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Greetings from the Head 
 

 

Dear Students, Parents & Carers,

Welcome to this week’s edition of ‘Sails and Oars’, which 
once again, aims to keep you abreast of school life and 
connected with our community whilst we all continue to 
work safely from home. I hope you enjoy reading the 
short publication and find it interesting, particularly with 
regards to learning more about what has been going on 
amongst some of our students and staff over the past 
week. 

I would like to start this week, by congratulating the great 
many of you whom have clearly made a concerted effort 
to begin this half term in determined and meaningful 
fashion. Since writing to you last week where I 
encouraged you to get back into your positive daily 
routines of getting organized and completing the tasks set 
for you by your Teachers, I am delighted to see that the 
vast majority of you have acted upon that guidance and 
have worked hard this week, to complete the important 
work set for you. From our monitoring, it is clear to see a 
significant upturn in the overall number of students 
across all Year groups completing the activities and tasks 
set.  

It is very encouraging to see that our determined spirit 
remains strong across the school and that there is a clear 
will to progress and achieve. This has been particularly 
notable this week, amongst our Year 9 students whom 
have adapted in a very mature fashion to being moved 
onto their more demanding GCSE studies this week. I am 
pleased by the feedback from Year 9 Teachers whom 
inform me that the majority of you have already been 
very active in your approach to your new GCSE Optional 
subject, as well as that of your other five very important 
subject areas of English, Maths, Science, Humanities and 
MFL.  

Across other Year groups, and in particular Year 7, there 
have been some notable milestones achieved by a large 
proportion of students whom during lockdown have 
achieved either Bronze, Silver, Gold and even Platinum 
Lockdown Awards. The sense of renewed and 
reinvigorated effort towards academic success is palpable 
across the school this week and I am very pleased and 
proud of your efforts. Well done to all of you whom have 
not just promised you would make an effort but to whom 
have actually tried your best over the past week, and long 
may it continue! 

“Well done is better than well said.”   Benjamin Franklin      

The past week has also been an extremely busy one for 
myself, as I have been very carefully planning for the long-
awaited return from 15th June, of our Year 10 students 
whom will be the first year group that we can soon safely 
welcome back into school under government guidance. It 

has been a real challenge to build in a plan for how we 
will do this whilst keeping within the tight government 
safety controls. However, I am really pleased with what 
we have been able to put together in such a short time. I 
am confident that the phased return plan will be hugely 
beneficial to the Year 10 students whom have reserved a 
place from 15th June, and whom have been disadvantaged 
through no fault of their own, by a break to their face to 
face GCSE teaching during the coronavirus outbreak. I 
would like to recognize the great response that I have had 
this week, from my staff, in them wanting to support my 
plans for our safe return from 15th June. As a result, I now 
have an exceptionally strong and comprehensive phased 
return plan for our Year 10, involving all subjects, which 
will undoubtedly support your progress on your GCSE 
pathway. I will in the next couple of days, be writing to 
those parents in Year 10, whom earlier this week, 
reserved a place for their child, and will inform them of 
the details and arrangements for the return of students. 

With news this this week, that schools in Wales are set to 
re-open to all students across all Year groups, on a 
gradual phased basis, from the end of June, I am hopeful 
that we will also soon have the safe green light from the 
government to broaden our offer and open up to one or 
more Year groups very soon after that of Year 10, whom 
we welcome back from 15th June. I hope therefore, that 
the national picture continues to improve in terms of a 
reduction in the overall confirmed cases of Covid-19 and 
that it is soon deemed safe for a wider re-opening of 
schools to more students - hopefully before the summer. 

In the interim, however, we must as I have repeatedly 
said to you before, continue with our very determined 
and hardworking efforts to progress and achieve, whilst 
working remotely from home. I know that you and your 
parents will support me in this very important objective. 

“Success is no accident. It is hard work, perseverance, 
learning, studying, sacrifice and most of all, love of what 
you are doing or learning to do.”    Pelé    

I hope you enjoy reading this week’s edition of Sails and 
Oars, and I hope to see many of you in person again very 
soon! 

Best wishes, stay safe, stay at home, and stay strong. 

Mr I. R. Irwin 

Headteacher     
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Subject Round Up 

Drama 
Midnight Gang Competition Winners!  

It’s my pleasure to announce the winners of the Midnight Gang Theatre Review Competition! The standard was very high 
and clearly the show was well loved and received. Gwen F (Y7) won first place, with her critical yet balanced review of the 
show. Erin-Lily T (Y7) came second, with her overall consideration of the acting and design. Well done both of you! As there is 
room, I have included both reviews. 

