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Greetings from the Head 
 

Dear Students, Parents & Carers, 

Welcome to our latest edition of ‘Sails and Oars’ which again aims to keep you abreast of school life and connected with our 
community whilst we all continue to work safely from home.  

I am delighted in this week’s edition, to be able to inform you of some very exciting news regarding our school and in 
particular, some very much needed capital investment into our buildings and facilities. 

As you may be aware, since I arrived at the school in 2013, myself and the governors have been lobbying the Council and 
Government, and stating our case and need for capital investment into the improvement and development of our buildings 
and facilities. This has been necessary, in order to improve the quality of our learning environment and to meet the needs of 
our innovative and ambitious curriculum.  

I am delighted therefore, to inform you that we have recently been successful in our bid for further, much needed 
investment, and as a result, a significant capital investment programme totaling just over £6.5 million pounds, to improve 
and develop our buildings and facilities will begin as of Monday 6th July 2020. 

The works will include, the construction of a new 8 classroom teaching block which will be situated in the middle of the J 
Block Playground. This new modern modular build is already under construction off-site and will soon begin to be brought 
onto site over the summer holidays where further works will entail to complete it ready for handover to us for our use from 
October half term 2020. The new build utilizes innovative modern technology in its design, frame structure, and construction, 
and is built in phases off-site before being craned onto site in large sections, and then fully connected with a brick outer 
structure built around it. Because of the modular construction, it means that the time required on-site to construct it is 
greatly reduced from that a traditional build. This is obviously very beneficial to us as it speeds up handover to us, but also 
very importantly minimizes any disruption to us in terms of construction. 

The new building, featured in the graphics below, will eventually replace the existing mobile classrooms which are now very 
dated and beyond their use by date. The existing mobile classrooms will be removed in two phases with one being removed 
immediately this summer to enable the foundation ground works for the new build to be put into place, with the second set 
of mobile classrooms to be removed 12 months later, following completion of the wider buildings improvement programme, 
allowing for a new playground area to be opened up in its place. 

The new building as well as increasing our classroom capacity by four from that of our current provision, will also include a 
new passenger lift, stairwell, toilet facilities, and eventually in 12 months’ time, an upper floor link corridor joining it to our 
main building near to our Art rooms, and across on the other side to the J Block near to J4 which will also be redesigned to 
allow for a new upper floor link corridor across the J Block. This will eventually enable both the main building and the J Block 
to be fully connected, with a much-improved one-way movement system for students and staff through new corridors and 
access doors. 
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In addition to the construction of a new 8 classroom block, the wider, school buildings and facilities will also be greatly 
improved through this capital programme. The 12 month, £6.5 million pound programme will include: 

• The complete re-roofing of the entire school with the replacement of all original pitched roofs and re-covering of flat 
roofs to ensure that the school is water tight. This will also include the upgrade and replacement of water drainage 
systems around the school. 

• The complete electrical re-wiring of the school, including the installation of new LED lighting and energy efficient 
systems across the school. This will include the construction of new modern false ceilings in all classrooms and 
corridors around the school, with rooms and corridors re-decorated upon their completion. 

• Radiators replaced across the school and a new energy efficient valve system to be installed, enabling temperatures 
to be much better managed and modified, as required, avoiding the risk of potential leaks or flooding from the 
failing original system, and for rooms to more easily kept at a desired working temperature. 

• The installation of a new state of the art fire alarm system and CCTV system across the school to ensure the safety of 
students and staff. 

• A new telephone system working off VOIP data will be installed across the school to improve communication 
systems internally and externally. 

• The outer walls of the school buildings will be re-pointed to ensure that they remain watertight and stop the ingress 
of damp. 

• A number of older rotten window frames around the school will be replaced with modern double-glazed units. 
• A new entrance/exit doorway will be created near to our Main Hall/Graphics area, to allow for freer and less 

congested movement of students around the building, particular reducing pressure around the Library area 
doorway. 

• External pathways and walkways will have new outdoor LED lighting installed to ensure that the grounds are well-lit 
and safe to walk across in the evening. 

• Two new specialist Science Laboratories will be constructed from existing classroom spaces which will be converted 
to ensure that we have the very best specialist facilities available for our students and staff to access, supporting the 
curriculum. 

• A new specialist ICT Room will be created from an existing classroom in a different area of the school, again to 
ensure that students and staff have access to specialist facilities and so the curriculum can be delivered effectively 
within the timetable. 

• Existing student toilet facilities will be completely replaced with modern and re-designed layouts and facilities 
installed, which will increase capacity, and will greatly improve the quality and appearance of those important 
facilities for our students. 

• The improvement and enhancement of our external dining and recreational playground/sports facilities, including 
canopy coverings in some areas, to provide better all-year round usable space for our students. 

• Additional to the capital programme, the school from its own budget, will also look to replace some of the older 
projector display units for modern interactive TV display screens, and the gradual upgrade and replacement of older 
tired classroom furniture and equipment. 

These works will be hugely beneficial for our school community in the short, medium and long term and will in many ways 
ensure that Stockport School is be able to continue successfully on its present site for generations to come. 

Whilst the investment into our school buildings and facilities are very much welcomed, and will upon completion, ensure that 
Stockport School has modern and state of the art facilities for its students and staff to access, the next 12 months during the 
works will be important, and we, with the Council design team and the appointed building contractors will continually work 
to prioritise the ongoing functioning of the school. It will be our absolute priority to avoid and minimize disruption to the day 
to day running of the school for students and staff, protecting the educational teaching and learning activities at all times. 

