
  Sails and Oars      12 June 2020 

Greetings from the Head 
Dear Students, Parents & Carers, 

Welcome once again to this week’s edition of ‘Sails and Oars’, which continues to try and keep you abreast of school life and 
connected with our community whilst we all continue to work safely from home. I hope you enjoy reading the short 
publication and find it interesting, particularly with regards to learning more about what has been going on amongst some of 
our students and staff over the past week. 

Believe it or not, we are now officially in British summer time, although you might be forgiven for not realizing, given the 
disappointing weather this week. Whilst the weather might not have lit us up and warmed our spirits this week, I am pleased 
to say that so many of you have shone this week! Following on from my comments about how impressed I was with the vast 
majority of our student’s commitment and dedication to their studies last week, I think it has been surpassed further this 
week. 

So many of you deserve great praise for the hard work and effort you are putting into your work. Whilst the current 
circumstances don’t allow us to recognize and say it face to face between teacher and student, I know that my staff are really 
impressed with how well most of you are doing. It is clear, that progress is being made and learning continues to occur 
despite the odds. We need to keep this up as we move steadily towards the midway point of this final half term. If we can 
each maintain our momentum and determination to achieve then undoubtedly, we will achieve success to be proud of. 

“If you’re walking down the right path and you’re willing to keep walking, eventually you’ll make progress.”   Barack Obama 

Last week, I reported on plans that were taking place for the safe return of our Year 10 students. I am pleased to update you 
on this and to advise that we will indeed be welcoming back the majority of our Year 10 students by way of a phased return 
next week. Whilst, for the protection and safety of all, there are tight controls and restrictions in place, meaning that 
students will only initially, be able to attend every other day if they have a confirmed place by prior reservation, and that 
social interaction with friends will be very much limited and restricted when on site. However, when students are in, I know 
that they will receive terrific support with their education. Our staff have been really keen to support me in my plans for your 
return and are very much looking forward to welcoming you back to the classroom next week. On a personal note, it was 
great for me to see and speak to so many of you in person this week, when I met with you to go through the safety induction 
prior to your return. Seeing so many of your eager smiling faces, made all of the hard work in pulling together our return plan 
worthwhile! 

Whilst we are clearly not out of the woods just yet, in terms of us overcoming the coronavirus, it would appear from news 
reports this week, that infection rates and those being admitted to hospital for treatment are in decline, which I think we all 
desperately hope continues to be the trend. Linked to this, the government have already begun to ease some of the 
restrictions around the tight lockdown measures that were imposed upon us, and have allowed us slightly more but careful 
freedoms. There is word, hopefully, that should things continue to improve, then even further easing of the lockdown 
measures may occur soon. I really hope that as part of this, it is deemed safe for schools to accept more students from all 
Year groups back into school, as soon as possible before the summer. It will be a wonderful moment when we are all 
reunited as a school again and I personally can’t wait for us to all to be able to safely return. 

As ever, my message remains the same, in that it our own responsibility to make a success of ourselves, and to strive and 
leap above and beyond the hurdles and barriers in front of us. I am proud of our efforts and achievements to date, and I 
know that we will not relent in our endeavour to succeed. Please keep up the hard work over the coming weeks, it will be 
very much worth it in the end! 

“If there is no struggle, there is no progress.”   Frederick Douglass 

Best wishes, stay safe, stay at home, and stay strong. 

Mr I. R. Irwin 

Headteacher                    
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Subject Round Up 

Drama 
A brilliant week in drama, with all Year groups of students 
submitting fabulous work!  

Y9 pre-GCSE and Y10 GCSE students have been working 
very hard on getting their heads around set design, 
researching the specifics of stage design via BBC Bitesize 
and applying it to online performances with skills of 
analysis and evaluation. Another task has been to watch 
another play and explore the audience impact and 
intention and to analyse it critically. Students watched 
Girls Like That (an ensemble play exploring the pressures 
on young people today in the wake of advancing 
technology) or Memoirs of An Asian Football Casual (a 
play exploring the impact of racism, the far right, 
masculinity and subcultures). The plays were thoroughly 
enjoyed by these older students and they were deeply 
inspired by the messages of the plays. It reminds us that 
while the arts exist to entertain, they also exist to 
challenge and educate too, making us more aware of the 
world we live in and developing empathy with others and 
insight into ourselves.  

