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Greetings from the Head 

Dear Students, Parents & Carers, 

Welcome to our latest edition of ‘Sails and Oars’ which again aims to keep you abreast of school life and 
connected with our community whilst we all continue to work safely from home.  

Unfortunately, we haven’t been quite as blessed this week with glorious weather to keep our spirits up. 
However, I know many of you have continued to maintain your important exercise regimes and have where 
possible, taken some time out of your houses on a daily basis (whilst maintaining safe social distances) to get 
some fresh air in your lungs, perhaps by a gentle walk, a slightly more strenuous jog or run, taking a bike ride, or 
maybe even by taking your dog out for a walk. This is something that when not at school and in my suit, I enjoy 
spending time doing myself, as it helps me to relax and refresh my own mind from time to time. I think Alfie the 
Beagle also enjoys it too! 

         

Maintaining a healthy body and mind are important to us all, especially in times like the present, where we can 
all become slightly overwhelmed and maybe feel constrained by having to remain at home. It is important for us 
all to be mindful of finding and doing something that we find enjoyable, relaxing and calming and which helps us 
to maintain a healthy balance in our lives. As a school, we are well aware of the pressures facing you our 
students and you as parents and carers, and we understand that it is far from easy for you at the present time. 
As a staff, we have also found it an incredible challenge to try and maintain our effectiveness, working remotely 
to support you in your learning, and our own families at home, as best we can. 

In these editions of Sails and Oars, I mainly focus on recognising you our students and parents/carers, and I 
must once again give great praise to you in your determination to carry on and overcome the significant 
challenges that you face with home schooling and lock down. This week, has possibly in terms of progress and 
achievement, been our most successful since we were forced into lock down, with notable rises in the number 
of students logging on to Firefly on a daily basis and completing the tasks set by your teachers. I am really 
pleased that so many of you have shown the determination to learn and to progress despite not being in school. 

The positive Stockport School spirit and determination to achieve, is clear to see, and I am delighted to inform 
you that by way of example, I learned today from Mr Hinton, Director of Maths, that you, our amazing students, 
have incredibly, completed over 180,000 questions and more than 4,400 hours of learning on Hegarty Maths 
since the lock down started, placing us as one of the most successful schools in the country in terms of 
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engagement with learning on Hegarty Maths. This is something we should be proud of and something we 
should aim to build on further in the coming weeks whilst we remain in lockdown. 

You will hopefully have noticed this week, that most of the teaching staff now try to set work for you on Firefly 
at the beginning of the week with clear instruction and explanation of what you are required to do over the 
course of the week to complete the tasks and activities set for you. We hope that this has been easier for you to 
navigate on your Firefly task page, and for you to then organize your time each day to complete the tasks. 
Please do remember however, once you have completed your work and sent evidence of it back to your teacher 
either electronically or via photograph of your hand written work that is then emailed back to your teacher, to 
check it off on Firefly as ‘Done’. This is important so that your teachers know you have completed the work and 
so that they can review the quality of what you have done and provide important feedback to you. Once you 
have checked your work off as ‘Done’ on Firefly, it will also be removed as a ‘To Do’ task, hopefully relieving you 
of some pressure, and giving you a sense of accomplishment having completed it. 

Whilst working from home, your teachers will continue to award House points to you for the quality of your 
work and of your effort and determination to succeed. A number of you will have received emails this week, to 
congratulate you upon hitting certain milestones in terms of House points, whether that be Bronze, Silver, Gold 
Awards, etc. and I am delighted to see so many of you doing so well. On this note, I must mention one student 
in particular, whom has reached an incredible House points milestone, and is the first in the School to surpass 
the 600 House points mark! That student is Jake J (7M). Well done to everyone whom has given their best this 
week to succeed – please keep up the outstanding work. 

I would hope as students and as parents and carers, that you recognise and appreciate the incredible lengths 
that many of the staff go to in order to try and support you with your learning and with your general wellbeing. 
Your teachers and support staff care deeply about you and want to do everything they can to assist you at this 
difficult time. Whilst your teachers have been working tirelessly to adapt lessons and work for you to do at 
home so that you don’t fall behind in your studies, you will also be aware of other methods of support, from 
Form Tutors for example, whom may have sent you messages of encouragement checking on how you are 
doing, from Teaching Assistants whom may have been in contact to provide support and advice with your 
learning, and also and very importantly, the amazing Pastoral and SEN teams whom have been at the end of a 
phone line to provide much needed support and advice when required. 

