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Greetings from the Head 

Dear Students, Parents & Carers, 

Welcome to the fifth edition of ‘Sails and Oars’ which again aims to keep you abreast of school life whilst we are 
all continuing to work safely from home. I hope you enjoy reading the short publication and find it interesting, 
particularly with regards to learning more about how we have all got back into our very important and 
necessary ways of remote working and learning this week. I hope you have taken the necessary actions this 
week to help you progress with your studies.  

Last week, you will remember that I urged and encouraged you to rise to the challenge in front of you, in doing 
your very best to build into to your days this week, positive routines which included accessing and working to 
complete tasks and work set by your teachers. You will also remember that, as a guide, I stated that students in 
Years 7 & 8 should be working on school based activities including reading for at least 2-3 hours per day on a 
Monday to Friday, with Years 9 & 10 whom have either just begun or are now part way through their important 
GCSEs, working for at least 3-4 hours per day on a Monday to Friday. I also stated that additional work has also 
been set as an option for completion by Year 11 students in order to help bridge the gap between now and 
when you eventually begin your post-16 studies at college.  

With the mass increase in tasks being set for you over Firefly in recent weeks, you may have noticed that your 
student task pages may have perhaps become overloaded with tasks, most of which, I would hope, that you 
have already previously completed before Easter. I realise that this may have been a little frustrating and even 
overwhelming for some of you to be confronted upon your daily log-on, with page after page of tasks and then 
to have to navigate carefully through them to find the relevant up to date task that has just been set for you. 
Worried at the same time that you may have missed something. 

In order to remove this unnecessary clutter, I have arranged this week, for the removal from your Firefly task 
page, of all of the older expired tasks. This should now enable you to focus much more easily on the most up to 
date tasks that were set for you from the start of this week. We will now continue to remove older tasks at the 
start of each week, for every week that we are working remotely, in order to keep the system manageable. It is 
important therefore, that you keep up to date and on top of your work each week. 

Teaching staff will aim over the next few weeks to set work for you on Firefly in manageable chunks, set where 
possible, at the beginning of a week with clear instruction and explanation of what you are required to do over 
the course of the week to complete the tasks and activities set for you. This is necessary, as it is important that 
we continue to deliver and study the curriculum which ultimately you will be assessed upon in the future at 
GCSE. As I said to you last week, we cannot allow not being in school, to be a barrier to future success.  It is 
important therefore, that you continue to do your very best to engage with the tasks set for you and try to 
complete each and every one of them to the high standard that your Teachers would normally expect of you. 

From next week, we also intend to try and produce a Weekly Progress Report for parents and carers to view, 
which will chart the level of your engagement over the past week with the tasks set for you by Teachers. 

If you have exceptional difficulty in accessing the work set for you by Teachers, and in particular, do not have or 
are unable to access a computer, laptop, tablet, or internet enabled phone at home, please contact your 
Pastoral Manager for support. Please remember that your Teachers and Form Tutor will continue to support 
you and are ready to respond to any issue or problem that you may have with your work. Please just send them 
a message via Firefly, or email them directly for help, and they will get back to you as soon as possible.  

Finally, this week, I would like to repeat my key message from last week ‘that whatever happens, please don’t 
give up, or worse still, excuse yourself from trying. If we try, we can succeed!’ 
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In our togetherness to succeed and overcome challenges, this week, beyond education, I am also pleased to 
share with you a very positive and encouraging message of promise, from one of our Governing Body members, 
Mrs Beecroft, who works for the NHS as a key frontline worker in a Covid-19, Critical Care Unit. Mrs Beecroft, 
seen in the picture below, along with one of her colleagues, and sporting some very fetching ‘rainbow coloured 
clogs’, wanted to let us know of some very good news, against a backdrop of uncertainty, that a 3rd patient from 
the Critical Care Unit has now been safely discharged today after making a recovery, and there are a further 5 
patients who are now doing extremely well, whom are also set to hopefully be discharged very soon! 

          

Together we can succeed, and we will overcome this! 

Best wishes, stay safe, stay at home, and stay strong. 

Mr I. R. Irwin 
Headteacher 
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Subject Round up 

Top Tip: Year 7-10 students can now access free online text books for Science, History and Maths through 
Active Learn (see details at the end of the newsletter). And year 11 students going on to A-level can prepare 

by visiting   https://www.pearson.com/uk/learners/secondary-students-and-parents.html   

Art, Photography and Textiles 
Well done to all the Year 7 & 8 textiles students who have 
been busy over the last few weeks. 

It's great to see what you have been making.  

Keep the pictures coming. 

 
Thank you to all our hardworking Year 10s who have been 
emailing over their pieces and completing GSCE Art and 
Photography tasks over the past month. It really is vital that 
you continue to work hard and complete the tasks set on 
firefly as you are working towards 60% of your overall grade.  

Macy Gardner - Year 10 Fine Art GCSE 

 
Evie O'Reilly - Year 10 Photography GCSE  

Also, a huge well done to our 
KS3 pupils who have been 
engaging with the tasks set. 
We love seeing the creative 
endeavours you have been 
completing at home. 

Check out our Instagram for 
daily drawing tasks and to show-off students work: 
stockportschoolmileend 

 

And some fine work from Keira H in Year 10, who overcame 
her stress with a recent science test (sorry Kiera: ed) to 
complete one of her big art pieces. In her words “I’m ready 
to smash this home schooling!”.  

