
Sails and Oars
F R O M  T H E  H E A D  T E A C H E R 


Dear Parents, Carers and Students, 

Welcome to our final edition of ‘Sails and Oars’ this academic year, which in our last edition before we 
break up for the much-awaited summer holiday, we will once again share some of the amazing work, 
activities and achievements of our school community that have taken place during the final few weeks 
of the year. 

In this edition, you will see many of our students and staff happily engaging in enriching activities that 
bring such life to the school curriculum and will hopefully leave joyful long-lasting memories for our 
students in the years to come. Included within this jam-packed edition, are a wealth of reports and 
accompanying photographs of our students and staff involved in an abundance of competitive but fun, 
sporting activity, inter-form sports, House competitions, educational competitions, as well as a 
multitude of field trips and other residential trips and visits within England and overseas, together with 
many other enriching activities, including the prestigious Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award expedition 
which have all taken place over recent weeks. It has been an incredibly eventful and productive half 
term, that I hope our students will long remember in years to come! 

It was also extremely uplifting to read so many of the applications from our Year 10 students whom 
recently applied to become a Prefect or Senior Prefect for start of next year, and in particular, to 
observe such strong, confident and articulate young people present on why they want to proudly 
represent their school and how they want to give something back to the school and also help it 
continue to move forward. I have included within this edition, a brief thank you to our outgoing Prefect 
team, as well as recognising and welcoming our new incoming Prefect team for 2022-23. 

In this final edition of the 2022/23 academic year, I would like to congratulate and thank all members of 
our community, including students, staff, parents/carers and governors, for their incredible enthusiasm, 
dedication, commitment, and resilience during a further year of great challenge. As individuals and 
together as a school community, we have again supported each other and have gained great strength 
from our unity. 

I would now very much like to wish all of our students, parents/carers, and staff, all the very best for an 
enjoyable and thoroughly well-deserved summer holiday. I hope that you are able to enjoy it safely and 
happily with your friends and family, proud in your knowledge of what you have been able to achieve 
and contribute this year. I very much look forward to seeing you all again, safely back in school in 
September. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Mr I. R. Irwin 

Headteacher 
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Head & Deputy Head Boy & Girl / Prefect Team 

I would like to thank our 2021/22 Head Boy, Stan O, and his Deputy, Sam P, and to Head Girl, Izzabel T, 
and her Deputy, Maddie T. Thanks 
also go to the wider Senior Prefect 
Team for their outstanding 
contribution and commitment to the 
school this year, and we wish them 
all the very best for their futures. 

In terms of appointing our new Head 
and Deputy Head Boys and Girls, it 
has been incredibly difficult to 
decide upon this year, due to the 
quality and strength of the 
shortlisted applicants. I am delighted 
to inform you, that Niamh L has 
been appointed to the role of Head 
Girl, and Ben F to the role of Head 
Boy for 2022/23. Niamh and Ben will 
be very ably supported in their roles 
by Jennifer C as Deputy Head Girl, and Daniel M as Deputy Head Boy.  

The Head and Deputy Head Prefects will also have exceptionally strong support next year, from a 
brilliant team of Senior Prefects, who will have important team leadership roles over the wider Prefect 
Team, whom have all now been successfully appointed, in advance of them all beginning in their roles in 
September.

Sports Day 2022



G E O G R A P H Y

Year 7 Geography club 

The year 7 Geography club have been 
meeting every Friday lunch throughout 
the year and have had the most fantastic 
time taking part in geographical activities 
with Mr Thorneycroft - from building 
tsunami proof Lego structures to erupting 
volcanoes.  In the last few weeks, they 
have been using recycled materials to 
build a shanty town which they then 
subjected to a landslide! 
Well done to all involved especially the 
very creative Mr Thorneycroft. 