I would like to take the opportunity to give praise and give thanks to the incredible dedication that members of 
the Pastoral and SEN teams give to their work with you. They are 100% committed to supporting you and play 
such a valuable role in the school.  

I would like to end this week by reminding you all not to be strangers during these isolated times, do all that you 
can to interact safely with those whom you care about. Think about your own wellbeing, and take time to find 
ways to energise yourself via exercise or alternatively via purposeful activities that help you relax. This is an 
important counterbalance in helping you to maintain your determined hard work with your studies each day. 

Please also don’t be a stranger from the staff at School. Your Teachers, Form Tutor, Pastoral Manager, and 
other staff are keen to hear from you and would welcome, in addition to the return of your work, emails letting 
them know how you are getting on and whether you would like any support. We are all here to support you and 
your parents/carers, in whatever way we can, so please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any queries or 
require any support whatsoever. The email addresses of all staff are available upon the School website and 
upon Firefly, should you need them. 

Best wishes, stay safe, stay at home, and stay strong. 

Mr I. R. Irwin 
Headteacher 
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Subject Round up 

Top Tip:  For help guides on some of the most common questions we are being asked about remote learning 
visit https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/distance-learning-section/students/help-section on Firefly 

 

Art, Photography and Textiles  
Students continue to be creative and inspired by their surrounding while at home. 

 

  

  

Sam H, Year 7 Phoebe G, Year 9 

  
 
 
 

   
Yildiz (Y10) responded to guidance improving each piece with feedback 

We all know that a book would not be successful without pictures and words or words and pictures. So, here’s your 
opportunity to explore each and realise their own equal importance!  

Fancy developing your creative thinking?    Realise the inner Illustrator in you?    
  Get a chance to produce a personalised piece of Artwork? 

This competition runs over the next three weeks and is a great opportunity for you to achieve house points for your team as well as 
indulging in the world of Illustration. 

What will I be doing? You will be re-creating your own book illustration for a book of your choice. You may produce this design in 
any means or material which suits you. It may be computer generated or by hand. 

All you have to do to enter is send j.grzywna@stockport.stockport.sch.uk  a picture of you reading your chosen book to illustrate by 
Wednesday 6th May 2020 and in reply you will be emailed some supportive resources to help you get started! 

All artwork will be rewarded before being shortlisted. Students will be given the opportunity to vote for their 
favourite of the three final illustrations chosen by the judging panel. Winners will receive either a love to shop 
voucher, book voucher or art pack. Submission of artwork is Friday 22nd May 2020 by emailing a photograph of 
your illustration to j.grzywna@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 
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Drama 
We have set ‘Make at home’ drama pieces and have seen a 
wide array of work coming in, thank you so much!  

• Noah G (Y7) created a fantastic stop motion drama 
piece with objects found at home.  

• Joseph S (Y7) made characters from pegs and 
devised a play starring his creations!  

• Mathilda W-O’N (Y7) created a highly detailed plot 
about an epidemic of ghosts, in which her brother 
and cat also had starring roles!  

• Isobel W (Y7) and Max W (Y8) created a joint piece 
in which Wander-Woman and Stax defeated the bad 
guys and saved the world – on wave-boards!  

• Leighton L (Y7) created a performance that used 
promenade theatre staging. 

• Jessica RS (Y7) showed great imagination with props 
– notably a broom, spatula and oranges!  

• Eleanor H (Y7) had fantastic audience response from 
her piece, in which she showed super emotions, 
especially via facial expressions, used props well, 
had considered the plot/storyline and had comedy 
in via Minnie’s role.   

• Martha C (Y8) created a play which involved her 
sisters taking parts!  

• Ben F (Y7) created a Lego set for his piece “The 
Wizard and the 
Knight” (see pic), 
great idea!  

• Alice B (Y7) created 
a piece using special 
effects in “The 
Magic Gloves” – 
highly effective!  

It really is a joy to see all this creativity going on during 
lockdown – it shows that drama can take place ANYWHERE! I 
love the way our students are using props, editing, their 
home/gardens, siblings, cats, wave-boards, home-made 
characters and pure imagination!  

