
Sails and Oars
From the Head Teacher


Dear Parents, Carers, and Students,  

As we begin the final half term of the year, I am 
delighted to introduce this latest edition of our 
Sails and Oars publication, which I hope you 
enjoy reading.  

In this edition, you will once again see further 
evidence of the outstanding efforts and 
achievements of our students over recent weeks. 
This final six-week half term of the year is set to 
be a busy and eventful one as always, with plenty 
of additional events and activities taking place in 
and around school as well as in lessons. I am 
confident that our students will be eager to take 
up every opportunity put before them in this final 
half term, including that of our extensive extra-
curricular enrichment programme which 
continues throughout.  

During these final six-weeks of the academic 
year, we will be without our Year 11 students 
whom celebrated their final school day with us 
after five years, at the end of last half term. Our 
Year 11 students, like all of our students, through 
no fault of their own, have sadly had their final 
year or so at school disrupted due to the 
pandemic, including that of their final GCSE 
exams, which after much preparation and hard 
work, were cancelled at a late stage by the 
government. Our students whom we will miss, 
were brilliant throughout these challenges and 
on every occasion raised themselves to succeed. 
I would like therefore, to wish each and every 
one of them all the success in the world as they 
now progress on to the next stage of their 
education, training and employment. I am 
confident that they will be brilliant ambassadors 
for the school and for themselves as they move 
forward. Good luck and well-done Year 11!  

As we say goodbye to our 
Year 11 students, 
opportunity for further 
growth and responsibility 
arises for our other Year 
groups, with Year 10 in 
effect now becoming Year 
11 and with it, having 
opportunity to apply for 
important ambassadorial and leadership Prefect 
roles and responsibilities, as well as setting an 
important tone of high expectation and high 
standards for others in the school, as role 
models.  

Our expectation of high standards in everything 
that we do is important to the further and 
continued success of our school, and it is 
important therefore, that all of our students 
begin this new and final half term of the year 
with the right mindset and attitude to succeed. 
This should include full punctual attendance over 
all 30 remaining days of the term and for each 
and every lesson, working hard throughout and 
fully equipped with all that they need. Our 
uniform and appearance expectations are also of 
great importance to us and I fully expect all 
students to continue to abide by our high 
standards in this regard.  

In terms of us all making the very best of all the 
time that remains of this academic year, and 
hopefully with as little disruption due to COVID, 
as possible, it is important that we all continue to 
play our part in keeping the school as safe as 
possible. Therefore, given the importance of us 
trying to immediately identify any asymptomatic 
COVID cases and therefore, minimise the risk of 
transmission and avoid disruption to teaching 
and learning, we would ideally like all students 
and staff (and where possible, family members) 
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Geography

Geography Club  

What a fantastic half term for 
Geography club.  Year 7 have 
thoroughly enjoyed building a slum 
out of waste material with the help of 
Mr Thorneycroft.  Here are some 
quotes from the students involved 
showing how much they are enjoying 
the club on a Friday lunch in N2.  

''It's fun to interact with other people'' Megan M 

''I've really enjoyed building using the crafts and doing role play games'' Antoni S 

''It's enjoyable with fun activities every week, I build knowledge and learn about how to be more 
environmentally aware'' Matteo S, Zach M and Harvey A

Upcoming trips 

We are over the moon in geography to getting 
back organising fieldtrips for the Year 8 and 9 
students over the coming half term.  Year 8 will be 
completing a river survey in the Ladybrook Valley, 
Bramhall and year 9 are venturing up Mam Tor in 
the Peak District, to complete an investigation in 
an upland area.  If you have any questions 
regarding the upcoming trips please contact your 
child's geography teacher. 