Year 10 - GCSE field study to Mappleton on the Holderness coast 

We were very lucky to have a lovely sunny time collecting primary data 
for our physical GCSE study, which will be tested in our final exams at 
the end of year 11.  Students collected data on the speed of Longshore 
drift, size and shape of sediment on the beach and also completed a 
field sketch of the coastline at Mappleton.  Back in the classroom 
students have been working hard to build their investigation to 
determine how waves affect the coastline. 

A special well done to all the year 11 students who worked so hard in the run up to the exams. We are 
proud of you all and look forward to you receiving fantastic results in August! 
Have a lovely summer everyone 
From Miss Zieman, Miss Loftus, Mr Thorneycroft, Mr Starzcan and Mr Boyle



Year 8 homework - inspired by Lord of the Flies

E N G L I S H

English students in every year have been creating works of art inspired by the books and plays they 
study at KS3 and KS4.



 Year 9 - quotes 

from Macbeth

Year 7 - Ukraine and the current refugee crisis



On Tuesday 12th July, Year 8 students participated in the annual Stockport School Oracy Competition. 
Each Year 8 class nominated a speaker to deliver a speech in front of their year group and a panel of 
judges: Mr Williamson, Mrs Godrich, and head judge Mrs Walker. The speakers all did a fantastic job and 
we were also treated to a musical performance from Thomas G.  

Congratulations again to our winner Darcie A, the audience vote winner Joe S, and to runners-up Ethan 
B, James T, and Arthur T.  

On Thursday 14th July, some Y7 students were nominated to represent their forms in the annual Spelling 
Bee. The students represented their forms wonderfully and showed some excellent team 
work. Congratulations to the best spelling form, 7 Van Gogh, and to our spelling champion Dylan C. A 
big shout out also to our runners-up, Josh S and Giorgia N. Well done spellers! 

English competitions

Object Symbolism 

He gave me the scarf when I was little. The reds, greens and oranges all bright and saturated. Greens 
like fresh grass blowing in the wind. Reds like the evening sun setting over the horizon. Oranges like 
the masses of leaves in the autumn light. All perfect and nice like it was going to last forever. 

But every thing changed after he left. Sadness overwhelmed me the ends starting to fray, still holding 
together but just barely. Greens like dead moss on a log. Reds like old blood on a wolfs teeth. 
Oranges like fungus growing on top of a corpse. 

After many years of not seeing him at all, I still hold the scarf close and dear to my heart knowing very 
well it might well be the last thing of his I ever see. Whenever I see the scarf I still remember the day 
that they split and all the sorrow that followed. 

Antoni S

Creative writing



What a hectic year it has been for the LRC and 
the new Librarian. Issues and usage have been 
very impressive with attendance at special 
library events exceeding expectations. The 
Harry Potter Great House Quiz in February was 
a huge hit with staff and students alike, with a 
rematch organised for next year. World Book 
Day events were well attended with a Book 
Swap, Stockport School’s Top 20 Favourite 
Books of All-Time poll and the Book in A Box 
activity all going down very well. Literacy 
classes were also treated to The Reading 
Game as well as Christmas and Easter Quizzes. 

Blind date with a book 

In June the Summer Reading Challenge. Blind 
Date with a Book, was launched to great 
excitement. It is designed to prevent students 
judging books by their covers and has seen 
100 books across genres and reading abilities 
be wrapped in plain brown wrapping to hide 
their identity, with only a label indicating genre 
and a few keywords to help in selection. 
Students and staff can come along and 
rummage through the bookcase and take a 
wrapped book for over the summer, fill in the 
Book Review slip inside to “rate the date” 
then return the book and the slip to the LRC in 
the first week of term in September. All 
returned book slips with be entered into a 
draw to win a booky prize. The slips will also 
be on display in the LRC to help encourage 
others to experiment with different genres. 

Where will you go this summer? 

Also running over summer is the “Where will 
your book go this summer?” photo challenge. 
From July students and staff can post pictures of 
themselves reading their books over the 
summer – whether visiting foreign shores, 
heading to the beach or chilling in the garden 
or park. Photos can be posted on Facebook or 
Twitter using #SSHolidayBook or emailed to Mrs 
Godrich on her school email. All photos will be 
displayed in the LRC in September with the 
most unusual places from each year group 
receiving a prize. 