Keep your comments coming in – remember just ticking the 
task means we don’t know what you’ve been doing (and 
we’d love to hear!). Send comments and write your drama 
ideas down, it shows what you’ve been doing!  

Keep up the fabulous work!  

(Apologies for exclamation mark overload, but it is exciting 
to see all this work!) 

Year 10 

GCSE Drama students have been busy watching online 
performances and writing up their GCSE Devised Assessment 
pieces. It has been an absolute pleasure to receive hard work 
and effort of the class students, who have sent in 1600 
words of their GCSE log book – what a tremendous effort!  
Students have received multiple house-points for such 
fantastic hard work.  

Watch theatre at home 

As you know, you have access to lots of free drama 
performances online during lockdown. I do hope you are 
managing to catch some shows! If you need some 
encouragement, here is a rave review of a show last week by 
Maddie B (Y10) 

Live Performance Review: Twelfth Night 
(National Theatre Online, YouTube)  

I watched the play Twelfth 
Night and overall, I would 
definitely recommend it. One 
of the things they did well was 
making the set changes very 
interesting by using circular 
stage that would spin around. It meant that the audience’s 
focus was not lost and was done in a way that made me not 
want to take my eyes off of the stage.  

I liked the costumes as they featured modern brands and a 
style that a modern audience could relate to. This helped the 
story a lot as the old English language sometimes makes 
plays seem extremely far away from reality, however the 
costumes bought a modern twist that the audience could 
relate to. 

Some of my favourite parts of the play were when the 
characters would break the 4th wall and speak directly to the 
audience. My favourite example of this was when Malvolio 
was reading the letter that she thought Olivia had sent to 
her. The Shakespearian language also would have made the 
story hard to follow, however because of the complete 
overacting the actors showed, I found it extremely easy to 
keep up with.  

PLAYS TO WATCH - over to you!  

Plays to watch over the next week (**Check for age 
appropriateness**) 

• ***National Theatre - every Thursday 7pm a new 
show premieres on its YouTube Channel for a week.   
From Thurs 30 April, Frankenstein: Academy 
Award®-winner Danny Boyle directs Benedict 
Cumberbatch and Jonny Lee Miller. Age 15+ 

• BBC iPlayer – Culture in Quarantine – Othello, 
Romeo and Juliet, Midsummer Night’s Dream, Much 
Ado About Nothing, Macbeth, Hamlet, Merchant of 
Venice, The Tempest (all high quality shows!) 

• Brechtian style plays 
https://www.toldbyanidiot.org/idiot-show-
archive?fbclid=IwAR3zZ3qfnHANhrT0r_lb1hb4ygy0a
H8G2mJR_OKYdmhiS7RDrXvz45DNbAc  

• https://southwarkplayhouse.co.uk/streaming/  
selection of 4 plays 
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• Gecko Theatre - fantastic physical theatre, lots of 
full shows 
https://www.youtube.com/user/GeckoTheatreCo   

• Shakespeare Globe - currently showing Romeo and 
Juliet  
https://www.youtube.com/user/ShakespearesGlob
e  

• Royal Opera House - Fantastic ballets, 
Metamorphosis, Peter and the Wolf, for all ages 
https://www.youtube.com/user/RoyalOperaHouse  

• Andrew Lloyd Webber shows - YouTube. Each Friday 
at 7pm a show will be released for 48hrs.  

• Sky Arts Matthew Bourne Dance - 3 May the award-
winning dance thriller The Car Man  

• Love's Labours Lost (signed for D/deaf people) 
https://www.youtube.com/user/markdeafinitely  

• Sadlers Wells https://www.sadlerswells.com/  
• The Importance of Being Earnest 

https://www.curveonline.co.uk/news/watch-our-
archive-recording-of-the-importance-of-being-
earnest/   

• Dance workshops - different workshops for children 
and elders 
https://www.youtube.com/user/sadlerswells   

• Frantic Assembly workshops 
https://www.franticassembly.co.uk/frantic-
digital?fbclid=IwAR2YlO_VZgpJax4L1yIfZCyCPdQHX
wcd9GcKmd0n1rTnq6NWnmrPeaPCyQM   

• Finnish Ballet and dance 
https://oopperabaletti.fi/en/stage24/?gclid=EAIaIQ
obChMIi6ac-
_v46AIVguFRCh3qiwySEAAYASAAEgIBXPD_BwE  

English 
The following students have been nominated by their English 
teacher for their resilience and enthusiasm over the past 
four weeks - well done! Extra House points will be added for 
you!  