 

 

Computer Science 
There are some great resources on YouTube from the 
Academy of Cyber Security. They are streaming daily lessons 
on internet safety, general technology, networking and 
encryption for ages 7 to 16+.  

 
Lessons start at 10AM and continue through the morning 
and each lesson also has a project that can be downloaded. 

1000 7-11 years 

1100 11-14 years 

1200 16+ years 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFCW4j2hSAy6J8
QBXdcNz8g/playlists 
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Drama
Happy Birthday to Shakespeare on 23rd April! Have a verily merry birthday, dear Bard!  

We’ve been very lucky that theatres have released performances online for free in the lockdown (many are accepting donations if 
you wish to give). Some are very short pieces, some full length and there are performances to suit all tastes and ages (some are for 
families, and one or two are for older students and adults). I have been sending links, more are in this newsletter, but if you need 
any convincing to watch a piece, read Stan’s (Year 9) review here! 

Gecko Theatre Review 

The Time of Your Life (available on YouTube) 

I found this play very confusing at first because there is a lot 
going on. It was going through this man’s life and showing 
each milestone. The transitions into each new scene were 
incredible and the physical theatre used was amazing. It 
flowed really well and the acting was spot on.  

I liked the part near the beginning where the parents were 
having an argument and everyone else sort of followed along 
and moved to each person as they spoke. Then when the 
argument got more heated, everyone moved the table and 
chairs and created an electric atmosphere in the room when 
the parents stood up and started moving around.  

It got very confusing at the 
end, and reading the 
comments, everyone was 
as confused as I was. The 
play was happening again 
and there was someone 
else playing the role of the main character as the actual main 
character followed along wondering what was going on.  

Overall, I think the milestones were portrayed very well and I 
would definitely recommend it some other people because it 
is very interesting and surprising, even if some parts are hard 
to understand.

Home Theatre 

Now your turn! Try to watch a show this week! **age advisory warnings*** parents need to check suitability of asterisked * plays).

Sadlers Wells dance The Thread 
https://www.sadlerswells.com/whats-on/2020/digital-stage-
russell-maliphant-and-vangelis-the-thread /  

National Theatre Live: every Thursday 7pm a new show: 
Thursday 23rd April: Twelfth Night (starring Tamsin Greig, the 
mum from Friday Night Dinner) 
https://youtu.be/aig5ObghHS4  

Sky Arts Matthew Bourne Dance 26 April, Bourne's Romeo 
and Juliet, 3 May the award-winning dance thriller The Car 
Man. All showings are at 8pm. 

Frantic Assembly 29/30th April, Things I Know To Be True. 
(*strong language*). It’s a GCSE level piece, so useful for 
older students. 
https://www.digitaltheatreplus.com/education/collections/d
igital-theatre/things-i-know-to-be-true   

Midsummer Night's Dream and The Tempest on BBC iPlayer 
from 23rd April 

Gecko Theatre - fantastic physical theatre, lots of full shows 
https://www.youtube.com/user/GeckoTheatreCo  

*Spy Monkey Theatre lots of shows - physical comedy. 
https://vimeo.com/spymonkey  

Shakespeare Globe - currently Romeo and Juliet. Releases 
are weekly 
https://www.youtube.com/user/ShakespearesGlobe  

Royal Opera House - Fantastic ballets, Metamorphosis, Peter 
and the Wolf, for all ages 
https://www.youtube.com/user/RoyalOperaHouse  

Love's Labours Lost (signed for deaf people) 
https://www.youtube.com/user/markdeafinitely   

*Crongton Knights (six youths head out into a local estate, 
features beat boxing) https://youtu.be/CL2DIlzz73w  

*What The Butler Saw 
https://www.curveonline.co.uk/news/watch-our-archive-
recording-of-joe-ortons-what-the-butler-saw/ (check for age 
guidance)  

*Memoirs of an Asian Football 
Casual  https://www.curveonline.co.uk/news/watch-our-
archive-recording-of-memoirs-of-an-asian-football-casual /  

The Importance of Being Earnest 
https://www.curveonline.co.uk/news/watch-our-archive-
recording-of-the-importance-of-being-earnest/  

Dance workshops 
https://www.youtube.com/user/sadlerswells   

Operation Elsewhere book tickets online £20 for 2-4th May 
https://www.big-telly.com/operation-elsewhere-goes-live-2-
4-may/  (I can personally recommend the writer of this play 
Jane Talbot - her book Faerie Thorn was absolutely brilliant)  

Finnish Ballet and dance - Fantastic selection - 
https://oopperabaletti.fi/en/stage24/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIi6
ac-_v46AIVguFRCh3qiwySEAAYASAAEgIBXPD_BwE  

Drop me a line and tell me what you enjoyed watching! 
J.stone@stockport.stockport.sch.uk  
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English
Enjoy Reading? 

In Years 7-9 and enjoy David Walliams' writing?  

Take a look here, a new short audio story is added every day. 
They are quite 
amusing https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses/ 

Years 10 and 11 

Poets are taking inspiration from the current pandemic 
https://www2.mmu.ac.uk/write/. This is particularly useful 
for Y10 who will study poetry at GCSE and for any Y11 
students planning to study A-Level English Literature. 