 

The Midnight Gang Review  

By Gwen F 

The Midnight Gang was an excellent play that was well 
performed. The set, which made you feel like you were 
there in the hospital, was extremely creative. The acting 
from both the adults and children was executed quite 
well. The beginning was captivating and funny, hooking 
the audience, and myself, in. I especially enjoyed the 
performance from Matthew Cavendish, who played 
Doctor Luppers. He delivered a hilarious song right at the 
beginning, kicking off the whole performance. This 
definitely made me want to watch more. 

The costume design varied in success. For example; the 
character of Amber had bandages and casts that seemed 
somewhat convincing, but for the character of Tom, his 
prosthetics were not so; it was rather unrealistic. In 
addition to this, the character Sally’s bald cap was quite 
obvious up close, far away it wasn’t so bad. 

The play was really well written, sticking close to the 
original book by David Walliams. However, I was 
disappointed with the ending. In the book, Tom gets 
reunited with his parents but we only left with a promise 
of that happening in the play.  

I found all the acting really convincing with the exception 
of the character of Tom, played by Cody Molko. During 
the beginning, he is bought into hospital screaming in 
pain. I found this very unconvincing and it seemed too 
forced. However, he redeemed himself with his vocal 
performance and seemed to get into the character as the 
play progressed; he was much more believable by the 
end.  

The vocal performances were incredible. I especially liked 
Lucy Vandi’s (Tootsie) performance; it was fun and lively, 
making the audience want to get up and dance. The 
actor's voices all worked really well together.  

Overall, this play had mostly convincing acting, amazing 
set design, hilarious writing, standard costumes and great 
vocal performances. I would recommend this play to a 
younger audience, as it will most likely appeal to them 
more.  I really enjoyed this play and I would have loved to 
watch it in person.  

The Midnight Gang –  

By Erin-Lily T 

The Midnight Gang is a spin-off theatre production of the 
children’s novel by David Walliams. It follows a young boy 
named Tom when he goes to hospital after being hit on 
the head with a cricket ball.  

It is a hilarious but meaningful production that had the 
audience laughing at every moment. The acting of all of 
the cast is incredible, but the girl named Amber, who had 
broken both arms and legs, could've moved her arms 
around a bit less as it didn't give the full effect that her 
arms were meant to be broken.  

The set design is simple yet effective and is used cleverly 
for many different scenes and settings. The characters 
interact with the scenery and props, rather than them just 
being there in the background not giving their full effect.  

The lighting is very creative and shows when they are in a 
place that would be much darker than others. It also 
follows the emotions: when it is a happy scene, the lights 
are brighter, warmer in colour, and almost dance around 
a little; when it is a sad scene, the lights are duller, colder 
in colour, and almost droop.  

Overall, I think it was a very good production with some 
brilliant acting and clever ideas. 
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Responding Creatively to Lockdown Life 

The performing, visual and literary arts have a vital place 
in capturing and documenting how exceptional 
circumstances affect our daily experience of life: most 
obviously and recently, via creative works detailing 
experiences of living under lockdown.  

The arts can show us how humans rise up to challenges 
presented to us, and how we can embody resilience, 
compassion and most of all love. Deep down, this is the 
spark of hope that we all need, to show that we have got 
what it takes to overcome the most difficult things that 
come our way. We find our humanity chimes with the 
experiences of others, through the process of empathy, 
and the arts give us the chance to connect with our own 
lives, through the words and imaginations of others.  

 

A Monster Calls 

This fabulous show is 
set for the Year 7 and 
Year 8 student tasks 
this week. The show is 
only online from 
Friday June 5th (7pm) 
until Thursday 11th 
June. Don’t miss it! 
It’s a children’s show 
with a fabulous story.  

 

 

 

Here’s a link to the trailer: https://youtu.be/Jrc_hrygT8M  

Here’s the link to the streaming site  
https://www.oldvictheatre.com/whats-on/2018/a-
monster-calls 

 

This is a dramatic monologue by Mia McD in Y10.  

Please enjoy reading it and don’t worry if you shed a tear 
(I certainly did!). Thankyou Mia for the warm message of 
acceptance and love that suffuses this creative work. 

It’s just another day in lockdown. I check my phone, 
check all my emails from school and quickly got my 
timetable ready for the day and go downstairs to your 
room to say hi and check on you. The grin you show me 
first thing in the morning, grinning from ear to ear 
melts my heart and of course I always get the warmest 
hug in the morning. My cute, cheeky, cheerful foster 
brother.  

You might not be able to talk and you have limited 
understanding but when I ask you what you want or 
where you want to go, you understand me and have lots 
of ways to tell me what you want and don’t want...and 
you certainly tell us what you don’t want, you make 
that VERY clear! You are so routine led so I generally 
know every move you want to make, every door you 
want to shut, every bell you must ring and how many 
times and every spin you must do before you leave the 
room. Then there’s the times you’re being a tornado of 
trouble, tipping and throwing everything in your path 
causing complete chaos!  