Next year’s activities include a visit by comic 
book artist Kev F. Sutherland, who will be 
leading a couple of workshops for students in 
November to create their own comic books, 
Stockport School’s Battle of the Books from 
January, Harry Potter Quiz: the Rematch for 
International Harry Potter Night in February and 
many, many more. 

Whatever you decide to get up to over the 
Summer, keep safe and well and most 
importantly, keep reading. 

L I B R A R Y  N E W S  




Accelerated Reader 

7K - Maisie G 
7V - Sam C 

7E - Harrison H 
7P - Joe B 

7D - Jacob R 
7R - Owen W 

7G - Oliver H 
7L - Elodie L 

7M - Cora E 
7T - Lucy S

Throughout the year, students in Years 7-9 
take three tests to determine their Reading 
Age. Congratulations to the following Year 7 
students who have made the most progress 
in their form across this academic year.

In June, I had the opportunity to travel to France 
with the Stockport School maths department. We 
arrived at school on Saturday at 2:30am. We all 
were wearing our assigned hoodies and carrying 
our luggage. The teachers checked us off on the 
register and we set off at around 3:00am. During 
this time people mostly slept. We stopped at 
several service stations, so we could buy food 
and breakfast. We brought our own money to 
buy snacks and souvenirs. By time we arrived at 
the hotel we had spent over 18 hours on the 
coach. The hotel was like a palace, it had a pool, 
arcade and cosy rooms. During the first night 
there we all jumped into the outdoor pool 
(including teachers). We all went to sleep around 
11pm. 

The next morning, we were woken at 7:30am and 
we all reported to breakfast at 8:00am. The food 
at the hotel was delicious we had: fruit, juice, 
croissants, pastries and a hot food bar. The food 
there was delicious. We were briefed by our 
group leaders and told what was happening that 

day. We were told to put sunscreen on as it was 
sweltering. Firstly, that day, we went to the 
science museum which had an aquarium, a flower 
exhibit and astronomy sector. We ate lunch at 
burger king in the museum. After this, we all went 
to the Eiffel tower, during the coach ride we had 
a speaker playing music. We all went up the Eiffel 
tower which was breath-taking. We had 
McDonalds that night and we all went back to the 
hotel and slept. 

On our last day, we all went to Disney land! We 
saw many princesses, parades and rode the most 
iconic rollercoaster in Disneyland: Space 
Mountain. Personally, I loved this ride. For lunch 
the school gave us coupons, my friends and I all 
got mickey head shaped pizzas. At 10pm, we all 
gathered at the Disney castle to watch the 30th 
Anniversary pre show and the magical Disney 
fireworks. Then we all boarded the coach and 
made our way back to school. It was a truly 
amazing experience and I wouldn’t trade it for 
the world.

M A T H S



P E  


Badminton 
Katie W Y9 has earned a borough sports leader 
award for her volunteering and contribution to 
Badminton club over the school year 

Football  
Y10 boys, Y7 boys and Y9 boys reached semi 
finals of the league & Stockport cup 

U14 girls got through to the third round of the 
English schools competition 

Thanks to Miss O’Gara who organised a trip for 
the girls to watch the opening game of the Euros 
with England v Austria. The girls & staff had a 
great time. 

Rugby 

Our boys took part in a rugby tournament at the 
AJ Bell stadium before one of the Red Devils 
games they were delighted to get the 
opportunity to watch the Red Devils games 
afterwards 

Cricket 
Amazing result 
for our U13 
cricketers who 
have won the 
Cheshire 
Schools cricket 
tournament. 
The boys won 
the regional 
competition 
before winning 
the county finals. 

