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Greetings from the Head 
 
Dear Students, Parents & Carers, 

Welcome to the half term break edition of ‘Sails and Oars’, which once again aims to keep you abreast of school life and 
connected with our community whilst we all continue to work safely from home. I hope you enjoy reading the short 
publication and find it interesting, particularly with regards to learning more about what has been going on amongst some of 
our students and staff over the past week during half term. This edition, importantly also begins to get you thinking about 
planning to get back into the swing of school work from Monday, following the half term break that we have just enjoyed. 

Thankfully this week, after 10 weeks of lockdown, the government announced that the country is set to move into the next 
phase of our fight against coronavirus, where there will be gradual and cautious movement towards an easing of the tight 
lockdown controls. As part of this, they confirmed yesterday, that they would like to see the phased return of some students 
to secondary schools from 15th June or soon thereafter. As you would expect, the information and guidance around this is still 
in its infancy and is constantly evolving, upon a day by day basis. The guidance about reopening is at the moment however, 
unfortunately and maybe frustratingly so for some, very tightly constrained as to how many students are able to attend at first, 
and there are safety restrictions on how we are able to approach this. It is however, my firm intention, for the benefit of your 
education and your wellbeing, to re-open the school and get us up and running again, for some and then all Year groups, as 
soon as it is safe to do so. I am therefore, carefully planning around this at present, and I aim to provide you with an update of 
clear plans, dates and arrangements for how we intend to do this, as soon as possible. At the present time though, we are not 
allowed to reopen the school until at least 15th June. This means that our virtual home schooling will need to begin again on 
Monday for all Year groups until I can advise of a safe plan for partial return for some students on or soon after 15th June. 

It is really important therefore, that we continue to do our very best whilst working from home, and show a very determined 
attitude in order to achieve and succeed. It is essential once again, that each of you do the very best that you can to build into 
to your day, positive routines which include accessing and working to complete tasks and work set by your teachers. As a 
guide, students in Years 7 & 8 should continue to be working on school based activities including reading for at least 2-3 hours 
per day on a Monday to Friday, with Years 9 & 10 whom have either just begun or are now part way through their important 
GCSEs, working for at least 3-4 hours per day on a Monday to Friday. It is vital for your own future, that you continue to do this 
each day. 

Year 9 Students 

For students in Year 9, there will be an immediate change and an important challenge for you, which I would like you to rise to 
immediately. On Monday, Mr Rough and I will be writing to you to confirm your GCSE Options and to outline the subjects that 
you will follow for the next two years through until examination. Therefore, from Monday 1st June, we will in effect, be 
expecting you to move up immediately to your Year 10 Key Stage 4 GCSE courses, leaving behind your Year 9 Key Stage 3 non-
core subjects.  

The reason for doing this, is to simplify your timetable and the areas of study for you, allowing you to prioritise and focus solely 
from this point on, upon the six subject areas that you will now follow, through until your GCSE examinations in 2022. Given 
the lost face to face teaching time thus far, it is really important that we get you focused and motivated upon your learning 
which will ultimately be vital to your success or failure at GCSE. By making this change, it will mean, that I am officially advising 
you to disregard any work set for you on Firefly by Teachers of subjects that you will no longer study in Year 10, in order that 
from Monday, you can focus your attention solely upon the following important GCSE subject areas for completion each week: 

1. English Language & Literature 
2. Mathematics 
3. Science 
4. Humanities (Geography or History) 
5. Modern Foreign Language (or an alternative for a very small cohort of students) 
6. Additional GCSE or BTEC Option 
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All other Year groups 

For all other Year groups, until we are able to get you back into school, our remote learning arrangements will continue as 
before. Teaching staff will continue to set work for you on Firefly in manageable chunks, set where possible, at the beginning 
of a week with clear instruction and explanation of what you are required to do over the course of the week to complete the 
tasks and activities set for you. In Years 7 and 8 for the non-core subjects, work may be set over a longer duration for you to 
engage with and complete at a more leisurely pace. For core subjects across all Year groups (and GCSE Optional subjects in 
Year 9 & 10), work may be set more frequently and may have greater demands in terms of the time required to complete the 
tasks. This is necessary, as it is important that we continue to deliver and study the curriculum which ultimately you will be 
assessed upon in the future at GCSE. We cannot therefore, allow not being in school, to be a barrier to future success.  It is 
important therefore, that you do your very best to engage with the tasks set for you and try to complete each and every one 
of them to the high standard that your Teachers would normally expect of you. 

