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Greetings from the Head 
Dear Students, Parents & Carers, 

Welcome once again to this week’s edition of ‘Sails and Oars’, which continues to try and keep you abreast of school life and 
connected with our community whilst we all continue to work safely from home.  

This week has in many ways been a week of change, where firstly, after such a long period of being apart, we have thankfully 
welcomed back many of our eager and ambitious Year 10 students to school. It has been an incredibly positive and rewarding 
week for all of us involved in their return. We have seen tears of joy, smiles, happiness, and clear signs of determination 
amongst our students and staff to get back to business and to achieve success. I am really pleased with how well this first week 
back has gone and I hope it is a sign of further things to come, where we will soon be able to welcome back many more 
students across all Year groups. I am also pleased that according to a BBC report this week, our Year 10 phased return 
provision is ranked within the top 10% nationally, in terms of ambition, breadth and quality of offer, with our students able to 
access four, well-structured and specialist taught subject lessons every other day. I think this is yet again a further testament 
to how we as a school, approach and value our work and the importance of our learning, that we go to every length possible at 
every opportunity. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-53026221 

I mentioned that it has been a week of change, and that includes a very much appreciated and welcomed change of heart by 
the government in them agreeing to continue to fund Free School Meals for disadvantaged children throughout the summer. 
This follows pressure from many, and in particular, led by campaigning from the Manchester United and England footballer, 
Marcus Rashford, whom himself, once relied upon Free School Meals to avoid going hungry when growing up in Wythenshaw, 
Manchester. This was a much needed change, and will undoubtedly support members of our own school community as they 
continue to work hard during this difficult period. As the coronavirus pandemic has continued, it has created financial hardship 
for many, and I would encourage any parents and carers whom may have fallen into financial hardship through loss of 
employment perhaps, to apply for Free School Meals benefits should it be needed – no child should be forced to go hungry. 
Details of how to apply are included at the back of this week’s edition of Sails and Oars. 

Further change may also now thankfully be on the way, following an announcement today, by the government, whom said 
that all students across all Year groups will be able to return to school for September, and that they will, within the next two 
weeks, be issuing revised guidance to schools upon how they can relax the control measures currently in place which restrict 
the attendance of further students. There has also been an announcement made regarding additional funding for schools to 
provide additional catch-up support for students, which once we have firm details of, we will look to utilise for the benefit of 
our students in the best way possible. We will of course aim to initiate the first phase of any additional catch-up plans as 
soon as possible, once we are allowed to by the government, and I will write to you with details of any such opportunities for 
your child in due course. 

Whilst these seeds of change develop, hopefully very quickly, we must continue to work hard as always with our home 
learning. This includes Year 10, whom should continue to work from home on the alternate days that they are not in school. 
Despite the challenges of coronavirus and the need for home learning, we have, on the whole, made terrific progress, which 
we should be proud of. Our job is not yet over however, and we must continue to show resilience and determination with 
our home learning routines until we are all able to return. 

Talking of returns, I am sure a good many of you will be pleased with the return of live sport, and in particular, the return of 
Premier League Football. Tonight, the mighty Man Utd return and whilst I and many others are not yet able to return to the 
actual stadium to cheer them on, we can at least watch them on TV and be thankful that change has begun to occur allowing 
sport to be played once again. I would like to think that this is a positive sign that we will all be able to return soon, as a 
school community, to where we belong! 

I hope you enjoy reading this week’s edition of Sails and Oars, and that in the week ahead, you continue to have a productive 
and purposeful approach which brings you satisfaction in your efforts and achievement. 

Best wishes, stay safe, stay at home, and stay strong. 

Mr I. R. Irwin 

Headteacher 
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Subject Round Up 

Tip of the week: Don’t forget to enter this week’s Sails and Oars competition for your chance to win a 
Love2shop voucher and house points. Details somewhere in the newsletter! 

Food 
With a new rotation of Year 7 and 8 students the Year 7 have been making fruit salad 
working on their knife skills and some have included artistic presentation techniques too. 
Year 8 have also been developing their knife skills and their confidence with using the hob 
and temperature control to produce spaghetti bolognese. Attached are just some of the 
pictures submitted. I am so impressed with the level of skills and the quality of the finished 
dishes that are being produced.  

The year 9 students that are starting the Hospitality & Catering Award are also producing 
some brilliant work. Last week I set a meal for a teenager looking at nutrient requirement 
and this week a chocolate brownie that needed to be portioned and presented as it may be 
in a café or restaurant. Again the students rose to the challenge.  

