
  Sails and Oars        11 July 2020 

Greetings from the Head 
Dear Students, Parents & Carers, 

Welcome to our latest edition of ‘Sails and Oars’ which again aims to keep you abreast of school life and connected with our 
community whilst we all continue to work safely from home.  

Incredibly this is the 16th edition of ‘Sails and Oars’, a publication that we hastily brought together originally with the first 
publication back in March, when we forced to close our normal on-site operations as a school. Next week will in effect, be 
the 17th and final edition of ‘Sails and Oars’ as we know it at present, as we will then take a break from writing to you over 
the summer holiday period. Although we have enjoyed producing these weekly publications during our lockdown period, 
thankfully for good reason, we will likely no longer require a weekly publication of ‘Sails and Oars’ from the start of term in 
September, as we plan for a long-awaited full return of all students and staff, and hence our need to keep connected and 
share information in the way that we have had to via ‘Sails and Oars’ over the course of the past 5 months will no longer be 
required, as we can once again share in person, face to face, the information that we need. 

I know a great many of you do however, enjoy receiving ‘Sails and Oars’, and having chance to follow what’s going on 
amongst our very active students and staff from reading the articles within it. We too have greatly enjoyed sharing and 
celebrating with our community, many of the amazing activities and achievements of our students via this publication. We 
have therefore, taken the decision to continue producing a new monthly edition of ‘Sails and Oars’ from September. This will 
replace our termly publication of ‘The Stock-Press’, which will now be published just once a year in late September, to 
coincide with our usual Annual Achievement Evening. ‘The Stock-Press’ will be used in a different form, to recognize some of 
the notable events and activities that have taken place throughout the previous year, and will also include reference to the 
achievements of our students in House competitions, local and national competitions, and of course, our Year 11 leavers 
whom will have completed their GCSE studies. Ms. Patkin, whom has been a driving force in ensuring that the weekly edition 
of ‘Sails and Oars’ has been produced, volunteering freely her time to produce and edit the document, will now deservedly 
take on a new, promoted role alongside her teaching, of Publicity and Alumni Relations Officer, and will alongside me, have 
responsibility for continuing to produce our monthly editions of ‘Sails and Oars’ and our annual edition of ‘The Stock-Press’, 
from September. I would like to thank Ms. Patkin and all of the staff whom have contributed to this very worthwhile 
publication over the past few months.  

Next week, will be the final edition of our weekly 2019/20 ‘Sails and Oars’ publication, and it marks the end of a truly unique 
year and a very strange period in our history. Never before in modern times, have we had to deal with such challenging 
circumstances where many of our freedoms, that we take for granted, have been withdrawn, our sense of normality altered, 
and our important social interactions limited to control a virus that has had such a significant impact upon all of our lives.  

Throughout this period, however, I have been truly amazed over and over, at the sheer determination, resilience, and 
ingenuity of so many of our incredible students, staff and members of our Stockport School community, including our 
parents and carers, to overcome and carry on in. The fact that we have found ways to continue our educational provision 
through new interactive methods, where students have needed to show new heightened levels of independence and self-
discipline to build in productive home-working routines without the face to face support of their teachers, and how so many 
of our parents and carers have risen to the uneasy challenge of becoming home tutors, quickly having to become adept at 
navigating our online learning resources and in rediscovering the joys of algebra, trigonometry, Shakespeare, and so many 
other areas of our curriculum. The Stockport School staff, have been wonderous in their adaptation to the provision of 
learning from afar, and have shown an incredible passion and commitment in the remote support of our students and 
families during this time. All of our community deserve terrific praise for how we have managed the effective continuation of 
our important schooling, and so many of you should be very proud of what you have been able to achieve against the odds. 
Our Latin founding school motto of ‘Velis et Remis’ meaning with Sails and Oars, is a very apt at this moment, as our 
community have indeed come together as one to succeed. 

As we approach our final week of the academic year, I would of course encourage all of our students to continue to work 
hard through until next Friday and the end of term, after which we can all take a very deserved break for a while over the six 
week summer holiday period, to rest, relax, and enjoy safely, more of our important freedoms that are thankfully gradually 
being returned to us. It is important that we continue to stay safe however, and follow the government advice and guidance 
around hygiene and safe social distancing. We want to be able to all return safely to school in September and resume our 
learning as one, once again. 
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Parent/Carer (with student) Consultation Meetings 

In advance of September, we have some face to face, parent/carer (with student) consultation meetings taking place in 
school this week, which I hope you have been able to book and reserve an appointment for. Our Form Tutors and staff are 
greatly looking forward to meeting up with you again next week. 

Return Plans for September 

In terms of September, we now have the green light from the government for all students across all Year groups to safely 
return to school, and we are currently busy putting into place all of the necessary plans and arrangements to allow for a safe 
return for all, and for the resumption of a near to normal as possible, school timetable for all Year groups. Clearly, there will 
need to be some adaptations to allow this to be carried out safely, including our expectations of how everyone conducts 
themselves around school, in terms of safe social distancing, hand washing/sanitizing, etc. We do however, have good plans 
in place to make this work effectively for all, as has been proven with the return of our Year 10 students this term, whom 
have been impeccably behaved, respectful of the new expectations around movement, hygiene and personal safety, and 
have shown great enthusiasm and responsibility for active engagement with their learning. I am confident that we can 
replicate this on a much wider scale for all students from September.  

I will write to all parents and carers separately in the coming days, to inform you of the arrangements for your child’s return 
in September. In advance of that however, I would like to inform you that the first week in September will be an important 
induction/transition week, where we will gradually welcome back all of our students into school, guiding and advising them 
as to our expectations and of the necessary safety measures that we will have in place for them. The following week, from 7th 
September, all students across all Year groups will return full-time to school and will begin to study their full school 
timetable. 