 

Accelerated Reader 

A huge well done to all the students who have already 
completed their third AR test at home. You’ve earned house 
points for your efforts. 

• Year 7 - 64 students 
• Year 8 - 52 students 
• Year 9 - 60 students 

Remember, you have until Friday 1st May to complete this 
AR test. Instructions are on Firefly if you need a reminder.  

Anyone who has an issue with their log-on details (and can't 
find them in their planner) should email Mrs Barber on 
k.barber@stockport.stockport.sch.uk to get the information 
they need. 

Book Review  

You Got This by Bryony Gordon is an 
incredible book for diminishing any 
self-hatred collapsing your life! You 
are spiralled into a world free of 
shame, loneliness and fear. As well 
as this, you are left feeling no longer 
burdened by modern society’s 
pressures that thrive amongst our 
lives today by the end of this 
enchanting book.  

I can guarantee that by the end of the book, your confidence 
within yourself (which is the most important type of love) 
will disintegrate any self-loathing.  

Gordon covers many troubles women are confronted with 
on an everyday basis; it opens your eyes to our current world 
tangled with misogyny and unfair problems that are hushed 
up, therefore quashing women’s power, but there is nothing 
stronger than a woman.  

All those times where you have been stuck in a swarm of 
people, yet still felt alone: like you were on the tip of a 
mountain where all you could see was fog and mist and your 
voice seemed so small and frail against that powerful 
transparent nothingness, well, this book will peel that feeling 
down chapter by chapter. Whilst touching your heart, it will 
release a smile upon that beautiful face of yours and will 
imprint it upon your heart so your new found knowledge can 
be shared amongst all women for years to come.  

Maisie D, Year 11

History 
We hope that the Y7 and Y8 creativity projects are going well 
and that you are involving any family members who want to 
help you. Remember to take a picture and send to your 
history teacher.  

Next Monday, to help you start your new topics we will use 
questions based on videos that are on Firefly / YouTube, and 
give the answers the following Friday. The week after, work 
will be more structured for all year group and we will give 
you a 'how to' guide for using some E textbooks. 

Topics this half term: 

Y7: The Tudors 

Y8: Industrial revolution and the British Empire 

Y9: Cold War (GCSE topic) 

Y10: Hitler's Rise to power and total control 

 
History Heroes 
Finally, a big well done to the following students for the 
excellent work they are sending in: 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 
Grace B 
Caitlin BB 
Safia H 
Sam S 
Gracey S 
Gwen F 
Erin T-L 

Mia L 
Adam G  
Rhys M  
Owen B  
Ysobel H 
Owen W  
Hannah K 
Hermione T 
Josh B 
Ruby H 
Maddison K 
Maddison T 
Jamie O 

Nathan W 
Evie B  
Maddie T  
Sam C 
Katie S 
Jess W  

Sully A 
Elisia A 
Rebecca A 
George B 
Katie H 
Rosie K 
Mia L  
Josh M 
Kieran T 
Will T 
Emilia W 
Sam W 
Kirsten B 
Maddie B 
Oliver J 
Ciaran M 
Phoebe R  
Megan W 
Ellie W 
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Geography 
Don’t forget to upload work to firefly for teachers to view 
and mark. Next week the geography staff will highlight 
students who have gone above and beyond with the tasks 
set so far.  

As some light relief have a go at the puzzle below. How many 
countries of the world can you identify using the clues?  

 

Maths 
HegartyMaths 

It has been another amazing week from students working 
hard. So much so that as a school we are ranked in the top 
100 schools in the country on HegartyMaths! 

Well done to this week’s Hegarty Champions for the most 
quizzes done since Monday 20th April. 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 
Lucas V A Lucan B Gabriel B Phoebe R 

Gwen F Nicholas S Mason M Jack T 
Ben S Hannah K Tom H Christopher R 

HegartyMaths Leagues 

Well done to all teams in the HegartyMaths Leagues. 7x3, 
8x2, 9x3 and 10y1 lead their respective leagues. 

Click on the below link to view the latest results and next 
week’s fixtures. 

https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/maths/hegartymaths-
league-results-and-fixtures 

Next week is the Fix Up 5 competition round. The more Fix 
Up 5 questions you do, the more you improve with your 
maths. Plus, your chances of winning a Domino’s pizza party 
for your maths class improve as well!  

Please see the below link on how to use Fix Up 5. 

https://help.hegartymaths.com/help/what-is-fix-up-5 

Equivalent Fractions Challenge 

Using each of the digits 0-9 no more than once, make three 
equivalent fractions (also known as a proportion). 

 
There are 3 unique answers. Can you find them all? 

A-Level Maths Aspirations 

If you are interested in going on to do A-Level maths, tune 
into Mr Hegarty’s sessions every day at 2pm. 

youtube.com/hegartymaths/live 

 

Numbers and Initials Quiz 

Can you solve the 10 statements linking numbers with 
initials, for example: 

7 D in a W = 7 Days in a Week 

88 K on a P = 88 Keys on a Piano 

1  52 C in a P of PC  

2  8 P in the S S  

3  12 S of the Z  

4  4 and 20 B B in a P  

5  206 B in the H B  

6  29 D in F in a L Y  

7  6 W of H the E  

8  10 D S  

9  5 A in R and J  

10  11235813 the F 7 N in the F S  
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MFL 
Hola! 

