 

Blake S 

Grace M 

George K 

Buster B 

Ibrahim KA 

Emelia W 

Hannah M 

Keep on working on your HegartyMaths tasks, and make 
sure that you’re letting your teachers know if you have 
any problems.  

Remember you can work on your HegartyMaths 
Independent Learning Lists if you have finished all your 
work. Next week we will be doing the draw for the £5 
Love to Shop vouchers for each year group, so get your 
lists in quick! 
https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/maths/hegartymaths-
independent-learning-lists 

Three Words Are The Answer To This Riddle 
Of Writing …  

Three words are the answers to this riddle of writing,  

Originally, I am a number of periods of fighting.  

Rotate my first letter clockwise around,  

And I become organs sensitive to sound.  

Again clockwise my first letter you must twist,  

And I become one of eight in the planetary list.  

What am I?  

A Seriously Strange Sequence and Space  

What number and letter complete the sequence below?  

7M, 5V, 5E, 4M, 7J, 6S, 6U, __?  
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HegartyMaths Leagues  

Well done to all teams in the HegartyMaths Leagues. 7X3, 
8X2, 9Y3 and 10Y1 are in the running to win the Dominos 
pizza parties, but lots can change over the next few 
weeks. Click on the link below to view the latest results 
and next week’s fixtures. 
https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/maths/hegartymathslea
gue-results-and-fixtures 

Next week the competition is a normal competition 
between classes, competing to complete the most quizzes 
answered at over 70%.  

Higher GCSE or A-Level Maths Aspirations  

If you are interested in going on to do A-Level maths or 
would like to achieve a grade 8 or 9 in your GCSEs, tune 
into Mr Hegarty’s sessions every day at 2pm. 
https://www.youtube.com/hegartymaths/live 

MFL  
Guten Tag! 

Vielen Dank to everyone who has been submitting work. 
There is some fantastic German learning happening 
around Stockport.  

Remember to click the links within each Firefly task. These 
will take you to extra grammar support and audio links for 
listening activities. 

 

Sehr gut gemacht! 

Year 7 -Archie B and Jack M. 

Year 8 - Harry H and Olivia M. 

Year 9 - Chloe J and Polly J 

Year 10 - Sophia S and Aime R 

 

Wanting more German? Check out the website for the 
Kika television channel. It has online shows, games and 
ideas for activities at home. 

https://www.kika.de/index.html  

 

 

 

 

 

Palabra de la semana (Spanish word of the 
week) 

canción (nf.) song 

ej. El Festival de la Canción de Eurovisión habría tenido 
lugar esta semana. 

The Eurovision Song Contest would have taken place this 
week. 

 

The Bundesliga starts back this week so all the football 
fans can get their fix the German way. Die Familie 
Robinson will be tuning in to watch Schalke 04 on 
Saturday. Here are some key football terms in German to 
help you get in the mood for some proper football. 

Anstoß (m.): Kick-off 

Anzeigetafel (f.): Scoreboard 

Auswärts Spiel (n.) Away Game 

Auswechselspieler 
(m.) 

Substitute 

Aus (n.) an Out 

Außenseiter (m.) Underdog 

Eckball (m.) Corner kick 

Einwurf (v.) a Throw in 

Elfmeter (m.) Penalty kick 

Handspiel (n.) Hand ball 

Kopfball (m.) Header 

Linienrichter (m.) Assistant referee 

Schießen (v.) To kick 

Torpfosten (m) Goal post 
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Music 

Learn a tune a week  
Our ‘Learn a tune a week’ this week is ‘Stuck with U’ by 
Ariana Grande and Justin Bieber. Music and tutorial 
videos can be found under: 
https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/music/practical-
activities Week 6: Stuck with U.  'Stuck with U' was 
released on 8th May 2020 (last week) by American singer 
Ariana Grande and Canadian singer Justin Bieber. It was 
released as a charity single and is a 'romantic' retro pop 
song all about being grateful to spend time with a loved 
one.  