Eco-school Update  

Our year 9 and 10 Eco school committee have been super busy around the school site completing 
the environmental review.  They have been amazing, independently writing the reports below to 
highlight their findings and focussing in on the areas they would like to work on.  A big well done to 
those involved! Read the committee reports below. 

to continue with their self-testing at home for 
COVID using their lateral flow home testing kits 
throughout the remainder of this half term. If 
upon testing, anyone within your household 
tests positive on the lateral flow test kits you 
should all then self-isolate at home and 
arrange an immediate PCR test to confirm an 
outcome. Students or staff must not attend 
school if they or someone in your household is 
symptomatic or has tested positive for COVID.  

I hope that by us continuing to work together 
to take the additional proactive and 
precautionary actions of regular twice weekly 
self-testing at home, that it helps us to 
minimise the chance of transmission and of 
associated disruption to teaching and learning. 
To support with this, we will be issuing more 
home testing kits this week, to all students and 
staff whom wish to take them.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mr I. R. Irwin 



Over the past month year 9 has focussed on 
the following areas of the environmental 
review.	

School grounds	

PE lessons are outside, and we have a large 
grassed area, flower and vegetable patches, 
picnic benches and tables. Most of these 
facilitates are available at both break and 
lunch.  40-60% of the school boundaries are 
hedges and trees.  Students did say the toilets 
could be improved, although this is currently 
taking place as part of the refurbishment to 
the school grounds.	

Energy	

The school's energy information is available to 
students on request.  We are not currently 
involved in taking readings and informing the 
school about them.  A staff member, Mrs Oaks 

is responsible for monitoring the consumption 
of energy.  We don’t have a green energy 
tariff or renewable energy sources.  We have 
taken the following steps to reduce energy - 
draft excluders, low energy appliances, 
programmable thermostats, lower energy 
lighting, motion sensor lighting, double 
glazed windows and pipe work insulation. 	

Water 	

The water metre is easily visible to students. 
We currently have these water saving devices; 
low flush volume, flush on demand urinals and 
push taps, 50% of the toilets in school are 
dual flush to reduce water usage. We are 
currently not using grey or rainwater to water 
plants.  The students could be more educated 
on saving water although we are taught about 
flood risk, droughts and water access.  We 
have not been visited by a water supplier.	

In the past month, year 10 carried out an environmental review of the school, to see how 
sustainable the school is in environmental, social and economic terms.  We focussed on 3 specific 
topics:- waste, marine and global citizenship.   

Firstly, Global citizenship, we found is a relatively strong area as the houses in school have a great 
importance and often raise money for selected charities e.g. red house raises funds for a food 
bank. This shows that as a school we act locally whilst thinking globally. Also, everyone is aware of 
the opportunities pupils have to learn a choice of languages and are often educated on global 
organisations in geography, like the sustainable development goals.  To improve this area, we 
could gain/strengthen a link with a school in another country. 

Secondly, marine conservation was our lowest performing area with the only positive point being 
the canteen uses sustainable fish.  There is a big issue with single use plastic, they are harmful to 
habitats, being used and creating unnecessary waste that could be recycled instead of thrown 
away.  Also, there is a lack of environmentally friendly cleaning products and education around 
protecting marine life.  This could be improved by switching to recyclable packaging in the 
canteen and more discussion on protecting marine areas.   

Finally, waste was the biggest area for action.  As well as recyclable waste I mentioned earlier, 
rubbish that could be recycled generally has nowhere to go and most is put in the general waste 
bins.  Also, plastic cutlery is a common item used daily within school which is needless.  However, 
here's some positive points like the control of classroom equipment being borrowed and print 
accounts for teachers to monitor paper usage.  Some first steps would be to install some more 
paper bins and bottle bins outside the canteen to encourage the recycling of plastic bottles.  In 
addition,  wooden cutlery could be an alternative to reduce plastic use overall.   

To conclude, there's lots of action that could be taken which has some simple yet effective 
solutions, focussing on the issues surrounding waste.  Other opportunities include to add more 
greenery around the new build.  We hope to make a difference and to improve the sustainability 
of the school. 

Claudia H year 10. 



History
Welcome to this month’s edition of Sails and 
Oars for History. 