Y7 Y8 Y9 Y10 
Gwen F 
Jack B 
Dylan E 
Sam S 
Aaron C 
Kade F  
Isobel W 
Isabelle B 
Jacob B 
Junaid H 
Roxy A 

Olivia M 
Jack B 
Jennifer C 
Max M 
Poppy S 
Ruby S 
Lucy C 
Jayden S 
Jess H 

Max C 
Grace D 
Santana D 
Lucy N 
Tyler H 
Stan J 
Dylan F 
Maya W 
Tiegan T-M 
Lily W 
Mollie B 
Ryan B 
Maximus T 

Molly B 
Josh M 
Yildiz A 
Jack G 
Oliver J 
Lucy H 
Jack H 
Sam B 
Orion J 
James H 
Jensen S 
Oliver G 
Aime R  

 

Max T (year 8) and family getting creative: a home 
performance of Act 1 sc1 Macbeth. 

 

Food 
KS3 students have been busy over the last week.  

So many of the students are getting the opportunity to cook 
at home and here is just a handful of dishes that have been 
submitted.  

Year 7 are developing knife skills with a fruit salad.  

  

Year 8 are looking at foods from around the world and have 
started with a Bolognese sauce. Some added to spaghetti 
and one student made lasagne.  

  

Year 9 are looking at balanced diets throughout the day and 
started with breakfast and made Scotch pancakes focussing 
on temperature control. 

   

All the recipes are available on the resources section on 
Firefly https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/food-technology 

Well done to the students. 
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Geography 
This week the geography team wanted to celebrate your 
efforts so far and highlight particular students who have 
impressed with their independent learning during these 
challenging times; 

Year 11: Esther H, Jack M & Megan W  

Year 10: Josie Mai B, Oliver B, Jake O, Charlotte T, Yildiz A, 
Hope B, Lucy C, Emily K, Lily M, Beau B, Jasmine B, Izzy C, Ted 
D, Tasnim H, Orion J, Richard N, Mia T & Mia M 

Year 9: Zara A, Joe M, Chloe J, Stan O, Sabeena P & Maya W 

Year 8 : Finlay B, Louise B, Kiera B, Olivia B, Jennifer C, Lauren 
E, Ben F, Emily G, Adam G, Bethany H, Isabel H, Harry H, Katy 
H, Maddie H, Harry H, Alice K, Daisy M, Max M, Olivia M, 
Rhys M, Evie O, Maddie R, Nicholas S, Jayden S, Ella-M, Abi 
W, Madison T, Lily W, Isabella C & Evie L 

Year 7: Niamh A, Ayla B, Zi Nan C, Ben C, Thomas C, Oliver 
D, Ben F, Connie G, Junaid H, Callum H, Joel H, Alex L, Kayley 
M, Summer M, Harrison M, Matthew M, Sam H, Polly 
M,  Isobel B, Isabella P, Sam S, Rachel S, Eleanor S, Eleanor T, 
Emily W & Izzy W 

Well done and thank you everyone, remember we are here 
to help with tasks set please contact us if you require 
through firefly or email…. 

…. the very proud Geography team. 

History 
Next week in History we are going to set work based on 
Pearson’s ActiveLearn e-book pages to support your 
learning. These are electronic versions of the text books and 
can be accessed by clicking on:  

https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/app/Home 

Login: school email address  

Password: (see email from school)  

Any questions, please email 
d.patkin@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

Or: https://www.pearson.com/uk/learners/secondary-
students-and-parents.html  

Click on the view books button and accept the terms and 
conditions.  

Please feedback to j.lytham@stockport.stockport.sch.uk  for 
any problems with any History work. 

And a special mention to Rachel S for 
her drawing and Eleanor T for her 
poem. 

The King of Many Wives  

The great King Henry ruled our land, he needed an heir to 
carry his name.  
Six wives it took, he just couldn’t be tamed.  
Some he loved, and the others, well … he should be 
ashamed.  
 