In order ensure that this is achievable, a carefully considered phased works programme has been developed, which will 
ensure that building work is only carried out in controlled sections of the school at any one time, minimizing the loss of any 
classrooms or facilities during term time. Much of the major and more disruptive works on-site have been pre-programmed 
to occur during school holiday periods or of an evening or weekend, in order to limit the impact upon the school. The school 
will also gain initially with some extra capacity when the new modular building is complete in October 2020, as well us 
temporarily retaining one of the older mobile classroom buildings on site until the building programme is complete in August 
2021. This will enable us to ensure that all teaching groups have suitable classroom facilities during any phasing works in and 
around the school. 

You will be pleased to know that all of the building works are due to be completed by the end of August 2021, prior to the 
start of the 2021-22 academic year. I will keep you regularly updated as this programme progresses over the next few weeks 
and months. 
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The return of our students 

Aside from the exciting news about the development of our school buildings, we are also desperately keen to welcome back 
more of our students into school as soon as possible. It was pleasing therefore, to hear at the end of last week, that the 
government has pledged to allow schools to fully re-open to all students across all Year groups from the beginning of 
September. We await further details and guidance from the government on how we can go about preparing for this, which 
we are promised to have by the end of next week. In the interim, I have already begun to plan for a full return of students 
from September and hope to share this with you as soon as possible, subject to the government allowing it to happen. 

As a stepping stone, prior to us hopefully all returning full-time from September, I will be writing to you early next week, with 
details of some Face to Face Parent/Carer (with Student) Consultation Meetings, which we have scheduled to take place 
during the final week of the term. 

The main purpose of the short consultation meetings will be for our students and you as their parents/carers, to have an 
opportunity, to set foot back across the school threshold after almost 4 months away, prior to the summer holiday and what 
we hope will be a full return for all students across all Year groups at the start of September. Whilst doing this alone is a 
purposeful and an important process, the short consultation meeting will also allow an opportunity for you and your child to 
meet with their Form Tutor. The Form Tutor will aim during these short meetings, to offer a friendly caring and supportive 
face to face connection with your child, and to provide encouragement and motivation about next steps for September. We 
hope that once you receive details of how to book and reserve an appointment for a consultation meeting during the final 
week of term, that many of you will want to do so. I know the Form Tutors are really keen to say hello and to see you again 
before the summer. 

 

 

Farewell to our outgoing Year 11 students 

Unfortunately, this week at the end of June, marks the end of what would be the normal teaching year for our current Year 
11, and whilst we are set to see and meet with them again in August to hopefully share and celebrate GCSE success, it is sad 
that this year was cut short for those hard working Year 11 students. 

Whilst their time at Stockport School may have been cut short in late spring of this year, through no fault of their own, and 
our final few weeks together taken from us, our outgoing Year 11 students should always remember that they played their 
own important part in the history of our school, and I would like them to always feel a part of our community. As leavers, 
they now become part of our alumni, an important and valued group of ex-students with lifelong close associations with the 
school. 

Whilst they may no longer be students of the school and our influence over their future development may have diminished, I 
am reassured in the knowledge that as those students move forward in life, their experience and time at Stockport School 
will serve them well. As a Year group, and as individuals within it, I am proud to have seen them develop into well-rounded, 
strong, confident and articulate young people, whom through their experiences of growing up together in amongst the 
vibrant Stockport School community will not be deterred by these incredible current events. I am confident that they will 
each go forward with drive, ambition and ingenuity to create a successful pathway to their own future success. 

I would like to end my introduction to Sails and Oars this week, by taking the opportunity to wish each and every one of our 
outgoing Year 11 students all the success in the world, as they very much deserve it! I know you will wish to join me in those 
wishes. 

 

Best wishes, stay safe, and stay strong. 

 

Mr I. R. Irwin 

Headteacher                    
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Subject Round Up 

Art 
Welcome back to our talented and creative Year 10s. It was 
nice to see your work remotely, however, it is lovely to finally 
see you in person and be able to appreciate the effort and 
commitment you are showing in your GCSE coursework. We 
want to say a huge well done - you leave us feeling very proud.  

If you haven't shared your work with us so far then we'd like to 
encourage you to do so over the next week so we can gauge 
where you are up to and support you further. Special mention 
to Lucy C, Lucy M, Yildiz A, Rebecca A, Hannah B, Daisy P and 
Orion J.  

 
Yildiz A 

 
Lucy C 

 
Lucy C 

OP ART -  Bridget Riley 

For those of you who don't know, but are in form groups R (for Riley), Bridget Riley is one of our 
leading British artists currently living and working in London. Her work has inspired many Year 7 
students over the past couple of weeks who have investigated all about this influential artist, gone 
on to create their own Op Art patterns and turned them into a 3D form. Fab mini project, hope 
you enjoyed it! Please keep sharing your creativity with your subject teacher as your efforts 
deserve to be rewarded.    Sam H 

Gwen F Isobel B 

 
Gwen F 

 
Jacob B 

  
Gwen F 

 
Flo S 

 
Caitlin J  

Rebecca A (à)  
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Art TV 

Another new feature on the Art and Design area on 
Firefly if you haven't already seen it is 'ART TV'  
https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/art-and-design . 
Here are samples of current television programmes 
that you may or may not have seen. Check one out if 
it captures your interests and you can always catch up 
on other episodes. 