We are indebted to the theatres for providing free online 
streaming of these plays in the current lockdown.  

Well done to our Year 9 stars: Drishti B, Ellis H, 
Grace H, Sam P, Sabeena P, Izzy T and Betsy W. It is 
wonderful to see our Y9 students take up the challenge of 
preparing for GCSE Drama with such effort and 
dedication. This will stand them in fabulous stead! 

Well done to our Year 10 stars: Maddie B, Kai G, 
Oliver J, Ciaran M, Mia McD, Charlotte T,  Adam V, Aaron 
W, Edward W. Special mention goes out to these students 
for the consistent effort and high quality of their work 
over the past few weeks - well done! Great progress has 
been made as students have been working hard on 
feedback and targets. 

A Monster Calls 

This play was released by Bristol Old Vic theatre for 6 days 
only and many of our students were able to watch it. 
While it was advertised for 10+ years, the production did 
emphasise many strong emotions around grief. It was a 
tender show with a powerful message, yet it was heart-
breaking and sometimes difficult to watch too and took us 
all a bit by surprise.  

Many of our students watched the show and gave very 
detailed and highly thoughtful reviews, which were a joy 
to read (see below).  

Next week’s play will be Beauty and the Beast, which will 
give everyone some good old fashioned escapism and joy: 
just what we all need in lockdown.  It will only be 
available until June 19th https://www.cft.org.uk/beauty-
and-the-beast-broadcast. To play the video on this page 
link, just click “no thanks”  or “submit” in the box asking 
for your email address.  The show looks fantastic – the 
Beast is played by a puppet! 
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Student reviews ….. 

Some star reviews of A Monster Calls – well done to our fantastic students! Stockport School is becoming a super-hub of 
brilliant theatre reviewers: Michael Billington (a very famous theatre reviewer – in fact he is Britain’s longest serving theatre 
critic) needs to keep his eye out for stiff competition from our students! 

Do you want a creative, heart breaking watch that will keep 
you “on your toes”. This film is based on a tree that comes 
to life and tells a boy called Connor 4 magical tales.  Connor 
is 12 and juggling a life caring for his terminally ill mum, not 
getting on with his grandma, only seeing his dad on a 
quick  visit from America and also being bullied at school. 
What a life he had and so many twists and turns. This film 
keeps you on the edge and the result being very emotional, 
however one good thing comes when he discovers he takes 
after his mum in an artistic world and inherits her old 
bedroom. A great film to watch with loads of amazing 
sound effects and lights.  Harvey C, Year 7 

I would say that a monster calls is overall a brilliant 
performance. I really enjoyed the story of Connor O'Malley 
and the sheer emotions the actors brought to the play. I 
would say the production is entertaining, heart-breaking 
and is my new favourite play of all time. I really thought 
that Connor's fantasies were spectacular and that the 
imagery was stunning. I would recommend it to anyone 
who loves exploring the intense and complex human mind. 
Rhys M, Year 8 

This imaginative story is about a young boy called Connor 
who is having troubles with his sleep... He knows his 
mother is getting even more ill and with his problems at 
school, sleepless nights and his gran staying over he is 
getting very scared and he still, filled with worry, has to live 
a life that his mum is trying to keep as close to normal as 
possible. But when the monster comes to him in the night 
he starts to worry even more. 

Personally I liked the bully, the friend, and Connor. The 
reason is that the bully was very cleverly done in a way that 
seemed very like a really clever bully. The way the actor 
passed the focus and attracted the audience was great. I 
liked the friend as she was very kind to Connor and 
understood. The actor played her very well as she did many 
actions to show how she was feeling. I liked Connor as he 
was very emotional in the role and he needed to be. 

I liked the tree as the strings were very simple but could be 
seen all the time. This suggests that the tree is always 
watching Connor. Or maybe it is inside him... 

I felt very sad when I watched the play as the last scene is 
very emotional. As soon as he wants her she has to go. 
Mathilda W, Year 7 

A Monster Calls is all about Connor and his family problems. 
It’s all about grief and how to deal with it. Connor's mum is 
gravely ill and he must realise that it isn't his fault. 
 