Catherine of Aragon, she was first.  
She had married his brother and some say she was cursed,  
For the children she carried took a turn for the worst and 
only little Mary survived.  
Henry shouted with force, “I need a son, we must get a 
divorce! 
 
Young Anne Boleyn was next in line, fit and healthy, just 
divine.  
Another daughter arrived in time; Elizabeth was her name.  
Anne’s beauty was her downfall and suitors she had many,  
Henry was unhappy, her head would have to go.  
 
Jane Seymour had the saddest tale; a true love match was 
made.  
Great joy, a boy to carry the name.  
Poor Jane, she died, how Henry cried,  
But he had his son, Prince Edward survived.  
 
Another Anne, this one from Cleves, her portrait showed 
great beauty  
The bride arrived, the veil removed and the artist proved 
dishonest.  
Henry wouldn’t stand for this, he would not be a fool  
A divorce was granted very soon before Henry lost his cool.  
 
Katherine Howard was number five, at just 19 she was very 
alive.  
She liked to dance and flirt with others.  
This angered Henry, it wouldn’t do  
With the slice of the axe her time was through  
 
Katherine Parr would be his last, at 55 King Henry passed  
Lucky Katherine, she had survived, the King of many wives.... 

History heroes 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 
11 

Grace B 
Helena M 
Abbie E 
Tyler R 
Sam S 
Hermione T 
Grace E 
Matilda W 
Rachel S 
Ben S 
Finley N 
Eleanor T 

Tom B 
Jack B 
Harrison B 
Alice K 
Jess M 
Rhys M 
Leah S 
Rachel S 
Abigail S-B 
Rebecca W-W 
Alfie F 
Leon H 
Ryley L 
Lucy C 

Charlotte H 
Sam C 
Jess O 
Max C 
Oliver D 
Tyler H 
Gabriel B 
Izzie T 
Mia B 
Phoebe G 
Charlie W 
Nathan W 

Oliver J 
Rosie K 
Leah  
Mia L 
Phoebe R 
Ollie O 
Ollie J 
Ellie W 
Ellie W 
Lauren S 
Will S 
Molly D 
George K 

Ben B 
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Maths 
HegartyMaths  

Well done to all the maths students who have clocked up an 
amazing 850.8 hours of learning this week. You have done 
the department proud and placed the school into the top 50 
on HegartyMaths.  Congratulations!! 

This week’s HegartyMaths Champions for the most quizzes 
completed since Monday 27th April: 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Declan C 

Hollie C 

Harrison M 

Leighton L 

Jayden S 

Lucan B 

Grace J 

Leon H 

Sam L 

Leah M 

Tyler H 

Maya W 

George K 

Charlie M 

Jake O 

Calum H 

Keep on working on your Hegarty tasks and email your 
teachers if you have any problems. 

HegartyMaths Leagues  

Well done to all teams in the HegartyMaths Leagues. 7x3, 
8x2, 9y3 and 10y1 lead their respective leagues. To view the 

latest results and next week’s fixtures visit 
https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/maths/hegartymathsleagu
e-results-and-fixtures  

Next week the competition will revert back to number of 
new quizzes answered at over 70%.  Will your class come out 
on top?   

Higher GCSE or A-Level Maths Aspirations  

If you are interested in going on to do A-Level maths or 
would like to achieve a grade 8 or 9 in your GCSEs, tune into 
Mr Hegarty’s sessions every day at 2pm. 
youtube.com/hegartymaths/live  

Twitter 

follow the maths department on Twitter 
https://twitter.com/Stockport_Maths 

Challenge 

Did you know that 1st May is the only first day of the month 
in 2020 which falls on a Friday? Add together all of the 
Fridays in each month this year…  Which three months have 
the same total? 

MFL
Bonjour, Guten Tag and Hola to you all!  

The MFL department hope you are all keeping safe during 
these unusual times. This is how the MFL department has 
been coping with lockdown:  

A number of us have been improving our gardening skills:  

• Mrs Glass has been putting her green fingers to work by 
growing lots of things from seed, including loads of 
tomatoes!  

• Mr García has also been putting his manos de jardinero 
to good use, adorning all of his plants with illustrated 
labels!  

• Mr Tipler has been hard at work making his garden look 
beautiful!  

• Mrs Robinson has been growing pimientos de padrón!  