During the Easter break 18 of our students took part in the 
Rainbow International Project in collaboration with a school 
in Barcelona. They have shared rainbows, photos from their 
favourite window and supportive messages in both English 
and Spanish. 

More information about the project can be found in the next 
task on Firefly: https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/set-
tasks/37100 

 

 

MFL pupils get creative over Easter 

Over the holidays, the MFL department set the British 
Council’s Great Languages Challenge in French, German 
and/or Spanish. Pupils had to complete a variety of tasks to 
help them to get to know the culture of the language they 
are studying better. Here are some of the highlights: 

Eleanor H (7P) made paella with her dad. ¡Ñam ñam! 

Ben S (7V) made pork cassoulet for 
the whole family. Miam-miam! 

Million T (9E) filmed herself singing a song she had translated 
into French! We’ve no picture to share of this one but we’re 
sure she’ll sing it for you if you ask nicely when we get back 
to school! 

If anyone else has pictures of international activities they’ve 
been up to over the Easter holidays, please let the MFL 
department know! 

Spanish Word of the Week: 

Palabra de la semana (Spanish word of the week) 

sobremesa (nf.) after-dinner conversation; table talk 

eg Las comidas en España duran mucho tiempo debido a la 
sobremesa. 

Meals in Spain last a long time because of the after-dinner 
conversation. 

 

Music
Learn a tune a week  

Our ‘Learn a tune a week’ this week is You’ll Never Walk 
Alone. Music and tutorial videos can be found under: 
Resources – Curriculum - Music - Practical activities - Week 3: 
You'll Never Walk Alone  

Captain 
Tom Moore 
and Michael 
Ball 
recorded a 
special 
version this 
week.  

GCSE students (and Year 9 students opting to 
take music)   

We realise that this is a difficult time when trying to 
compose music from home or when trying to record your 
work. Thankfully, there are some amazing links below 
offering free access to software that would normally cost a 
lot of money. A list of some of the options can be found on 
the link below: 
https://www.gear4music.com/news/article/Free-Music-
Software-and-Learning-Tools/7SY/2020-04-20 
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Cubase and Sibelius at home:  

We use Cubase and Sibelius at school for composing and 
Steinberg (Cubase) are offering a free 60 day trial of the 
Cubase Elements software. #StayHome Elements Collection. 
https://new.steinberg.net/stayhome/?_sp=a4fe10ff-4724-
4d43-bafe-
86de4685a62e.1585928981742&et_cid=15&et_lid=22&et_s
ub=#StayHome%20Elements%20Collection&_ga=2.1954533
6.1799327705.1585907252-1350922211.1585907252 

Sibelius are offering a free basic version of their software 
called Sibelius first on their website (see link): 
https://www.avid.com/sibelius 

And spotted in this week’s BBC 
news was former pupil Nathan K 
playing clarinet in ‘Ode to Joy’ 
with the National Youth Orchestra  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/entertainment-arts-
52319534/national-youth-orchestra-s-ode-to-joy-across-
great-britain 

 

PE
https://twitter.com/Stockport_SchPE 

As the summer term begins we are changing the focus 
slightly. We would still like students to complete workouts 
(Netflix & Joe Wicks) task on firefly and work through their 
physical activity challenges (sending evidence to their PE 
teacher). Each week there will be a task based on the 
traditional summer term activities of tennis, athletics, 
rounders & cricket for students to do.  

Congratulations…. 

….to the following GCSE Y10 on completing first half of PE 
coursework: Tess B, Mia D, Grace G, William H, Mia L, Josh 
M, Carlos W, Hamish Y.  

And well done to Josh B and Charlie S, Y10 BTEC on the great 
pieces of work they’ve submitted. 

The following KS3 students are working brilliantly, 
completing regular workouts and their physical activity 
challenges. They have all been awarded house points 

Martha C, Alyssa B Topley & 
Grace T – Joe Wicks workouts 

 

Ben S – 100 tennis volleys 

Florence S – making daily 
obstacle courses for the 
family to complete 

 

Alexus G – wonderful gymnastics routine performed outside 

Ongoing: completed their physical activity challenges Hollie 
C, Max W, Isobel W, Connie G, Eleanor H, Maddie H 

PE Students are incredibly innovative and creative – 
responding to challenges and training schemes set by their 
teachers.  

Claudia H in Year 9 did the week plank challenge 

 
George M working out at home 

 
Here’s Grace C’s circuit 
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Science 
Welcome back after the Easter holiday! 

It has been excellent to see so many students using Firefly 
and managing their “tasks set” – uploading (to Firefly) their 
completed documents or photos of work, using Century or 
SAM Learning, etc. 

Science teachers are moving towards setting tasks on a 
Monday with a completion date on the Friday (1 week), or 
the following Friday (2 week), depending on the specific task. 
This will allow you the freedom to manage your work. It 
might be a good idea to design your very own timetable of 
when you can work on each subject, including science. 

Please remember that if you have separate teachers for 
biology, chemistry and physics topics, then you will have 
tasks from each teacher.  

Over time, it will become more common for your science 
teachers to refer you to ActiveLearn e-book pages to support 
your learning. These are electronic versions of the text books 
and e can be accessed by clicking on 
https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/app/Home 

Login: school email address 
Password: (see email from school) 

Any questions, please email Ms Patkin using 
d.patkin@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

Century Stars  – so far this week, special mention needs 
to go to: Cameron J (Y11), Jack H (Y10), Olivia C (Y9), Max W 
(Y8) and Charlotte S (Y7). 