We know how much you want to go outside, go on your 
minibus to school, go to the caravan, go on the beach 
and get spun round by me and use me as your donkey 
on the beach. We know how much the best part of your 
day can be a nice long drive to calm you and how much 
you love coming to the sensory room in the play centre 
with me. We could sit in there for hours! We also know 
how much you love going shopping to choose your 
puddings (and smack bottoms as they go past!) Yes! That 
has happened!  

We can’t do those things right now but hang on in 
there. We’ve found new things to do though haven’t we. 
Playing in the garden more especially in the wind that 
you love, watching me bake cakes in the kitchen, 
watching your music videos on the projector, and 
enjoying watching the fire outside on warm nights. 
You’ve also loved not having to wear shoes but those 
shoes need to go back on one day! You know what dude, 
you might cause chaos and destruction at times but I 
wouldn’t change you for the world. You might not be 
able to talk but you have taught me so much about the 
world, about acceptance and differences in people. We 
will get through lockdown together.  
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English 
Accelerated Reading 

Well done to all of you who've taken and passed quizzes 
this week. Our top AR quizzers are: 

Year 7 - Aiden S, Eleanor T, Mathilda O'N 

Year 8 - Isabel L, Niamh L, Poppy S 

Year 9 - Stan O, Million T, Sabeena P

Food 
I have again set edible art work for the students on this food rotation and they did not disappoint. The edible creatures were 
Year 7, Year 8 constructed “apple swans” and Year 9 created edible artistic images. All students demonstrated good knife 
skills, great imagination and used a wide range of ingredients that were at home.  

A number of students are also sending in pictures of other foods that they have made at home. It is fantastic to see so many 
of you embracing food and creative cooking. Keep the pictures coming even if you are not on the food rotation this term.  

 
Abbie E 

 
Ben S 

 
Emily K 

 
Daniel M 

 
Jamie S  

Henry T 

 
Maximus T 

 
Kade F 

 
Sam S 

 
Mathilda W 

 
Harry S 

 
Mia P 

 
Lauren F 

 

Mia A   
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Geography 
June 5th is the most 
renowned day for 
environmental action. 
Since 1974, it has 
been celebrated every 
year since, engaging governments, businesses, celebrities 
and citizens to focus their efforts on a pressing 
environmental issue. 

This year, the theme is biodiversity–a concern that is both 
urgent and existential. Recent events, from bush fires in 
Brazil, the United States and Australia, to locust 
infestations across East Africa–and now, a global disease 
pandemic – all demonstrate the interdependence of 
humans and the webs of life in which we exist. 

Above all, World Environment Day offers a global 
platform for inspiring positive change. It recognises that 
global change requires a global community.  It pushes for 
individuals to think about the way they consume; for 
businesses to develop greener models; for farmers and 
manufacturers to produce more sustainably; for 
governments to safeguard wild spaces; for educators to 
inspire students to live in harmony with the Earth; and for 
youth to become fierce gatekeepers of a green future.  It 
requires all of 
us. 

To find how 
you can get 
involved 
please 

visit https://www.worldenvironmentday.global/  

 

 

Geography staff would also like to celebrate the following 
students for their hard work and commitment over the 
past week, WELL DONE! 

7 8 9 10 

Jack B 
Charlie J-G 
Hollie C 

Olivia B 
Alex L 
Poppy S 

Emma K 
George M 
Maya W 

Tess B 
Sophia S 
Jose Mai B 
Harry C 
Orion J 
Evie O’R 
Harry M 

Carlos W 
Jensen S 
Dylan B 
Lucy C 
Richard N 
Daniel O’B 
Beau B 

History 
Well done to everyone continuing to submit work, and we 
hope the English creative writing competition is going 
well. If families would like something different to do the 
ABF The Soldiers’ Charity have launched a fundraising 
event 'Operation Bletchley' where you have to use your 
codebreaking skills to get behind enemy lines, see the 
link: https://operationbletchley.soldierscharity.org/ 

There is a £10 joining fee, proceeds go towards helping 
war veterans.  

 

History heroes for last week’s work: 

7 8 9 10 
Sonny B 
Kyle B 
Archie C 
Hannah 
U 
Eleanor S 
Marley G 
Kayley M 
Charlie G 
Roxy A 
Ben C 
Marley G 
Kayley M 

Meredith A 
Reece E 
Alfie F 
Ryley L 
Maddie R 
Abi W 
Tyler W 
Harvey A 
Harry B 
Lauren E 
Leon H 
Lucy R 
Olivia R 
Ryan W 
Kyle F 
Oscar S 
Isabel L 
Martha S 

Lucy A 
Gabriel B 
Joe B 
Oliver D 
George D 
Tyler H 
Charley H 
Henry I 
Joe B 
Mia B 
Emily 
Fernandes 
Zak H 
Adam J 
Polly J 
Molly O'L 
Jacob P 
Izzy T 
Martha B-L 
Kade B 
Ethan D 
Grace H 
Anna H 
Summer L-M 
Waleed S 
Charlie W 
Nathan W 