The BBC Lockdown piece – You Got the Love is also now 
on firefly for those musicians that can read music under 
the same practical activities folder.  

Student highlights: 

It has been great to hear about students engaging with 
our activities at home. Here are just a couple: 

Erik B (8Da) – Composing a lot of music in his own time 
and uploading them onto sound cloud, spotify and iTunes. 
(Also passing on the ‘tune a week’ music to his brother). 

Isobel C (9Da) – composing a fab piece of music on piano 
called ‘The storm awakening’ and working hard on 
GCSEpod music resources.  

Jacob B (7Lo) – for his amazing efforts each week on every 
assigned music task.  

Florence S (7Es) and Ruby S (9Tu) – forming a family band 
at home and recording in their home recording studio the 
‘tune a week’.  

Olivia R (8Da) – for her amazing work on Latin and 
Caribbean music.  

Is anyone else performing on their doorstep on a 
Thursday for the NHS? If so, please share your photos 
with us.  

 

Homeskool Beatboxing with SK SHLOMO 

You can now learn how to beatbox from home for free.  

SK Shlomo is a world record breaking beatboxer who has 
performed with the likes of Ed Sheeran, Lily Allen, 
Rudimental and performed at festivals such as 
Glastonbury.   

He has started an exciting online project with live 
streamed interactive shows each Thursday at 2pm.  

To get involved, simply visit 
https://beatboxadventures.com  

Flo S Y7 having a go on the Ukulele.  
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PE 
Our students continue to meet the challenge of the tasks being set for them by the PE department. Those students 
mentioned each week are a snap shot of those who are demonstrating resilience and engaging with the new ways of learning 
and  
Congratulations to Y10 GCSE students Mia L and Hamish Y who are excelling at remote learning tasks. 
Pentathlon challenge 

Congratulations to all the KS3 students who achieved their bronze, silver or gold awards after completing their five events.  
Interhouse 3km – deadline Friday 22 May  

The challenge is underway and all houses have submitted times (though some have more participants than others!!) 
We encourage ALL our students and families to get out if they are able and complete this (walking is accepted!) – the 
weather looks fair all next week too. 
The staff have also been getting active as part of their 3km / 5km house competition. 

Our PE department is also to be featured in the boroughs PE newsletter to all schools so we look forward to showcasing the 
physical activity challenges our students have been involved in and celebrating success and sporting engagement in these 
challenging times. 
Physical Activity challenges 

We continue to see some great evidence of the challenges from 
the PE booklet being completed. This week’s highlights include: 

Louisa L – gymnastics routine (see photo right) 
Hannah H – choreography and solo performance 
Lennox W – insanity circuit 

We love seeing the evidence our students are sending in of them 
getting out, being active and creating their own workouts.  
https://twitter.com/Stockport_SchPE 

  

Mr Taher 

 

Ms Patkin 

 

Ellie R 

 

Dylan F 

 

George P 

 

Lennox W 

 

Mrs Grzywna 

 

Mia F 
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Science 
Thank you – Each week, more of you are completing 
Firefly tasks using the resource page link. 

Hopefully, you are finding the Firefly webpages easier to 
use. If you need any support, please email your science 
teacher for that task. 

You will notice on Firefly you have three science tasks 
each week, one each for biology, chemistry and physics. If 
you have one teacher for more than one of the sciences, 
then you will still have three tasks, so that you cover the 
same amount of material per week. 

In Year 8, your skills lessons will be set by one of your 
other teachers during remote learning. 

Century Stars  

Century Stars this week are: Lucas VA (Y8), Sabeena P 
(Y10), Esther H (Y11), Mia P (Y9) and Florence S (Y7). This 
is pleasing to see because Century offers an excellent 
opportunity to consolidate learning after using the 
resource page and answering questions. The Century 
Learning Materials can also be used as an excellent 
resource to help complete your weekly Firefly tasks. 