I thought the play was amazing. The way all the people at 
the sides used the ropes to symbolise the tree was 
fascinating. I also liked how they used movement to show 
Connor's emotions: they used fluent movements for 
sadness and rigid movements for anger. I thought that the 
person who played Connor was a good actor- he portrayed 
how much despair someone would be in his situation 
(being bullied every day, his dad far away from him and his 
mum extremely ill). 

The play made me feel sympathy for Connor. He was 
frustrated when the tree kept telling him stories- at first, he 
didn't see the point in them. He also would've felt agonising 
pain and misery because he always knew deep down that 
his mum wouldn't make it. Out of 10, I would give it an 8 
because it was a great play but I think they could have had 
a background image of his house, or perhaps the school. 
However, there were projections on the screen which made 
it better. I would definitely recommend this play to 
everyone, but especially someone who has lost a loved one. 
They would be able to truly relate to Connor's pain. Isobel 
B, Year 7 

I think others should watch this play because it's very abstract and unique. It's not like any other play I've seen before; it 
used amazing rope work, it tackled serious themes and it created a great atmosphere. My favourite scene was when 
Conner was destroying his grandma's living room. Although you couldn't see what was going on, you could imagine due to 
the physical action's and the actor's facial expressions. I loved the rope work. I found it captivating how the character's 
glided across the stage. I also liked the window where the band played; usually they are sat in front of the stage but it was 
fascinating to watch them from another angle. I remember when I realised the significance of 12:07 and was heartbroken 
right at the end. This play was truly unique and captivating; I would definitely recommend it! Gwen F, Year 7 

More online theatre links for home viewing! 

https://www.whatsonstage.com/guide/free-online-streams-theatre-drama-musicals  

https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2020/mar/17/hottest-front-room-seats-the-best-theatre-and-dance-to-watch-online  
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English 
Accelerated Reading  

Last week we told you that the access to free AR books on 
https://readon.myon.co.uk/ was due to end on June 30th. 
Mrs Platt-Chance has now registered Stockport School on 
this site, so you will be able to read books on here 
throughout the summer (access will finish at the end of 
August). 

Well done to those of you who have been reading and 
quizzing. Keep checking your points target for the term - 

you should be around 50% now. Remember, use AR 
Bookfinder to see if the books you choose are on the 
scheme, or use readon.myon.co.uk (available until June 
30th) to get free access to books on AR. 

Our top quizzers this week: Connie G, Olivia C, Oscar H, 
Matilda W, Stefanos C, Courtney C, Hannah J 

Food  
Year 9 students have now started the Level 1 and 2 award in Hospitality and catering. I set them a task to plan and prepare a 
meal for a teenager. They needed to present their dish as a portion and consider the nutritional requirements that a 
teenager needs in their diet. To say I am impressed is an understatement.  

 
Kaan 

 
Sarah W 

 
Siobhan 

 
 

Jake 
 

Erin 
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Geography 
The geography team would like to say a big well 
done!  Students are continuing to impress with their 
independent study of the amazing units we study within 
geography. Here's a short roundup for each year group. 

KS3 

Year 7 have finished their learning on the world’s most 
extreme environments and have begun to question 
''Should we look after our endangered species?'' not only 
will this help to build understanding of place and species 
from around the globe but, ask them to consider a 
viewpoint different to their own.   

Year 8 have finished their study of rivers and are now 
looking at the coastal landforms, this week focusing on 
sea stacks. Mrs O'Brien would like to congratulate the 
following Waves Quiz Stars: 

Oscar H, Rhys M, Olivia B, Isobel L, Nicholas S, Ned B, Jack 
B, Lauren E, Ben F, Alex K, Jack R & Blake W. 

GCSE 

Year 9  This week students have been working on their 
geographical skills such as maps and graphs. All of the 
skills are looking at what we have covered in the urban 
futures topic so far, but the focus is how we can use the 
skills in an effective way. 

Year 10 are continuing their study of ecosystems, this 
week focusing on tropical and temperate grasslands as 

well as temperate deciduous 
woodlands which we are lucky 
to have here in the UK.  Places 
you may wish to visit to see 
deciduous trees such as oaks, 
birches, beeches on your doorstep include Woodbank 
Memorial Park, Poise Brook Nature Reserve, Highfield 
Woods and Reddish Vale. To find woodlands near to 
where you live visit the woodlands trust website 
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/visiting-woods/find-
woods/ 

 Geography TV  

Mr Thorneycroft has been updating Geography TV with 
inspiring and relevant programs to aid to your 
learning.  This is available through the geography firefly 
page - 
https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/geography/geography-
tv-1.   