Football 

Y10 Eve O’Carroll who has 
signed for MCFC U16 squad 
a fantastic achievement and 
recognition of a very 
talented footballer 

Max Whittle has been 
awarded player of the 
season in the Stockport Boys football squad. His 
team have won two regional leagues against 
other boroughs/counties in the north west 

The following Y8s have been selected to 
represent our school on the Stockport Boys U14 
team 

Charlie H, Tyler H and Fin B 

Cricket 

Y8 Fin B selected for Cheshire cricket 

Lacrosse  

Y10 Evie L and Y8 Henry P have both been 
selected for Metros Lacrosse and are off on tour 
to America this summer 

Representative honours and congratulations 

School activities



Charity Events 

Comic Relief – Our KS3 students took part by 
bringing money in to choose their PE activity 
and wear their own sportswear. Students raised 
over £500 

Interhouse  

Boys dodgeball and Girls football have had 
brilliant attendance  

Girls football                                         Boys 
Dodgeball 

Y7 Yellow                                              Y7 Blue 

Y8 Green, Red & Blue                            Y8 Blue 

Y9 Yellow                                              Y9 Red 

Run to Birmingham form event 

With the Commonwealth Games 
due to start in Birmingham 
shortly, forms were trying to run 
the 138km to Birmingham. 
Students who managed to 
complete the most laps were: 

Y7 Daisy CW 6  Miguel G 7 

Y8 Tailor Slate 8  Evie B, Yasemin B, Sorrel H 6 

Y9 Joel H 7, Matilda WO, Mia F, Daisy J, 
Hermine T & Ellie R 5 

Displays 

If your child is playing sport to a high standard 
we would like to celebrate their success by 
adding them to our display promoting the 
sporting honours of our past and present 
students.  If you would like to nominate your 
child to be part of this display please email a 
photo and details of their sporting achievements 
to j.howarth@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

And finally …  

we would like to send good luck and best wishes 
to Mrs Todd who leaves us after 7 amazing years 
as she relocates with her family to Newcastle. 
Mrs Todd moves on to be Head of Department 
and we know she’ll be fantastic. Thank you for all 
your hard work and all the opportunities you 

have provided our students.

Girls cricket has seen a good uptake especially this 
year. We have benefited from ex-student and 
Manchester Thunder Academy player Liv Bell 
taking girls’ cricket practices 

mailto:j.howarth@stockport.stockport.sch.uk


On Friday 27th May Stockport School set off on its third Football Development Tour to PSV 
Eindhoven in Holland. 22 Students from the Y9 &10 football teams went along to participate in 
some professional coaching at ‘De Herdgang’, the world-renowned training facilities of PSV 
Eindhoven.  

They participated in 4 amazing coaching sessions with some of the most knowledgeable and 
forward thinking coaches around in the beautiful sunshine in one of the most idyllic training 
complexes in Europe. The students were amazing throughout with positive compliments 
wherever we went. The students also enjoyed many other activities including a VIP tour round 
PSV’s Phillips stadium, swimming, ten pin bowling and every other sporting activity possible at an 
amazing sports purpose built hotel. Both teams had matches against the Dutch opposition 
(Woenselse Boys) and both played against a year older. The u14s and u15s both won their 
matches 5-3 and the standard of football was incredibly high with both teams coming from 
behind showing amazing character. Hopefully the lads will put all the hard work and practice into 
future school competitions! A massive congratulations and well done to all students involved  - 
you were a credit to yourselves and the school and it was pleasure to be away with you all! 

PSV Eindhoven Football Development Tour 2022



7V raised £250 for the Ukraine- Unicef appeal,  Liam M, 
Liam C, and Nadia C led the craft making,  supported by 
7V and members of staff in school.  

The sold bookmarks filled with sweets, plants, homemade 
cakes and two exciting activities: pin the football on 
Zinchenko and a spin the wheel lucky dip. 

Well done 7V, you worked so hard together and showed 
the power of team work!  