Firstly, we would like to wish our departing Y11 
historians all the very best luck in the future. 
Whatever path they have chosen in the next 
stage of their education, we are sure they will 
be very successful. 

For any of our departing Y11 who may be 
budding Art Historians, UCL is running a free 
taster course for students.  

How many images have you seen today? On a 
screen, in your home, out and about? Images 
surround us, in every aspect of our physical 
and digital life. As a society, we are constantly 
making. But how do images and artworks 
make us? How do they shape society, or 
influence our everyday lives? And how are 
artwork produced and used - from traditional 
media like paintings and sculpture, to 
contemporary digital art, music videos, 
performance, and mixed media? 

If you're aged 
16-18, attend a 
state school or 
college in the UK, 
and are interested 
in art and art 
history then come 
get a taster of 
what it's like to 
study at UCL. Our 
Art in London short course is a great 
opportunity to explore the subject and find out 
about the diverse career paths offered by a 
degree in History of Art. 

Visit https://www.ucl.ac.uk/art-history/offer-
holder-information/register-our-introductory-
online-module-introduction-history-art-and-
visual for further details if interested. 

Good luck and goodbye Y11.

History Heroes 

History shoutouts for excellent work and participation this month. 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10

Max S From Mrs. Lytham - All 
of 8L-I have been so 
pleased with your 
improved work rate 
compared to the 
beginning of Y8-keep 
up the good work!  

From Mr. McDonald – 
All of 8M for your 
continued excellent 
hardwork, enthusiasm 
and participation. 

Alice K Milly A

Georgie H Olivia B Malachi N

Jake C Chloe S Perry T

Rita C Jake P Izzy T

Lucas M Alex L Evie B

Arthur T Summer B George P

Owen T Maddie R Mia B

Aoife T All of 9Y3 and 9X2 for 
a positive start to the 

Elizabeth unit of study. 

Kieran A

Leighton H Lewis M

Macey K Milly A

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/art-history/offer-holder-information/register-our-introductory-online-module-introduction-history-art-and-visual
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/art-history/offer-holder-information/register-our-introductory-online-module-introduction-history-art-and-visual
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/art-history/offer-holder-information/register-our-introductory-online-module-introduction-history-art-and-visual
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/art-history/offer-holder-information/register-our-introductory-online-module-introduction-history-art-and-visual


We have included a number of interesting 
and unusual facts about the month of May. 

You may wish to research and discuss some of 
these examples together and learn all about 
the origins of this changing month and even 
some knowledgeable history facts. 

May is known as a month of transition. If you 
live in the northern hemisphere, the fresh cold 
winds are usually gone, as well as the rains of 
early spring. Although this has certainly not 
been the case this year!!! 

If you’re on the other side of the world, in the 
southern hemisphere, then it’s a time when 
summer is long gone. The fall winds have 
swept by, and the nights are getting colder 
and darker. 

May is a time of change, no matter where in 
the world you are. 

What is it about May that’s so significant 
though? Let’s take a look at this a-may-zing 
month! 

The name May is the modern-day English 
adaption of the Latin word Maius, which has 
origins going back to the time of the ancient 
Greeks. They named the month of May (or 
Maius) after the Greek goddess of growth. 

The word May wasn’t actually used until the 
middle ages were on their way out, around 
the 15th Century AD. Up until then, the 
Roman word Maius was still used. 

May used to have a very different name in 
Old English. Back then, the month was 
referred to as the “month of three milkings.” 
Unsurprisingly, this meant that during this 
month, you could milk your cows up to three 
times per day! 

There’s the Cornish superstition that buying a 
new broom in May is unlucky. Oh, and 
apparently, you shouldn’t wash any blankets 
either! 

May is a special 
time for Star 
Wars fans 
worldwide and 
always a good 
reason to re-watch 
the movies. May the 
4th is celebrated as 
Star Wars day, due 
to the way the date sounds similar to “May 
the Force.” We won’t start the debate over 
whether the old movies are better than the 
new ones though! 