 

History 
After the death of George Floyd in the USA and the 
subsequent #BlackLivesMatter protests across the world 
it has highlighted more than ever how important it is for 
us to learn about the history of slavery and how racism 
still negatively impacts our world today. Y8 are currently 
learning about the Atlantic slave trade as part of our 
curriculum, but if any families would like to read more 
about this poignant topic we have recommended some 
books and films for a range of ages, including younger 
siblings: 

For teenagers: 

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 

Harbor Me by Jacqueline Woodson 

This Book Is Anti-Racist: 20 Lessons on How to Wake Up, 
Take Action, and Do The Work by Tiffany Jewell and 
Aurelia Durand 

Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson 

Dear White People by Justin Simien 

For children: 

The Colors of Us by Karen Katz 

Let’s Talk About Race by Julius Lester 

The Skin I’m In: A First Look at Racism by Pat Thomas 

Sesame Street's We're Different, We're the Same by Bobbi 
Jane Kates 

Something Happened in Our Town: A Child’s Story about 
Racial Injustice by Marianne Celano, Marietta Collins, and 
Ann Hazzard 

I Am Enough by Grace Byers 

Happy in Our Skin by Fran Manushkin and Lauren Tobia 

Voice of Freedom: Fannie Lou Hamer: The Spirit of the Civil 
Rights Movement by Carole Boston 
Weatherford and Ekua Holmes 

Raising White Kids: Bringing Up Children in a Racially 
Unjust America by Jennifer Harvey 

Daddy Why Am I Brown?: A healthy conversation about 
skin color and family by Bedford F. Palmer 

A Terrible Thing Happened by Margaret Holmes 

Antiracist Baby by Ibram X. Kendi 
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Films/TV: Netflix are featuring films related to Black Lives 
Matter  and….. 

 
…….here are some other titles to consider:  

Hidden Figures The Colour Purple The Help 

Invictus Belle Selma 

Roots (TV series) The 13th (Netflix) 

  

  

Maths  
Year 10 

The maths department is very excited to see some of our 
year 10 pupils returning to school next week. Please make 
sure you bring all of your necessary equipment, including 
your calculator and planner (we will be using the mini 
white boards in them). 

https://twitter.com/Stockport_Maths 

HegartyMaths  

So far this year we have clocked up 22,416 hours of 
learning on HegartyMaths. That is equivalent to one 
person working non-stop for over two and a half years! 
The maths department is incredibly proud of everyone’s 
dedication and hard work. 

So far we have answered 843,143 questions. If we keep 
up this great work, we will do over a million questions by 
the summer holidays. 

Well done to this week’s Hegarty Champions for the most 
questions correctly answered since Monday 25th May: 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 
Jessica A 
Jack M 
Grace B 
Freddie K 
Hollie C 

Callum P 
Olivia M 
Grace J 
Olivia R 
Isabel L 

Amber M 
Tyler H 
Annie S 
Gabriel B 
Blake S 

Eloise B 
Ruben G 
Harley M 
George K 
Merlin C 

HegartyMaths Leagues  

There are only three weeks left in the HegartyMaths 
Leagues. All league titles and Dominos pizza parties are 
still up for grabs. Click on the below link to view the latest 
results and next week’s fixtures. 
https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/maths/hegartymathslea
gue-results-and-fixtures  

Next week is a normal competition between classes to 
complete the most quizzes answered with 70% correct.   

Higher GCSE or A-Level Maths Aspirations  

If you are interested in going on to 
do A-Level maths or would like to 
achieve a grade 8 or 9 in your 
GCSEs, tune into Mr Hegarty’s 
sessions every day at 2pm. 
youtube.com/hegartymaths/live  

 

Puzzle: Who are we? 

We are two numbers less than 100. 

When we are divided by 2, 4 or 5 we have a remainder of 
1. 

If you divide us by 3, there is no remainder. 

Who are we? 