“Don’t count the days, make the days count.” Muhammad Ali 

Please also try to keep organized as best you can, one very simple way of helping yourself to stay on top of things is to 
regularly check your task page on Firefly and to check things off as ‘done’ when you have completed them. This will help ease 
the pressure on you and hopefully stop you from feeling overwhelmed with too many tasks. Please also, where possible, send 
back work, when complete to your Teachers for marking and feedback. Teachers are continuing to award House points to you 
for good work and effort, and I would like to see all of you achieve rewards through this. 

Please remember that your Teachers and Form Tutor will continue to support you and are ready to respond to any issue or 
problem that you may have with your work. Please just send them a message via Firefly or alternatively email them directly for 
help, and they will get back to you as soon as possible. Whatever happens, please don’t give up, or worse still, excuse yourself 
from trying. If we try, we can succeed! 

Please do continue to enjoy the final few days of the half term break before we resume our important home learning on 
Monday. 

Best wishes, stay safe, stay at home, and stay strong. 

Mr I. R. Irwin 
Headteacher 
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Tip of the week – enter the sails and oars competition to win a £10 love2shop voucher 
https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/distance-learning-section/students/sails-and-oars-competitions/22-may-2020 

Subject Round Up 

Art and Design  

 

We'd like to dedicate this 
beautiful study to those 22 who 
lost their lives on the 22.05.17.  

With thanks to Lola P in Y8. 

 

 

A HUGE thank you to all of you who re-created your book cover for the inter-house Illustration Competition. All of you have 
received a commendation for your creativity and I am pleased to announce the winners which are in no particular order; Y10 
- Orion J, Y9 - Million T and in Y7 Henry T, Gwen F and Izzy W.  WELL DONE to all of you. A “love2shop” voucher and art pack 
will be on their way to you asap!  
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Drama 
While you are all off 
enjoying the sunshine, 
don’t forget it is our live theatre review competition 
deadline on Monday 1st June!  

The Midnight Gang  – David Walliams: online 
stream and Theatre Review Competition! 

The Midnight Gang is being streamed online for free here 
until May 29th : https://www.cft.org.uk/the-midnight-
gang-broadcast  

Please consider 
entering the 
competition to write 
the most 
entertaining and 
engaging Theatre 
Review of this show. The word limit is 450 words 
maximum. The closing date is Mon 1st June and entries 
are to be sent by email only to 
j.stone@stockport.stockport.sch.uk. The prize will be to 
see your review in print in Sails and Oars plus two free 
tickets to any future school drama show.  

There are two categories – KS3 (Years 7-9) and KS4 (Year 
10-11). I look forward to receiving your entries and 
hearing about your personal insights into the 
performance! All entrants will receive house points.  

Parents – if 
you wish to 
submit a 
Theatre 
Review of 
Sea Wall (by 
Simon 
Stephens), 
which 
finished free streaming Monday 25th May, or if you would 
like to review any other play as part of the Theatre 
Review Competition, send it to me at 
j.stone@stockport.stockport.sch.uk and you can see your 
review in the newsletter too! Plus 2 free tickets to our 
next school show. Closing date Mon 1st June. 

Full List:  Theatre in Lockdown 

Here is a link to all the best theatre out there for free. 
There are shows for very young children and adults – it is 
all free and all fabulous! 
https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2020/mar/17/hotte
st-front-room-seats-the-best-theatre-and-dance-to-
watch-online  

Geography 

Stockport Schools Geography TV is now live! 

Over the past couple of weeks Mr. Thorneycroft has been 
working hard to create a ‘Geography TV’ channel that is 
accessible through the geography curriculum page on 
Firefly 
https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/geography/geography-
tv-1.  

On this channel, the geography department will 
recommend and post television programmes that we 
think suit the current unit of work that students are 
studying. 

We hope Geography TV could become a successful way to 
allow students access to educational programming and, in 
the process, spark discussion and debate at home that 
will help to build understanding of both the units of 
learning and the wider world. 

If you have any questions regarding Geography TV or 
any recommendations, please contact Mr. Thorneycroft 
by email: c.thorneycroft@stockport.stockport.sch.uk . 
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Graphics 
In the last week of the graphics rotation before half term students produced their own packaging. As everyone working at 
home has access to different materials and equipment, there is a real variety to the work. As you can see, some students 
produced packages based on their own interests and hobbies! 

 
 

 

  

  

 

 



  Sails and Oars      29 May 2020 

MFL  
Where in the World? 

All the members of the MFL staff have lived outside the UK at some point in their lives. Can you match the teacher to the 
place they have lived? 