Please remember, it is important to continue your studies 
especially in Year 10 with GCSEs next year, so log on to 
Firefly for your tasks; and ask for help if needed. 

Interesting watch  From Ice to Fire: The Incredible 
Science of Temperature 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b09rzqp3/from-ice-
to-fire-the-incredible-science-of-temperature-series-1-1-
frozen-solid 

Stockport Spring watch competition 

Katy Healey (8L) 

  
Snap nature with your phone and submit your photo to 
Stockport Spring watch via 
sailsandoars@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

SEN 
Shout out to all those who are showing incredible resilience 
during these uncertain times. We are all very proud of you.  

   

Robson K, Yr 7, has been working hard over the past few 
weeks. He is particularly enjoying working on Maths. Well 
done on adapting so well to a new routine! 

Caitlyn B, Yr 7, is working really hard and showing lots of 
determination and resilience. Mrs Clarkson and Mr 
Williamson are very impressed. Keep it up! 

Aaron C, Yr 7, has kept in touch with the pastoral team and 
keeping up-to-date with his school work and all of his 
activities. He is keeping fit and active. Well done! 

Ethan B, Yr 7, keeps in touch with pastoral and accessing 
schoolwork 

McKealan O’T, Yr 7, is doing Hegarty & Memrise through the 
apps and completing the written school work set for him by 
his teachers. Keep up the good work! 

Roxy A, Yr 7, is doing lots of school work, even over the 
Easter break and keeping the pastoral team fully informed. 
Well done! 

Leah R, Yr 7, is keeping in touch with the pastoral team and 
accessing school work. Well done! 

Amaiah LW, Yr 7, Mrs Clarkson says you’re a “little trooper”! 
Keep up the hard work. 

Lewis T, Yr 7, has been doing his best to follow his usual 
timetable. This is a fantastic idea. He has recently received 
his platinum award, too. Well done Lewis! Keep up the hard 
work! 

Dylan E, Yr 7, has been working really hard over Easter. Ms 
Ullah is very proud of you. Well done! It is also good to hear 
that you are enjoying art, cooking and baking-especially 
spaghetti bolognaise and cookies! 

Matthew M, Yr 7, just completed his Accelerated Reader quiz 
and his reading age is now 16 years 6 months. What an 
incredible achievement. I’m glad to hear you’re pleased-you 
should be! We are all really proud of you! 

Ruby C, Yr 9, You are doing well with continuing to work hard 
during these unprecedented times remotely and 
independently of school. Well done! 

Tom H, Yr 9, Well done on working hard during this time of 
uncertainty! 

Grayson C, Yr 10, Well done on continuing to work hard 
independently of school. Keep it up! 



  Sails and Oars      24 April 2020  

Alice A, Yr 8, has impressed Ms Ullah with how hard you’ve 
been working over the past few weeks. Well done and keep 
it up! We are really impressed with how you creative you 
have been to make learning fun and interactive. From the 
photos, it looks like you’ve been keeping busy! 

        
And a special mention to Ayla B in Year 7. Ayla has been 
working hard to show her appreciation to all the key 
workers. From Ayla’s mum: 

‘Some photos of Ayla helping with the window display to 
show our appreciation to all Key Workers!  

Ayla has also been involved with helping me to co-ordinate 
lots of local sewers to make laundry bags for Doctors and 
Nurses, Paramedics and Police and has been doing the 
deliveries and collections with me.  

We have organised over 300 of these to be made and it has 
been valuable for her to see the process of getting them 
organised and into the community.’ 

           

Top tips: 

I know some of you are learning life skills during this time. 
Why not incorporate some numeracy into these activities 
e.g. weighing and/or measuring? 

Split your day into 4 chunks: 

Learning- Check firefly. What are your tasks for today?  

Sensory/Physical- Try to make learning as engaging as you 
can. Can you use items from around the house to help you 
visualise what you have to learn? Do you need to take a 
break and get some fresh air? If you do take exercise, please 
do remember to maintain the rules of social distancing.  

Family time- Make sure you spend time interacting with 
people at home.  

Your time- Take time to relax. This is a difficult time for 
everybody.  

Many of us as families are continuing to adjust to our 
children being at home 24/7. For some, especially where 
children and young people have additional needs, this may 
have brought about lots of challenges and more pressure. 
This webinar on Home Schooling, is aimed to support you 
during these difficult times, to come together to share ideas 
about trying to take some of the stress out of home 
schooling. 

Jacqui Terry, Stockport SEN Advisory Teacher, will give a 15 
minute presentation followed by questions and comments 
from you the parents/carers. The presentation will be the 
same at each webinar. 

The webinars will look at general strategies and so will be 
suitable for all age groups.   

To tune in to the webinars, please register via Eventbrite. 
 
Wednesday 29th April at 7.50pm  
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/home-schooling-webinar-
tickets-103461666630  
 
Thursday 30th April at 10.20am  
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/home-schooling-webinar-
tickets-103464814044  

 

 

Beyond the Classroom 
SEAL Competition -  Success is no accident 

 
Competition Options 

1. Draw or create a graphic of someone working 
towards success 

2. Write a short piece called “ingredients of success” 
3. Write a short piece about someone who you think is 

a successful person (they can be famous or not) 

Email r.holt@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

By Tuesday 5th May. Winning work will be published in Sails 
and Oars and authors receive vouchers. 