Siobhan T Y9 Brownie 

Adam G Y8

 

Ethan W 

 

Ayala B Y7 

 

Junaid H Y7 

 

Grace J Yr 8

 

Katy H Y8 

 

 
Izzy B Y7 

  
Lola P Y8 

Zander B Y7

 
 

Matilda W Y7 
 

Poppy S Y8 
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Drama 
This week has seen the long awaited return of many of 
our Y10s back to the Simon Stephens Drama Studio. We 
began our first lesson with a quote from Simon Stephen’s 
recent letter to our students: 

“Remember that strangeness is exciting. … 

Never stop noticing how astonishing the world you always 
thought was normal has now been shown to be” 

From this, students discussed their experience of 
lockdown; from the strangeness of seeing people for the 
first time after many weeks of staying inside, to the 
opportunity to have time for reflection, which was rarely 
possible before.  

I would like to extend this 
invitation to all students to 
consider on this phrase 
“strangeness is exciting” and to submit a piece of writing 
to reflect on this. It could be real or imagined – let your 
creativity run wild! Maybe a poem, a play, a character, a 
story, a scene – all contributions welcome! Deadline – 
Thurs 2nd July. Email contributions to 
j.stone@stockport.stockport.sch.uk  

Beauty and the Beast (Chichester Theatre 
production) 

It’s been a pleasure to see so many of our students watch 
the production of Beauty and the Beast online this week. 
This version is very interesting as it is set during the 1940s 
and features evacuee children as characters. The Beast is 
played by a large puppet and eventually transforms with 
the love and kindness of Beauty.  

Our Year 9 and 10 students have been responding with 
fantastic enthusiasm in their exploration of the puppetry 
used in the production.  

This fabulous piece, by Charlotte captures the deep 
understanding and insight into the way a puppet can 
bring so much symbolism to the story.  

Beauty and Beast by Charlotte T (Y10) 

The puppet was used to symbolise redemption, never 
judging a book by its cover and in a way self forgiveness. 
We know this because at the end of the play we hear The 

Beast talking about his past 
and how he cursed himself 
into the body of a monster as 
punishment for his previous 
bad actions and decisions 
regarding his father's illness. 
When he realises he's in love 
with Beauty, he knows he 
should be allowed to be 

happy and therefore has forgiven himself and needs her 
to set him free, so he can redeem himself and bring hope 

into the world. The puppet itself represents this as the 
structure is made up of a skeleton, this could be explicitly 
showing the audience that he doesn't belong in that state 
as there are no organs or potential for true feelings to 
show when he is in skeleton form. We could interpret 
that the guilt he is living with has worn away at his flesh 
and everything that made him who he was so the 
skeleton is representative of what is left of him until 
Beauty brings out his true self once again - this makes the 
use of the skeleton puppet very important in 
understanding the character of The Beast. Also, because 
the puppet was designed to look horrifying and ugly, the 
contrast between that and the man he is at the end tells 
us that when The Beast was portrayed by the puppet, it 
was a massive burden on him and he felt like he couldn't 
show himself truly for who he is. However, when he's set 
free and is portrayed as a man he and Beauty can really 
get to know one another. On the other hand we could 
interpret that The Beast had the right intentions from the 
beginning and purely because of the way the designer 
made the puppet look, we imagined straight away that he 
was going to cause harm. The other characters didn't 
interact with the puppet that much, but 
because of this the moments where they 
did come into physical contact with each 
other - like when Beauty pulled the thorn 
out of his hand - are significant and more 
attention is drawn to them because it is a 
rare occurrence, adding to the impact on 
the audience. 

Small Island: National Theatre 

**For older students (Age 15+) and adults. 

This week the NT is streaming the acclaimed show Small 
Island on YouTube, until 25th June. Embark on a journey 
from Jamaica to Britain, from the Second World War to 
1948 – the year the HMT Empire Windrush docked at 
Tilbury, in this moving stage adaptation of Andrea Levy’s 
Orange Prize-winning novel.” 

The play follows three intricately connected stories: 
Hortense yearns for a new life away from rural Jamaica, 
Gilbert dreams of becoming a lawyer, and Queenie longs 
to escape her Lincolnshire roots. Hope and humanity 
meet stubborn reality as the play traces the tangled 
history between Jamaica and the UK. 

A company of 40 actors take to the stage of the Olivier 
Theatre in this timely and moving story. 

BBFC rating 15 when released in cinema. As part of 
depicting the experience of Jamaican immigrants to 
Britain after the Second World War, at times characters in 
the play use language which is racially offensive. 

It is accessible here 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pac-Furijsw  
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More online theatre links for home viewing! 
https://www.whatsonstage.com/guide/free-online-
streams-theatre-drama-musicals  

https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2020/mar/17/hotte
st-front-room-seats-the-best-theatre-and-dance-to-
watch-online 

Geography
Year 7 have started a project researching their own individual endangered species. This week we were looking at where in 
the world the different animals live, including a map, what it is like there and how their animal has adapted to survive in their 
habitat.  Here are some examples of the work that has been submitted. The geography staff have been blown away with the 
quality produced and the enthusiasm in which year 7 have approached this task!  

