
Sails and Oars

F R O M  T H E  H E A D  T E A C H E R

Dear Parents, Carers and Students, 

I am pleased once again, to introduce our latest 
edition of Sails and Oars, which in this edition 
covers off all that has happened since our return 
for the start of term in January, as well as picking 
up upon some of the late activities just before 
the Christmas break. 

In this edition, we are particularly pleased to 
share with you the brilliant news of our successful 
Arts Mark Gold accreditation, due mainly to the 
fabulous work of our Arts Leadership team, 
along with their departmental teams, and other 
supportive colleagues who regularly contribute 
to our arts offerings within school and outward 
within our local community. 

The achievement of the prestigious Arts Mark at 
the higher Gold level is a terrific recognition of 
all of the brilliant and highly inspiring work, 
dedication and commitment to the arts that our 
Arts leaders and wider staff teams put in to 
creating such a wealth of opportunity in this 
important and valuable area each and every day 
for our students and our wider community. 

Linked with our successful Arts Mark 
accreditation, you will also see within this 
edition, features on our recent enriching work 
with the Northern Chamber Orchestra and our 
ongoing community work with the Doing 
Dementia Differently Choir. As ever, to 
complement these particular features, there are 
also contributions and updates from a number of 
subject areas, as well as from our Library with 
their ‘International Harry Potter Night’ and the 
hosting of a famous author, Nicola Morgan, 
earlier this term. In addition, we also have further 

updates from our Duke of Edinburgh Award 
scheme and from other educational trips and 
visits. 

The term ahead is set to be a busy one once 
again, with Year 9 Options taking place and with 
our Year 11 students making their final 
preparations for their upcoming summer GCSE 
examinations. Our Year 11 final year students, 
now have an incredibly important few months 
ahead of them in preparation for their GCSE 
examinations which begin in early May. We have 
however, been immensely impressed already by 
so many of our Year 11 students in terms of their 
determination to achieve and succeed, and to 
put in every possible effort that they can. 
Student attendance at after school enrichment 
sessions and towards the new Additional Study 
Programme which has just begun at weekends 
and over the holiday periods, has been brilliant 
so far, with students showing high levels of active 
engagement in all of the additional supportive 
opportunities being provided for them. The 
coming weeks will undoubtedly be very busy 
and productive ones for all of our students and 
staff! 

I hope you enjoy reading this latest edition of 
Sails and Oars, and of learning more about what 
has been going on in and around our vibrant 
school community over 
recent weeks. 

Mr I. R. Irwin 

Headteacher
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S T O C K P O R T  S C H O O L  S T R I K E S  G O L D !
Once again, Stockport School has been awarded the Artsmark Gold Award in recognition of our 
commitment to the arts.  

The Artsmark Award is the only creative quality standard for schools, accredited by Arts Council England. 
It supports schools to develop and celebrate arts and cultural education, putting creativity and wellbeing 
at the heart of the curriculum.  Staff, school leaders and governors were all commended for 
understanding the value of inspiring young people and supporting our wider community through 
innovative arts projects across all aspects of the curriculum.  We are delighted that the award also 
recognises the impact of our student leaders who act as advocates for the arts both within and beyond 
our school setting. 

Dr Darren Henley CBE, Chief Executive of the Arts Council, said:   

“I would like to congratulate Stockport School on their Artsmark Award. Becoming an Artsmark school 
demonstrates that through offering a broad, ambitious, and creative curriculum, every pupil can develop 
character and resilience, increasing their knowledge, curiosity and skills that will remain with them 
through to adult life.”  

B E A T I N G  T H E  J A N U A R Y  
In January this year, forty Stockport School staff 
took part in our inaugural “Exercise Everyday 
January”. We wanted to kick start the year with 
20 minutes of exercise a day by encouraging 
each other (when you really don’t feel like doing 
anything). Throughout the month we shared 
emails and messages to keep each other going 
as well as exercise tips and stories. Ms Howarth 
added a free pilates session one evening after 
school and Mr Tidy led a cohort in our first ever 
evening ceilidh.  