MFL  
German  

We hope you’re ready to pack your imaginary bag 
because this half term we’re going to be taking you on a 
tour of Germany. Check out DW’s daily drone videos of 
famous landmarks to help you learn more: 
https://www.dw.com/en/dailydrone/t-19510670 

Have you been working on your cookery skills whilst in 
lockdown? Mrs Robinson is convinced that Harry H must 
have eaten schnitzel at least five times by now. Try out 
some traditional German recipes and send us a photo. We 
would love to see you exploring German culture in a 
different way.  Why not try making kaiserschmarrn. It is a 
super easy twist on pancakes from Austria. 
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Palabra de la semana (Spanish word of the 
week) 

canguro (nm.) kangaroo; babysitter 

Ej. 1: Los canguros viven 
en Australia.  

Kangaroos live in 
Australia. 

Ej. 2: Hago de 
canguro para ganar 
dinero.  

I do babysitting to earn money.  

MFL Puzzle 

We’re sure that you have watched plenty of films whilst 
at home. But have you watched any in another language? 
Can you match the teacher to their favourite foreign 
language film? Why not find and watch the trailer on 
YouTube to see if it helps you.  

1 Miss Maitrias 
2 Mrs Robinson 
3 Mr Kelly 
4 Mrs Glass 
5 Mr Garcia 
6 Miss Charon 
7 Miss Thompson 

a. À la folie…pas du tout 
b. Les Choristes 
c. L’auberge espagnole 
d. Todo sobre mi madre 
e. Lion 
f. La vita è bella 
g. Samba 

French 

In French, Y7 are working on the topic of family and they were asked to create their own family tree using the vocabulary 
they had learnt.  

   
Melissa M Alex B Isobel B 

Eleanor T 
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Music 

This weeks 'Learn a tune a week' is Earth Song by Michael Jackson. 
The song was released in 1995 and contains a socially conscious 
message. Earth song is all about issues surrounding the environment 
and animal welfare. It was released with an incredibly powerful 
music video. It went on to receive a Grammy nomination and went to 
No 1 in the UK. I think we can all take time to reflect when playing 
this song about our environment that we live in and how we can best 
look after it.  

https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/music/practical-activities   

PE 
This week try some practical challenges with your family from the BBC sport Website.  

Teach yourself how to do a handstand 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/av/gymnastics/52433308 

 

Try a HIIT session with Mark Wright (or do one each day) 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/live/52647501 

 

Why not start your running journey by joining the couch to 5K 
– free app which can be downloaded

 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/av/get-inspired/47940839 

Try some social distancing football drills 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/av/get-inspired/48545377 

 

Try a workout to improve your core strength 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/av/get-inspired/46843134 

 

Send your pictures in to your PE teacher or tag us on twitter 
https://twitter.com/Stockport_SchPE 
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Seneca Learners 

Well done to all the Y10’s who have been engaging in 
Seneca learning assignments. 

 

Mr Marchant’s 
class 

Mrs Howarth’s 
class 

Top Learners Oliver B & Joe I  

Buster B 

Louis B 

Mia D 

Sam F 

Mia L 

Most Learning 
time  

Buster B 

Oliver B 

Joe I 

Louis B 

Issac T 

Josh M 

Sam F 

Hamish Y 

Maddy E 

Mia D 

KS3 news 

Congratulations to Abbie E (Y7) and her 
brother who completed the ’25 miles at 
your pace race’ 

Abbie has completed every PE home 
learning task and obviously enjoyed 
running for our 3K interhouse challenge. Abbie says: 

What we had to do was write down how many 
miles we did each day for a month on  their 
evidence tracker sheet. Then at the end of the 
month we sent our paper back and the Race at 
your Pace team calculated our average and then 
we got sent a medal saying the month, year and 
how many miles we did.(May 2020/25 miles) 

Science 
Thank you for your engagement with the Firefly tasks. It is 
much appreciated and valued.  

Century Stars this week include: Niamh M (Year 10), 
Claudia H (Year 9), Hannah B (Year 11), Sam S (Year 7) and 
Lucas VA (Year 8). 

Y10 Phased Return in Science 

Next week sees the beginning of some Year 10 students 
returning to school. We’re looking forward to welcome 
you all back and see how you are getting along with 
Firefly and Century. We will also start to address any 
misconceptions in the topics you’ve been studying during 
remote learning. Although you will be in school, it is still 
expected that you complete the tasks set by all of your 
science teachers on Firefly. Your time in school will help 
you to understand the Firefly tasks. 