 

OBSERVATIONAL DRAWING - Natural forms 

As we always say, drawing underpins everything when it comes to art. Whether you develop your work into a painting, a 3D 
form or explore another media you would initially start by drawing or sketching. This form of drawing is the easiest to get 
into whilst at home or in the garden. When practiced, you improve your drawing skills and pencil control as well as reading 
and understanding the form that you are studying from how you think it was made or has grown.  

So pick up your pencil and get drawing absolutely anything! Following the 3 steps to success: 1. Shape and outline  2. Detail 
and texture  3. Tone and form. Check out this website for a visual step by step guide how to draw a fruit but remember it is 
the same process despite what you choose to draw https://willkempartschool.com/how-to-shade-a-drawing-light-shadow-
part-2/ 

 

 

Harvey A 

Jenny C Katy H 

Lola P 

Lola P 

Millie P 

Olivia C 
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Drama
Simon Stephens recently wrote to all our students and 
this quote is the basis for our new competition: 

“Remember that strangeness is exciting. … 

Never stop noticing how astonishing the world you always 
thought was normal has now been shown to be” 

I would like to invite students to submit a piece of writing 
to reflect on this quote. It could be real or imagined – let 
your creativity run wild! Maybe a poem, a play, a 
character, a story, a scene – all contributions welcome! 
Deadline Thurs 2nd July entries to 
j.stone@stockport.stockport.sch.uk  

PRIZES: house points, your work in the Sails and Oars and 
2 free tickets to a future school play! 

Drama News Flash! 

Our ex-student PAUL ADEYEFA 
stars as Demetrius in A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream; this week's show 
from the National Theatre. Also 
featuring Game of Thrones actors 
Gwendoline Christie and Kit Young, 
this comic show is a riot of hilarity, 
ingenious set design and staging. 
One for all the family, not to be 
missed! (Attached pic shows Paul 
Adeyefa - kneeling in pyjamas!)  
Watch here for one week only, from 7pm 
tonight: https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=Punzss5sHto&f
eature=youtu.be 

More online theatre links for home viewing! 

https://www.whatsonstage.com/guide/free-online-
streams-theatre-drama-musicals 

https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2020/mar/17/hotte
st-front-room-seats-the-best-theatre-and-dance-to-
watch-online 

Hamilton Workshop Review – by Izzy W (Y7)  

Anyone who knows me also knows that I’m obsessed with 
the musical Hamilton by Lin-Manuel Miranda. Hamilton is 
the story of Alexander Hamilton during the US 
Revolutionary War and how he became a Founding 
Father. It is unusual as a musical because the music is hip 
hop and R&B, and the show casts non-white actors as the 
Founding Fathers.  

So I was extremely excited when my mum told me she 
had booked an online drama/dance workshop based on 
Hamilton. The details were sent through a few hours 
before and I found out that the workshop would be led by 
Christopher Tendai – an actual cast member from the 
West End production of Hamilton! This news made me 
very giddy. 

The workshop started with Christopher introducing 
himself as a choreographer and performer from lots of 
shows. He’d played the swing* in Hamilton which meant 
he’d had to learn every song and dance routine in every 
ensemble role! There are 55 numbers in Hamilton. 

He took us through a warm up which was harder than 
usual as I haven’t been able to do my regular dance class 
during lockdown. He then showed us some choreography 
for “My Shot”, one of the longest and most popular songs 
in the show. He broke it down into small sections, starting 
slowly and then bringing us up to performance speed. It 
took nearly an hour just to learn one verse and the 
chorus.  

Christopher spent the last 10 minutes doing a Q&A with 
us. I asked him “Can you rap Guns & Ships?” and he told 
us it had been his audition song. We also discovered he’d 
performed in Matilda, West Side Story and In The Heights 
and worked really long hours when in a show.  

If you think Hamilton sounds interesting, a filmed version 
of the stage show is coming to Disney+ on the 3rd July. 

Izzy took part in a workshop with Pineapple Performing 
Arts. Head over to pineapplearts.com/online-courses for 
more information and maybe book a course for yourself! 

*A swing is member of a company who understudies 
several roles in musical theatre 
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English 
 

 Accelerated Reading 

Huge congratulations to all of you who have been making progress towards your Summer points target on AR. Some of you 
have been very busy and we have a number of students who we want to congratulate for passing major milestones. 

• 5 million words - Freddie K  
• 2 million words - Leighton L, Mathilda WO'N, Connie G 
• 1 million words - Isobel B, Zander B, Georgie-Leigh W, Oscar H, Summer L-M, Million T, Stan O, Mia B, Nathan W 

 

Creative Writing Theft    by Georgia A (Y10)

My blood hummed through my narrow veins and my 
heart danced underneath my sternum. The adrenalin 
rushing through my small frail body made me feel alive 
like the oxygen that passed through my lips wasn’t just 
oxygen but an intoxicating drug that sharpened your 
vision and senses. Adelaide always said that I was weak 
and insufferable and did not deserve my seat at the family 
table. 

There were rows and rows of clothes that clung to their 
rails and gleaming piles of flushed diamonds whispering 
century old secrets into my ears. I strode past the counter 
with a purpose of a sophisticated woman who had piles of 
money at home and ever so carefully I flicked the two-
carat diamond off its perch where it was so carelessly left 
by the shop assistant into my navy satchel. My practiced 
to perfection manoeuvre worked every time, I mean how 
could it not? The shop assistant was casually chatting to a 
towering woman with her sapphire hair scraped up into a 
messy bun, both of them blissfully unaware. Adelaide 
always said I was the mistake of the family. 