Euros opening game England v 
Austria

Staff Rounders



S C I E N C E

We have finally reached the end of a full school year for the first time in a while! Here in science we’d 
love to say a massive congratulations to students for their continued hard work and resilience this year! 
Now onto a well deserved (and hopefully fun filled) summer break!  
We have been ending the school year with some great science themed activities and students have 
really enjoyed them! We have also seen our enrichment sessions come to an end. Students have really 
enjoyed the variety of sessions on offer this year and we are looking forward to expanding our offering 
into the next academic year! Find details of the great things we have been up to below. 

Educake stars!  

All students have now been introduced to educake, classes have been set homework using the 
platform over the last half term. Students have also been encouraged to set themselves questions too! 
Please find below the stars in each year group, the names of these students have also made it onto our 
educake stars notice board in the science corridor. The more students engage with educake the more 
they will retain the information they learn in the classroom!  

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Combined Year 10 Triple

Poppy N.H Lillie R Hannah J Oscar D Alice K

In the science 

labs 

As the year draws to an 
end our students have 
been looking into 
space. They have been 
turning what they have 
learnt into some very 
inventive bottle rockets. 
Students have enjoyed 
launching these in the 
school field. 



Enrichment 
Our enrichment sessions have sadly come to an end now for this academic year, students however 
have produced amazing pieces of work and had a great time!  
Our science and art students have really enjoyed pushing the boundaries of cross curricular activities. 
They have produced an amazing piece of art work whilst also enjoyed researching the variables 
needed to reach this end point. We don’t know about you but looking at these pictures fills us with 
pride! 

Students have also enjoyed looking at the 
amazing images captured by the James Webb 
telescope in astronomy club! See some of 
these amazing images below! 



A R T  A N D  D E S I G N

News that the final exam this summer had been cancelled and with 
lock down preventing trips going ahead, it was even more vital to get 
our photographers out on location to capture their own photography.  

We took two groups up to Manchester over the fortnight to enable 
them to gain some great shots recording the Northern Quarter area of 
Manchester known for its unique character, charm and creative 
culture in preparation for their mock exam just before Christmas. 

Exploring perspective, pattern and repetition a few of you found it 
quite overwhelming of how many opportunities you were given to record what you were seeing but 
managed to show your resourcefulness to go with it. The weather was kind enough to hold off until 

we began our way back to  Piccadilly train station. The heavens opened and didn't they just!  A 
rather wet return journey back to school but a victorious one due to the great photography taken 

on the day. Well done to those of you who managed to fulfil your target of gaining more than two 
hundred photographs! 

Using the photographs taken in Manchester, all students were able to; produce some fabulous work 
editing and developing their work inspired by different concepts, produce a final outcome piece to 
close their Environments project and show evidence of their recording in support of them 
developing their portfolio of work which will now become their submission for their overall final 
grade this summer.

GCSE Photography





We were definitely lucky with the weather for our trip to the Yorkshire Sculpture park this year. Giving 
the chance for our art students to experience art outside of the classroom, unfortunately the indoor 
galleries we closed but there was still plenty for all to see and enjoy the different works by national and 
international sculptors. Our day was filled; with a lovely walk through the Henry Moore field, before 
creating our own piece of art using 'the found', making mini sculptures out of white tac and having a 
go at forced scale perspective photography. All the information, photography and creativity were 
presented by many as a presentation booklet and supported many students consolidate their final 
outcome grade this year. Well done!!

GCSE Fine Art





So, it was time to have a play in the dark room just before Christmas to explore making a 
'Photogram'. A photogram is a photographic image made without a camera by placing objects directly 
onto the surface of a light-sensitive photography paper and then exposing it to light. All students gained 
the chance to produce one using personal objects with interesting textures and shapes. Due to their 
perseverance, they turned out some great pieces!  

Well done to you all for being open to new experiences and I hope you enjoyed it as much as I did! 
Thank you too for being mature and being respectful of each other whilst working in a confined space.