Linking to our topic, this week the IUCN (International Union for Conservation of 
Nature) were meant to hold a World Conservation Congress in France which has 
been postponed until January 2021. Have a look at their website 
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/  where you can find out all about their 
programme, what talks they are going to host, what they aim to do and how you 
can help or be a part of it all!  
 

Year 8 have been looking at the formation of caves, 
arches, stack and stumps.  Excellent high quality work 
with extra special effort from our superstars.  Here are 
some examples of their work  

  

Year 9 and 10 - Are continuing their GCSE units with 
a focus on exam technique and extended writing within 
the urban futures unit for year 9 and the sustaining 
ecosystems unit for year 10. 

This week’s superstars include 

Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Finley B 
Lucy C 
Lauren E 
Beth G 
Maddie H 
Alice K 
Evie L 
Lily M 
Olivia R 
Max W and 
Blake W 

Annie S 
Luke B 
Lucy N 

Dylan B 
Beau B 
Oliver B 
Hannah B 
Sam B 
Tasnim H 
Niamh G 
James G 
Katie G 

Joe I 
Orion J 
Harry M 
Lucy M 
Evie O’R 
Ben S 
Sophia S 
Charlotte T.  

In other news  

This Saturday is the summer solstice.  The solstice officially marks the beginning of astronomical summer, which ends when 
the autumn equinox falls on September the 22nd. Day and night will be at almost equal length on this day, as the sun crosses 
the equator and moves into the northern hemisphere. In the northern hemisphere, the summer solstice, or longest day of 
the year, takes place between June 20 and 22 each year. This year it falls on Saturday, June 20 - when the UK will enjoy 16 
hours and 38 minutes of daylight. This year English heritage will be showing the solstice live on their social media channels 
such as Twitter and Facebook. 

https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/stonehenge/things-to-do/solstice/what-is-the-summer-solstice.  
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Health and Social Care 

The following students participated in the Random Acts of Kindness Challenge. This was a 
challenge set at the beginning of May. During this time, students have been caring for 
members of their family and looking after other people within their community. These 
students have shown kindness and support to others by carrying out helpful tasks such each 
and every day and recording this on a calendar. They carried out tasks such as; caring for 
family members, shopping for elderly neighbours, tidying and hoovering the home, cleaning 
their parents cars, hanging out washing, walking the dog, mowing the lawn, looking after 
younger siblings and lots of other kind acts. Each and every day these students have done at 
least one selfless thing to support their loved ones.  

The following students have been awarded 10 house points and a certificate and treat to 
celebrate their hard work and kindness: 

Well done! and keep up the good work! 

History 
It was really lovely seeing lots of our Y10 students this week, we really enjoyed the lessons (hopefully you did too!) Lots of 
excellent work from all these History heroes last week also. It is really good to see you making the most of this situation and 
continuing to better yourselves. On the topic of heroes you may have seen on the news that local Manchester United and 
England forward Marcus Rashford has raised about £20m to supply three million meals to vulnerable people while working 
with charity FareShare UK during the coronavirus lockdown https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/53014511  

In an emotional open letter to MPs drawing on his own experiences of relying on free school meals and food banks growing 
up, Rashford said of his own story:   

It's written from the heart and it's about how my life was at the moment - the letter is to open up and let people understand 
the impact on families and to know I've done the right thing. What families are going through now, I've once had to go 
through that - and it's very difficult to find a way out. It's very important for me to help people who are struggling. Whether 
the outcome changes or doesn't change - that's why I wrote it. 

From current heroes to those from the past who continue to inspire us. The people below are World changers in history, but 
do you know what they all did to make a positive impact in the world: 

1. Alexander von Humboldt 

2. Malala Yousafzai 

3. Aneurin Bevan 

4. Claudette Colvin  

5. Florence Nightingale  

6. Sir David Attenborough 

7. Liz Carr  

8. Mahatma Gandhi 

Can you think of any other people 
who have helped to change the 
world in some way? These could be 
people you know personally or in 
your community too. Answers will 
be given in next week’s edition.  