Interesting activity   

https://www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk/engineering-at-
school is providing weekly science challenges to try at 
home all explained in their YouTube channel 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCH77uc8fV41tLXUs
DylHvwQ/videos   

Quick Science Quiz 

Take a deep breath and dive into this latest quiz. There’s a 
range of deep questions for you to discover. See how 
deep your knowledge goes! 

https://blog.doublehelix.csiro.au/diving-deep-a-quick-
quiz/ 

SEN 
Newly launched: COVID SEND HUB for 
families and educational settings 

Stockport Local Authority recognise that staying at home 
during this period of school closure is difficult and 
understand that parents and carers of children and young 
people with SEND may be facing additional challenging 
circumstances that are unique to their own personal 
situation. In response, Stockport launched a new SEND 
HUB to offer support and advice to families. This was 
launched on the 12 May 2020 and can be reached by 
telephoning 0161 217 6028. You will be asked about your 
needs and current concerns. We will then look at how 
best to support you as a family during COVID. 

Please be reassured that Stockport SEND, Inclusion and 
Therapy Services are still working alongside schools and 
educational settings. We continue to offer help and 
advice when needed on issues affecting the SEND 
community. This includes advice and support on: 

• Strategies to manage changes to routine 
• Challenging sleep patterns 
• Supporting home learning 
• Behaviour 
• Communication difficulties 
• Children and young people with hearing and 

visual needs 
• Diet 
• Transition back to school 
• Sensory issues 

The newly created SEND HUB is a multi-agency team. It 
offers a central point of contact for families, professionals 
and young people, who are  0 to 25 and at any stage of 
the SEND process. You can discuss any concerns in 
relation to a child or young person with SEND. You do not 
have to have a formal diagnosis to contact the HUB or 
have an EHCP in place. Once you have shared your 
concerns, the SEND HUB team will work with you to 
provide support or signpost you to the best support 
options, guidance and information that is available. 

Special mentions to 

Caden L Y9- Has produced excellent work on Macbeth. He 
is learning lots of new words like 'prophecies'. Well done! 

Jarvis Y Y7- Has been getting lots of house points for his 
positive attitude to remote learning. Well done! 

Sienna A Y7- Has worked hard on The boy in the striped 
pyjamas  and used a Venn diagram and highlighters to 
pick out important parts of the story. Great idea! 

Jessica A Y7-  Has worked really hard and is completing 
lots of work. She is receiving lots of awards in maths and 
has also found a new interest in geography. Very 
impressive! 



  Sails and Oars      15 May 2020  

Beyond the Classroom 
House Points Summer Term Week 3 

Well done to all those who have achieved their reward certificates. Messages of 
congratulations have been sent home.  

Congratulations to the following students this week: 

Students have been busy earning reward points – keep up the good work!  

 

And a quick shout out from Mr Williamson to the following Year 7 students for outstanding contributions this 
week: 

 Niamh A 7V 
Jack M 7T 

Alice B 7G 
Isobel W 7P 

Aaron C 7M 
Corey P 7E 

Lily A 7E 

Harrison M 7M 
Ben C 7V 

Archie B 7M 

Independent Learning at home 
While it is really important to keep up with your learning, especially as there won’t be enough time to go through all the topics 
that have been missed in detail once we return to school, we know that there are also other very important things going on in 
everyone’s lives. It is all about trying your best and letting us know where you’re up to. 

• The most important thing is for everyone to stay healthy, mentally as well as physically. We don’t want you panicking or 
worrying about school work. We just want you to try your best. 

• If there is a reason why you are not able to do any of your school work, please let your pastoral manager know and they 
will tell your teachers.  