May is Local History Month  

A time to celebrate the local heritage that is all around us, perhaps 
during the May half term break. 

Local History and the local environment are very much linked and we 
can learn so much from it and enjoy sharing that knowledge. The 
architecture of the buildings can provide so much information about 
the development of an area.  

Building and street design can reveal so much about how an area has 
changed over time, while local parks and beauty spots tell us about 
how urban spaces have been used by different groups. Victorian 
water fountains, canal toll paths and war memorials provide an insight 
into the people who have lived in the urban landscape in the 
generations before us, whilst in the rural areas a peek at the hedgerows will tell us about how the 
area was farmed over the generations.  

It is also a good time now that we can meet up with more people to get together and discover 
some of our local history, whether it’s the Peak District, Lyme Park, Dunham Massey, Tatton Park, 
Bramall Hall, Alderley Edge, Dovestones Reservoir, the list of places to discover around us is 
endless.  



Every year there is a particular meteor shower 
in May called the Eta Aquarids meteor 
shower. Discovered in 1870, this meteor 
shower passes by Earth between April 
19 and May 28.  

It is said that those born in May have a 
greater chance of being more successful in 
life and experience more love. While this may 
not be scientifically factual, it has been 
noticed that people born in May understand 
the importance of love and success more than 
others. 

The Empire State 
Building opened its 
doors on May 1, 1931. 
At the point of its 
construction, it held 
the record for being 
the tallest building in 
the world. Many other 
sky-high constructions 
have since dwarfed it, 
but it’s still an awe-
inspiring feature of the 

New York cityscape! 

Back in the day in Europe, it wasn’t a good 
May if you didn’t celebrate it with a maypole. 
In the UK, at least, they were present since at 
least 1350 AD.  

May is pretty exclusive when it comes to days 
of the week. No other month in one single 
year starts or finishes on the same weekday as 
May. Basically, if the first of May is on a Friday, 

and the 31st of May is on a Sunday, no other 
months in the year will start or end on a Friday 
or a Sunday!  

May also has two Zodiac signs, 
Taurus and Gemini. People born 
under the sign of Taurus are said 
to be ambitious and smart, yet 
trustworthy. Those born under 
the sign of Gemini are said to be passionate, 
adaptable and smart. 

May has some pretty interesting month-long 
observances. In the U.K., May is National Pet 
Month and National Smile Month. In the US, 
May is National Burger Month, Hawaii  
celebrates Lei Day on the first of May, Utah 
celebrates Golden Spike Day on May 
10th after the First Transcontinental Railroad 
was completed. May 29th is celebrated as Put 
a Pillow on Your Fridge Day! 

Many famous people were born in May, such 
as Mark Zuckerberg, Karl Marx, Clint 
Eastwood, Wes Anderson, John F. Kennedy 
and Queen Victoria.

English


Accelerated Reader 

The following students have all read over a million words so far this year, with one student well on 
their way to hitting the 6-million-word mark by the end of the year.  

A fantastic effort! 

Owen T; Amelia O; Freddie K; Osborne, A; Leah P; Harriet D; Erin-Lily T; Nicholas S; Ella T; Freddie 
D;  Ruby B; Dylan K; Connie G; Mathilda W-O’N; Arthur T; Eleanor T - O'Neill, M; Ollie S.



What are we doing this half-term ….. 

…… in biology, chemistry and physics.

7

7D Ecosystems & 7B Reproduction  

7H Atoms, elements and molecules & 7F 
Acids & Alkalis  

7L Sound & 7J Electricity

8

8D Unicellular organisms & 8B Plants  

8H Rocks & 8F The periodic table  

8L Earth and Space & 8J Light

9

B1 Key concepts in Biology and B2 Cells and 
control 

Groups in the periodic table & States of 
matter  

P2 Forces & Motion & P3 Conservation of 
energy

10

B6 Plants & B7 Animal coordination, control 
and homeostasis  

Acids & Calculations involving masses  

P8/9 Energy, forces and their effects & P10 
Electricity & circuits

Century Stars 

It is becoming more and more evident that students  
who  engage with Century are benefitting and with this 
in mind, we would like to congratulate our  Century Stars 
who have shown  extra  commitment  this half-term. All these 
students will receive a P4-Century Star.  