  

Megan R 

Caitlyn J 

Hope B 

Katie G 

Conner G 

Lucy H 

Molly D 

Hannah M 

Noah B 

Katie P 

Aime R 

Luke T 

History heroes for last week’s work: 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Lewis T 
Finley N 
Ben S 
Katie D 
Millie M 
Lucy H 
Jack B 
Charlie K  
Ben C 
Lauren E 
Freddie K 
Matthew M 
Corey P 
Leah P 

Chloe M 
Maddie R 
Leon H 
Reece E 
Louise B 
Adam G 
Maddie H 
Maisie J 
Ben L 
Dan M 
Max W 
Finley B 

Charlie C 
James B-W 
Elliot B 
Libby R 
Niamh L 
Katy H 
Isabella C 
Emily G 
Michael H 
Freddie P 
Tyler P 
James M 

Tyler H 
Gabriel B 
Mia B 
Adam J 
Erin C 
Tom H 
Joel H 
Charlotte H 
Jess O 
George P 
Katie L-S 
Akshay S 
Nathan W 
Camesha H 
Callum D 
Ethan D 

George K 
Lauren S 
Ellie W 
Georgia A 
Rebecca A 
Ella H 
Bella G 
Rosie K 
Emilia W 
Erin F 
Grace G 
Mia H 

Kiera H 
Alexia M 
Megan W  
Leah K 
Kirsten B 
Ellie W 
Caitlyn B 
Phoebe R 
Sully A 
Molly B 
Hannah M 
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Maths 
https://twitter.com/Stockport_Maths 

HegartyMaths  

Well done to this week’s Hegarty Champions for the most 
questions correctly answered since Monday 25th May: 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 
Freddie K 
Elle TM 
Erin-Lily T 
Jacob B 
Leighton L 

Callum P 
Jess M 
Grace J 
Luca DD 
Ellie CS 

Annie S 
James S 
Claudia H 
Maya W 
Joshua M 

Yasmin H 
Lauren S 
Oliver B 
Dylan B 
Beau B 

Keep on working on your HegartyMaths tasks and make 
sure that you’re letting your teachers know if you have 
any problems.  

Remember you can work on your HegartyMaths 
Independent Learning Lists if you have finished all your 
work. To be eligible to win the next raffle, you need to 
have completed another HegartyMaths Independent 
Learning List! 
https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/maths/hegartymaths-
independent-learning-lists 

 

HegartyMaths Leagues  

There are only 2 weeks left in the HegartyMaths Leagues, 
with up to 20 points available. All league titles and 
Dominos pizza parties are still up for grabs. Click on the 
link to view the latest results and next week’s fixtures. 
https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/maths/hegartymathslea
gue-results-and-fixtures  

Next week is a normal competition between classes, to 
see who completes the most quizzes answered at over 
70%.   

Higher GCSE or A-Level Maths Aspirations  

If you are interested in going on to do A-Level maths or 
would like to achieve a grade 8 or 9 in your GCSEs, tune 
into Mr Hegarty’s sessions every day at 2pm.  

youtube.com/hegartymaths/live  

 

 

 

An Isolation Puzzle  

There are nine people in the 
square. Draw two squares inside 
the pictured square to isolate 
every person from every other 
person. The squares can’t 
overlap. 

The Only Day Of The Week With An Anagram 

Which is the only day of the week with a one word 
anagram? 

 

 

MFL  
Years 7, 8 and 9 Memrise Competitions  

Earlier this week, we announced a Memrise competition for Years 7, 8 and 9. Pupils who have learnt 
100 new words (Years 7 and 8) or 150 words (Year 9) by Wednesday 15th July at 12:00 noon will all 
be awarded a P4 commendation and will be entered into a prize draw for their year group:  

1st prize = £10 Love2Shop voucher 

2nd prize = £5 Love2Shop voucher 

3rd prize = £1 canteen credit 

If you’ve not done much Memrise during lockdown, now is the time to start! If you’ve already finished the Memrise course – 
don’t worry. Your teacher will still enter you for the draw if they can see you have been regularly reviewing the words you 
have learnt. 

Please note that you won’t be entered into the draw if you don’t complete any of the work set on Firefly over the next few 
weeks. Again, if you’ve not done much of this so far, now is the perfect time to start. 

Contact your class teacher if you need any help! J 
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MFL teachers quiz - Lost in a good book... 

'That's the thing about books. They let you travel without 
moving your feet' (Jhumpa Lahiri).  

While travel abroad is difficult at the moment, reading is still 
possible! Can you match the MFL teacher with their favourite 
book written in a foreign language? Lots of these books are 
also available in English if you would like to travel without 
moving your feet... Who knows, perhaps you'll be inspired to 
read them in their original language too one day! 

 

Palabra de la semana (Spanish word of the week) 

truenos y relámpagos (nmpl.) thunder and lightning 

Ej: Ha habido muchos truenos y relámpagos esta semana. 

There has been a lot of thunder and lightning this week. 