Tuesday 1st September:   Staff Inset 

Wednesday 2nd September Year 7 Induction 8.40am – 3.00pm 

Thursday 3rd September 
Year 7 Induction (day 2), 8.40am – 3.00pm 

Years 8 & 9 Induction 11.00am – 3.50pm 

Friday 4th September 
Year 7 Induction (day 3), 8.40am – 3.00pm 

Years 10 & 11 Induction 11.00am – 3.00pm 

Monday 7th September All Students across all Year groups return full-time from 8.40am 

Building Works 

In advance of our return in September, works are already underway to transform our school to a new modern, state of the 
art educational facility. The £6.5 million pound investment works that I wrote to you about only a couple of weeks ago in 
‘Sails and Oars’, have now begun. Great tranches of the school have already been vacated to allow for workmen to begin 
their transformational improvement works, and this will continue throughout the summer holidays, and beyond over the 
next 12 months. By September however, there will be a noticeable improvement to a number of areas around the school, 
and this is something that we can all look forward to. 
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Free School Meals   

As some of you will be aware, the school has continued throughout the past 16 weeks, to ensure that those 
families eligible for Free School Meals, have continued to receive a monetary voucher for them to use in a local supermarket. 
This has been delivered via a system called ‘Wonde’, which we as a school, arranged to ensure no one who was eligible, went 
without during lockdown. However, the government have now confirmed that they will be extending Free School Meal 
provision into and throughout the six week summer holiday period for all students in Year 7-11 who are eligible. The new 
government system, however, requires a change in how it is delivered/dispensed to parents/carers. The government will 
now supply parents/carers direct, for the summer holiday period with a monetary supermarket voucher, but via a new 
supplier called ‘Edenred’. Parents/carers eligible for this will shortly receive an email from ‘Edenred’, confirming how the new 
voucher system will be issued to them. If after receiving the information from ‘Edenred’ on the new system, you still have 
any questions regarding it, please contact your child’s Pastoral Manager via email. 

Staffing Update 

As ever, there will be a number of changes to the staffing for the start of next year, and there are a number of staff who will 
be leaving Stockport School at the end of this term for pastures new or to enjoy retirement; they include: 

Member of Staff Role Length of Service Destination 

Miss Helsby Science Technician 1 year Teacher Training 

Dr Campbell Teaching Assistant 1 year Teacher Training 

Mr Vincent Teacher of English 1 Year Relocation to London 

Mrs Cobb Assistant Director of English 6 years Promotion to Director of English at Reddish Vale 

Mrs Simpson Assistant Director of Science 36 years Retirement 

Mrs O’Brien Teacher of Geography (EVC) 40 Years Retirement 

I should like to thank all of our staff leavers for their excellent contribution to Stockport School and wish them every success 
in the future.  

In addition, I would also like to individually recognise and thank our two retirees, Mrs Simpson, and Mrs O’Brien for their 
immense contributions to the school. I am sure you will join me in thanking them both in particular, for their substantial 
contributions to the success of the school and in wishing them a long, happy and fully deserved retirement. 

New Staff - External Appointments 

In terms of staffing appointments, I am delighted to inform you that we have been able to attract and recruit a number of 
fantastic new teaching and support staff members for September, all of whom are very highly qualified and skilled in their 
particular areas. I am confident that they will each make a great contribution to our successful school. The staff listed below 
will join us in September. 

New Starters 
Mr Fernandez Science Technician 

Miss Seller Teacher of English 

Mr Starczan Teacher of Geography 

Mr Hegarty Teacher of Mathematics 

Miss Hogan Teacher of English 

Mrs Davies Teacher of Science 

Mr Sims Teacher of History 

Miss Carter Assistant Director of English 

I should like to take this opportunity to congratulate all our new members of staff on their appointment to the staff of 
Stockport School and to wish them well in their new roles. 
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Internal Staffing Changes and Appointments  

In other news, I am pleased to inform you that Mr Hinton will remain in his role as Director of Maths next year, with Miss 
O’Gara, taking up a new important seconded middle leader position as Director of Equality and Opportunity. I would also like 
to congratulate Miss Roddam on her promotion upon a permanent basis, to Assistant Director of English replacing Miss 
Fannon, who unfortunately left us at the start of June to take up a promoted position in another school in Manchester. I 
would also like to congratulate Mr Jepson, upon his similar promotion to Assistant Director of Science, taking over from the 
retirement of Mrs Simpson, and Mr Hardman, who will continue on a permanent basis, his role as Assistant Director of 
Mathematics. 

Further congratulations go to Miss Scholes-Higham, who will continue in her role as Careers Leader next year replacing Mrs 
Lyon, who will be taking on a new role as Nurture Group Leader, supporting the teaching of some of our weaker learners in 
the school. There are two further bits of good news, which I am sure you will be pleased to learn about. Firstly, Miss Burns 
has now been promoted to Director of Health and Social Care from September. This follows Miss Burns impressive and 
determined work to train to become a teacher whilst working at Stockport School and also over the past couple of years to 
develop a new BTEC Health & Social Care course which has proven both successful and very popular amongst our students. I 
am also delighted to confirm that we have also been able to appoint Mrs Gardler as our new Director of Food & Nutrition. As 
you may know, Mrs Gardler has been with us since Christmas on a temporary basis, but has in that time already made an 
incredible impression bringing about considerable improvement to the department. I am delighted therefore, that she is now 
part of our full-time permanent staff. 