My navy satchel glared at me with culpability and regret. 
Why did I always feel so guilty I’ve done this plenty of 
times? A thunderous crash sounded from across the aisle 

as a customer clumsily knocked over a shoes display. My 
opportunity welcomed me with open arms as I dashed 
over to the jewellery stand and swiped a sparkling, 
beautiful necklace decorated with mini blood red rubies. I 
was as noticeable as a mouse as they all rushed over to 
the display destroying woman to aid her in cleaning up. 
Adelaide always said that I was plain-looking and invisible. 

My feet that were wrapped in lilac, leather sandals 
carried me to the crystal-clear doors. A single drop of 
sweat travelled down my cheek, the look of misconduct 
was screaming out from my face. That’s when I heard it 
“Hey, Cath where is the rose two-carat diamond?” 
bellowed a large muscular security guard. At that exact 
moment I walked past the security alarms as they 
screamed out echoing through the shopping centre. The 
security guard glared at me and sprinted over to me. He 
gripped my wrist and pulled me to the metallic flooring 
with a thud. My bones creaked as the weight of his knee 
pressed on my back securing me to the floor. His gigantic 
hands wrestled with my navy satchel and the diamonds 
fell out. Adelaide said this was my last task and then I 
would be free she never said anything about getting 
caught. 
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Food 
 

This week in Food and Nutrition, year 7 are looking at weighing, measuring, knife skills and using the oven. Their practical 
task was fruit crumble and some fantastic dishes were produced. Year 8 were set a stir fry task so that students could 
continue to develop fine knife skills with Julienne and Paysanne cuts and use good temperature control on the hob. Again the 
results did not disappoint. One of our students even used fresh vegetables from his garden!  

The year 9 students who have opted for the KS4 Hospitality and Catering course, were researching the role of an 
Environmental Health Officer and I set them a middle to high skill practical pasta dish called Pasta Fiorentina. Again the 
students did not disappoint. I have also included a beautifully presented brownie from last week’s work by George D (Y9). 
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Geography 
This week year 8's have playing 'Geography Detective' by showing how geography can help to solve the mystery of a body on 
a beach.  

Year 7 Year 9 

Izzy B 
Jacob B 
Ayla B 
Grace B 
Sonny B 
Caitlin B B 
Isobel B 
Hollie C 

Ben C 
Oliver D 
Abbie E 
Lauren E 
Ben F 
Gwen Ft 
Mia F 

Rosa H 
Eleanor H 
Luca H 
Freddie K 
Nuala L 
Leighton L 
Jack M 

Rowan M 
Matthew M 
Leah P 
Lily P 
Corey P 
Ellen R 
Jessica R S 

Rachel S 
Ben S 
Erin-Lily T 
Eleanor T 
Mathilda W - O'N 
Grace W-E 
Jarvis Y 

Nathan P 
Sam P 
Annie S 
Maya W 
Million T 
Sarah W 

This particular piece of work, by Evie O'C (Y8), is an outstanding example of how the geographer's knowledge and 
understanding of coastal processes can be used to explain what happened. 

 
In other news- Next month marks the start of Plastic free July. Will you take 
the challenge to reduce your consumption of single use plastic? Please see the 
link below, take the challenge and become part of the 250 million participants 
word wide. https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/  
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History 
History heroes for last week’s work: 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 
Finley N 
Ben S 
Katie D 
Millie M 
Lucy H 

Jack B 
Charlie K 
Rachel S 
Zander B 

Max Whittle 
Finley B 
Charlie C 
James B-W 
Elliot B 
Libby R 

Niamh L 
Katy H 
Isabella C 
Emily G 
Michael H 
Tyler P 

Kade B 
Nathan W 
Camesha H 
Callum D 

Ethan D 
Grace H 
Summer L-M 
Charlie W 

Sully A 
Molly B 
Hannah M 
Jack H 
Chris R 

Marcus W 
James H 
 Jack F 
Maddy B 
Mia F 

Here are some examples of the Slavery work Y8's have been doing using the same starter sentence ….  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stockport Blue Plaques  

In the news at the moment there is a lot of discussion about statues, who they are, who is celebrating them and whether they 
deserve to be there. Around Stockport there are many blue plaques to commemorate a link between the person and the place. See 
if you can find out who these people are and why they may have become famous enough for a blue plaque 

 

 

I do not know what day it is as everyday merges into another. I can feel the rocking of the boat 
and the people either side of me. All I can hear are the crashing of the waves next to my head, I 
can see people crying, sleeping and others asking to leave but if they do, they will get hit so I just 
stay silent. We soon got to wherever we were going, looking like docks from the small window 
next to all the others. It smelt horrible out here, like everyone just dumps everything near us, 
makes me feel sick. Even though I was so sick I couldn’t eat. For not eating I was beaten. The was 
some sort of a sickness carrying around the boat which many people died from, there was no 
way to escape, Americans stood watching us on all angles it was impossible to run away. The 
situation was aggravated by the rubbing of chains and the filth of the lavatory buckets, which 
children fell into. All I could hear in the background was the groaning of people dying. I became 
so sick that because I was just a little boy, I was allowed to have my chains off, I wasn’t set free. I 
have seen many deaths, but nothing like this, two men who were best friends chained 
themselves together, and jumped in the sea, chained.    Katy H 

 

I do not know what day it 
is as everyday merges 
into another. I can feel 
the rocking of the boat 
and the people either side 
of me……. 
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And here are the answers to last week’s changers in history: 

Alexander von Humboldt – widely 
respected as one of the founders 
of modern geography.  Founder 
and populariser of ‘infographics’ 
– long before the term was used. 
Not only was he at the forefront 
of map–making, he championed 
topographical maps and hachure 
techniques as well as inventing 
isotherms, the lines which we see 
today on our weather maps. 