By the end of the month, most of the staff had run, walked, yoga’d (is that a word?), lifted weights or 
boxed for at least 20 minutes every day  - including many staff who’d not really committed to regular 
exercise before.  

And in addition to the obvious improved fitness, everyone reported feeling better about being involved in 
a group exercise target. 

We might even do it again next year and perhaps get the students involved!



M U S I C

On Wednesday 21st December, parents, carers, 
friends, staff and other members of the Stockport 
School community were treated to a truly special 
Christmas Concert. Twenty three acts from across 
years 7-11 performed throughout the evening, 
showcasing a phenomenal range of musical 
talent.  

There were performances from “The Doing 
Dementia Differently Choir”, “Jazz Quartet”, 
“String Group”, “Vocal Chamber Group”, 
“Concert Band”, “Choir”, “Year 11 Rock Band”, 
“Year 10 Rock Band” and the “Year 9 Rock Band”. 
Alongside the fantastic ensembles were vocal and 
instrumental solos from Kasey L (7P), Kaleb B 
(11P), Georgie W (11E), Gwen (10L), Lily M (11E), 
Edie-May S (9L), Mathilda W-O (10M), Phoebe A 
(10P), Erin G (7V), Yasemin B (9P), Aoife T (9P), 
Isabella P (10D), Sam H (10T) and Joel H (10M).  

The diverse repertoire included Christmas music, 
music by Disney, Duke Ellington, Six The Musical, 
Scott Joplin, Bruno Mars, Irving Berlin, Titanic, Sia, 
White Stripes, Sting and The Police and Oasis to 
name just a few artists. The hall was packed, and 

the students loved performing to such an 
appreciative audience.  

A big congratulations to Isabella P in 10D who 
won this years ‘Stockport School Musician of the 
Year”. Audience members heard a flavour of what 
Isabella has been up to when she performed her 
own composition called “Lullaby”. The music 
department would like to thank everyone who 
performed and came to watch. 

Year 9 Rock Band

Musician of the Year - Isabella P (10D)

Christmas Concert 2022



The Northern Chamber Orchestra at Stockport School  

This year’s project with the Northern Chamber Orchestra began with three fantastic workshops on Monday 
23rd January with Naomi and Jamie.  

Students composed a range of ideas which Jamie went on to use to write this year’s very own “Stockport 
School Rondo 2023” piece inspired by the GCSE set work – Mozart’s Clarinet Concerto. Melodies by Tilly F 
(Year 7), Alex H (Year 7), Stanley R (Year 7), Ollie S (Year 9), Charlie S (Year 9), Arthur (Year 9), Lucy F (Year 
10), Jess M (Year 10), Flo S (Year 10) were all used to create the epic composition which will be shared with 
parents on our social media platforms. Monday 13th February became the big premier day with 97 students 
from Stockport School taking part in the concert day alongside students from Dial Park and St George’s. It 
was great to welcome the orchestra back once again and we are so grateful to CDL for continuing to 
support and make this event happen. 



The Doing Dementia 

Differently 

Nine members of the Doing 
Dementia Differently Choir 
performed on Saturday 

21st Jan 23 at Bruce Lodge 
Care Home in Offerton.  

They performed along with a 
couple of the EDUCATE 
members bringing much joy 
to the residents.  

A big thank you to Georgie 
W, Ben F, Lucy F, Yasemin B, 
Macey K, Mollie B, Sophia T, 
April C-S, Kowyn J who were 
amazing representatives of 
each year group at Stockport 
School.  

The orchestra have a concert this Sunday at 
the Romiley forum https://www.ncorch.co.uk/
nco_events/a-new-dawn-rises-romiley-

https://www.ncorch.co.uk/nco_events/a-new-dawn-rises-romiley-stockport/
https://www.ncorch.co.uk/nco_events/a-new-dawn-rises-romiley-stockport/


E N G L I S H

Year 7 The Tempest 

This half term, Year 7 students have been studying 
Shakespeare's The Tempest.  