 

Pastoral Manager Changes 

One final structural staffing change of importance, is that of the Pastoral Managers in Years 8, 9 and 10. As you may be 
aware, we have a specialist Year 7 Pastoral Manager, Mrs Clarkson, who oversees the important transition and induction year 
of students into the school, and she will continue in that role again next year. However, it has then been customary for our 
students to then move on each year to a different Pastoral Manager, year upon year until they eventually reach Year 11 
where Mrs Hall, takes over, as the specialist Year 11 Pastoral Manager, overseeing student support through GCSE 
examinations and transition to post-16 education. In between Year 7 and Year 11, students would normally move from Mr 
Taher (Year 8), to Mrs Walker (Year 9), and then to Ms. Thorley (Y10), this will however, change from September, as we seek 
to strengthen our Pastoral system and in particular, the knowledge and relationship base that we have between students and 
their families with a Pastoral Manager. Therefore, by way of change, students will now upon reaching Year 8, remain with the 
same Pastoral Manager through until they reach Year 11, where Mrs Hall will take over. This means that from September, Mr 
Taher, will now move with his students into Year 9, Mrs Walker will move with her students into Year 10, and Ms. Thorley will 
move back into Year 8 to begin her three year relationship with the new Year 8, whom will have moved on from their 
transitional year with Mrs Clarkson in Year 7. Years 8, 9 & 10 along with Ms. Thorley, Mr Taher, and Mrs Walker, will continue 
to line managed and directed by Mr Rough, Assistant Headteacher, whom is responsible for those three Year groups. Mr 
Williamson, Director Progress, continues to oversee Year 7, working with Mrs Clarkson; and Mr Beever, Assistant 
Headteacher, will continue to hold responsibility for Year 11, line managing Mrs Hall. We are confident that this change will 
further strengthen our already very strong Pastoral system. 
 

As you can see, it has been a busy and important couple of months for myself, in terms of staffing and recruitment. I am 
delighted however, that we have been able to recruit and confirm the changes listed above, as I am confident that they will 
only further strengthen us as we continue to move forward as a school. 

Please continue to work hard over the final week of term, before we close to all for a deserved break over the summer. I look 
forward to seeing many of you return in person, next week for your parent/carer (with student) consultation meetings, and 
to your soon return in September. 

 

Best wishes, stay safe, and stay strong. 

 

Mr I. R. Irwin 

Headteacher 

  



  Sails and Oars        11 July 2020 

Subject Round Up 

English 
Accelerated Reading 

This week we want to congratulate those students who have shown commitment to developing their reading. The following 
students have achieved their Summer reading target, including some who have far exceeded theirs. 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 
Corey P 
Aiden S 
Rosa H 
Ellie R 
Sam S 
Will A 
Archie B 
Isobel B 
Hannah J 
Rowan M 
Erin-Lily T 

Eleanor T 
Mathilda WO'N 
Izzy W 
William D 
Eleanor H 
Zander B 
Freddie K 
Connie G 
Leighton L 
Verity M 
Ben S 

Aaron M 
Olivia R 
Henry F 
Isabel L 
Poppy S 
Grace J 
Olivia M 
Tyler P 

Chloe S 
Alfie F 
Maddison K 
Adam G 
Ewan C 
Oscar H 
Rhys M 
Lola P 

Nathan F 
Laura G-L 
Halle B 
Olivia C 
Zak H 
Aryan A 

Summer L-M 
Stan O 
George P 
Chloe J 
Claudia H 
Henry H 

There's a lot of student who only need a few points to achieve their target - can you reach yours before September? 

Food 
Year 7 have been looking at healthy eating and nutritional analysis. They have continued to develop their knife skills and the 
safe use of the hob to make a pasta salad.  

Year 8 have looked at different cake making methods. They completed a worksheet and used the creaming method to 
produce chocolate chip cookies. Some students took out the cocoa powder and other students adapted the recipe by adding 
other flavours to the chocolate, such as orange. 
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Geography 
Geography superstars over the past week 

Year 7 Year 8  Year 9  Year 10 

Phoebe A 
Alice B 
Jacob B 
Ayla B 
Ava B 
Grace 
Sonny B 
Archie B 
Caitlin B B 
Jack B 
Alyssa B-T 
Zander B 
Isobel 
Archie C 
Harvey C 

Hollie C 
Helena C-M 
Ben C 
Oliver D 
William D 
Katie D 
Lauren E 
Ben F 
Gwen F 
Mia F 
Connie G 
Noah G 
Rosa H 
Junaid H 
Sam H 

Eleanor H 
Luca H 
Jasmine I 
Charlie J G 
Mathew J 
Kayley McD 
Harrison M 
Matthew M 
Finley N 
Leah P 
Lily P 
Rachel S 
Florence S 

Jacob T 
Erin-Lily T 
Henry T 
Eleanor T 
Hermione T 
Lewis T 
Benjamin W 
Mathilda W - 
O'N 
Matilda W 
Isobel W 
Grace W-E 
Jarvis Y 

Finley B 
Olivia B 
Maddie H 
Alice K 
Alex L 
Aaron M 
Chloe M 
Eve O'C 
Madison T 
Max W 
Blake W  

Lucy N 
Stan o 
Annia B 
Jamie G 
Dylan F 

Beau B 
Jose-Mae B 
Yasmine B 
Harry C 
Katie G 
Tasnim H 
Orion J 
Harry M 
Richard N 
Daniel O’B 
Jensen S 
Charlotte T 

 

Big Geography quiz 

Why not have a go at the big summer quiz to test your geographical 
knowledge  

https://www.discover-the-world.com/study-trips/the-big-summer-
2020-geography-quiz/ 

 

 

 

History 
History heroes for last week’s work: 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Finley N 
Ben S 
Katie D 
Millie M 
Lucy H 
Jack B 
Charlie K 
Rachel S 
Zander B 

Max W 
Finley B 
Charlie C 
James B-W 
Elliot B 
Libby R 

Niamh L 
Katy H 
Isabella C 
Emily G 
Freddie P 
 Tyler P 

Anna H 
Nathan W 
Camesha H 
Callum D 
Ethan D 
Grace H 
Summer L-M 
Charlie W 

Sully A 
Molly B 
Hannah M 
Jack H 
Chris R 
Marcus W 
James H 
 Jack F 
Maddy B 
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Year 8 History : African studies 

In year 8 we have been studying Africa before the slave trade and 
the forced movement to America and the Caribbean. We explored 
everyday life as a slave, and this week we looked at resistance and 
rebellion and in particular, the story of Harriet Tubman.  