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11

Brendan J 

Kai D 

Sam M 

Declan C 

Archie C 

Lauren E

Isabella C 

Emma W 

Rachel S 

Claudia H 

Tyler H 

Lucy A 

Aryan N 

Sophia S 

Maddy E 

Science
A huge well done to all students for 
completing their first half-term back in school 
post lockdown. It has been an incredibly 
busy few weeks and it is great to see 
students in all years carry out some practical 
work. Year 10s made blue copper sulphate 
crystals, year 9s investigated osmosis in 
potato chips and some students have even 
been able to get outside and build bottle-
rockets. After all of the COVID disruption 
over the past 12 months, we are all grateful 
to be carrying out real practical work again. 

This week we say farewell to our year 11 
students who have completed their final 
science ‘mini-assessments’ this half-term. 
Thank-you to all year 11 students for their 
hard work and dedication over the past few 
weeks and throughout year 11 in general.  

In addition, our year 10 students are 
completing their first mock exams and 
shortly going to move into year 11. As a 
result, enrichment opportunities are 
particularly important to year 10. Science 
offers study support on BLUE Mondays after 
school for Year 10 students; science teachers 
can direct students to the most relevant 
session.  



Update on  Perseverance Rover on Mars  

Perseverance has been extremely busy over the last month, 
beginning to study the floor of an ancient crater that once 
held a lake. 

A camera called ‘Watson’ on the end of the rover’s robotic 
arm has taken detailed shots of the Jezero Crater, a large 
crater named after the Slavic word for lake. Scientists will be 
hoping to create a timeline of when the ancient lake formed 
and more importantly, whether there is any evidence of 
ancient life on Mars. The best samples collected by 
Perseverance will be stored in special tubes and deposited 
in collections on the planet’s surface for eventual return to 
Earth! 

China on Mars: The first 

pictures… 

China has recently released the 
first pictures of its Zhurong rover 

that landed on Mars on the 16th 
May, meaning that China is the 
second nation ever to land a rover 
on the red planet after the USA.  
Chinese scientists hope get at 
least 90 Martian days of service 
out of the six-wheeled robot 
investigating the ‘Utopia Planitia’, 
a vast area where NASA found 
underground Ice in 2016.  

Science Club  

Finally, Year  7  Science Club have been busy investigating different indicators over the last few 
weeks, creating a rainbow of colours using universal indicator.  

They have also been growing microorganisms using agar plates, collecting samples from 
locations around the school and studying the microbes that grow.  

Fundraising Champion!

Well done to Mathilda WO who raised money for The 
Christie Hospital in memory of her friend’s father. 
Mathilda wanted to help and give back to the charity 
but also support her friend-Eleanor.  Mathilda has 
made soap at home with her mum, so she decided to 
make and sell the lovely soaps at school. She raised 
£104 for the amazing charity.  

Mathilda would like to add: 

When Cancer strikes a family is drowned in sorrow. Sometimes it is hard to see a way out. My 
friend's dad was a victim of this terrible disease and I wanted to show people cared. The 
response was amazing, and I ended up raising £104 for her charity! 

Thank you to everyone who bought a soap! 



Music
Year 7 Virtual Concert and House Competition 21.  

Our judges have now viewed all performances. A big well done to everyone who took part. We 
were blown away by the musical talent in year 7 and it has been so lovely to be able to share all 
the clips with students, staff, and parents.  

Our judges this year were our Year 7 Pastoral team – Mrs Clarkson, Mr Williamson, Mr Galvin. 