Liz Carr is a British actress, 
comedian, broadcaster and 
international disability rights 
activist, who studied law at the 
University of Nottingham. She 
has used a wheelchair since the 
age of seven and has spent 
much of her life campaigning in 
the UK and around the world 
for the rights of people with 
disabilities. 

Florence Nightingale – British nurse in the 19th 
Century, who helped make nursing what it is 
today. She cared passionately for injured soldiers 
during the Crimean War and became known as the 
‘“Lady with the Lamp.” She believed education for 
nurses was extremely important and helped to set 
up the first scientifically based nursing school in 
London. It was named after her and is still open 
today. International Nurses Day is held on her 
birthday, May 12th, every year and celebrates the 
important role of nurses. 

Sir David Attenborough – English 
broadcaster, writer, and 
naturalist who has inspired 
millions by bringing the natural 
world into homes through his 
pioneering educational television 
programs. He has also authored 
documentaries which tackle 
environmental issues. He is 
passionate about climate change 
and the preservation of the 
natural world. 

Claudette Colvin is an activist 
who was a pioneer in the 
American civil rights movement 
in Alabama during the 1950s. 
When she was a teenager, she 
refused to give up her seat on a 
bus months before Rosa Parks’ 
more famous protest.  

Mahatma Gandhi – Indian lawyer, anti-colonial 
nationalist, and political ethicist, who employed 
non-violent resistance to lead the successful 
campaign for India’s independence from British 
Rule, and in turn inspire movements for civil rights 
and freedom across the world. 

Malala Yousafzai – Pakistani 
activist for female education 
and at 17 years,  the youngest 
Nobel Prize laureate, whose 
advocacy has grown into an 
international movement. 

Aneurin Bevan – Welsh Labour Party politician in 
the post-war government, who is known as the 
chief architect of the National Health Service 
(NHS). He was born into a working-class family in 
South Wales and left school at 13 to work as a coal 
miner, before entering politics.  

Maths  
https://twitter.com/Stockport_Maths 

HegartyMaths  

Well done to this week’s Hegarty Champions for the most 
questions correctly answered since Monday 22nd June: 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 
Matthew M 
Ben C 
Roxy A 
Ava B 
Katie W 

Sophie R 
Grace J 
Max W 
Sam J 
Lola P 

Claudia H 
Billy W 
Emily D 
Gabriel B 
James S 

Oliver J 
Katie G 
Tom S 
Sophia S 
Sophie L 

Keep on working on your HegartyMaths tasks, and make 
sure that you’re letting your teachers know if you have 
any problems. Remember you can work on your 
HegartyMaths Independent Learning Lists if you have 
finished all your work. To be eligible to win the next raffle, 
you need to have completed another HegartyMaths 
Independent Learning List! 
https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/maths/hegartymaths-
independent-learning-lists 

HegartyMaths Leagues  

Next week we will be announcing the winners of the 
HegartyMaths Leagues. Each winning class will be 
rewarded with a Domino’s Pizza party. You can see the 
current standings on the following link. 
https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/maths/hegartymathslea
gue-results-and-fixtures  

Higher GCSE or A-Level Maths Aspirations  

If you are interested in going on to do A-Level maths or 
would like to achieve a grade 8 or 9 in your GCSEs, tune 
into Mr Hegarty’s sessions every day at 2pm.  

youtube.com/hegartymaths/live  
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Puzzles 

Three strange equations 

What number should replace the question mark in the 
third equation? 

 

The net of a cube 

When the net that's pictured is folded together to create 
a cube, which of the options (A, B, C, D or E) will it create? 

 

MFL  
German 

Hitzefrei! 

In Germany, Austria and Switzerland if the temperature on a school day in the summer months goes above 30°C in the shade, 
a Hitzefrei is declared. This means that pupils get sent home from school, as it is deemed too hot to work and concentrate. 
That is obviously not the case for our hardy Stockport School pupils, who have been working as hard as ever this week. If you 
are finding it hard working in the hot weather, try working to a German school timetable. Most schools start between 7.30-
8.15 so they can make the most of the cool mornings.  

Be glad we were only visiting Berlin virtually because sightseeing this week would’ve been thirsty work. Here are some useful 
weather phrases for you practise at home this week. 

Es ist heiß – It is hot 

Es ist sehr heiß – It is very hot 

Es ist zu heiß – It is too hot 

Es war heiß – It was hot 

Mir ist heiß – I’m hot 

Es donnert und blitz – There is thunder and lightening 

Es regnet – It is raining 

 

Palabra de la semana (Spanish word of the week) 

electroencefalografista (nmf.) electroencephalographer 

Ej: Electroencefalografista es la palabra más larga del diccionario de la Real Academia Española. 

'Electroencefalografista' is the longest word in the Real Academia Española dictionary. 