Last week, Year 8 were asked to watch a film about Harriet 
Tubman’s life and to write a short paragraph about the film.  

Thanks to Chloe, Meredith, Harvey, Chloe and Ryley 
 

This is an amazing film that tells the incredible story 
of Harriet Tubman, she was a real hero. Harriet had 
been born into slavery in 1820 where from the age of 
six she was forced to carry a bucket full of water out 
into the cotton fields. It went on like that until she 
was old enough to work in the cotton fields herself and 
one day a slave ran and Harriet's master ordered her 
to go after him but she didn't she just stood there 
and watched. Her master got so angry that he threw a 
rock at her head and that made her dizzy. Something 
else changed. Harriet wasn't scared anymore she knew 
she had to escape and when she did escape, less than a 
year later, she had to come back for her family and 
after that she helped hundreds of slaves escape. 

Harriet is a really inspiring film in the sense that 
it’s not made up and has a really moral story to it. 
The way that Harriet firstly has the courage to 
make a stand for herself is outstanding but in my 
opinion her going back for her family is impeccable 
and truly inspiring. Overall the moral of this story 
is that no matter who you are you can always take 
a stand that's why it’s a really good film to watch. 

This is an amazing film that tells the incredible 
story of Harriet Tubman. She was a real hero. 
Harriet Tubman was born as a slave in the south 
of America. She was hit in the head with a rock 
because she wouldn't run and catch a brave 
runaway. So she became a brave runaway herself 
and made it to freedom. She then went back to 
free  her family. She saved a lot more slaves. 

This is an amazing film that tells the incredible story 
of Harriet Tubman. She was a real hero. Harriet had 
been born into slavery, in 1820, and started working as 
a slave at the age of 6. Her father had taught her a lot 
of things about the wood behind their hut and about 
birds having the freedom to go where they want. Her 
and her family slept in a hut with no beds or no 
furniture. When Harriet had grown up she started 
doing the jobs her family had to do on the cotton 
fields. One day, while she was working someone tried 
to run away. The slave master told her to go get them 
but instead she just stood still. The slave master 
threw a rock at Harriet’s head and from then on she 
would fall asleep at random times and get dizzy. She 
decided she wanted to run away and she did, she woke 
up earlier then all her family and ran. She went to the 
north of America, Pennsylvania. One year into having 
freedom she decided to go back and save her family. 
She went back the way she came and helped her family 
to freedom. She was classed as a hero from that day 
on. 

Harriet Tubman was born into slavery and started 
working when she was six years old carrying water 
onto the field but as she got older her owner told 
her to put the seeds in the ground to make cotton 
and then told to pick it. She did this for years but 
then one day someone made a run for it, and her 
owner told her to go and get him but she just 
stood there. So, he threw a rock at her head and 
that made sense that she had to run away.  One 
early morning she got up before anyone else and 
she got some food and whatever she owned. She 
made a run for it and travelled weeks and finally 
got to freedom and not even a year went by and 
she headed back to save the others . When they 
got away they went to a underground railroad to 
get some food. They crossed the border for 
Pennsylvania. Harriet made a regular thing of this 
and she helped get slaves out of slavery. 
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Year 10 History :  Germany in the 1930s 

In year 10 we have been analysing the opposition to Hitler 
and the Nazis during the 1930s, looking specifically at the 
Church and Youth. As well as other tasks set on this, 
students had to study interpretations and consider their 
views.  

Some very impressive answers! Well done to all that 
completed it and Harry, Ellie and George 

 
I partially agree with Interpretation 2 as it tells 
us there was opposition but I do not believe that 
the main opposition was from the youth rivals. 
Niemoller also added to the opposition by 
creating their own Church named "Reich Church". 
Niemoller was eventually arrested along with 800 
other pastors and put into concentration camps 
as well as being made Hitler's personal prisoner. 
Niemoller originally supported the Nazi's but 
didn't agree that Jewish people couldn't be 
baptised. 

I partially disagree with Interpretation 1 
because it says there was "no real opposition" 
yet there was another church going against all of 
the Nazi beliefs. The interpretation says there 
was no opposition but a small amount of 
resistance from the youth groups. This is 
correct but it fails to mention anything about 
Niemoller at all. The Nazi Police did create a lot 
of paranoia but mainly of Jewish families and 
people who didn't support Niemoller’s ideas.  

Overall, I agree more with Interpretation 2 
because it mentions more than one problem 
causing opposition in Germany, as a multiple of 
factors made it hard for Nazi's to keep control. 

I partly agree with interpretation 2 because it says 
that there was opposition from young people. This is 
true as I know that the edelweiss pirates and swing 
youth both opposed the Nazis on a cultural level. 
However I don’t think that the Nazi opposing youth 
and catholic church had too much opposition to the 
Nazis. The police state and the fear of what might 
happen to them if they did speak up against the Nazis 
they would most likely be put in concentration camps.  
While I agree that there was decent support for 
pastor Niemoller and the young anti Nazis, there was 
still not enough support to form any sort of threat to 
the Nazis so I think interpretation 2 is partly correct. 

I fully agree with interpretation 1 as it clearly shows 
the view that the small amount of resistance to the 
Nazis mustered up by the church and the anti-Nazi 
youth groups could not form any sort of real threat or 
opposition to the Nazis. I know that while the catholic 
church produced large crowds with pastor Niemoller, 
the Nazis easily overpowered and put 800 pastors in 
concentration camps, the church was also much smaller 
than the Reich church after the Nazis broke their 
promise not to interfere with the catholic church.  

Finally, I agree more with interpretation 1 as it shows 
the view that the Nazis could easily overpower any 
resistance to their regime which I believe is true due 
to the small numbers of the edelweiss pirates and 
swing youth, also due to the weakness of the catholic 
church after Hitler banned it and united German 
protestant churches to form the Reich church, I 
believe interpretation  1 more because these two 
groups could never really form great opposition to that 
Nazis, contrary to what interpretation 2 said where 
the Nazis were said to have some opposition and found 
the church and youth groups harder to deal with. 
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Maths  
https://twitter.com/Stockport_Maths 

 Following our success last week on becoming a 
HegartyMaths Super School, we are excited to 
bring you the Hegarty Heroes Lockdown Awards.  