Molly D 
Calum H 
George 
Kenrick,  
Harry M 
Harley M 
Lauren S 
Ellie W 
Sully A 
Mollie B 
Jack H 
Ciara O 
Chris R 
James H 
Hannah M 
Jack K 
Maddy E 
Oliver G 
Emily L 
Marcus W 
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Maths  
https://twitter.com/Stockport_Maths 

HegartyMaths  

This week as a school we have watched over 250 hours of 
HegartyMaths videos! This has made us 20th in the 
country, out of over 1600 schools for viewing Hegarty 
Maths videos. This is an outstanding achievement and 
truly demonstrates how much you are engaging with new 
learning. The maths department is incredibly proud of 
everyone who has contributed to our school’s success.  

Well done to this week’s Hegarty Champions for the most 
questions correctly answered since Monday 25th May:  

 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 
Declan C  
Zander B  
Jessica A  
Freddie K  
Hollie C  

Courtney C 
Grace J 
Jess M 
Alice K 
Olivia M 

Claudia H 
Milly A 
Annie S 
Joshua M 
George D 

George K 
Brody H 
Jamie B 
Harley M 
Jake O  

 

Keep on working on your HegartyMaths tasks, and make 
sure that you’re letting your teachers know if you have 
any problems.  

Remember you can work on your HegartyMaths 
Independent Learning Lists if you have finished all your 
work. To be eligible to win the next raffle, you need to 
have completed another HegartyMaths Independent 
Learning List! 
https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/maths/hegartymaths-
independent-learning-lists 

 

HegartyMaths Leagues  

Well done to all teams in the HegartyMaths Leagues. 7Y2, 
8X2, 9X1 and 10Y1 are in the running to win the Dominos 
pizza parties, but lots can change over the next few 
weeks. Click on the below link to view the latest results 
and next week’s fixtures. 
https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/maths/hegartymathslea
gue-results-and-fixtures  

Next week the competition is a normal competition 
between classes, competing to complete the most quizzes 
answered at over 70%.   

Higher GCSE or A-Level Maths Aspirations  

If you are interested in going on to do A-Level maths or 
would like to achieve a grade 8 or 9 in your GCSEs, tune 
into Mr Hegarty’s sessions every day at 2pm.  

youtube.com/hegartymaths/live  

 

 

 

Suko Puzzles 

 

Thanks to Cameron J for sending in this week’s puzzles! 

How it works: Place all the numbers from 1 to 9 in each 
grid.  

The sum of the four numbers around a circle add up to 
the total given in the circle.  

 

The numbers in the coloured cells add up to the given 
totals in the matching colour. 
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MFL  
French 

A big well done to the following students for their 
excellent effort and attitude in French. 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 
Jess M 
Grace W 
Ben C 
Jack B 
Lewis T 
Eleanor T 
Mia F 
Ben S 
Harry M 
Abbie E 
Sonny B 
Isobel B 
Gwen F 
Jacob B 
Connie B 
Jasmine I 
Freddie K 
Aaron C 
Rachel S 
Hermione T 

Jack B 
May D 
Finley B 
Maddie H 
Maddie R 
Alex K 
Rowan H 
Poppy S 

Lucy A 
Amy L 
Stan O 
Owen P 
Jacob P 
Siobhan T 
Joe B 
Evie B 
Charlotte H 
Kingsley K 
Sam P 
Million T 
Tyler H 
Gabriel B 
Henry I 

Harry M 
Millie R 
Tasnim H 
Yildiz A 
Mia L 
Lucy C 
Oliver B 
Alexia M 
Georgia A 
Beau B 
James G 

German  

Here are our Half Term Heroes for last half term. We’re 
looking forward to another excellent half term with more 
brilliant work. 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 
Erin-Lily 
Mathilda 
Oliver D 
Archie B 
Declan C 
Zander B 

Harry H 
Louis B 
Adam G 
Oscar H 
Olivia M 

Tom H 
Chloe J 
Polly J 
Caleb R 

Sophia S 
Edward W 
George K 
Izzabel C 
Phoebe R 

Palabra de la semana (Spanish word of the 
week) 

hormiga (nf.) ant  

Ej: En la región de Santander (Colombia) se come una 
variedad de hormiga.  

In the Santander region (Colombia) they eat a variety of 
ant. 

These ants are called hormigas culonas (literally “big-
bottomed ants”). They have been eating them in the 
Santander region for centuries. You can eat them roasted 
(normally you take the head, feet and wings off first), or 
you can have them in a sauce to accompany meat, cereals 
or vegetables. ¡Ñam ñam! ¡Qué rico! 