Notes 
• An electroencephalographer is a specialist in the brain measurement technology 

of electroencephalography. 
• The Real Academia Española (RAE) is Spain's official royal institution with a mission to 

ensure the stability of the Spanish language. 
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Music 
Learn a tune a week  

https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/music/practical-
activities  

Never Break is by 
John Legend and 
has only just been 
premiered on 19th 
June 2020. The 
singer/songwriter 
wrote the song with 
Mr Hudson, Nasri and Greg Wells in early 2019. In his own 
words about the song he said “who knew how meaningful 
it would be now, during the pandemic and protests and 
all these things? It’s an ode to love and hope and 
resilience, and the power of the human spirit”. There are 
parts available for keyboard/piano at a beginner, 
intermediate or advanced level on firefly. Go to music, 
practical activities, Week 11: Never Break (John Legend) 
to find the parts.  

Georgie E Yr 9 (Cello and piano performances).  

 

Student recognition:  

A big shout out to the following students for their music 
work this week.  

Georgie E 9G for her amazing videos of her performances 
on her cello and for learning Mad World hands together 
on the piano. 

Calum D 9G for his piano performance on soundtrap of 
the piece Victory.  

Dylan F 9P for his piano performance on soundtrap of the 
jazz classic Misty.  

Isobel C 9D for her continued dedication to performance, 
composition and music theory.  

 

Who could I follow on twitter? 

@NYO_GB, #NYOMusical Postcards  (The National Youth 
Orchestra of Great Britain)  

@KaleidoscopeOrc (a break away orchestra fit for 21st 
century audiences) 

@musicforyouth (Music for Youth – a national youth arts 
charity). 

@ClassicFM   (Classic FM) 

@NCO01 (The Northern Chamber Orchestra) 

@ABRSM (The exam board – Associated Board of the 
Royal Schools of Music)  

The found sound music making Project – 
FOCUS SOUNDS 2020  

There is an exciting music project taking place which is 
aimed at young people using everyday objects that they 
turn into musical instruments. Visit 
https://deliaderbyshireday.com/found-sounds-2020/ if 
you would like to find out more or enter a video. Entries 
are to be submitted by 1st July.  

What do they want you to do? 

Record as a tik tok style video on your phone or tablet: 

Words – They will use these 3 different words/phrases for 
each track. Record them in English and any other 
languages you speak: 

 “home life” 

“connected” 

“found sound” 

SOUNDS – the objects you like the sound of around your 
home. Just record them on video and they will take out 
the sounds. 

LOOPS – film yourself playing a funky rhythm with some 
objects around your home. 

SILLY DANCE/MOVEMENT – can you also record a silly 
dance or movement? Just 5-10 seconds long would be 
ace, so they can add these to the videos to make people 
smile. 

Send your video with sounds by 1 JULY to 
deliaderbyshireday@gmail.com  

When you send your videos, you agree to them using it to 
make the new music tracks with videos to go on youtube 
and other public platforms. Make sure you have your 
adults’ permission to do this. They will check this when 
you email them. 



  Sails and Oars      26 June 2020 

PE
This week has been National 
Sports Week the Y7 and 8 
students have been completing 
a variety of challenges along 
with many other students in the 
country 

Tasks have included 

  
Since Half term we are pleased 
to see the engagement of the students in the PE tasks despite some rain and the heat this week we would particularly like to 
highlight those students who consistently complete tasks and send in evidence to support this. 

KS3  

Well done to the following students…. 

Mrs Todd Mrs 
Howarth 

Mr Riley Mrs 
McKeever 

Isobel B 
Erin -Lilly T 
Mathilda 
W-O 
Junaid H 
William D 
Lewis T 
Summer B 
Mia F 
Isabel l 
Emily W 

Isobel W 
Ayla B 
Maddie H 
Ben F 
Connie G 
Lucy H 
Sonny B 
Jasmine I 
Evie L 
Jess M 
Hermione T 
Eleanor T 

Lennox W   
Max W 

Abbie E  
Grace B 
Gwen F 
Rachel S 
Alice K 
Olivia R 

Y9 PE option groups  

Students are working on through a range of tasks looking 
at topics including anatomy, diet and the effects of 
exercise. The GCSE class have also been looking at diet 
and muscles using GCSE pod. Well done to the following 
students: 

Mia A Evie B Ryan B Jack D Jamie G Sophie F Owen F 
Chloe J Henry I George H Josh M Owen P George P Annie 
S Katie S 

Y10 GCSE PE 

Y10 have started their final coursework booklet looking at 
how training improves a fitness weakness. Students are 
using learning tasks on Seneca 

Top time learning on Seneca 

Mr Marchant’s class Mrs Howarth’s class 

1. Buster B 
2. Ollie B 
3. Louis B 
4. Joe I 
5. Issac T 

1. Hamish Y 
2. Sam F 
3. Tess B 
4. Josh M 
5. Kian W 

Isobel B Mathilda WO Isobel W Max W 

    

https://twitter.com/Stockport_SchPE 
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Photography 
It has been lovely to see so many year 9 Photography pupils making such a 
proactive start to their GCSE work. The Art team is thrilled to see such high 
quality results being handed in and can't wait to help you develop your 
Photography skills more. If you haven't emailed your alphabet 
photography yet there is still time, send it to 
l.keegan@stockport.stockport.sch.uk to get feedback. Keep up the great 
work!  

Polly J 

 

  

 

 

Science 
Your efforts to complete the Firefly tasks set by your science teachers is much appreciated, and will benefit you when school 
re-opens to all. It is important to continue with these, as you would if you were in school. 

Well done Year 7 and 8 for completing your Block 3 mock exams. Using Firefly for exams is a first for you and for us. 
Remember that no grades will be awarded, but you will be able to find out your mark and % score. These marks will NOT be 
used for groupings next year. 