Since normal school lessons ended on 20th March 2020, the pupils of Stockport School have swapped their classroom for 
online learning using HegartyMaths. These awards celebrate the pupils whose efforts and achievements would have been 
exceptional under normal circumstances, but in the current situation are truly astounding. 

The awards are split into three categories: 

• Most questions answered including the top 3 in each class, Year Group Winner and School Champion 
• Longest time spent watching videos including Top 3 in each class, Year Group Winner and School Champion 
• Special recognition awards - awarded by teachers 

Please click on the below link to see the video.  

https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/maths/hegartymaths-awards 

Music
Learn a tune a week  

https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/music/practical-
activities  

Our ‘Learn a tune a week’ is I’m Still Standing by Elton 
John! This is the 13th tune and is the last piece in this 
project. I hope you have enjoyed having a go at learning a 
new tune and perhaps on new instruments. What a 
journey we have been on - Leonard Cohen, Smash Mouth, 
Rodgers and Hammerstein, Bill Withers, Bob Marley, 
Ariana Grande, Justin Bieber, Tears for fears, Michael 
Jackson, Disney, John Legend and John Lennon. Now for a 
bit of Elton John!  

As we near to breaking up for the summer holiday after a 
year like no other, I think it is time for an up-beat hit that 
we can dance around our living rooms to! This song was 
from his 1983 album Too low for zero. It also features at 
the end of the 2019 film Rocketman staring Taron 
Egerton. Enjoy learning this fun dance track and do not 
worry if you can’t quite play it as fast as the original!  The 
music can be found as always on firefly under 
https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/music/practical-
activities/week-913-im-still-standing-elton-john 

 

Great Moor Music Festival 2020 
Announcement! 

We are delighted to inform you that the fantastic Great 
Moor Community Music Festival will be taking place next 
Friday, the 17th July. As I am sure you are aware, 
Stockport School normally take a group of musicians to 
Great Moor Infant School to perform at the festival each 
July. Due to the current situation, the are holding a virtual 
'Festival from home' this year.  

As usual, the festival will be packed with a wide array of 
bands, groups and individuals from our community, 
performing and sharing their musical talents.  

A small number of students from Stockport School are 
currently recording some solo performances. There will 
also be artwork and food tech work from students at 
Stockport School on display.  

So, pop the 17th July in your diary and we will pass on 
information to you next week on how you can watch this 
fantastic virtual concert.  

Those of you who went to Great Moor might remember 
Mrs Davidson who is putting the event together. Here is a 
video from her explaining the event and performing: 
https://vimeo.com/434132791/73c5d1a7cc 
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PE
https://twitter.com/Stockport_SchPE 

We are pleased to hear that sport and activity is starting 
to resume and would love our students to send in 
pictures of them returning to training and competition. 
We hope that if the weather holds on our return to school 
in September that we might be able to do some of the 
summer activities we have missed this term, especially 
athletics, cricket and tennis.  

Year 7 and 8 

Students are devising their own sports quizzes on one of 
our summer term activities – rounders, tennis, athletics or 
cricket.   

We have had some very challenging and entertaining 
responses and hope that the students have been 
questioning their family members in person or joining the 
masses by hosting a zoom quiz! Some of the questions are 
included below. 

Physical activity booklet 

Many students are still completing the physical activity 
booklet challenges which has been an ongoing task since 
we started home schooling. It includes a mix of 24 
physical and written tasks.  Next week we will reveal 
which students have completed the most challenges.  

Year 9 

Our top scorers in the GCSE pod assignments are: 

1. Annie S 
2. Mia A, Lewis G 
3. Sophie F, Wil B, Mia B 
4. Owen P 
5. George P 

Year 10 

Our GCSE students are finishing off their 3rd coursework 
booklet. The PE staff are pleased with the engagement of 
those working at home along with those attending 
sessions in school. 

Seneca top learning time 

Mr Marchant’s class Mrs Howarth class   

Buster B 
Ollie B 
Louis B 
Issac T 
Joe I 

Hamish  
Sam F 
Maddy E 
Kian W 
Tess B 
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PE Quiz 

The PE task this week was to devise a summer sports quiz. Below is an amalgamation of several pupils work. How many can 
you answer correctly

Rounders  

1. If a player doesn't hit the ball and completes a rounder, 
what score is awarded to that player? 

a. half rounder 

b. rounder 

c. nothing 

2. Which of the following is a way a player can be out in 
rounders?  

a. Running on the inside of a post (unless obstructed) 

b. Caught 

c. Stumped 

d. All the above 

Tennis 

3. Which of these sport players does NOT play tennis? 

a. Alfie Hewett 

b. Johanna Konta 

c. Ellen White  

d. Heather Watson 

4. Who won Wimbledon men’s singles in 2016? 

a. Roger Federer 

b. Andy Murray  

c. Novak Djokovic 

d. Rafa Nadal  

 

5. Which famous tennis player is from Stockport? 

a. Tim Henman 

b. Fred Perry 

c. Andy Murray 

d. Kyle Edmonds  

6. When the score is 40-40, what is it otherwise called? 

a. Evens Stevens 

b. Deuce 

c. Draw 

d. Love 

7. What colour clothing should players wear at 
Wimbledon? 

a. Blue 

b. Purple 

c. White 

d. Green 

8. 8. How many Grand Slams are there? 

a. 2 

b. 4 

c. 6 

d. 8 

9. Balls that land on the line count as in – True or False ? 

10. True or false the first serve is always from the right 
side of the tennis court 

 

Join the Perfect Year 11 Prefect Team 2020-21 
Applications are due this Monday to join next year’s Year 11 Prefect Team. 