  



  Sails and Oars      24 April 2020  

Independent Learning at home 

While it is really important to keep up with your learning, 
especially as there won’t be enough time to go through all the 
topics that have been missed in detail once we return to 
school, we know that there are also other very important 
things going on in everyone’s lives.  

• The most important thing is for everyone to stay healthy, 
mentally as well as physically. We don’t want you 
panicking and worrying about school work. We just want 
you to try your best. 

• If there is a reason why you are not able to do any of your 
school work, please let your pastoral manager know and 
they will tell your teachers.  

• If you are stuck with a specific subject, please also email 
your teachers if you are finding difficulties with any of your 
work; they will try to help you. Please also let them know 
if you are confused by what they have set or if too much 
has been set at once. 

• You should try to make a list of all the tasks that you have 
been set by teachers and try to do some each day, taking 
regular breaks and trying to avoid being distracted by your 
phone/ social media. However, you also need to spend 
time relaxing, connecting with friends and family (in your 
home or online) and getting some exercise.  

These are unusual times…try your best with your work, ask for 
help if you need it, but staying well is the most important thing 
of all.  

SAM Learning 

An amazing 3960 hours of learning have been completed 
since 20/03/20, with over 650 students completing an 
average of 6 hours each! 

Top three students in each year group 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 
Hannah J 
Erin-Lily T 
Lily A 

Sky J 
Rhys M 
Maddie H 

Dhrishti B 
Tyler H 
Milly A 

Phoebe R 
Josh M 
Carlos W 

Top 3 students in the school since 21/03/20: 

GCSE Pod 

Top 10 Year 10 users for all subjects: 

1. William S 
2. Josh M 
3. Molly D 
4. George K, Ruben G and Callum H 
5. James G 
6. Ellie W, Charlotte T and Hannah M 
7. James H, Noah H and Chantel H 
8. Elise C 
9. Kim L and George B 
10. Caitlin T and Hannah B 

 

We also know that students have been hard at work on 
Hegarty, Century and Memrise, as well as work done on paper 
or in books. 

There have been 11819 house points given out since school 
closed! Here are the students who have earned the most 
house points from staff for their work at home since 
20/03/20: 

Student House Points: 
*Jake O Y10 128 
*Jacob B Y7 85 
*Ben S Y7 84 
*Erin-Lily T Y7 79 
*Grace B Y7 62 
*Hollie C Y7 62 
*Eleanor J Y7 62 
*Mia L Y10 61 
*Junaid H Y7 60 
*Grace J Y8 59 
*Jessica M Y7 59 
*Rosa H Y7 58 
*Mathilda W Y7 55 
*Gwen F Y7 54 
*Jamie B Y10 53 
*Lucas V Y7 53 
*Abbie E Y7 52 
*Niamh G Y10 51 
*Harrison M Y7 51 
*Olivia M Y8 50 

House Points Result Spring Term 2  

1st Orange  

2nd Red  

3rd Green  

4th Yellow  

5th Blue  

New term starts w/b 20/04/20 all House will start on 0!  

Students have been busy earning reward points. Well done 
to all those who have achieved their reward certificates. 
Messages of congratulations have been sent home.  
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Congratulations to the following students week 

Points Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 
500+  Jacob B Grace J   
400+  

Platinum 
Award 

Harrison M 
Lucas VA 
Lewis T 
Zander B 
Aiden S  

  Jake O 

300+ 
Gold 

Award 

Jessica M 
Abbie E 
Rachel S 
Freddie K 
Jack B 
Archie C 
Isobel W 
Zack M 
Hannah J 
Sam H 
Niamh A 
Lily W 

Lauren E 
Maddie 
R 
Reece E 
Joe W 

Leah M 
Evie B 
Halle B 
Olivia C 

 

From the Year 7 Pastoral Team 

A lot of people have been in touch over the past few weeks 
and they have been worried about whether they are doing 
well or whether they are falling behind. They want to know 
whether they are being successful right now.  

What is success? And more importantly, how do you define 
success in the situation we are in where people are having to 

work from home. This is a question I have wrestled with a lot 
recently. How can I be successful at home?  

There is a video I love to watch on YouTube about the 
basketballer, Steph Curry called ‘Success is not an accident’. 
In the video one of his coaches talks about Steph’s great 
habits and he mentions a couple of comments that have 
helped me. He says that ‘Success is not an accident. Success 
is a choice because you have the choice to make great 
habits’.  

So, my question is, what are your work habits like during this 
lockdown? None of us can control how long we are in 
lockdown for or how long we are not in school. What we can 
control is the habits and structures we put in place to help us 
become successful. The reality is that the people who will be 
more successful during this time will be the ones who have 
got a plan and a routine that works for them. They are also 
the ones who will regularly be in touch with teachers, 
teaching assistants, pathways and pastoral staff to flag up 
concerns and ask for support and guidance.   