They have explored key scenes from the play through drama and 
other creative activities, including this half term's homework 
project. Here are just some examples of the excellent work students 
have submitted. Well done to all. 

Year 8 Shakespeare 

Students enjoyed making tableau’s of key scenes in Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar. 

 They will be comparing two famous funeral speeches for their assessment at the end of the half term.



E N G L I S H

Year 8 - Speeches and Rhetoric 
This half term, Year 8 students have been studying famous historical and famous Shakespearean 
speeches in order to explore key rhetorical features. As part of their Shakespearean study, students 
have created programmes for their own productions of Shakespeare's plays. The quality of these has 
been excellent - well done Year 8! 



E N G L I S H

This half term 
students have 
been looking at 
poems from 
different cultures.  

Hamza and Zac 
produced these 
collages in the lead 
up to their half 
term assessments.  

Year 9 culture collages and identity trees 



L I B R A R Y  N E W S

International Harry Potter Night in 
February was celebrated in the 
Library with the second grand 
Hogwarts House Quiz. Students 
were sorted into their Hogwarts 
Houses to take part in a fiendishly 
difficult quiz based on the Harry 
Potter series of books by JK 
Rowling, devised by the Librarian/
LRC Manager Mrs Godrich. 

The teams of staff and students 
were given an increasingly difficult 
set of questions to test their Potter 
knowledge. Many of the team 
members had taken part last year 
and were looking to knock 
Gryffindor house from their 
position as House Champions. 

All teams performed incredibly 
well and the scores were all very 
close. In the end there were only 
two marks separating first and 
second place. The teachers’ team 
of Ms Oaks, Ms Rosser, Mr Carrick, 
Ms Lytham, Ms Molloy and Ms 
Campbell were victorious with 21 
points out of 23. But as they were 
playing for a number of different 
houses, the House Cup was 
awarded to Ravenclaw house for 
their score of 19 out of 23. Under 
the leadership of Mr Wells, Imogen 
U (Year 8), Aimee Y (Year 8), Bella-
Marie M (Year 8) and Jennifer C 
(Year 11) showed their virtual 
encyclopaedic Potter knowledge 
with infectious enthusiasm. 

Gryffindor (Ms Jennings) 

Dylan C (Year 8) 

Artemis R (Year 8) 

Isaac W (Year 8) 

William O (Year 8) 

Hufflepuff (Ms Seller) 

Keira P (Year 7) 
Georgie W (Year 11) 
Phoebe A (Year 10) 
Magdalena G (Year 7) 

Slytherin (Ms Hogan) 

Erin P (Year 8) 
Ray A (Year 9) 
Courtney C (Year 11) 
Ellie M (Year 8) 
Lacey K (Year 8)

How would you have fared? Could you answer these Potter questions? - Answers on the last page :) 

1. Where did Stan Shunpike work? 

2. Who explains the rules of Quidditch to Harry? 

3. Who buys Harry his Firebolt broomstick? 

4. Which student died after looking into the eyes of the Basilisk? 

5. What statue stands outside the Prefects bathroom? 

Celebrating Harry Potter in the Library



Earlier this term we welcomed - via Zoom - author Nicola Morgan 
to Stockport School to work with a selection of our Year 7 
students. 
Although she has published a number of fiction titles, Nicola is 
best known for her non-fiction titles on the teenage brain.  
Early in 2019, Mrs Barber's year 8 English class responded to a 
tweet from Nicola asking for support with research into a new 
book. Questions about the brain and how it works were posed, 
and Nicola contacted us a number of times to develop ideas. Over 
three years later, 10 Ways to Build a Brilliant Brain was due for 
publication - and as a reward for Stockport School's involvement, 
Nicola agreed to a visit with our students. 
The session itself was a joy to be involved in. Packed full of 
information and very engaging from start to finish. The students 
were fantastic, asking thoughtful questions - and not even 
seeming squeamish when Nicola shared details about brains in 
some detail! 
It was a shame to cut things short for the end of the school day, but the students who took part have all 
since received personally signed copies of 10 Ways to Build a Brilliant Brain. 