It is a privilege to be a member of this team and it is an incredibly important 
feature of our school community. The Team helps to run the school in a safe 
and effective manner. 
Year 10 students can apply to become a member of the Prefect Team for the 
next academic year (20-21). Details of each role with in the Prefect Team, and 
the application form are attached to an email they received this week.  

We look forward to receiving your applications and good luck! 

applications TO 
C.BEEVER@STOCKPORT.STOCKPORT.SCH.UK 

Deadline: Monday 13th July, 9am 
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SEN 
The SEN department would like to recognise the following students for their work over the last few months.

• Paisley B has done really well, particularly in her 
physics and biology. You have showed resilience even 
when it’s been tough! 

• Katie and Oliver D have remained dedicated and have 
achieved lots of positive house points during 
lockdown.  

• Jarvis Y is a star!  He has been working really well, 
achieved his Gold lockdown reward and completed 
some of his work with a broken hand (special thanks 
to Mum for supporting him with typing during this 
time!) Jarvis has now achieved his Platinum lockdown 
award (over 200 house points since lockdown) and 
Platinum House Points Badge (over 400 House points 
in total). 

• Hope B has been working consistently throughout and 
set up her own timetable that she sticks to. Hope has 
earned her Gold House Points Badge and Gold 
lockdown award. Well done! 

• Lewis T works full school days, winning hundreds of 
positive house points during lockdown. An incredible 
achievement. 

• Tom P (Y11) has worked especially hard and received a 
mention for his work on HegartyMaths. He remains 
committed to his studies, working diligently on tasks 
set by his subject teachers and preparing for his 
college course in September. 

• Maximus T has fully engaged with “virtual” school and 
achieved his platinum award and house colours!  In 
particular he has done some amazing work on 
HegartyMaths. He is now going all-out to achieve the 
Head Teachers Award. 

• Dylan E has immersed himself in learning ‘life skills’. 
Impressively he painted the garden shed single-
handedly! He has been baking, and remarkably using 
recipes from memory, measuring and weighing all his 
ingredients himself. This has increased his 
confidence and he learnt to be more independent. 
Well done Dylan!  

• Jessica A has received lots of house points during 
lockdown which shows the power of a positive 
mindset! 

• Ben F is tackling everything with new found self-belief 
and confidence. 

• Grayson C has fully engaged with work during 
lockdown. Well done! 

• Tom H has shown dedication throughout this 
unprecedented time. Well done! 

• Pheobe G is Mrs Walker’s and Mrs Molloy’s 
“superstar”!  

• Georgia A and Mia L have both been amazing and 
worked really hard.  

• Adam W has continued to work on his English essay 
writing skills throughout lockdown and has made 
considerable improvements, as well as still working on 
HegartyMaths and of course, his success with the 
college cookery competition winning a voucher for his 
efforts. Very impressive! 

• May D has been working really hard throughout 
lockdown. Very well done! 

• Ruby C has worked incredibly hard during these 
difficult times. Well done, Mrs Higgins is very proud of 
you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The amount of resilience and dedication shown by our young people has been incredible. You can look back on this time  

and know you have tried your very best. We wish you and your families a peaceful, restful break 
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Science
Next week is the last week of the Year 10 phased return 
and remote learning for everyone. Well done to all the 
students who have completed tasks on Firefly and 
Century. Next week we will announce the rewards for 
science in the special celebration edition of Sails and Oars. 
However, the Century Stars still feature and this week 
are: Ferdie W (Y10), Luke B (Y9), Harry H (Y8) and Robson 
K (Y7). Very well done! 

Pearson continue to produce their online GCSE science 
lessons. This week it is physics and the topic is energy 
production 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQ_mW_ZcjjU 

Big Bang Digital 2020  

https://www.digitalbigbang.co.uk/?utm_source=careerm
apteachers&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=BB 

Next Tuesday 14th July, you can watch live streams all 
about important the role of scientists and engineers 
during the covid-19 pandemic. It aims to inspire future 
STEM students, as well as raising the awareness that 
science and engineering play in our lives. 

Adieu! 

The science department would also like to take the 
opportunity to thank two members of staff who leave us 
this summer. 

Miss Helsby Miss Helsby has provided excellent support 
throughout this year in her role as a science technician, 
and we wish her well in her Primary PGCSE next year.  

Mrs Simpson joined Stockport School in 1984 when the 
school was still all boys! We want to thank her for 36 
years of exemplary teaching service to Stockport School. 
Many of you past and present, including many parents, 
will have benefitted from her outstanding chemistry 
teaching, and her support as a form tutor. We all wish her 
all the best in her well-deserved retirement.  

Quiz 

Scientists aim for accuracy, but it’s not always possible to 
be exactly right. This quiz is all about getting close, and 
not always close enough! So how close to full marks can 
you get? https://blog.doublehelix.csiro.au/off-the-mark-
a-quick-quiz/ 

 

 
 

Rewards 
House Points  

Summer Term 2 
:Week 5 

1st Orange  8783 

2nd Red 8735 

3rd  Blue 8649 

4th Green  8554  

5th  Yellow 8549 

 

 

Students have been busy earning reward points – keep up the good work!  

Points Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

300+  

Gold  

Jamie B 
Amera B 
Isla B 

Kyle F 
Lily W 

George P 
Connie C 
Emily D 

Max C 
Tiegan TM 
Annia B 

Aime R 

400+ 

Platinum 

Hermione T 
Ellie R 
William D 
Ashley M 

Jia Yi X 
Henry T 
Niamh O 
Joshua W 

Charlie C 
Finley B 
Martha S 
Herbie W 
Maddie H 
Lola P 

Annie S 
Dylan F 
Joe M 
Georgie E 
Olivia C 

Oliver B 
Ellie W 
Niamh G 

500+  Junaid H 
Millie M 
Niamh A 

Izzy W 
Robson K 
Sam H 

 Maya W 
Stan O 
Million T 

Georgia A 

Head 
Teachers 
Award 

Rachel S 
Jack B 
Lucas VA 

Corey P 
Ben S 
Jessica M 

  Jake O 
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SEAL 
SEAL Competition 

The Thought for the Fortnight is The Future Matters, and as always 
there were some great competition entries. The winners were Gwen F 
and Maisie D and special mentions go to Grace J and Olivia K. This was 
the final competition of the school year, but look out for a special 
compilation of the best work coming soon. Thank you to all of the many 
people who have contributed their work during lockdown. It may be 
that we continue with some competitions next year too, to go along 
with the fortnightly SEAL form time discussions. 