• If you have done your work, please upload it/ mark as completed on Firefly/ send it to your teacher 
• If you are stuck with a specific subject, please email your teachers they will try to help you. Please also let them know if you 

are confused by what they have set or if too much has been set at once. 
• You should make a list of all the tasks that you have been set by teachers and to do some each day, taking regular breaks 

and trying to avoid being distracted by your phone/social media. However, you also need to spend time relaxing, connecting 
with friends and family (in your home or online) and getting some exercise.  

These are unusual times…try your best with your work, ask for help if you need it, but staying well is the most important thing 
of all. 

1st  Red  4688  

2nd  Orange  4613 

3rd  Blue  4601  

4th  Green  4585  

5th  Yellow  4566  

Points Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

300+  

Gold  

Alex B 
Harvey C 
Charlie JG 
Elle TM 
Ruby S 
Aaron C 
Izzy W 
Alexis G 
Alfie B 

Leighton L 
Erin B 
Florence S 
Katie W 
Grace B 
Maryam M 
Emma H 
Ellie R 

Jake T 
Isobel B 
Katie J 
Jasmine I 
Jack M 
Ellie W 
Jake A 
Ava B 
 

Ryley L 
Lucy C 
Evie L 
Esme CDL 
Chloe M 
Chloe S 

Stan O 
Maya W 
Charlotte H 
Claudia H 
Lucy A 
Lucy N 
Oliver D 
Zara A 
Gabriel B 

Mia L 
Caitlyn B 
Tasnim H 
Oliver J 

400+ 

Platinum 

Connie G 
Leah P 
Jessica M 
Corey P 
Luca H 
Eleanor T 
Ben F 

Jack B 
Joel H, 
Abbie E 
Charlotte S 
Millie M 
Rachel S 

Alice A 
Rowan H, 
Isabel L 
Olivia M 

Maximus T  

500+  Lewis T    
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SAM Learning 

An amazing 5182 hours of learning have been completed 
since 20/03/20, with over 685 students completing an 
average of over 7.5 hours each! 

Top students in the school since 21/03/20: 

Overall in school: Lucas V-A (Y7), Georgia A (Y10) and 
Hannah J (Y7).   

7 8 9 10 

Lucas VA 

Hannah J 

Erin-Lily T 

Sky J 

Courtney C 

Isabel R 

Dhrishti B 

Tyler H 

Milly A 

Georgia A 

Josh M  

Phoebe R 

 

GCSE Pod 

Over 730 pods have been watched and downloaded since 
21/03/20. Top 10 users in Year 10 for all subjects: 

1. Georgia A 
2. William S 
3. Josh M and Calum H 
4. Orion J and Isobel C 
5. Molly D  
6. Ruben G  
7. Millie R and George K 
8. Ellie W 
9. Charlotte T, Hannah M and James G 
10. George B 

We also know that students have been hard at work on 
Hegarty, Century and Memrise, as well as work done on 
paper or in books. Students are still earning house points 
and receiving certificates.  

Special mention to Jessica A (Y7) this week for her efforts 
in maths! 

 

CAREERS Skills focus of the fortnight: Problem solving.  
Problem solving is a very important employability skill and was voted the number 2 top skill through our year 7 skills survey 
at the start of the year. Covid19 has presented each and every one of us with problems. Whether it be that we’re not able to 
see friends and family, not able to go to school or work or even just not being able to get our hair cut. We’ve all been 
presented with a whole host of new problems that are out of our hands. However, there are ways and means of dealing with 
these problems that we might not even realise we’ve been using. How have you dealt with your issues during lockdown? 
Maybe you’ve helped a family member have a home hair cut? Perhaps you’ve done some shopping for a vulnerable family 
member or developed a new love of outdoor exercise? 

We’ve had to get creative in our ways to try and combat these problems, we’ve worked together and we may have even 
learnt some brand new skills along the way! This is fantastic personal development that will enhance our employability skills 
for the future.  