Our journey started right at the beginning with cave painting looking at 30,000yr 
old hand stencils before linking it today with the work of Banksy who is the stencil 
master and talking about how important it is for us to leave our mark. From Banksy 
we looked closer at the movement of Surrealism and how their manifesto 
challenged us to see the world differently. They posted flyers around Paris to invite 
the general public to engage with their new ideas. Inspired the students decided 

to form their own art movement group called free 
futurism (Banksy's little helpers). The students of 
'Free Futurism' created and posted their own flyers 
around school to challenge students to engage 
with new ideas of how to make Art. If you see a 
flyer around school, there is a post box near the 
attendance office for you to submit your art.

Photo Phactory - KS3 Club

The Story of Art- KS3 Club



We have been very busy in the House of Art enrichment club this 
year. We have been experimenting and risk taking with new 
techniques and learning how to make our own sketchbooks to 
record our ideas. Here are a few pictures of what we have been 
up to! 

We have done experimental mark making with bubble wrap, salt, 
ink and rollers to create interesting textures and effects. We have 
made used teabags to entrap collage pieces with wax. We went 
on a walk around school and collected rubbings from various 
locations to observe school in a different way. We used our mark 
making techniques to deconstruct our names to create abstract 
sculptures. 

Here is one of the finished sketchbooks from a member of the 
group. Each sketchbook is very personal to each student letting 
them take ownership of their creativity. We have had lots of fun 
this year and can’t wait to start again in September!

House of Art- KS3 Club



H I S T O R Y

We would like to wish all our students, parents, 
carers and families a very relaxed summer break 
following a year of immense challenges for all 
during 2021/2022. 
We would like to thank all our history students for 
their dedication and hard work this year, and to 
parents and carers for supporting the students 
throughout the year. 
We have included some links to activities which 
students may be interested in during the summer 
holidays. 
We have also included a link to Historic UK, with 
details of interesting historic sites to visit across 
the country. 
https://www.historic-uk.com/ 

https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryMagazine/
DestinationsUK/HistoricSitesinManchester/ 

We have included a number of interesting and 
unusual facts about the month of July 
You may wish to research and discuss some of 
these examples together and learn all about the 
origins of this changing month and even some 
knowledgeable history facts. 
Lying between June and August, July is the 
seventh month of the Gregorian calendar. 
As we’re at the beginning of the second half of 
the year, it’s a great time to start on a new foot. 
Like all other months, July has a pretty storied 
history worth taking a closer look at! 
So, let’s do just that and look at the origins of the 
month, the interesting observances it has, and 
some significant points in history that happened 
to fall in July! 
July was named after the famous Roman general 
Julius Caesar by the Roman senate; as it was the 
month he was born in. Julius Caesar was a 
formidable military general and statesman who 
was largely responsible for changing the Roman 
Republic into the Roman Empire. The month was 
previously called Quintilis (Latin for fifth) as it was 
the fifth month of the 10-month-long ancient 
Roman calendar. 

As the second month of Summer, July is, on 
average, the warmest month of the year in the 
northern hemisphere. Its southern hemisphere 
equivalent is January. 
In the southern hemisphere, though, July is, on 
average, the coldest month of the year, being the 
second month of winter. 
In early July, a period of time called the “dog 
days of summer” begins. Historically they were 
observed within Ancient Roman and Greek 
astrology and were connected with bad luck, mad 
dog attacks, unexpected thunderstorms, heat, 
and drought. They gained their name as “dog 
days” as they were connected with the star Sirius, 
which is part of the Canis Major (Greater Dog) 
star system.  