 

Dealing with the Pandemic: Germany  

By Erin Lily T, Y7 

Equivalent of the NHS  

The equivalent of the NHS in Germany is The Federal 
Ministry of Health.  

What it was like for children? 

During the Pandemic children could no longer go to 
school, but on the 4th May, schools started to gradually 
re-open.  

Medical words in German  

Doctor = Arzt  

Medicine = Medizin  

Health Care = Gesundheitsversorgung  

Hospital = Krankenhaus  

Nurse = Krankenschwester  

Virus = Virus  

Disease = Krankheit  

Ill = Krank  

Eurovision Stockport Style 

Everybody knows that your teachers in the MFL 
department have the best taste in music. Who doesn’t 
love Verb Rock Stars? Grammar and top tunes! What is 
not to love?  

But can you match the teacher to their favourite foreign 
language song? 

1 Miss Maitrias 

2 Mrs Robinson 

3 Mr Kelly 

4 Mr Tipler 

5 Mrs Glass 

6 Mr Garcia 

7 Miss Charon 

8 Miss Thompson 

a. La Bicicleta by Carlos Vives and Shakira 

b. Dingue dingue dingue by Christophe Maé 

c. Saga Africa by Yannick Noah 

d. Badaboum by Hooverphonic 

e. Mi mujer by Nicholas Jarr 

f. I wish I was a punk rocker by Sandi Thom 

g. Andalouse by Kendji Chirac 

h. Sabor by Quantic 
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Music 
Learn a tune a week  

https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/music/practical-
activities  

Our 'learn a tune a week' this week is 'Mad World'! This 
was originally released in 1982 by a British rock band 
called 'Tears for Fears'. At the time it did reach No 3 in the 
charts. However, the song became very well known when 
it was used in a film called 'Donnie Darko' in 2001. This 
version covered by Michael Andrew and Gary Jules got to 
No 1 in the charts and has become a very popular piano 
piece to play. As always there are ‘beginner’, 
‘intermediate’ and ‘advanced’ parts as well as chords for 
Ukulele and Guitar. Don’t forget to send in any recordings 
when you have had a go!  

 

 
 

Student recognition  

This week’s musical shout out goes to Isobel C in Year 9 
who has sent in a stunning cover of the song ‘Bird Song’ 
by Florence and the Machine. She used the software 
Cubase to record in electric guitar chords, a piano part, 
drums, lead vocals and then arranged some beautiful 
vocal harmonies which she recorded on top. A truly 
beautiful performance Issy. Well done from the Music 
Department.  

National Youth Orchestra of Great Britain: 

It was wonderful to see our past student Nathan 
Kenworthy who is the principal clarinettist of the National 
Youth Orchestra of Great Britain feature on their weekly 
Musical Postcards series. This is where members of the 
orchestra perform mini-performances from their homes 
across the country. An amazing performance Nathan.  

 
You can follow the performances at 
#NYOMusicalPostcards.  

Nathan’s performance can be watched on facebook on 
the following link: 
https://www.facebook.com/349950925049340/posts/32
33844733326597/?vh=e&d=n 

PE 
We welcome students back after their half term break. 
We have moved back onto subject specific tasks and have 
two weeks focussing on cricket knowledge and skills for 
Y7 and 8. After which we will move onto some tennis. 

For our new exam course students in Y9 we welcome you 
to GCSE PE and are looking forward to welcoming you to 
the subject we are so passionate about. Students have 
sports profiles to complete and Mrs Howarth’s group 
should be joining her class on Seneca learning – see email 
sent out. 

 
 

Y10 GCSE continue to work through theory content to 
support next part of coursework. 

Students & parents should also start to check with 
governing bodies of their child’s sport as some are 
starting to produce their guidelines for getting our 
students back to their outside clubs & sports activity 
safely. 

https://twitter.com/Stockport_SchPE  
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Science 
Thank you to all the students getting back on board with 
remote learning. As well as the Firefly tasks, Century is 
being used more by students to consolidate their 
learning.  

Our Century Stars this week  

Noah H (Y10), Charlie R (Y9), Jasmine I 
(Y7), Ysabel H (Y8) and Esther H (Y11). 

Just a reminder you can access Century 
on a mobile phone as well as a laptop and 
desktop (using Google Chrome, Safari and 
Firefox). 

GCSE Science lessons online 

This week sees the introduction of the 
Pearson online lessons for GCSE 
Science, starting with Osmosis (Friday 
5th June), which is followed by 
Enzymes next week (Friday 12th June). 
Do not worry if you missed the 
screening at 11:00am; recorded videos 
will be made available on the Pearson 
UK Learning YouTube website. To help 

find the webpage, there are links on Firefly in the Science 
Resource Area. 

https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/science/pearson-on-
line-lessons 

Y9 Science options 

Current Year 9 students in groups 1 and 2, who are 
thinking about separate sciences at GCSE (triple science); 
please be assured that there will still be an opportunity to 
do this science option. We have chosen to delay the 
process in light of the covid-19 situation, which has 
caused schools to be closed. 