In terms of careers related activities you can be doing at home, remember if you are year 7 or 8 you can access the careers 
activities through Firefly. If you are years 9, 10 or 11, you can watch live careers talks via 
https://www.speakersforschools.org/inspiration/vtalks/upcoming-vtalks/ 

If you are a year 10 student please make sure you check your emails this week as you will have an offer of CV support from 
Miss Scholes. This is an opportunity for you to ask any CV related questions through email to a.scholes-
higham@stockport.stockport.sch.uk or to send over your CV for feedback and suggested improvements or guidance.  

Finally, as always, if you have any careers related stories or experiences that you’d like to share, please email a.scholes-
higham@stockport.stockport.sch.uk or b.schofield@stockport.stockport.sch.uk for a chance to have it published in the next 
careers section of Sails and Oars. 
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Creative Writing 
My Thoughts on Feminism  

by Maisy D, Year 11 

Does the fight for equal rights for both men and women 
disguise itself as the oppression of men? It is a known fact 
that women have had to go through turmoil featuring 
combat and challenge to receive the precious gift of basic 
human rights, such as voting, a right all should receive 
and men were just born with. That win that took years to 
obtain and shape-shifted the future for women, yet that 
does not place a mask on the multiple other provocations 
women are punched with daily.  

The popular app TikTok has lately been presented with 
the trend of addressing men with the term: ‘Wallets’. On 
these videos, the comments are drowned in both 
frustration and joy that men are obtaining the 
experiences women are also swallowed up with; women 
have been objectified with the name ‘Dishwashers’ which 
stems from the stereotype plastered on women that they 
‘belong in the kitchen’. Because of this, is it only fair that 
both sexes are encountering the same treatment?  

As well as this, the social media platform Twitter has been 
warped with rumours that some American citizens want 
to remove the 19th amendment that gives women the 
right to vote in America, a right that men receive without 
hesitation. Doing this will only erupt in a fight for rights 
once again, just like in 1873 with the Suffragette 
movement that displayed violence, pain, brutality and 
even death; do we really want that again? 

If men and women were to receive full equal rights, it 
could cause an uproar of controversy. For example: it is 
evident that men are socially allowed to roam in public 
shirtless, yet women are not as it is deemed 
inappropriate; is this because women’s bodies are 
oversexualised?  

This links to another issue: catcalling. Catcalling is defined 
as a loud or shrill whistle or comment directed at 
someone (it can happen to someone of any gender). 
Catcalls have been misrepresented as ‘compliments’; 
however, the term catcall stems from the disapproval of 
theatre acts in the 17th century…is that a compliment? 
65% women reported being catcalled on their lives.  

It is clear things have progressed since 1873; however, 
things still are not great. Even the idea of starving 
America’s women of the right to vote should have been 
dismissed without hesitation. Men also receive catcalls 
and sexual assault, but you cannot oppress the 
oppressors.  

 

 

Beyond the Gate 
Fletcher N and family in year 7 decorated their house for 
VE day including making two scarecrows which earned 
the second place in a local competition. 
 

 

 
 
 
Amera L (Y7) made some bunting and afternoon tea for 
her grandmother who is a key worker and for several of 
her elderly neighbours.  
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National Diversity Awards 

 
Hey! If you're reading this, you might know me from your 
assemblies throughout February! My name is Faith Oliver 
and I am one of the year 11 senior prefects; I am also one 
of Stockport's Members of Youth Parliament. 

A few weeks ago, I was nominated for a National Diversity 
Award! The awards are run by ITV and are a big event that 
happens every year. I’m really happy to have been 
nominated for such an award. 
I have been nominated in the Positive Role Model (LGBT) 
category due to the work I've done surrounding Hate 
Crime and Conversion Therapy.  
It warms my heart that I have made such a difference in 
people's lives that I would be nominated for such an 
amazing award. 
Voting closes in June, so I would love it if you could vote 
for me using this link: tinyurl.com/VoteForFO. 