 

The SEAL Competition choices were: 

1. Create a visual piece of work that shows your hopes and dreams for the future (either your own or the world’s) 

2. Write a piece of writing called Life After Lockdown, where you describe how you hope the world will change and 
improve over the coming months and years 

3. Write a story called Hidden Strength  about a character who goes through a hard time but comes through it 

4.  

Life after Lockdown  

by Gwen F, Year 7 

It’s strange thinking this will all be over in a matter of 
months. Lockdown has got us used to new ways of life. 
Being away from school and adapting to home learning. 
Making a choice to put in the effort, making a choice of 
whether to succeed. It’s been a struggle working from 
dining room tables and having restricted resources. But 
soon we will roam the school hallways again. Soon we will 
be able to socialise with classmates. Soon we will return 
to the classrooms to learn and study. It’s been an odd 
time. 

It’s strange thinking this will all be over in a matter of 
months. We’ve learnt to social distance in supermarkets 
and local parks. Meeting up with mates, but not being 
able to come close and hug. Abiding by new laws to keep 
us safe, although we struggle to know how serious the 
consequences could be. But soon we will be able to 
embrace each other again. Soon we will can go around 
shops freely, able to walk down any aisle at any time. It’s 
been an odd time. 

It’s strange to think this will all be over in a matter of 
months. We’ve learnt a lot in this short time. Our 
communities have formed strong connections to last 
lifetimes. Although once we return to our normal way of 
life, we will keep some things. Cherish memories of what 
might be the most peculiar happenings of our lives. I can’t 
wait to see my friends again. I can’t wait to return to 
school. I can’t wait to be able to go to the shops without 
wearing face masks. It’s been an odd time. But a learning 
experience. I’ve matured and taken on responsibility. I’ve 
adapted to live my life in a new way. It’s strange to think 
this will all be over in a matter of months. 

 

 
This is the picture I drew for SEAL and life after lock 
down. 

The picture shows my ambitions such as: 

Becoming a commercial air pilot, 

Graduating with good scores, 

Starring on TV, 

Buying a house, 

Becoming a professional football player.  

Grace J, Year 8 
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Life after lockdown by Maisie D, Year 11 

During quarantine, our minds have been occupied 
doodling scenarios of possibilities after lockdown. These 
daydreams drown in average activities we took for 
granted in (what seems like) an unfamiliar life. 

Not only were we greeted with a rapid change in life, 
important topics have arisen to the surface that have 
sadly been missed for years. 

On 25th May, George Floyd was murdered in Minneapolis 
by Derek Chauvin: someone whose job it is to protect 
civilians. This horrific passing created a whirlwind of 
awareness of the constant oppression directed towards 
the POC community; this racism is something that should 
have been abolished years ago. 

Due to this tragic murder, a social media frenzy rose up: 
people were posting; re-posting; signing petitions and 
donating; however, after a week or so, action began to 
simmer, birthing the idea that people would do this just 
to prevent being exposed of their ignorance to their 
privilege. Someone’s death is not a trend! 

‘Black lives matter’ has been plastered upon everything 
(rightly so), although people began to hit back with the 
quote: ‘All lives matter’ Let me just inform you all: all lives 
don’t matter until black, trans, gay and ethnic minorities’ 
lives matter too. There is something called white 
privilege. This in no way means that, as a white person, 
your troubles are invalid at all! It is just the fact that white 
people do not experience any form of invalidation due to 
the colour of our skin: something that is unchangeable. 

However, innocent black people go on a jog - a calm, 
collective and free activity that is available to and 
welcomed by all -  but get killed due to racist, disgusting 
monsters who cannot see past the outside of someone. 

At the start of lockdown, people were eager to be 
released, like a lion trapped in a cage, but fear is now 
woven within us. So, when/if things return back to 
‘normality’, will our brains switch too? 

 

 

 

Olivia K, Year 9 

 

Careers 
Calling all year 10. 

You're probably quite disappointed that your work experience hasn't been able to go 
ahead this year, but fear not Miss Scholes has got your back. 

Make sure you head to the careers pages on Firefly 
https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/careers where you will find a section just for year 10. 
Once you are there, you will find a video whereby Miss Scholes explains to you that she has 
set up a virtual 'World of Work Experience Week,' for you to take part in. This opportunity 
will allow you to explore different aspects of working life, such as workplace environments 
and looking after your own well-being from the comfort of your own home.  

At the end of the experience, your commitment will be rewarded with a certificate that 
you may discuss in your CV, or use to show future potential colleges/employers/providers.  
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Independent Learning at home 
While it is really important to keep up with your learning, especially as there won’t be enough time to go through all the topics 
that have been missed in detail once we return to school, we know that there are also other very important things going on in 
everyone’s lives. It is all about trying your best and letting us know where you’re up to. For Year 10s who aren’t returning to 
school, work will still be set for you, so please try to complete it. 

• If there is a reason why you are not able to do any of your school work, please let your pastoral manager know and they 
will tell your teachers.  

• If you have done your work, please upload it/ mark as completed on Firefly/ send it to your teacher 

• If you are stuck with a specific subject, please also email your teachers if you are finding difficulties with any of your work; 
they will try to help you. Please also let them know if you are confused by what they have set or if too much has been set 
at once.

SAM Learning 

An amazing 6670 hours of learning have been 
completed since 20/03/20, with over 709 students 
completing an average of over 9.24 hours each!  