To support the Firefly tasks set for Year 9 and Year 10 GCSE studies, remember that both Century Tech and the Pearson 
online lessons are available. They do not replace the Firefly tasks set, instead they offer further consolidation. 

Any queries about Century Tech, please email Ms Patkin using d.patkin@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

In this week’s Pearson online lesson, Primrose Kitten is going to address Ionic and Covalent Bonding. This would be very 
useful to watch. https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLTO8p8hoj-A6vQNPUSjYmFvBLFCqkdPh4 
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Century Stars this week include all the Year 7 and 8 students who have engaged with the revision plan and used Century 
nuggets to revise and reflect on their Block 3 mocks over the past two weeks. In addition, special mention goes to: Eleanor S 
(Y7), Grace J (Y8), Alice K (Y9) and Sabeena P (Y10). Very well done all! 

Interesting watch: 

Oak Academy Assembly about Dinosaurs delivered by Natural History Museum: 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/assemblies/dinosaurs# 

Key Stage 3: https://www.stem.org.uk/remote-lessons/key-stage-3 

Key Stage 4: https://www.stem.org.uk/remote-lessons/key-stage-4 

Key Stage 5: https://www.stem.org.uk/remote-lessons/key-stage-5 

Science Quiz 

Test your knowledge on all things giant! 

https://blog.doublehelix.csiro.au/giants-a-quick-quiz/ 

Beyond the Classroom 

House Points Summer  - Term 2 - Week 3 

Congratulations to the following students this week: 

Students have been busy earning reward points – keep up the good work!  

Well done to all those who have achieved their reward certificates.  Messages of 
congratulations have been sent home.   

Points Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

300+  
Gold  

Kyle B 
Archie LD 

Kiera O 
Liam G 

Jennifer C 
Harry H 
Louisa L 
Leah S 
Jayden S 
Macie H 

Erik B 
Charlotte J 
Jack R 
Leon H 
Henry F 
Maddison K 

Betsy W 
Anna H 
Sarah W 
Henry I 
Ryan B 
Jessica O 
Chloe J 

Yildiz A 
Adam VJ 
Kieran T 
Richard N 

400+ 
Platinum 

Lauren E 
Roxy A 
Elle TM 
Lily G 
Thomas W 

Callum H 
Florence S 
Harvey C 
Harvey B 
Katie W 

Olivia R 
Max W 
Isabella C 
Evie L 

Gabrielle E 
Reece E 
Ryley L 

Oliver D 
Mia A 
Halle B 
Lucy A 
Trevelle B 

Oliver J 
Harry M 

500+  

Leah P 
Isobel W 
Ethan W 
Ben C 

Alice B 
Rohan N 
Caitlin BB 

Olivia M Claudia H  

Headteacher’s Award 

Mia F 
Harrison M 
Isabella P 
Declan C 

Zander B 
Hollie C 
Aiden S 
Eleanor H 

Jess M   

And congratulations to Olivia C (Y9) winner of this week’s Sails and Oars competition. Visit 
https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/distance-learning-section/students/sails-and-oars-competitions/12-june-2020-ended/26-
june-2020 to take part in the next competion. 

1st  Red  5499  

2nd  Orange  5460 

3rd  Blue  5406  

4th  Green  5352  

5th  Yellow  5326  
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Independent Learning at home 
While it is really important to keep up with your learning, especially as there won’t be enough time to go through all the topics 
that have been missed in detail once we return to school, we know that there are also other very important things going on in 
everyone’s lives. It is all about trying your best and letting us know where you’re up to. For Year 10s who aren’t returning to 
school, work will still be set for you, so please try to complete it. 

• The most important thing is for everyone to stay healthy, mentally as well as physically. We just want you to try your 
best. 

• If there is a reason why you are not able to do any of your school work, please let your pastoral manager know and 
they will tell your teachers.  

• If you have done your work, please upload it/ mark as completed on Firefly/ send it to your teacher 
• If you are stuck with a specific subject, please also email your teachers if you are finding difficulties with any of your 

work; they will try to help you. Please also let them know if you are confused by what they have set or if too much 
has been set at once. 

• You should try to make a list of all the tasks that you have been set by teachers and try to do some each day, taking 
regular breaks and trying to avoid being distracted by your phone/ social media. However, you also need to spend 
time relaxing, connecting with friends and family (in your home or online) and getting some exercise.  

SAM Learning 

An amazing 6670 hours of learning have been completed since 20/03/20, with over 709 students completing an average of 
over 9.24 hours each!  

However, please note that the school’s subscription for SAM Learning will stop from July 7th. If you have been set tasks to 
be completed after that date, please try to complete them before then if possible. Your teacher will be able to check 
completion just before our subscription ends. Well done for all your hard work on there; don’t forget that there are still other 
resources like GCSEPod, Century, Hegarty and Memrise. 

Top 3 students in the school since 21/03/20: 

1. Hannah J, Year 7   
2. Alexis G, Year 7  
3. Lucas V-A, Year 7  

Since the start of this academic year, 985 students 
have completed 11,956 hours on SAM Learning, 
averaging over 12 hours each. 