If you have any questions or want to get in touch with me 
in regards to my MYP work, you can contact me on 
Twitter @FaithOliverMYP! 
I hope that you are all staying safe and well at this 
turbulent time and my prayers are with you all!  

Puzzle Answers 
Three Words Are The Answer  

Wars, Ears and Mars.  

“Originally, I am a number of periods of fighting.” This 
refers to ‘Wars’.  

“Rotate my first letter clockwise around, and I become 
organs sensitive to sound.” If you rotate the W clockwise 
90 degrees from the word ‘Wars’ you end up with the 
letter E. Keeping the remaining ‘ars’ and the word ‘Ears’ is 
formed.  

“Again clockwise my first letter you must twist, and I 
become one of eight in the planetary list.” If you rotate 
the letter E from ‘Ears’ 90 degrees again, you end up with 
the letter M. Keeping the ‘ars’ and the word ‘Mars’ is 
created.  

A Seriously Strange Sequence and Space 
Answer  

7N  

The sequence represents the order of the planets.  

The letters represent the first letter of the planets from 
the closest to the sun to the furthest from the sun. The 
adjacent numbers represent the number of letters in the 
name of each planet.  

For instance, 7M = Mercury (beginning with M and 
containing 7 letters).  

The blank space in the sequence represents Neptune, 
which has 7 letters and begins with an N thus the answer 
is 7N.  

Whitehead’s Wit 
More Dad jokes... You know it makes sense... Have a good weekend everyone and stay safe... 

"I don't trust stairs. They're always up to something." 

 "Why can't a nose be 12 inches long? Because then it would be a foot." 

"How many tickles does it take to make an octopus laugh? Ten tickles." 

"Did you hear about the guy who invented the knock-knock joke? He won the 'no-bell' prize." 

"I wouldn't buy anything with velcro. It's a total rip-off." 

Thank you and goodnight!!  Mr W 

 

 

 

This newsletter is produced by Stockport School. Any questions or queries please contact 
sailsandoars@stockport.stockport.sch.uk
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Subject Resources 
For general queries email Reception reception@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

Wellbeing Resources 

 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-
covid-19/   

https://www.time-to-change.org.uk/  

 
https://youngminds.org.uk/  

 
Guidance for parents and carers 
during COVID 19 

Financial Support 
As well as saving you money on food, children receiving free school meals bring additional money to the school to spend on 
their education. These students qualify for free revision guides, music tuition and financial help with other activities to support 
their learning and wellbeing. The money is transferred directly to a student’s Wisepay account and used with their thumbprint. 
During school closure, it means that you will receive vouchers to spend at supermarkets. 

Your child may qualify for free school meals if you receive one of the following benefits, as well as Child Benefit: 

• Income Support 
• Income-based Jobseekers Allowance 
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
• Universal Credit (provided your earned income is no more than £616.67 in the last Universal Credit assessment period) 
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
• The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 
• Child Tax Credit (provided you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no more than 

£16,190) 
• Working Tax Credit run-on paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

We would encourage you to apply if you meet the criteria above, as it will benefit your family as well as the school. You can do 
this by going on the council website at https://www.stockport.gov.uk/start/free-school-meals-application-form 

If you would like any help with applying, please contact your child's Pastoral Manager at school. 

 

www.samlearning.com 
The centre ID is sk2ss, your username and password are date of birth (ddmmyy) followed by 
your initials. Any problems, email s.wordsworth@stockport.stockport.sch.uk.  
If you need to reset your password https://platform.samlearning.com/activities/player 
 

 

https://app.century.tech/login/  
 login via firefly or directly via the website (using Chrome). An email was sent home with your 
passwords. Any questions, email d.patkin@stockport.stockport.sch.uk  

 
https://www.gcsepod.com/   problems: contact your English teacher 

 https://hegartymaths.com/  

 

https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/app/Home  Login: school email address, Password : 
(see email from school) Any questions: email d.patkin@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

 
https://theday.co.uk/quizzes 