Are the habits you have today on par with the dreams you 
have for tomorrow? Whatever work you put in now will 
make life much easier when you return so make sure you get 
into a good work routine, continue to work hard and stay in 
touch with staff if you need help and support. I hope you 
enjoy the video.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rxsdiusm1NQ 

Creative Writing 
Family  
They adorned me in glittering gold, shimmering sliver and 
ruby red with embroidered silk draped over me – pinning me 
down. They dipped my delicate hands in intricate patterns 
and swirls, a small tapestry on my caramel skin. They 
decorated my arms in beautiful bangles, clinking and tinkling 
at the slightest movement, the diamonds embedded into the 
bangles glimmered in the light sending a cascade of sparks 
throughout the room. They masked my face in make-up, 
covering up the forming cracks to an emotional dam inside 
me. They crowned my usually barren head with jewels of 
every shade from a foreign distant land, crowning me a 
goddess for this one night. They displayed me at the front 
like a golden temple before a crowd of admiring people too 
scared to get too close – to see the truth. They had set the 
hall up for a grand occasion, with each window being 
decorated with garlands, consisting of an array of flowers 
from lilac water lilies to orange marigold and the red-tinged 
ashoka, every single flower setting an illusion of a cheerful 
event. They had put around fifty round tables for the guests, 
covered in a plush peachy material allowing five people to sit 
around it. They allowed the sound of the booming dhol drum 
to drift in, each hit sending a wave of nerves through my 
body. They had set up the perfect pretence of a wedding.  

As the night drew on, the guests grew more intoxicated on 
the food and music, ignorant of my situation. I sat upon the  

 

stage like a statue - silent and still yet pleasing to the eye. 
Playing my part of being happy, I plastered an 
overcompensating smile on my face. No-one came up to me. 
No-one wanted to know. They were content with the lies 
they had been fed; they didn’t need to know the truth. Some 
were here for the food. Some were here to see the show. 
And some were ‘family’. But no-one cared.  

It seemed like the night would never end. It seemed like the 
music had gotten louder. It seemed like the lehenga was now 
heavier. It seemed like I had become numb to my 
surroundings. It seemed like I would never escape.  

Finally, at the end of the night came, when all the charade 
had been played, when I could stop smiling, stop acting as if 
everything was alright, stop being a statue. When I would say 
my wedding vows in front of an entire audience. I could’ve 
laughed; it was almost as if the play was coming to the 
climax. But there would be no happy ending for me. 
Hopelessly, I searched for my parents’ eyes, already knowing 
they were the ones to put me here. Their averted gaze told 
me my answer, something I have heard a hundred times –
‘what will people say?’ And with that, I started saying my 
wedding vows, already feeling freedom slip away from like I 
was trying to hold water.     
    Samantha M, Year 11  
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Homeworking  

Bode H, Year 8 

So, how is everyone doing now we are in Lockdown? I’m 
getting bored, bored, bored.  

Hello my name is Bodé and today I am going to talk to you 
about the importance of homeworking and give you some 
tips on getting the most out of it. As you all know, currently 
there is a Coronavirus pandemic which means that we have 
to work from home to limit our exposure to the virus and 
help stop the spread. We are all worried about catching 
Covid 19. It is really important that we keep things as normal 
as possible and we need to create a calm environment.  

Schools may be closed for months on end. Which means that 
we will have to adapt. Our teachers are providing help on 
firefly, virtually to keep us ticking over and ensure we don’t 
get behind which will help us to adapt. There are number of 
other websites that we can access, Hegarty Maths, SAM 
learning and Memrise, which will help us adapt. 
Homeworking is similar to doing your homework at home, 
but you have to do it every day!  

Our parents and carers are also having the same experience. 
My Mum works for United Utilities and they now have 
thousands of workers working from home every day, but 
some still have to go into work, like my Mum as they are Key 
Workers. The company have produced electronic learning 
packages for children working from home to teach them 
about the water cycle and the importance of only flushing 
the 3 P’s – Pee, Poo and Paper. 

Our parents and carers are helping us to be in a routine. 
Here are some tips:  

1. Get up at normal school time  
2. Have breakfast (to make sure you are energised)  
3. Get dressed  
4. Access the websites to learn from  
5. Do the work  
6. Make sure you take breaks in between work (so you 

don’t get worked up)  

I realise that you may have younger brothers and sisters that 
may distract you, I have one who is a pain! The way I have 
found to concentrate is to do the work in a quiet place (or 
room). It is good to make things fun; you can do this by 
involving all your family. We have been holding football 
tournaments and mini Olympics in the back garden. But we 
now have hardly any grass left and just a patch of mud.  

We need to make sure we seek the help available e.g. 
teachers via e mail, friends, parents, google, BBC bitesize and 
family. We have seen loads of people overcome this 
situation that we are in. Have you seen Captain Tom Moore? 
He has raised over £28 million pounds for the NHS. Which 
shows us that anybody can do anything if they set their 
minds to it.  

I know there could be problems moving to home working, 
like not having the internet, or access to a computer. You 
may not have access to Office 365 or cannot print out 
worksheets. These are all struggles I have had myself.  

There are some things you need to watch out for:  

1. Getting behind  
2. Getting stressed  
3. Worrying  
4. Tired  
5. Not eating properly  
6. Getting upset  

We are all here to support each other, so let’s make it fun 

Beyond the Gate
Fundraising 

Harvey C in year 7 is doing a 
“Covid-19 adapted Triathlon” for 
Stockport NHS Foundation Trust 
Charitable Fund. Instead of swim – 
cycle - run, Harvey’s triathlon is 
cycle – basketball – darts.  