Music 
There is just a month left to enter the Nationwide BBC 
Young Composer competition (ages 12-18). The closing 
date is 5pm on Monday 20th July 2020.  

A big well done to Dylan F in year 9 whose entry is a piece 
for a full Big Band. Good luck!  

Also a big well done to the Sharp family who created a 
spectacular recording of ‘One Love’ by Bob Marley. The 
whole family got involved playing, singing and using 
recording software to create a fantastic overall mix. Ruby 
S in year 9 played Violin and piano and Flo S in year 7 sang 
the vocals and played the Ukulele. What a treat it was to 
hear! 

Year 9 and 10 GCSE music students 

Don’t forget to get logged onto Soundtrap and invite your 
teachers to your projects so we can have a listen to your 
work. This is a fantastic website that we have on trial for 
another 40 days.  

Learn a tune a week  

This weeks’ ‘learn a 
tune a week’ is ‘A 
whole new world’ 
from Aladdin! 
Resources as always 
on firefly under 
music, practical 
activities, week 10: A 
whole new world.  

https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/music/practical-
activities  

 

Virtual Youth Orchestra invited to record 
national TV news themes 

Since the Covid-19 
lockdown began in the 
UK in March, the 
Showcase Virtual Youth 
Orchestra has been 
providing opportunities 
for hundreds of 
musicians under the age 
of 18 to keep playing music while unable to attend their 
lessons, orchestras, bands etc. The project is free and 
open to young musicians of all instruments and any 
abilities.  

Participants receive a new piece of music each week and 
a guide track with their part to support their practice. 
They are then invited to record themselves playing a part 
in a video which forms part of a final piece featuring all 
musicians as a giant youth orchestra.  

There is an average of 400 young musicians currently 
taking part.  

The orchestra has been invited to record the music 
themes to SKY NEWS, SKY SPORTS NEWS and GOOD 
MORNING BRITAIN to help raise awareness across the 
world about the importance of inclusive music access for 
young people.  

If you would like to get involved or get more information, 
then visit: 

https://showcasemusicschool.com/virtualorchestra  

To see an example of one of the pieces they have done, 
visit the following YouTube link. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lznoiG7m0B4 

MFL teachers 
1. Ms Maitrias 
2. Mr Kelly 
3. Mrs Robinson 
4. Mrs Lyon 
5. Mr Garcia 
6. Miss Charon 
7. Miss Thompson 
8. Mrs Glass 

Places 
a. Un sac de billes, by Joseph Joffo 
b. L'étranger, by Albert Camus* 
c. Magnus, by Sylvie Germain* 
d. Emil und die Detektive, by Erich Kästner 
e. Harry Potter, by J.K. Rowling 
f. Le petit Prince, by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry 
g. Le parfum, by Patrick Süskind* 
h. Le lion, by Joseph Kessel 
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PE 
We thank all those students for their continued engagement in our tasks, and for sending evidence to their teachers. This 
week, year 7 and 8 students have been finishing off cricket tasks and starting our tennis task https://www.lta.org.uk/play-
compete/lta-youth/tennis-at-home/ 

Archie C 

 

Hannah H

 

 

Lewis T

 

Staying Active 

We want ALL students to continue to be active. KS3 students have a Physical Activity Challenge Booklet with 24 challenges.  : 
Students should continue to complete two of these physical challenges each week and can work to improve their results in 
the coming weeks. Students can access Joe Wicks workouts or they may have found another suitable method of training. 
Please feel free to share resources with your PE teacher. 

Next week is National Sports Week and we would love our students to be as active as possible, whether that’s indoors or 
outdoors. If you can, send in some photos for next week’s newsletter. House points awarded to all those who submit 
pictures.  

Y10 GCSE continuing with their learning tasks on Seneca 

 Mr Marchant’s class Mrs Howarth’s class 

Top 
learners  

1. Joe I & Ollie B  
2.BusterB  
3. Louis B 
4. Issac T  
5. Marcus W 

1. Ella H & Sam F  
2. Hamish Y 
3. Mia D 
4. Josh M 
5. Mia L 

Top time 
learning  

1. Buster B 
2. Ollie B 
3. Louis B 
4. Joe I 
5. Issac T 

1. Hamish Y 
2. Sam F 
3. Tess B 
4. Josh M 
5. Ella H 

https://twitter.com/Stockport_SchPE 
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Science
It is pleasing to see all the work being done remotely; 
engaging with your current Firefly tasks is extremely 
important. 

We would like to thank you for your patience with the 
online learning resources. Sometimes websites such as 
Century need to be ‘refreshed’ or ‘reloaded’. And 
sometimes, after your web browser is updated (Chrome, 
Safari, Firefox), it also needs re-starting for these websites 
to work properly. We realise that because there are so 
many students accessing Century and Firefly, it can 
interrupt your work, but persevere; these are valuable 
resources. 