Author visit



T E X T I L E S

The year 10 Textiles group have been creating their own printed and stitched fabrics inspired by the 
centuries-old Japanese craft that mends clothes and transforms fabrics in a sustainable, decorative and 
artistic way.

Japanese Sashiko and Boro stitch

An Ancient Japanese Sashiko
 Jacket 1868–1912



Year 10 Mad Hatter's  
Tea party

The Art, Craft and Design group have used imagery and themes from Lewis Carroll's 'Alice's Adventures 
in Wonderland' to create a range of amazing, weird and wonderful Mad Hatter teapots.



H I S T O R Y
Welcome to History Sails and Oars.	
It has been another busy term, and our history 
students across all year groups have once again 
demonstrated their commitment, enthusiasm, 
hard work and engagement within lessons. It has 
been lovely to give so much positive feedback 
during this half terms key stage 4 parents 
evenings.	
We hope all history students and families are able 
to enjoy a restful Easter holiday, in preparation for 
another busy term.	
During February we were able to take a group of 
Year 10 and 11 students to experience a play at 
Sale Waterside with the focus of the play 
Elizabeth an Inquisition. This enrichment 
opportunity supported the work they have 
completed on the Elizabeth GCSE unit of study.  
We would like to encourage parents/carers to 
remind Year 11 student’s of the need to attend 
the History enrichment sessions after school on a 
Red Monday. These sessions help support the 
students work in class. We would also like to 
encourage parents/carers to encourage students 

to begin their revision outside of school as this is 
integral to enhancing their knowledge and skills.	
English Heritage are running a series of inspiring 
historical visits for all age groups during the end 
of winter and into spring which you may wish to 
discuss together or plan a visit. 	
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/ for further 
information 

The National Trust also have a wide variety of 
local historical places and parks to visit this 
Spring. 	
Visit Nationaltrust.org.uk for further ideas.

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11

Daniel S Joel A Abi P Connie G Jorja N

S C I E N C E

Educake Stars

It’s been a busy half term, completing the year 10 mock exams and reviewing the year 11 results from 
December all to prepare for the summer exams. We are offering intervention sessions before and after 
school to help with revision. If your child is invited to these, make sure they attend. 

Outside the classroom, our science colleagues are busy with enrichment activities for years 7, 8 and 9. 
Astronomy club is making spectrometers to measure light waves, Science club have created Rube 
Goldberg machines (google them .. they’re awesome) and after a winter hibernation, Gardening Club 
returns to its regular Friday afternoon slot. 

We’re setting regular homework for students, so encourage your child to check Firefly each week. And 
if your child misses a lesson, all of the science curriculum is on Firefly. 

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/


Sails and Oars is published by Stockport School.  

For information or contributions, please contact sailsandoars@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

D U K E  O F  E D I N B U R G H  A W A R D

Harry Potter quiz answers: 

1. The Knight Buss 

2. Oliver Wood 

3. Sirius Black 

4. Myrtle 

Nearly 60 students completed the most recent 
DofE walk - in challenging conditions.  

As you can see from the pictures, it was a foggy 
affair – which sapped morale and hid the usually 
gorgeous view. But, it meant that the students 
had to work hard on their navigation and they 
rose to the challenging demonstrating 
competent map and compass skills. 

Staff accompanied the students, but it was the 
students leading the way making all the 
navigational decisions. They did a great job and 
we were all very impressed. 

A massive thank you to the staff who cajoled/ 
cheered/ motivated/ dragged the students 
along – it was tough to keep morale high but 
staff did an amazing job! 

mailto:sailsandoars@stockport.stockport.sch.uk