When we return to school we will discuss your GCSE 
science options with you, which will probably be 
sometime in the autumn term. 

The selection process will consider attainment, 
commitment and interest by you, as well as teacher 
judgement. 

This is the current plan, but if there are any updates to 
share we will communicate accordingly. Thank you for 
your patience and co-operation with this, and in the 
meantime, continue with your remote science learning. 

Year 7 and Year 8 mocks 

Over the next week, your teachers will contact you about 
our online mock exam week (22/6/2020). Please do not 
panic about this. We feel it will help you and us to see 
how you are managing your remote learning. It also 
ensures that you experience assessments. There will be 
an opportunity and plenty of resources to help you to 
revise. 

We know that learning at home is nothing like learning in 
school, so the marks are being used to help us and you 
work out what to focus on now and when school re-
opens. Marks will not be used for setting or grading. The 
focus is simply on the assessment experience and future 
learning. 

 

Interesting read: 

SpaceX launch: Nasa 
astronauts begin 
historic mission on 
private spaceship 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-
52855029 read about the private rocket company SpaceX 
which sent two Nasa astronauts into orbit this week. 

 
 

Interesting activity 

The organisation ”the Smallpiece 
Trust” usually visits school to 
demonstrate and allow students to 
participate in various STEM 
projects.  

So, while school visits are on hold, 
their Engineering@school program 
is releasing weekly STEM projects 
you can do at home. 

https://mailchi.mp/smallpeicetrust/eng-at-
school?e=d80673e417 
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SEN 
I do hope that you and your families managed to have some rest during the half term break. This time of 
unprecedented change has been particularly challenging for parents of children with SEND. Please be aware that free 
support for people who live in Greater Manchester is now available. It is specifically designed to help people with Learning 
Disabilities, Autism and their families/carers.  
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Beyond the Classroom
House Points Summer Half Term Week 1 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 

Red Orange Blue  Green Yellow 

Congratulations to the following students this week: 

Well done to all those who have achieved their reward certificates.  Messages of congratulations have been sent home.  
Students have been busy earning reward points – keep up the good work!   

Points Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

300+ 
Gold 

Mathew J 
Summer B, 
Georgina W 
Nikisha T 

Charlie K 
Summer M 
Ethan A 

Olivia R 
Max W 
Alice K 
Lola P 
Emily G 

Martha S 
Finley B 
Emma W 
Ysabel H 

Georgie E 
Mia A 
Malachi N 
Calum D 

Sophie F 
Archie B 
Molly O 
Owen P 

Harry M 
Maddie B 
Oliver B 
George K 

400+ 
Platinum 

Junaid H 
Ben C 
Caitlin BB 
Sam H 
Alexus G 
Fletcher N 

Jessica R 
Daisy J 
Grace B 
Jessica RS 
Rowan M 
Finley N 

Lauren E 
Poppy S  Charlotte T 

500+ 
Gwen F 
Aiden S 
Zander B 

   

Headteacher’s 
Award Lewis T Grace J   

 

SEAL  
I hope you are all well. Thank you for all your entries into last 
fortnight’s competition about mental health and kindness. We 
had lots of excellent entries; there were some incredibly powerful 
pieces of writing and some beautiful art. Look out for a selection 
in this week’s Sails and Oars. 

NEW SEAL THOUGHT FOR THE FORTNIGHT: Injustice 
Anywhere is a Threat to Justice Everywhere. 

This fortnight focuses on thinking about unfairness and 
discrimination, why it’s important to challenge them and how we can work together for a better world. 

Competition choices: 

1) Create a piece of art with the theme of Hatred Hurts; Hope Heals 
2) Write a short piece with the title My Ideal World 
3) Write a story or poem about a character or characters who fight for what is right 

Please send all entries to me (r.holt@stockport.stockport.sch.uk) by Tuesday 16th June. 
Take care, 

Miss Holt 
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Competition winners - Kindness Is Magic and Mental Health Awareness Week 

We had some amazing 
responses to our SEAL 
competition to write, draw or 
create something related to 
mental health and wellbeing 
and/or the theme of Kindness is 
Magic. Winners of the vouchers 
are: Maisie D, Anya O, Olivia B 
and Florence S, with special 
mentions going to Million T, 
Gwen F and Erin-Lily T. It was 
very difficult to choose winners 
this time, but here is a selection 
of the best entries!  

 

Acts of kindness by  

Anya O, Year 11 
To the person who held the door for me when my hands 
were full: thank you. To the person who gave me my pen 
back when I let you borrow it: thank you. To the 
gentleman who stood up to let me sit down on the manic 
train: thank you. To the people who helped me get home 
when you found me on the street crying: thank you. To all 
the people who complete these little gestures and think 
they are meaningless: thank you. You are all helping 
somebody’s day run a little more smoothly. 