Those of you that continue to work from home will 
continue to be supported by your science teachers, and 
you will be covering the same topics (presently being set) 
as the students in school. 

Pearson online Lessons 

Last week saw the launch of Pearson’s online lessons 
with Primrose Kitten. Starting with Osmosis, Primrose 
explains diffusion, osmosis and active transport (all key 
topics in B1) followed by exam questions, and mark 
schemes applied to sample answers. If you have not seen 
the lesson, it is available to watch via the Pearson UK 
Learning YouTube channel. To help find the webpage, 
there are links on Firefly in the Science Resource Area. 

https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/science/pearson-on-
line-lessons 

This week’s lesson is enzymes (biology).  

Favourite scientist Part 3 (end of the trilogy) 

Can you name the favourite scientist from the 3 clues? 

Mr Beever’s favourite scientist: 

1. Italian famous in the field of astronomy. 
2. Got in to trouble with his views on the 

heliocentric model of our solar system. 
3. NASA named a mission to Jupiter in his honour in 

the 1990s. 

Mrs Tyrrell’s favourite scientist: 

1. Professor of Particle Physics at the University of 
Manchester. 

2. Presented many science programmes about 
space. 

3. Was once the keyboard player for a pop band 
called D:Ream. 

Mrs Cox’s favourite scientist: 

1. Famous for her work in the field of radioactivity,  
2. Born in Poland and was the first woman to win 

the Nobel Prize. 
3. Played by Rosamund Pike in a 2019 film about 

her life. 
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 Interesting Watch 

The Natural History museum in London has a range of 
online dinosaur activities you can do at home 
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/events/dinosaur-activities-for-
families.html from origami dinosaurs to interviews with 
palaeontologists as well as a guide to drawing T-Rex! 

Interesting activity  

This week’s Smallpiece Trust 
engineering@school 
challenge is to the Rocket 
Launcher challenge! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AeGS8Rc8y3A 

 

Beyond the Classroom 
House Points Summer Term 2 
Week 1 

1st  Red  1280 

2nd  Blue  1263 

3rd  Orange  1238 

4th  Green  1194 

5th  Orange  1192 

 

Congratulations to the following students this week: 

Students have been busy earning reward points – keep up the good work! 
Well done to all those who have achieved their reward certificates.  
Messages of congratulations have been sent home.   

Congratulations to the following students this week 

Points Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 
300+  
Gold  

Henry T 
William D 
Yas R 
Holly P 
Alex L 
Elliott S 

Lily M 
Madison T 
Bode H 
Olivia B 
Meredith A 
Henry F 

Tyler H 
Joe M 
Grace M 
Ruby F 
Laura GL 
Kingsley K 
Edan W 
Dylan F 

Lucy C 
Joshua M 
Louis B 
Will T 
Ellie W 

400+ 
Platinum 

Lucy H 
Izzy W 
Isobel B 
Leighton L 
Aaron C 
Lennox W 

Hannah K 
Bethany H 

Million T 
Stan O 
Claudia H 
Maya W 

 

500+  Hollie C 
Connie G 
Corey P 
Mathilda WO 
Eleanor T 
Lily A 
Jessica M 

  Jake O 

Headteacher’s 
Award 

Gwen F    

Sails and Oars competition 
The winner of our first Sails and Oars competition and a Love2shop voucher worth £10 is Katy H, 8L  who correctly identified 
that the name is the English translation of our school’s Latin motto “velis et remis”. And extra house points to Carlos W, 
George K, Hannah J, Olivia M and Sabeena P – well done! 

 This week’s competition : in which year did Stockport School move to its present site on Mile End lane? To enter, visit 
https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/distance-learning-section/students/sails-and-oars-competitions/12-june-2020  
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Independent Learning at home 
While it is really important to keep up with your learning, especially as there won’t be enough time to go through all the topics 
that have been missed in detail once we return to school, we know that there are also other very important things going on in 
everyone’s lives. It is all about trying your best and letting us know where you’re up to. For Year 10s who aren’t returning to 
school, work will still be set for you, so please try to complete it. 

• The most important thing is for everyone to stay healthy, mentally as well as physically. We just want you to try your best. 
• If there is a reason why you are not able to do any of your school work, please let your pastoral manager know and they 

will tell your teachers.  
• If you have done your work, please upload it/ mark as completed on Firefly/ send it to your teacher 
• If you are stuck with a specific subject, please also email your teachers if you are finding difficulties with any of your work; 

they will try to help you. Please also let them know if you are confused by what they have set or if too much has been set 
at once. 