 
Julius Caesar wasn’t the only military genius born 
in July. Alexander the Great was another 
important historical figure who changed the 
shape of the world and was born somewhere 
around July 20, 356 BC. Other famous people 
born in July include famous former South African 
leader Nelson Mandela. 
The Anglo-Saxons had multiple names for the 
month of July, including Maed-monath and Hey-
monath. Respectively, these translated into “the 
flowering of meadows” and “hay month.” 
On July 4, 1776, the 13 American colonies 
declared their independence from the British 
monarchy. The 4th of July, formally known as 
Independence Day, has been a federal holiday 
since 1870 in the United States of America. 
July isn’t just the month for Independence Day, 
though. There are plenty of other great holidays 

https://www.historic-uk.com/
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryMagazine/DestinationsUK/HistoricSitesinManchester/
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryMagazine/DestinationsUK/HistoricSitesinManchester/


observed around the world! July 2nd is World 

UFO Day, while July 3rd is Stay out of the Sun 

Day. In the US, July 6th is a pretty delicious day, 
as it’s National Fried Chicken Day! At the end 
of the month, we also have 

International Tiger Day on July 29th. 
July has some pretty delicious month-long 
observances, too! In the US, at least there are 
three, in particular, that stand out – Its 
National Watermelon Month, National Hot 
Dog Month, and National Ice Cream Month. 
Yum! 
On July 25, 1909, Louis Bleriot became the first 
man to fly an aircraft from one country to 
another successfully. He took off from the coast 
of France and landed across the channel near 
Dover, England. 

 
There are two star signs which fall in the month 
of July. If you’re born before July 22, then your 
star sign is Cancer. If you’re born after this day, 
from July 23 onward, then you’re a Leo. Those 
born under the sign of Cancer are said to be 
loyal friends with great emotional depth, and 
those born under the sign of Leo are said to be 
very proud people who display great 
leadership. 
July 12, 1943, was an explosive day. On this 
day, Russian and German forces fought the 
largest tank battle in history, with 900 tanks on 
either side obliterating each other at close 
range. After a cease-fire was ordered and the 
smoke cleared, there were only 300 German 
tanks left standing. 
It’s also in July that crop circles start to appear 
in fields of corn. For the most part, Crop circles 
have only started appearing since the 1970s, 

although there have been a number of cases 
sporadically reported throughout history. 
Despite it being the first month in the second 

half of the year, July 1st is not actually the 
middle of the year. In a regular non-leap year, 

the midpoint is actually on July 2nd at 1 pm. 
July has two birth flowers – the water lily and 
the larkspur. The water lily is a symbol of a pure 
heart, while the larkspur (especially its white 
form) represents the lightness of the heart. 
The birthstone of July is the ruby, considered 
by many to be the king of gems. At one point 
in time, it was considered to protect warriors on 
the field of battle if it was embedded in their 
armour. Nowadays, as a birthstone, it’s said to 
protect against evil. 
July was an important time for the space race 
of the ’60s. The first crewed mission to the 
moon, the Apollo 11 Mission, launched on July 
16, 1969. Four days later, on July 20, 1969, Neil 
Armstrong made history by taking the first step 
on the moon while declaring, “That’s one small 
step for man, one giant leap for mankind!”. 

 
July 16, 1945, was another big day for the 
world and a step down a very dark period of 
history. It was on this day in Alamogordo, New 
Mexico, that the first atomic bomb was 
detonated. The bomb was called “Fat Boy,” 
and its explosion sure was fat – the mushroom 
cloud was 41,000 feet (12.5 kilometers) high! 
             

  

  

  

  



D U K E  O F  E D I N B U R G H  A W A R D

Last weekend, 38 of our Year 10 students completed their DofE Qualifying Expedition. They walked from 
Pear Mill, Bredbury all the way to Hayfield over two days with an overnight camp en route. 

The students tackled the long distance with difficult terrain, complicated navigation, heavy rucksacks and 
baking heat. It was really tough! I am pleased to say that they more than rose to the challenge and really did 
themselves proud. Every single one of them showed fantastic resilience, teamwork and outdoor skills. The 
DofE assessor was incredibly impressed and sent her highest compliments. She was more than happy to 
pass all 38 students with flying colours! It is an absolutely fantastic achievement and the students are 
incredibly well-deserving of it! 

Sails and Oars is a monthly publication by Stockport School. For information or contributions, please 
contact sailsandoars@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 
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