When I had my hands full and couldn’t open any of the 
doors in that long corridor, I was so close to giving up and 
walking out of that place. All-day I had been travelling 
back and forth, carrying all sorts of unnecessary items for 
a demanding boss, who treated me like a robot. Your act 
of kindness restored my faith in humanity.  

I was reluctant to lend you my pen. The only pen I had on 
me was one from my mother, only a cheap one yet still 
very precious to me. On many occasions that I have lent 
people items, from big to small, they have never returned 
them to me. So, thank you for being considerate.  

I got onto that train after walking for over an hour, trying 
to find the train station. After my boyfriend and I had a 
row, he kicked me out of the car. I had no idea where I 
was, and my feet felt like I had been walking on broken 
glass. When I sat down, all the tension from inside me 
was released, and on that short journey home I was able 
to relax, and think about what I was going to do next to fix 
the problem I had faced. 

And finally, when I was crying on the street, I asked God 
for a sign to carry on. The darkness had overshadowed 
me; I saw no light.  I walked to the nearest high bridge, 
and I considered jumping, but something inside of me 

held me back. I asked God for a sign, and he gave me 
three beautiful souls who walked up to me, a stranger 
who was crying like a fool, and helped me. Thank you for 
asking if you could help, thank you for ordering me a taxi 
and paying for it and thank you for sitting with me until it 
came, taking my number and ringing me half an hour later 
to ask if I had made it home. You saved my life, and you 
gave me hope. 

All the kind gestures, no matter how big or small, can 
impact a person’s life a lot. You think what you are doing 
is so little and no big deal, but sometimes people need a 
helping hand, and little things like picking up something 
they dropped or holding a door open can mean a lot and 
can make them smile. You never know what is going on 
inside somebody’s head so, when you have the choice, be 
kind. It matters a lot to people like me.  

 

Olivia B, Year 8
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Million T, Year 9 

  
Gwen F, Year 7  

Why does our mental health matter? 

By Maisie D, Y11 

If your arm was hanging by a thread, wouldn’t you tell someone? If your head was screaming in pain, wouldn’t you go to the 
doctors? Your mental wellbeing can sometimes hang from a thread too, and your head could be screaming at you, yet sadly 
there is a shameful stigma around mental health that makes it that much harder to ask for help, which is a basic human right 
and need. Both physical and mental health are extremely important to keep us alive and, in some cases, both can have an 
impact on the other! 

It is obvious that we have progressed as a society since 1812: a time where ‘mental institutions’ were opened to aid the 
mentally ill in the community; patients would undergo traumatising treatment, despite their clear dismay, just so they could 
be deemed socially acceptable to others. Thankfully, we have been graced with more opportunities to recover or seek help 
for our mental wellbeing, but more improvements could still be born. 

Everyone has mental health. Mental health is your state of mind; therefore, you do not need to be formally diagnosed with a 
mental illness to be struggling. It has been said that 5% of 18+ struggle with a mental illness, but I can tell you now that 100% 
of people will have dark times with their mental state, so you are never alone. 

Sadly, the stigma and stereotypes that hug mental illnesses haven’t dissolved; some illnesses are even romanticised! For 
example: anxiety is expressed as being ‘shy’, which is cute, right? No. Anxiety is the feeling of breathlessness in a room full of 
air; it’s the feeling of being trapped in the vastest field. As well as this, other illnesses seem to be forgotten, such as: bipolar 
(1 and 2), BPD, OCD, ADHD and the list goes on. It is such a broad, complex thing, so all disorders should be respected and 
never glorified.  

During these unprecedented times, the unknown can manifest itself as our greatest fear and I 
can tell you with certainty that you are not alone in that. Please reach out to someone if 
you’re struggling; you’re not alone and you deserve help no matter what.  
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Why Mental  Health Matters 

By Erin-Lily T, Y7 

Mental Health matters because everyone deserves to be happy, to feel safe in their own head and to be able to have fun. 

It matters because if someone is feeling down, they still deserve to enjoy the party that is life. 

It matters because everyone feels worried, stressed and upset sometimes, and that's OK. 

It matters because everybody should be able to be happy, no matter what is on their mind. 

And it matters because a person's a person, no matter how sad.    

Independent Learning at home 
While it is really important to keep up with your learning, especially as there won’t be enough time to go through all the topics 
that have been missed in detail once we return to school, we know that there are also other very important things going on in 
everyone’s lives. It is all about trying your best and letting us know where you’re up to. 

• The most important thing is for everyone to stay healthy, mentally as well as physically. We just want you to try your 
best. 

• If there is a reason why you are not able to do any of your school work, please let your pastoral manager know and 
they will tell your teachers.  