• You should try to make a list of all the tasks that you have been set by teachers and try to do some each day, taking regular 
breaks and trying to avoid being distracted by your phone/ social media. However, you also need to spend time relaxing, 
connecting with friends and family (in your home or online) and getting some exercise.  

SAM Learning 

An amazing 6209 hours of learning have been completed 
since 20/03/20, with over 702 students completing an 
average of over 8.5 hours each! 

Top 3 students in the school since 21/03/20: 

1. Hannah J Y7  
2. Lucas V-A Y7  
3. Georgia A Y10  

7 8 9 10 11 

Hannah J 

Lucas V-A 

Alexis G 

Sky J 

Courtney C 

Olivia M 

Conrad G 

Dhrishti B 

Mollie B  

Georgia A 

Josh M 

Phoebe R 

Anthony J 

Evie M 

Harley P 

We also know that students have been hard at work on 
Hegarty, Century and Memrise, as well as work done on 
paper or in books. Students are still earning house points 
and receiving certificates 

GCSE Pod 

Over 996 pods have been watched and downloaded since 
21/03/20. Top 10 users for all subjects: 

1. Georgia A 
2. Josh M 
3. Hannah M 
4. Ruben G 
5. William S 
6. Orion J 
7. Calum H 
8. Isobel C 
9. Molly D  
10. Kingsley K 

Puzzle Answers 
Who are we? Answer 21 and 81.  

MFL Answers  
1 c 2 g 3 f 4 b 5 d 6 e 7 a 

Answers to famous scientists:  

Mr Beever’s was Galileo Galilei,  
Mrs Tyrrell’s was Brian Cox and  
Mrs Cox’s was Marie Curie. 

Whitehead’s Wit 
My son’s maths teacher called him average, I think he’s mean. 

Last night I dreamt in colour but then I woke up and realised it was a pigment of my imagination. 

I wrote a song about a tortilla, well actually it’s more of a wrap. 

And for Mrs Simpson in reprographics……Why is there music coming out of your printer? That will be the paper jamming 
again. 

This newsletter is produced by Stockport School. Any questions or queries please contact 
sailsandoars@stockport.stockport.sch.uk
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Subject Resources 
For general queries email Reception reception@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

Wellbeing Resources 

 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-
covid-19/   

https://www.time-to-change.org.uk/  

 
https://youngminds.org.uk/  

 
Guidance for parents and carers 
during COVID 19 

Financial Support 
As well as saving you money on food, children receiving free school meals bring additional money to the school to spend on 
their education. These students qualify for free revision guides, music tuition and financial help with other activities to support 
their learning and wellbeing. The money is transferred directly to a student’s Wisepay account and used with their thumbprint. 
During school closure, it means that you will receive vouchers to spend at supermarkets. 

Your child may qualify for free school meals if you receive one of the following benefits, as well as Child Benefit: 

• Income Support 
• Income-based Jobseekers Allowance 
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
• Universal Credit (provided your earned income is no more than £616.67 in the last Universal Credit assessment period) 
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
• The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 
• Child Tax Credit (provided you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no more than 

£16,190) 
• Working Tax Credit run-on paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

We would encourage you to apply if you meet the criteria above, as it will benefit your family as well as the school. You can do 
this by going on the council website at https://www.stockport.gov.uk/start/free-school-meals-application-form 

If you would like any help with applying, please contact your child's Pastoral Manager at school. 

 

www.samlearning.com 
The centre ID is sk2ss, your username and password are date of birth (ddmmyy) followed by 
your initials. Any problems, email s.wordsworth@stockport.stockport.sch.uk.  
If you need to reset your password https://platform.samlearning.com/activities/player 
 

 

https://app.century.tech/login/  
 login via firefly or directly via the website (using Chrome). An email was sent home with your 
passwords. Any questions, email d.patkin@stockport.stockport.sch.uk  

 
https://www.gcsepod.com/   problems: contact your English teacher 

 https://hegartymaths.com/  

 

https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/app/Home  Login: school email address, Password : 
(see email from school) Any questions: email d.patkin@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

 
https://theday.co.uk/quizzes 