Starting on 20th April, over 7 days I 
will score 1000 on my dart board, 
get 100 basketball nets and run or 
cycle a minimum of 10 miles.  All this will be completed 
outside of my home-schooling hours. 

He aimed to raise £100 and already raised six times that 
amount!  

“I just wanted to let you know how proud I am that my son is 
doing a socially distant triathlon this week and in just an hour 
has already exceeded his target to support the NHS.” 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/harvey-cliff 

Sing! 

Here is something to put a smile on your face this morning. 
Sent to me by a certain year 7 student whose dad works in 
the maths department. NK theatre arts is a club based at the 
Romiley forum that some of our students attend. See if you 
can spot Sam H Year 7.  

https://youtu.be/IzUGZNt69Zw 
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Home baking 

Emily Wilkins 7L has been busy baking and reaching out to 
her community. She has been delivering slices to her 
neighbours with a note of positivity on her daily walk. The 
cakes were welcomed by all.  

 

 

Chess  

Chess in Schools (@schoolschess) tweeted at 2:39 pm on 
Sun, Apr 19, 2020: We are delighted to announce the launch 
of our campaign to get ONE MILLION children playing chess 
in the UK during lockdown. 

 We have teamed with @ChessKidcom to offer 1 million free 
3-month Gold Memberships! Sign up via our website. 
#ChessatHome #homeschooling #kidsathome 
https://t.co/euVGRJiYg7  

Numbers and Initials Quiz Answers  
1 52 Cards in a Pack of Playing Cards  
2 8 Planets in the Solar System  
3 12 signs of the Zodiac  
4 4 and 20 Blackbirds Baked in a Pie  
5 206 Bones in the Human Body  
6 29 Days in February in a Leap Year  
7 6 Wives of Henry the Eighth  
8 10 Downing Street  
9 5 Acts in Romeo and Juliet  
10 1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13 the First 7 Numbers in 

the Fibonacci Sequence  

Whitehead’s Wit   
Where do ice creams go to school? 

    Sundae School! 

How do you cut an Ocean in half?      
    Use a See Saw 

What do you call a dinosaur with only one eye?   

 A 'do you think he saw us'! 

What do call a deer with no eyes?     

I've no idea? 

What do you call a cow with only two legs?  

 Lean beef! 

 

 

Subject Resources 
******* STOP PRESS ******* SAM Learning and Bitesize – an innovative partnership******* 

This week BBC Bitesize launched its new learning platform, BBC 
Bitesize Daily AND a novel partnership with one of our 
student’s more popular learning platform:  

The BBC director general, Tony Hall, describes the 
partnership as the “biggest education effort the BBC has ever 
undertaken”.  

Please encourage students to log into SAM learning (details below), so their work can be tracked and monitored by school. This is 
addition to work set by teachers.  

What to do: watch BBC Bitesize Daily from 9am on BBC iPlayer https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/group/p089nk5f?xtor=CS8-1000-
[Discovery_Cards]-[Multi_Site]-[SL07]-[PS_IPLAYER~C~~P_Dailylesson] after the show, head to bitesize daily for the lessons 

 

 

 

 

This newsletter is produced by Stockport School. Any questions or queries please contact sailsandoars@stockport.stockport.sch.uk
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Wellbeing Resources 

 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-
covid-19/   

https://www.time-to-change.org.uk/  

 
https://youngminds.org.uk/  

 
Guidance for parents and carers 
during COVID 19 

Financial Support 
As well as saving you money on food, each child who receives free school meals brings additional money to the school to spend 
on students’ education. Students on free school meals also qualify for free revision guides, music tuition and financial help with 
other activities that will support your child’s learning and wellbeing. Nobody will be aware that your child is receiving free food 
as they will just receive money on their Wisepay account to be used with their thumbprint. During school closure, it means that 
you will receive vouchers to spend at supermarkets. 

Your child may qualify for free school meals if you receive one of the following benefits, as well as Child Benefit: 

• Income Support 
• Income-based Jobseekers Allowance 
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
• Universal Credit (provided your earned income is no more than £616.67 in the last Universal Credit assessment period) 
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
• The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 
• Child Tax Credit (provided you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no more than 

£16,190) 
• Working Tax Credit run-on paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

We would encourage you to apply if you meet the criteria above, as it will benefit your family as well as the school. You can do 
this by going on the council website at https://www.stockport.gov.uk/start/free-school-meals-application-form 

If you would like any help with applying, please contact your child's Pastoral Manager at school. 

 

www.samlearning.com 
The centre ID is sk2ss, your username and password are date of birth (ddmmyy) followed by 
your initials. Any problems, email s.wordsworth@stockport.stockport.sch.uk.  
If you need to reset your password https://platform.samlearning.com/activities/player 
 

 

https://app.century.tech/login/  
 login via firefly or directly via the website (using Chrome). An email was sent home with your 
passwords. Any questions, email d.patkin@stockport.stockport.sch.uk  

 

https://www.gcsepod.com/   problems: contact 
r.holt@stockport.stockports.sch.uk  

 https://hegartymaths.com/  

 

https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/app/Home  Login: school email address, Password : 
(see email from school) Any questions: email d.patkin@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

 
https://theday.co.uk/quizzes 