Some of us have stuck to indoor activities:  

• Mr Kelly has left the gardening to Mr Tidy and has been 
expanding his culinary skills by choosing a new country 
to explore each week: so far, he has cooked dishes from 
Mexico, Greece, Georgia, Israel and Nigeria!  

• Miss Charon has been learning Polish on DuoLingo and 
mastering her videogame skills!  

• Ms Maitrias has started playing the piano again (not very 
successfully!)  

• Miss Thompson has been doing an online yoga class!  

We would also love to hear from you if you are getting up to 
anything else with an international flavour while you are 
stuck at home! Maybe you are learning a new language on 

Duolingo, watching 
a foreign-language 
TV series or 
cooking dishes 
from around the 
world? Email your 
class teacher with 
news of what you 
have been up to!  

We hope you are getting on all right with the work we have 
set. Remember that work will be set on Firefly (not just 
Memrise) and may not be set by your usual class teacher. 
We can see that more of you have been accessing the tasks 
this week but if you get stuck or have any questions just 
email your class teacher!  

Au revoir! Auf Wiedersehen! ¡Adiós!  

Miss Charon, Mr García, Mrs Glass, Mr Kelly, Ms Maitrias, 
Mrs Robinson, Miss Thompson & Mr Tipler 

 

Palabra de la semana (Spanish word of the 
week) 

ladrar (vb.) to bark 

ej. Mi hijo ladró pero creí que fue el perro. 

My son barked but I thought it was the dog. 
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Music 
BBC Young Composer 2020 (national)  

The BBC Young Composer 2020 competition is open to 
students aged 12-18 of all technical abilities, backgrounds 
and musical influences. Winners will participate in a tailored 
development programme. They will work with a mentor 
composer on a project with the BBC Concert Orchestra which 
will be performed and broadcast in a special young 
composers’ concert at the BBC Proms in 2021.  

They have extended the deadline for this year's competition 
to 5pm, Monday 20 July to enable as many students as 
possible to enter. 

In addition, they have launched a 30 Second Composition 
Challenge. They are challenging composers aged 12-18 to get 
creative at home and create a 30-second piece for a single 
instrument or voice. See the link below for all details: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4mY3MbSJ5G2
LvSbzZPbc85G/bbc-young-composer-2020  

The Stockport Music Service Song Writing 
Competition (local)  

Stockport Music Service are pleased to announce their first 
song-writing competition. The competition is open to any 
student aged 11-16 living or studying in Stockport. They are 
looking for songs between 2-4 minutes in any pop music 
genre. The closing date for entries is 22 May 2020, 5pm. The 
winner will receive a: 

• winner’s trophy 
• day in their recording studio 
• one-hour masterclass in song-writing from David 

O’Dowda 
• copy of Cubase Elements 10.5 software. 

 
In addition, 10 finalists will all receive a winner’s certificate 
and all applicants will receive a copy of Steinberg’s Cubase LE 
software. For more details, including an application form and 
a copy of the terms and conditions, please email: 
samantha.yates@stockport.gov.uk  

Student Music 
Performances 

A big well done to the following 
students for their fantastic work 
on their musical instruments at 
home. It has been amazing to 
hear about or to listen to the 

pieces they have been working on. Keep it up!  

• Nicholas S in Year 8 (acoustic guitar) – see photo 
• Florence S in Year 7 (Saxophone) – see photo  
• Jessica M in Year 7 (Saxophone)  
• Sam H in Year 7 (piano and guitar) 
• Eve O’C in Year 8 (drums) 

Learn a tune a week  

Our tune of the week is a true 
classic - Lean on me by Bill 
Withers. It was first released in 
April 1972! Unfortunately, Bill 
Withers passed away just a 
month ago aged 81.  

https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/music/practical-
activities/week-4-lean-on-me-by-bill-withers-4th-july-1938-
30th-march-2020 

On Sunday night many different Canadian artists performed 
Lean on Me to raise money to help people during the 
Coronavirus crisis. It is such a bright, positive piece of music.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=athd
5_CW_z0&feature=emb_logo 

PE 
https://twitter.com/Stockport_SchPE 

This week KS3 have been working on practical activities 
including workouts and written tasks based on athletics. 
There will be a quiz for them to try next week. 