However, please note that the school’s 
subscription for SAM Learning stopped from July 
7th. Well done for all your hard work on there; don’t 
forget that there are still other resources like 
GCSEPod, Century, Hegarty and Memrise. 

Top 3 students in the school since 21/03/20: 

1. Hannah J Y7 (over 100 hours!) 
2. Alexis G Y7 (over 100 hours!) 
3. Lucas V-A Y7 (over 100 hours!) 

And in each year group 

7 8 9 10 11 

Hannah J 

Alexis G 

Lucas V-A 

Grace J 

Sky J 

Courtney C 

Oliver W 

Mollie B 

Conrad G 

Georgia A 

Josh M 

Phoebe R 

Anthony J 

Evie M 

Harley P 

Since the start of this academic year, 985 students 
have completed 12,170 hours on SAM Learning, 
averaging over 12.2 hours each. 

The 2019-20 Top 10: 

1. Hannah J, Y7 (over 200 hours!) 
2. Alexis G, Y7 (over 200 hours!) 
3. Lucas V-A, Y7 (over 200 hours!) 
4. Sarah W, Y9 (over 100 hours!) 
5. Evie M, Y11 (over 100 hours!) 
6. Leo V, Y9 (over 100 hours!) 
7. Carlos W, Y10 (over 100 hours!) 
8. Georgia A, Y10 (over 100 hours!) 
9. Josh M, Y10 (over 100 hours!) 
10. Olivia M, Y8 

GCSE Pod 

Over 2354 pods have been watched and downloaded since 
21/03/20. Top 10 users for all subjects: 

1. Georgia A 

2. Josh M 

3. Noah H 

4. James G 

5. Hannah M 

6. Ruben G 

7. William S  

8. Merlin C 

9. George K 

10. Orion J, Joe I and Dylan F 

Since September, students have watched over 13,000 pods. The 
top 10 users were: 

1. Evie M, Y11 

2. Ruth T, Y11 

3. Lily G, Y11, 

4. Georgia A, Y10 

5. Isobel C, Y11 

6. Hannah M, Y10, 

7. Josh M, Y10, 

8. Luke F, Y11 

9. Esther H, Y11 

10. Emma B, Y11 

We also know that students have been hard at work on Hegarty, 
Century and Memrise, as well as work done on paper or in books. 
Students are still earning house points and receiving certificates.  
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2020 Independent Learning and 
Homework Superstars overall  

(for all  types of homework) 

These students are the students who have received 
over 30 referrals for having completed good or 
excellent homework this academic year. This is a 
fantastic achievement!  

1) Mia L, Y10 

2)  Eleanor H, Y7 

3) Grace T, Y7 

4) Erin-Lily T, Y7 

5) Isabella P, Y7 

6) Maddie B, Y10 

7) Isobel W, Y7 

8) Georgia A, Y10 

9) Hannah U, Y7 

10) Lennox W, Y7 

11) Ben S, Y7 

12) Yasmin H, Y10 

13) Polly M, Y7 

14) Zander B, Y7 

15) Jack B, Y7 

16) Mathilda W-O, Y7 

17) Ellie W, Y10 

18) Niamh G, Y10 

19) Summer M, Y7 

20) Erin B, Y7 

21) Jacob B, Y7 

22) Maddie H, Y8 

23) Jake J, Y7 

24) Declan C, Y7 

 

Quiz Answers 
1a, 2d, 3c, 4b, 5b, 6b, 7c, 8b, 9 true, 10 true 

 

Whitehead’s Wit 
How do flat earther’s travel the world? On a plain. 

I used to have a job in a calendar shop, but I got sacked for taking the day off. 

I just broke two of my Dad’s old Queen records, now I want to break three. 

Astronomers got tired of the moon going around the earth for 24 hours, so they called it a day. 

I accidentally swallowed a few scrabble pieces, now I’m waiting for my next vowel movement. 

 

This newsletter is produced by Stockport School. Any questions or queries please contact 
sailsandoars@stockport.stockport.sch.uk
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Subject Resources 
For general queries email Reception reception@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

Wellbeing Resources 

 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-
covid-19/   

https://www.time-to-change.org.uk/  

 
https://youngminds.org.uk/  

 
Guidance for parents and carers 
during COVID 19 

Financial Support 
As well as saving you money on food, children receiving free school meals bring additional money to the school to spend on 
their education. These students qualify for free revision guides, music tuition and financial help with other activities to support 
their learning and wellbeing. The money is transferred directly to a student’s Wisepay account and used with their thumbprint. 
During school closure, it means that you will receive vouchers to spend at supermarkets. 

Your child may qualify for free school meals if you receive one of the following benefits, as well as Child Benefit: 

• Income Support 
• Income-based Jobseekers Allowance 
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
• Universal Credit (provided your earned income is no more than £616.67 in the last Universal Credit assessment period) 
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
• The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 
• Child Tax Credit (provided you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no more than 

£16,190) 
• Working Tax Credit run-on paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

We would encourage you to apply if you meet the criteria above, as it will benefit your family as well as the school. You can do 
this by going on the council website at https://www.stockport.gov.uk/start/free-school-meals-application-form 

If you would like any help with applying, please contact your child's Pastoral Manager at school. 

 

www.samlearning.com 
The centre ID is sk2ss, your username and password are date of birth (ddmmyy) followed by 
your initials. Any problems, email s.wordsworth@stockport.stockport.sch.uk.  
If you need to reset your password https://platform.samlearning.com/activities/player 
 

 

https://app.century.tech/login/  
 login via firefly or directly via the website (using Chrome). An email was sent home with your 
passwords. Any questions, email d.patkin@stockport.stockport.sch.uk  

 
https://www.gcsepod.com/   problems: contact your English teacher 

 https://hegartymaths.com/  

 

https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/app/Home  Login: school email address, Password : 
(see email from school) Any questions: email d.patkin@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

 
https://theday.co.uk/quizzes 