MFL teachers 

Ms Maitrias 

Mr Kelly 

Mrs Robinson 

Mr Tipler 

Mr Garcia 

Miss Charon 

Miss Thompson 

Mrs Glass 

Places 

a. Le Mans, France 

b. Lille, France and Tours, France 

c. La Reunion, France (but in the middle of the Indian Ocean!) in a town called Ravine des 
Cabris (this translates as 'Ravine of the baby goats'!); Lille, France and Harnes, France 

d. Barcelona, Spain and Paris, France 

e. Köln (Cologne), Germany and Chamaret, France 

f. Shanghai, China 

g. Lyon, France and Siena, Italy 

h. Munich, Germany; Mainz, Germany; Landshut, Germany; and Chambéry, France 

Music 
Learn a tune a week  

There’s still time to learn Shallow, from the film A star is born. 

 
https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/music/practical-activities  
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PE 
The Interhouse 3km challenge  

Huge congratulations to all who got involved. Great to see so many students and families getting involved and getting out in 
the lovely weather and being active  

The house completing the most distance within the challenge And the fastest 

By Students By Staff and 
families 

Students Staff 

1. Red 183 km 41 students & 6 extras  

2. Yellow 123km 21 students & 5 extras  

3. Green 104km 27 students & 3 extras  

4. Orange 103km 29 students & 9 extras  

5. Blue 83km 21 students & 1extra  

1. Yellow 162km  

2. Red 158km  

3. Green 68km  

4. Blue 57km  

5. Orange 54km  

1. Ben S 10.45mins Green  

2. Mia A 11.48mins Red  

3. Joel H 12.24mins Orange  

4. Harry H 12.37mins Yellow  

5. Tyler H 13mins Blue  

3km Mr Marchant 
(Orange house) & Mrs 
Lytham (Yellow house)  

5km Mr Vincent 
(Orange house) & Mrs 
Todd (Green house)  

 

 Blue Green Orange Red Yellow 

Total 
distance 
(km) 

83 104 103 183 123 

Fastest 
Tyler H Y9 

13 mins 

Ben S Y7 

10.45 mins 

Joel H Y7 

12.24 mins 

Mia A Y9 

11.48 

Harry H Y7 

12.37 mins 

Total 
participants 

21 students  

1 extra 

27 students & 3 
extras 

29 students 

9 extras 

41 students & 6 
extras 

21 students & 5 
extras 

notables 

7E Summer B  

7P Katie W & 
Charlie G  

8E Evie L Callum B  

8P Madison 
Thomas  

9E Tyler H & 
Million T  

9P Annie S & Dylan 
F  

10 Oliver B  

7D Kade F & 
Summer M  

7R Ben S & Rachel 
S  

8D Olivia R & Leon 
H  

8R Jack B & 
Maddie H  

9D Ava H & Daniel 
C  

9R Izzy T  

10 Mia L  

7M Joel H & 
Matilda W-O  

7T Isobel H & 
Freddie K  

8M Tyler W  

8T Oscar Hall  

9M Maddie T  

9T Sarah W & Ryan 
B  

10 Carlos W  

7K Rhys P B & 
Matilda W  

7V Ben S  

8K Grace J & 
Harrison B  

8V Max W & 
Niamh L  

9K Mia A 

9V George M & 
Annia B 

10 Issac T 

7G Aidan S & Mia F  

7L Emily W & 
Oliver D  

8G Harry H  

8L Tyler P  

9G Owen P & 
Georgie E  

9L Alex P  

10 Noah B  

 

 

Keep your eyes peeled for National Sports week 20-26th June which we will be taking part in with the Youth Sport Trust, 
there will be many challenges for us ALL to get involved in & try to stay as active as possible  

#Beactive  https://twitter.com/Stockport_SchPE 
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Science 
We hope you have had a good half-term and had a 
chance to enjoy some sunshine. 

On Monday, remote learning continues with tasks set on 
Firefly for each of your sciences (biology, chemistry and 
physics), and you can plan when to complete these during 
the week. 

Make sure that you use the resources available, such as 
the link to the Active Learn electronic text book, to 
research the topic before answering the Firefly task 
questions. Your science teachers will see your answers 
and score, and will respond via Firefly. Remember, if you 
are having any difficulties, please email your science 
teacher so they can help you. 

New: Pearson’s online lessons 

As remote learning is likely to continue to play a major 
role in your learning, Pearson are introducing a 
programme of online lessons. These are important 
because Pearson is linked to the Edexcel exam board, we 
use for science GCSE qualifications. 

Online lessons will be available on Fridays via Pearson UK 
Learning YouTube Channel, starting 11:00am Friday 5th 
June with “Osmosis”. Although, please note that 
recordings of the lessons can be watched afterwards. 