Y10 GCSE have been working on the “principles of training & 
self-evaluation” of their skills and performance in netball / 
handball. 

PE Heroes 

Y9: Caleb R & Lewis G (exam work)  

Y10 GCSE: Sophie W (coursework), Mia L, Grace P & Hamish 
Y (great attitudes & resilience) 

INTER-HOUSE Challenge 

We will be launching an Inter-House challenge soon, so want 
all our students to get involved and work hard gaining points 
for their Houses… more information to follow. 

Y10 should look at Planet PE on YouTube or follow on 
twitter, which has short videos on the topics we cover to 
help consolidate and review their learning. 

Grace B Y7 working out with Joe Wicks 
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Polly M Lucy N 

  

Isobel W Polly M 

  

Hermione T 

 

Science 
Thank you for your efforts so far. It is a very challenging time 
for all and completing work when you can is important. We 
understood that at times you may not be able to get all the 
work done, but when you can, get back on to it. 

To help you access remote work, science teachers are 
working to simplify tasks. Next week we will set one task per 
science on Monday with a deadline at the end of the week, 
so you can manage your time and do the tasks when you are 
able to. By the second week of May, resources will be user-
friendly for all devices (laptops, phones, etc) to make it 
easier to complete your work at home. 

Now is also a time to develop independent skills. Use Active 
Learn or Century slideshows / videos or BBC bitesize for 
information to complete tasks. And please contact your 
science teacher by Firefly task comments or email if you need 
support. 

 
Science work completed by Erin R 7D  

Century Stars  

Well done to students accessing Century Learning, our 
Century Stars this week include: Junaid H (Year 7), Lucas V 
(Year 8), Freddie P (Year 9), Alexia M (Year 10) and Esther H 
(Year 11). 

Interesting watch   

https://eu-citizen.science/ is an online platform for sharing 
knowledge, tools, training and resources for science – by the 
community, for the community. 

It allows anyone to participate and contribute active 
research on a range of topics. One of their latest projects 
tackles COVID 19 through Foldit https://fold.it/portal/  . 

Foldit is actually a crowdsourcing computer game enabling 
you to contribute to important research into protein 
structure (remember proteins aren’t simply a nutrient, they 
are a core biological chemical). Foldit’s challenge tackles 
coronavirus and specifically aims to design a protein that 
might help keep a person's immune system under control. 

Mini Science Quiz 

https://blog.doublehelix.csiro.au/take-a-breath-a-quick-quiz/ 

Stockport Spring watch competition 

Snap nature with your phone and submit your photo to 
Stockport Spring watch via 
sailsandoars@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 



  Sails and Oars      1 May 2020  

Beyond the Classroom 
Careers -Skills focus of the fortnight: 
Communication.  

Communication is a very important employability skill and 
was voted the number one top skill through our Year 7 skills 
survey at the start of the year. During lockdown, our 
communication with family, friends and teachers has been 
very different. Have you communicated in new ways you 
haven’t before? Maybe you’ve written a letter to a loved 
one, FaceTimed your friends, emailed your teachers or even 
had an online birthday party?  

Just because we’re all staying at home, doesn’t mean we 
can’t be working on developing those skills for the future!  

If you’re a Year 7 or 8 student, you may wish to visit the 
careers pages on Firefly that can be found through the 
resources tab, for some fun careers related activities that 
may inspire you and get you thinking about what kinds of 
careers you can see yourselves going in to when you’re 
older.  

If you’re a Year 9, 10 or 11 student, there are some very 
exciting opportunities for you to tune in and listen to virtual 
talks from a range of different professionals including 
surgeons and journalists. A full schedule can be found by 
following this link: 
https://www.speakersforschools.org/inspiration/vtalks/upco
ming-vtalks/ 

Finally, if you have any careers related stories or experiences 
that you’d like to share, please email a.scholes-
higham@stockport.stockport.sch.uk or 
b.schofield@stockport.stockport.sch.uk for a chance to have 
it published in the next careers section of Sails and Oars. 