 

The 2019-20 Top 10 SAM Learning Students: 

1. Hannah J, Year 7 (over 200 hours!) 
2. Alexis G, Year 7 (over 200 hours!) 
3. Lucas V-A, Year 7 (over 200 hours!) 
4. Sarah W, Year 9 (over 100 hours!) 
5. Evie M, Year 11 (over 100 hours!) 
6. Leo V, Year 9 (over 100 hours!) 
7. Carlos W, Year 10 (over 100 hours!) 
8. Georgia A, Year 10 (over 100 hours!) 
9. Josh M, Year 10 (over 100 hours!) 
10. Olivia M, Year 8 

 

GCSE Pod Over 1380 pods have been watched and 
downloaded since 21/03/20. Top 10 users for all subjects: 

1. Georgia A 
2. Josh M 
3. Hannah M 
4. Ruben G 
5. James G 
6. William S 
7. Orion J 
8. Calum H 
9. Noah H and Molly D 
10. Isobel C 

We also know that students have been hard at work on 
Hegarty, Century and Memrise, as well as work done on 
paper or in books. Students are still earning house points 
and receiving certificates.  

Top 3 students in each year group since 21/3/20 

7 8 9 10 11 

Hannah J 

Alexis G 

Lucas V-A 

Sky J 

Courtney C 

Grace J 

Mollie B  

Conrad G 

Dhrishti B 

Georgia A 

Josh M 

Phoebe R 

Anthony J 

Evie M 

Harley P 
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SEAL competition 
This Thought for the Fortnight is The Future 
Matters. 

As we start to move out of a strict lockdown into a 
gradually more normal (though still careful and distant!) 
world, we can all start thinking about the future again 
rather than having to use all our energy and thoughts to 
cope with managing the day-to-day strangeness and 
worries. We can use some of the strength we needed to 
manage lockdown to move us forward and plan for the 
future.  

Whether you use this time now to make social plans with people who you have missed, plan your future career, start 
investigating colleges or apprenticeships, think about your schoolwork, or practise your sport or musical instrument 
again…the future does matter. We can start to plan for it again now that the coronavirus situation has become slightly easier. 

SEAL Competition (closes Wednesday 8th July): 

1. Create a visual piece of work that shows your hopes and dreams for the future (either your own or the world’s) 
2. Write a piece of writing called Life After Lockdown, where you describe how you hope the world will change and 

improve over the coming months and years 
3. Write a story called Hidden Strength  about a character who goes through a hard time but comes through it  

Beyond the Gate 
Katy H in Year 8 has been enjoying some of her time off school learning new skills in botany, 
wild craft and foraging. 

Katy went on an 8 mile walk in the countryside and picked some wild cherries and has made 
some delicious homemade wild cherry jam. Katy has also made some cleaver water which is 

a herbal remedy that is good for your skin, liver kidneys and lungs. Katy has also made Ivy water 
picked from the Ivy plant which can be used as a softener for washing your clothes. This is a 
natural recipe without all of the chemicals that are contained in laundry products you buy from 
the shop.  

Katy is also a keen gardener and has regularly helped out in the school allotments so it is not 
surprising that Katy is enjoying her new found hobby. Well done Katy 

Puzzle Answers
Three strange equations 
Answer 

55 

SIX – S = IX (nine in roman 
numerals) 

FIVE – E – F = IV (four in roman 
numerals) 

ELEVEN – EEE – N = LV (fifty-five in 
roman numerals) 

The net of a cube Answer 

 

Whitehead’s Wit 
Why are skeletons so calm? 
Because nothing gets under their 
skin. 

Why did the picture go to jail?        
It was framed. 

All the toilets have been stolen 
from the local police station. 
 A sergeant said they had 
nothing to go on. 

My band’s called 999 megabytes, 
we haven’t had a gig yet!

This newsletter is produced by Stockport School. Any questions or queries please contact 
sailsandoars@stockport.stockport.sch.uk
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Subject Resources 
For general queries email Reception reception@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

Wellbeing Resources 

 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-
covid-19/   

https://www.time-to-change.org.uk/  

 
https://youngminds.org.uk/  

 
Guidance for parents and carers 
during COVID 19 

Financial Support 
As well as saving you money on food, children receiving free school meals bring additional money to the school to spend on 
their education. These students qualify for free revision guides, music tuition and financial help with other activities to support 
their learning and wellbeing. The money is transferred directly to a student’s Wisepay account and used with their thumbprint. 
During school closure, it means that you will receive vouchers to spend at supermarkets. 

Your child may qualify for free school meals if you receive one of the following benefits, as well as Child Benefit: 

• Income Support 
• Income-based Jobseekers Allowance 
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
• Universal Credit (provided your earned income is no more than £616.67 in the last Universal Credit assessment period) 
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
• The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 
• Child Tax Credit (provided you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no more than 

£16,190) 
• Working Tax Credit run-on paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

We would encourage you to apply if you meet the criteria above, as it will benefit your family as well as the school. You can do 
this by going on the council website at https://www.stockport.gov.uk/start/free-school-meals-application-form 

If you would like any help with applying, please contact your child's Pastoral Manager at school. 

 

www.samlearning.com 
The centre ID is sk2ss, your username and password are date of birth (ddmmyy) followed by 
your initials. Any problems, email s.wordsworth@stockport.stockport.sch.uk.  
If you need to reset your password https://platform.samlearning.com/activities/player 
 

 

https://app.century.tech/login/  
 login via firefly or directly via the website (using Chrome). An email was sent home with your 
passwords. Any questions, email d.patkin@stockport.stockport.sch.uk  

 
https://www.gcsepod.com/   problems: contact your English teacher 

 https://hegartymaths.com/  

 

https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/app/Home  Login: school email address, Password : 
(see email from school) Any questions: email d.patkin@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

 
https://theday.co.uk/quizzes 