If you need any support accessing or using Century, for 
example how to access the Learning Resources, then go 
to the Firefly page in the Independent Learning folder of 
the Science Resources area. 

https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/science/independent-
learning-in-science-support/century-tech-student-guide 

Century Stars this week: Oliver D (Y10), Eleanor S (Y7), 
Abbie E (Y8), Rhys M (Y9) and Lily G (Y11). 

Year 10 

It was great to welcome back those of you involved with 
the phased return this week. Having the opportunity to 
speak with you about your remote learning experiences 
has highlighted the importance of doing Firefly tasks set 
by teachers and marking them as done. Where 
appropriate, you can send a file or photo of your work via 
Firefly. 

Whether you are attending school or not, remote learning 
tasks still need completing to monitor your work. This can 
be supported by accessing other resources, such as the 
Pearson Online Learning Lessons. This week’s lesson is 

‘Atomic Structure and The Periodic Table’. This will be 
valuable to any GCSE student, not just Year 10. 

https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/science/pearson-on-
line-lessons 

Interesting activity   

A German-Russian space telescope has just acquired a 
breakthrough map of the sky that traces the heavens in X-
rays. 

One of the key scientists working on this project is 
Professor of Astrophysics Kirpal (Paul) Nandra, the 
brother of one of your science teachers from this year 
Mrs Herrera. Prof Nandra, grew up in the north of 
England and attended his local high school. He is now 
Director of Max Planck Institute for Extraterrestrial 
Physics in Germany. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-
53102718 

Quick Science Quiz 

What is the science?  

SEN 
I want to send a 'shout out' to our year 11 cohort who, I know, would ordinarily be the midst 
of their rigorous GCSE examinations. I have been particularly impressed with their 
commitment and dedication over the past couple of months. Many have continued their 
studies or have began learning important life skills. A particular mention goes to Adam W 
(Y11) who recently won a £10 voucher in the Tameside College Bakery and Catering 
competition as a prize for his efforts (see photo). 

Year 9 have also embarked on their GCSE courses and I have been pleased that many are now 
motivated in engaging with their option courses. Well done! 

Please don't forget that if you are struggling, try to set a routine by splitting the day into 
morning and afternoon (with a well-deserved lunch break in between!) Many students have 
reported that this method makes your tasks seem more manageable.  
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Beyond the Classroom 
*******Don’t forget to complete the PSHE survey sent out this week from school*****

House Points  

Summer Term2 Week 2 

1st Red 3488 

2nd Blue 3355 

3rd Orange 3347 

4th Green 3283 

5th Yellow 3258 

 

 

Congratulations to the 
following students this 
week: 

Students have been busy earning 
reward points – keep up the good 
work!   

Well done to all those who have 
achieved their reward certificates.  
Messages of congratulations have 
been sent home. 

 

Points Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

300+ 
Gold 

Jacob T 
Isabelle B 
Harriet D 
Lucy F 
Noah G 
Ethan B 
George C 
Grace K 

Martha C 
James BW 
Beth G 
Evie W 
Isabel R 
Adam G 
Daniel M 
Tyler C 
Adam G 
Daniella M 

Annie S 
Siobhan T 
Amy L 
Zak H 
Joshua M 
Camesha H 
Monique H 
Daniel C 
Mia B 
Kira H 
James S 
Tom H 

James H 
Joe I 
Yasmine B 
Orion J 
Sully A 
Molly B 
Mia D 
Hope B 
Sam B 
Beau B 

400+ 
Platinum 

Ava B 
Eleanor S 
Marley G 
Matthew M 
Jasmine I 
Charlie JG 
Grace B 
Archie B 
Archie C 
Jack M 
Hannah J 
Ruby A 

Nicholas S 
Alfie F 
Rhys M 
Ben F 
Jack B 
Alex K 
Lucy C 

Lucy N 
Evie B 
Gabriel B 
Harrison B 
Leah M 
Isobel C 

Mia L 
Georgia A 
Tasnim H 
Grayson C 

500+ 

Ben S 
Polly M 
Abbie E 
Rachel S 
Alex B 
Jack B 
Ben F 
Katie D 
Freddie K 

 Maximus T  

Headteacher’s Award Nathan P Year 9 

 

COMPETITION 
Congratulations to Izzy W for correctly answering the question in last week’s Sails and Oars winning a £10 Love2shop 
voucher. Izzy correctly answer the question:  In which year did Stockport School move to its current location on Mile End 
Lane? The answer is of course 1938. 

This week’s competition question: Although we have five houses at Stockport School, our form names celebrate famous 
artists. What is the first name of the artist synonymous with forms 7R, 8R, 9R, 10R and 11R? 