House Points Summer Term Week 1 

1st Yellow 859 

2nd  Blue 836 

3rd Orange 830 

4th Green 803 

5th Red 801 

 

Congratulations to the following students  

House 
Points  Year 7 Year 8 

300 

Ayla B 7D 
Junaid H 7P 

Benjamin C 7V 
Olivia C 7D 

Matthew M 7G 

Rhys M 8 T 
Herbie W 8 P 

400 Eleanor H 7P  

600+ Jake 7M Headteacher’s 
Award 

Beyond the Gate 
Harvey B in Year 9 put his maths, chemistry and physics skills 
to work over Easter.  

From home:  

“He learned how to prepare the cement mix for laying the 
slabs and then point and finish the paving. He worked hard to 
understand the slight slope in the garden in order to be able 
to lay each slab level. He also measured and marked the cuts 
that needed to be made.”  
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Make your own plant zoo 

Did you know that you can regrow your leftover greens and herbs from stumps and stalks? 

Ms Schofield and her family are being inventive and learning new skills.  Look what happens when you regrow lettuce, celery, 
carrots, beetroots and herbs… 

Lettuce 

If you have a “head lettuce” like a little gem lettuce or something similar, then it’s easy to get the stump to regrow just in water.   

1. Fill a glass or small bowl with about 2cm of water.   
2. Take the leftover stump of lettuce and make a fresh cut through the top of it.   
3. Put the cut piece of lettuce in the water, cut side up – make sure that the water doesn’t cover the whole of the bottom of 

the lettuce.  
4. Place the lettuce in a bright place like a sunny windowsill.   
5. After a couple of days, you should see leaves growing out of the top of the cut piece.   
6. Change the water every couple of days.   
7. Snip off leaves as they grow for salads or sandwiches.   

You can regrow celery the same way.  Sadly, bags of prepared salad leaves do not work! 

Celery and little gem lettuces 11 days after cutting and putting in water… 

  
 

 

 

Whitehead’s Wit 
What's the Difference Between a Teacher and a Train?  
The teacher says "Spit your gum out" and the train says, "Chew, chew!" 

What Do You Say to Comfort an English Language Teacher?  
"They're, there, their." 

Why Wasn't the Geometry Teacher at School?  
Because they sprained their angle! 

Why Do Stockport School Teachers Wear Sunglasses in Class?  
Because their classes are so bright. 

Challenge Answer 
Answer: April, September and December 

! 

This newsletter is produced by Stockport School. Any questions or queries please contact sailsandoars@stockport.stockport.sch.uk
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Subject Resources 
For general queries email Reception reception@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

Wellbeing Resources 

 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-
covid-19/   

https://www.time-to-change.org.uk/  

 
https://youngminds.org.uk/  

 
Guidance for parents and carers 
during COVID 19 

Financial Support 
As well as saving you money on food, children receiving free school meals bring additional money to the school to spend on 
their education. These students qualify for free revision guides, music tuition and financial help with other activities to support 
their learning and wellbeing. The money is transferred directly to a student’s Wisepay account and used with their thumbprint. 
During school closure, it means that you will receive vouchers to spend at supermarkets. 

Your child may qualify for free school meals if you receive one of the following benefits, as well as Child Benefit: 

• Income Support 
• Income-based Jobseekers Allowance 
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
• Universal Credit (provided your earned income is no more than £616.67 in the last Universal Credit assessment period) 
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
• The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 
• Child Tax Credit (provided you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no more than 

£16,190) 
• Working Tax Credit run-on paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

We would encourage you to apply if you meet the criteria above, as it will benefit your family as well as the school. You can do 
this by going on the council website at https://www.stockport.gov.uk/start/free-school-meals-application-form 

If you would like any help with applying, please contact your child's Pastoral Manager at school. 

 

www.samlearning.com 
The centre ID is sk2ss, your username and password are date of birth (ddmmyy) followed by 
your initials. Any problems, email s.wordsworth@stockport.stockport.sch.uk.  
If you need to reset your password https://platform.samlearning.com/activities/player 
 

 

https://app.century.tech/login/  
 login via firefly or directly via the website (using Chrome). An email was sent home with your 
passwords. Any questions, email d.patkin@stockport.stockport.sch.uk  

 

https://www.gcsepod.com/   problems: contact 
r.holt@stockport.stockports.sch.uk  

 https://hegartymaths.com/  

 

https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/app/Home  Login: school email address, Password : 
(see email from school) Any questions: email d.patkin@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

 
https://theday.co.uk/quizzes 