The lessons listed by Pearson are relevant to the topics 
being studied by Year 9 now, and they will also provide 
helpful consolidation for Year 10 students. 

The lesson list and Pearson UK Learning YouTube Channel 
link can be found at: 

https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/schools/subject-
area/science/unbeatable-support/support-from-
pearson/free-online-gcse-science-lessons.html 

Interesting watch 

Chemistry: A Volatile History is a very watchable two part 
series on the history of the periodic table. It is hosted by 
renown broadcaster Jim Al-Khalili (whom some of our 
students met earlier this year) and covers part of the 
GCSE chemistry curriculum 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00qbq7f 

 

Favourite scientist – Part 2: 

Which science teacher has chosen the following scientists 
as their favourites? Answers at the end of the newsletter. 

Brian Cox Gregor Mendel Stephen 
Hawking 

Dmitri 
Mendeleev 

Sir David 
Attenborough Alec Jeffreys 

Mrs Fernandez 

Miss Scholes Higham 

Mr Jepson 

Miss Helsby 

Miss Wetherell 

Mr Bowers 

Mrs Glover 

Mr Griffith 

Quick Science Quiz 

https://blog.doublehelix.csiro.au/parts-of-a-whole-a-
quick-quiz/ 

Kitchen Science 

And don’t forget to try some science at home with our 
tailored core practicals. 

https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/science/independent-
learning-in-science-support/kitchen-science---core-
practicals-at-home 

!Check with your parents or carers first! 
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Beyond the Classroom 
A bit of half term graphics from Nikisha in Year 7, inspired 
by English and science teachers and a bit of Sonic 
Hedgehog. 

 

Puzzle Answers 
Favourite scientists: 

Brian Cox: Miss Wetherell 

Gregor Mendel: Mr Jepson, Mrs Glover 

Dmitri Mendeleev: Mrs Fernandez, Mr Griffith 

Sir David Attenborough: Miss Scholes Higham 

Alec Jeffreys: Miss Helsby 

Stephen Hawking: Mr Bowers 

MFL where in the world 

Answers 

1 - c 

2 - g 

3 - e 

4 - h 

5 - d 

6 - a 

7 - f 

8 - b 

 

Whitehead’s Wit 
A selection of Dad based holiday jokes for the end of 1/2 term J 

 

Where did the sheep go on holiday? The Baa-hamas! 

 

Where do sharks go on holiday? Finland! 

Why did the robot go on holiday? He needed to recharge his batteries. 

Dad: Where did your friend go for her ½ term holiday? 
Son: Alaska. 

Dad: Never mind, I’ll ask her myself. 

 

 

 

 

 

This newsletter is produced by Stockport School. Any questions or queries please contact 
sailsandoars@stockport.stockport.sch.uk
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Subject Resources 
For general queries email Reception reception@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

Wellbeing Resources 

 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-
covid-19/   

https://www.time-to-change.org.uk/  

 
https://youngminds.org.uk/  

 
Guidance for parents and carers 
during COVID 19 

Financial Support 
As well as saving you money on food, children receiving free school meals bring additional money to the school to spend on 
their education. These students qualify for free revision guides, music tuition and financial help with other activities to support 
their learning and wellbeing. The money is transferred directly to a student’s Wisepay account and used with their thumbprint. 
During school closure, it means that you will receive vouchers to spend at supermarkets. 

Your child may qualify for free school meals if you receive one of the following benefits, as well as Child Benefit: 

• Income Support 
• Income-based Jobseekers Allowance 
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
• Universal Credit (provided your earned income is no more than £616.67 in the last Universal Credit assessment period) 
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
• The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 
• Child Tax Credit (provided you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no more than 

£16,190) 
• Working Tax Credit run-on paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

We would encourage you to apply if you meet the criteria above, as it will benefit your family as well as the school. You can do 
this by going on the council website at https://www.stockport.gov.uk/start/free-school-meals-application-form 

If you would like any help with applying, please contact your child's Pastoral Manager at school. 

 

www.samlearning.com 
The centre ID is sk2ss, your username and password are date of birth (ddmmyy) followed by 
your initials. Any problems, email s.wordsworth@stockport.stockport.sch.uk.  
If you need to reset your password https://platform.samlearning.com/activities/player 
 

 

https://app.century.tech/login/  
 login via firefly or directly via the website (using Chrome). An email was sent home with your 
passwords. Any questions, email d.patkin@stockport.stockport.sch.uk  

 
https://www.gcsepod.com/   problems: contact your English teacher 

 https://hegartymaths.com/  

 

https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/app/Home  Login: school email address, Password : 
(see email from school) Any questions: email d.patkin@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

 
https://theday.co.uk/quizzes 