To enter visit: https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/distance-learning-section/students/sails-and-oars-competitions/19-june-
2020-1  
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Independent Learning at home 
While it is really important to keep up with your learning, especially as there won’t be enough time to go through all the topics 
that have been missed in detail once we return to school, we know that there are also other very important things going on in 
everyone’s lives. It is all about trying your best and letting us know where you’re up to. For Year 10s who aren’t returning to 
school, work will still be set for you, so please try to complete it. 

• The most important thing is for everyone to stay healthy, mentally as well as physically. We just want you to try your 
best. 

• If there is a reason why you are not able to do any of your school work, please let your pastoral manager know and 
they will tell your teachers.  

• If you have done your work, please upload it/ mark as completed on Firefly/ send it to your teacher 
• If you are stuck with a specific subject, please also email your teachers if you are finding difficulties with any of your 

work; they will try to help you. Please also let them know if you are confused by what they have set or if too much 
has been set at once. 

• You should try to make a list of all the tasks that you have been set by teachers and try to do some each day, taking 
regular breaks and trying to avoid being distracted by your phone/ social media. However, you also need to spend 
time relaxing, connecting with friends and family (in your home or online) and getting some exercise.  

SAM Learning 

An amazing 6465 hours of learning have been completed 
since 20/03/20, with over 708 students completing an 
average of over 9.08 hours each!  

Please note that the school’s 
subscription for SAM Learning will 

stop from July 7th 

If you have been set tasks to be completed after that 
date, please try to complete them before then if possible. 
Your teacher will be able to check completion just before 
our subscription ends. Well done for all your hard work 
on there; don’t forget that there are still other resources 
like GCSEPod, Century, Hegarty and Memrise. 

Top 3 students in the school since 21/03/20: 

1. Hannah J, Year 7   
2. Lucas V-A, Year 7 
3. Georgia A, Year 10, and Alexis G, Year 7  

Top in Each Year group 

Y7 Y8 Y9 Y10 Y11 
Hannah J 
Lucas V-A 
Alexis G 

Sky J 
Courtney C 
Olivia M and 
Leon H 

Mollie B 
Conrad G 
Dhrishti B 

Georgia A 
Josh M 
Phoebe R 

Anthony J 
Evie M 
Harley P 

Since the start of this academic year, 985 students have 
completed 11,747 hours on SAM Learning, averaging 
nearly 12 hours each. 

The 2019-20 Top 10: 

1. Hannah J, Year 7 
2. Alexis G, Year 7 
3. Lucas V-A, Year 7 
4. Sarah W, Year 9 
5. Evie M, Year 11 
6. Leo V, Year 9 
7. Carlos W, Year 10 
8. Georgia A, Year 10 
9. Josh M, Year 10 
10. Olivia M, Year 8 

GCSE Pod 

Over 1080 pods have been watched and downloaded since 
21/03/20. Top 10 users for all subjects: 

1. Georgia A 
2. Josh M 
3. Hannah M 
4. Ruben G 
5. William S 
6. Orion J 
7. Calum H 
8. Isobel C 
9. Molly D  
10. George K 

We also know that students have been hard at work on 
Hegarty, Century and Memrise, as well as work done on 
paper or in books. Students are still earning house points 
and receiving certificates. 
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SEAL Competition: “Injustice Anywhere is a Threat to Justice Everywhere” 
We had some amazing entries for our Injustice Anywhere is a Threat to Justice Everywhere 
SEAL Competition. Our main winners this time were Grace J, Year 9, and Anonymous, Year 
11. Special mentions also go to Alana T, Million T, Florence S and Gwen F. Thank you so 
much to everyone for their words, thoughts and art work – it was impressive to see such an 
important subject treated with such maturity and creativity.  

Watch out for our next competition next week! 

 

My ideal world 

Anonymous, Year 11 

My ideal world is one where people respect each other. 
I’d love to live in a world where bullies lost their power 
and others did not support them.  

In my ideal world, those who used their power negatively 
would be stripped of it. Those who used their power as a 
force for justice, equality and kindness would be the true 
heroes and the ones who others wanted to be around.  

In this world, the bullies are powerful and so inequality, 
injustice and unfairness dominate. People are drawn to 
the bullies and want to be part of their club because it’s 
safer. This allows negativity to thrive and multiply, just 
like the virus. 

In this world, weakness and vulnerability exploited. Right 
becomes wrong and wrong becomes right. Morality and 
integrity are in short supply. Manipulation and mockery 
are infectious, just like the virus. What can cure it? People 
condemning wrong and supporting right.  

So to turn this world into the ideal world, how do we get 
this cure? We speak up. We stand up. We look up.  