• If you have done your work, please upload it/ mark as completed on Firefly/ send it to your teacher 
• If you are stuck with a specific subject, please also email your teachers if you are finding difficulties with any of your 

work; they will try to help you. Please also let them know if you are confused by what they have set or if too much 
has been set at once. 

• You should try to make a list of all the tasks that you have been set by teachers and try to do some each day, taking 
regular breaks and trying to avoid being distracted by your phone/ social media. However, you also need to spend 
time relaxing, connecting with friends and family (in your home or online) and getting some exercise.  

 

SAM Learning 

An amazing 5740 hours of learning have been completed since 20/03/20, with over 691 students completing an average of 
over 8.2 hours each! 

Top 3 students in the school since 21/03/20: 

1) Hannah J, Year 7   
2) Georgia A, Year 10 
3) Lucas V-A, Year 7    

 

 

GCSE Pod 

Over 914 pods have been watched and downloaded since 21/03/20. Top 10 users for all subjects: 

1. Georgia A 
2. Josh M 
3. Ruben G 
4. William S 

5. Orion J 
6. Hannah M 
7. Calum H 

8. Isobel C 
9. Molly D  
10. Millie R, George K and Hope B  

We also know that students have been hard at work on Hegarty, Century and Memrise, as well as work done on paper or in 
books. Students are still earning house points and receiving certificates.  

  

7 8 9 10 11 

Hannah J 

Lucas V-A 

Erin-Lily T 

Sky J 

Courtney C 

Olivia M 

Conrad G 

Dhrishti B 

Mollie B & Kieron A 

Georgia A 

Josh M 

Phoebe R 

Anthony J 

Evie M 

Harley P 
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Beyond the Gate 
Ruby C in Y9 made cakes for 
her mother’s colleagues as her 
mother was shielding and 
unable to work 
  

 

 

 

And Izzy f in Year 7 busy in the kitchen too baking 
Yorkshire puddings and coming up with novel ways to 
deal with onions. 

 

Puzzle Answers 
MFL matching teacher to their favourite 
foreign language song 

1 c 2 h 3 g 4 d 5 b 6 e 7 f
 8 a  

Suko Solution 

Suko 1 

6 7 8 

3 5 9 

1 4 2 

 

Suko 2 

5 6 9 

2 7 3 

4 8 1 

 

 

 

Whitehead’s Wit 
Why can’t you hear a pterodactyl in the bathroom? 

A. Because it has a silent pee. 

The past, present and future walked into a bar. It was tense. 

What do you call a factory that makes average products? 

 A satisfactory. 

I’ve been diagnosed with a chronic fear of giants, it’s called fee-fi-phobia 

My pilot mate’s been furloughed, and been helping with the painting, the lounge was rubbish, but the landing was excellent. 

 

 

This newsletter is produced by Stockport School. Any questions or queries please contact 
sailsandoars@stockport.stockport.sch.uk
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Subject Resources 
For general queries email Reception reception@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

Wellbeing Resources 

 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-
covid-19/   

https://www.time-to-change.org.uk/  

 
https://youngminds.org.uk/  

 
Guidance for parents and carers 
during COVID 19 

Financial Support 
As well as saving you money on food, children receiving free school meals bring additional money to the school to spend on 
their education. These students qualify for free revision guides, music tuition and financial help with other activities to support 
their learning and wellbeing. The money is transferred directly to a student’s Wisepay account and used with their thumbprint. 
During school closure, it means that you will receive vouchers to spend at supermarkets. 

Your child may qualify for free school meals if you receive one of the following benefits, as well as Child Benefit: 

• Income Support 
• Income-based Jobseekers Allowance 
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
• Universal Credit (provided your earned income is no more than £616.67 in the last Universal Credit assessment period) 
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
• The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 
• Child Tax Credit (provided you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no more than 

£16,190) 
• Working Tax Credit run-on paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

We would encourage you to apply if you meet the criteria above, as it will benefit your family as well as the school. You can do 
this by going on the council website at https://www.stockport.gov.uk/start/free-school-meals-application-form 

If you would like any help with applying, please contact your child's Pastoral Manager at school. 

 

www.samlearning.com 
The centre ID is sk2ss, your username and password are date of birth (ddmmyy) followed by 
your initials. Any problems, email s.wordsworth@stockport.stockport.sch.uk.  
If you need to reset your password https://platform.samlearning.com/activities/player 
 

 

https://app.century.tech/login/  
 login via firefly or directly via the website (using Chrome). An email was sent home with your 
passwords. Any questions, email d.patkin@stockport.stockport.sch.uk  

 
https://www.gcsepod.com/   problems: contact your English teacher 

 https://hegartymaths.com/  

 

https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/app/Home  Login: school email address, Password : 
(see email from school) Any questions: email d.patkin@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

 
https://theday.co.uk/quizzes 