We see what our world is and we work to make it what it 
is supposed to be, what it can be, if we are brave and 
hopeful enough to make it happen. We can create a ‘new 
normal’. 

My ideal world  

 Grace J, Year 9 

My ideal world wouldn't have racism, sexism or anything 
like that. Everybody will be treated the same, no matter 
whether you're a woman, a man, black or white, and 
nobody will be judged for doing something they love. 
Everybody should follow the 10 commandments which 
consist of: no killing, don't make up your own god, honour 
your father and mother, no stealing, etc. There would be 
a few exceptions to these such as people can worship the 
god of their religion.   

Most of all, in my ideal world, people would have 
freedom over themselves and no child nor adult should 
have control over actions of another. Of course, there 
would be exceptions to this because of safety. There still 
would be laws, police etc. 

Poem based on people who fought for black 
lives and for woman to have equal rights.  

By Grace J, Year 9 

Thank You to the people who said girls could vote  

Thank You to the people who say black lives matter  

Thank You to the people who looked out for the ones who 
needed help  

Thank You to the people who are fighting for human 
rights  

Thank You to the people staying at home  

And thank you to the people who are fighting for what's 
right  

The world’s scary  

You can feel discriminated for being a woman or black  

People are scared of the greatness you bring to the world  

People are scared of the beauty you bring to this world  

Why should prejudice be a thing?  

You are no different to me or anyone else on the inside  

WE SHOULD BE ONE UNITED WORLD  

No two people are different on the inside  

So what if you have slightly more melanin or different 
chromosomes?  

Every human is the same in so many ways but the 
individual self, every life matters  

Discrimination, prejudice or hate should not have to be a 
thing. 
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Gwen F, Year 7 

 

Million T, Year 9 

 

Florence S, Year 7 

 

Grace J, Year 9

 

Alana T, Year 8 

 

Puzzle Answers 
An Isolation Puzzle Answer 

 

The Only Day Of The Week 
With An Anagram Answer 

Monday. The anagram of Monday 
is ‘dynamo’. 

What is the science? 

Refraction, light travelling in 
straight lines and Rayleigh 
scattering. 

MFL Lost in a good book 
MFL  

1 - h 
2 - a 
3 - d 
4 - c 
5 - g 
6 - e 
7 - b 
8 - f 

 

Whitehead’s Wit 
What kind of lights did Noah use on his ark? Floodlights. 

I used to  have a job collecting leaves, I was raking it in. 

I tried to eat a clock for lunch, but it was very time consuming. 

So what if I don’t know what Armageddon means, it’s not like it’s the end of the world (init). 

This newsletter is produced by Stockport School. Any questions or queries please contact 
sailsandoars@stockport.stockport.sch.uk
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Subject Resources 
For general queries email Reception reception@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

Wellbeing Resources 

 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-
covid-19/   

https://www.time-to-change.org.uk/  

 
https://youngminds.org.uk/  

 
Guidance for parents and carers 
during COVID 19 

Financial Support 
As well as saving you money on food, children receiving free school meals bring additional money to the school to spend on 
their education. These students qualify for free revision guides, music tuition and financial help with other activities to support 
their learning and wellbeing. The money is transferred directly to a student’s Wisepay account and used with their thumbprint. 
During school closure, it means that you will receive vouchers to spend at supermarkets. 

Your child may qualify for free school meals if you receive one of the following benefits, as well as Child Benefit: 

• Income Support 
• Income-based Jobseekers Allowance 
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
• Universal Credit (provided your earned income is no more than £616.67 in the last Universal Credit assessment period) 
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
• The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 
• Child Tax Credit (provided you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no more than 

£16,190) 
• Working Tax Credit run-on paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

We would encourage you to apply if you meet the criteria above, as it will benefit your family as well as the school. You can do 
this by going on the council website at https://www.stockport.gov.uk/start/free-school-meals-application-form 

If you would like any help with applying, please contact your child's Pastoral Manager at school. 

 

www.samlearning.com 
The centre ID is sk2ss, your username and password are date of birth (ddmmyy) followed by 
your initials. Any problems, email s.wordsworth@stockport.stockport.sch.uk.  
If you need to reset your password https://platform.samlearning.com/activities/player 
 

 

https://app.century.tech/login/  
 login via firefly or directly via the website (using Chrome). An email was sent home with your 
passwords. Any questions, email d.patkin@stockport.stockport.sch.uk  

 
https://www.gcsepod.com/   problems: contact your English teacher 

 https://hegartymaths.com/  

 

https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/app/Home  Login: school email address, Password : 
(see email from school) Any questions: email d.patkin@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

 
https://theday.co.uk/quizzes 