They had a very tough job on their hands as they were tasked with picking their favourite 
instrumental performance, vocal performance, and ensemble performance. This was such a hard 
job for them as they wanted to pick everyone! However, we can finally announce our judges’ 
favourites as follows 

The overall Year 7 Music concert house winners were 

1.Yellow 

2.Blue 

3.Green 

4.Red 

5.Orange  

Instrumental Ensemble Vocal

Archie G Ryan F, Jacob C  & Thomas G Edie-May S

Amber S Charlie S & Alex N Yasemin B

Ben H Ollie S, Archie C & Tristan W Sophia T

The Doing Dementia Differently 

Choir say farewell to our dedicated 

Year 11 members. 

Wednesday 19th May saw the Doing Dementia 
Differently Choir meet again over Zoom but 
this time it was tinged with a little bit of 
sadness. This was the final meeting for our 
dedicated Year 11 members who have been in it from the very beginning. Jake O, Richard N, 
Orion J, Emily K and Alex R said an emotional farewell to the adults who they have got to know so 
well during their five years at the school.  Educate choir members had sent in some gifts and 
testimonies to celebrate their achievements and dedication to the choir over their time at 
Stockport School.  

It was an emotional meeting but finished on a high with 
a zoom singalong to ‘So long farewell’ from the Sound 
of Music. I’d like to personally thank the year 11’s for 
their amazing 
commitment to the choir 
and wish them well in all 
that they go on to do.  

Mrs Didcote  



The Northern Chamber 

Orchestra working with Year 7 

and Year 10 

Musicians in Year 7 and 10 have 
continued to work on their fantastic 
collaborative composition project with 
the Northern Chamber Orchestra. After 

composing lots of ideas at the start of the month, 
Jamie at the orchestra has composed a piece of 
music using their ideas. Students were required to 
record their idea to a click track in our recording 
rooms and to be videoed so that the whole piece 
can be put together as a virtual performance with 
the orchestra, Dial Park primary and St George’s. 
All clips have now been recorded and Jamie is 
busy putting it together. We can’t wait to see and 
share the final virtual composition with you all.  

Here are some pictures of our students recording 
all of their ideas.  



PE
WOW! Congratulations to our year 8 Dance Leaders and also to staff and year 2 pupils from 
Banks Lane infants and Great Moor infants who made the virtual dance workshop such a success. 

The theme was “into the Wild” and small groups were taught a phrase by our year 8 leaders and 
then given time to create and practise their phrase around one word such as “Swoop” “Pounce” 
and “Slither” before performing their choreographed dance. Our girls were also given an animal 
action word to introduce into their routine.  

Feedback from the infant schools has included this lovely email; “Really well pitched and the 
leaders achieved a fabulous balance of being both highly professional (guiding the Year 2s 
beautifully and with real patience and understanding) alongside a really welcoming and 
empathetic manner.  My Year 2s absolutely loved it - raving about it as they left for home and it 
was the talk of the playground the following day (with many more routines being invented!). 

As we say goodbye to our year 11s, I would 
like to recognise one of our most remarkable 
and altruistic young adults - Oliver R. 

Six years ago Oliver won a signed Messi 
football shirt, however he has recently 
donated it to a raffle to raise money for a 
friend from his football team who sadly was 
in a life changing incident. Oliver’s generous 
prize of his much -loved football shirt raised 
over £3000 for his friend’s physio and 
rehabilitation.    



Culture Spot – Pfingsten (Pentecost / 

Whitsun) 

Many (rural) areas of Germany 
celebrate Pfingsten (Pentecost). Pentecost or Pfingsten is a 
Christian holiday, which is celebrated on the 50th day of 
the Osterfestkreis (Easter season), that is, the 49 days 
after Ostersonntag (Easter Sunday).   

In many regions of Germany, there are special Pentecost-
customs, for example, das Pfingstbaumpflanzen (the 
planting of the Pentecost tree), der Pfingstenkranz (the 
Pentecost wreath), and der Pfingstochse (the Pentecost ox). 

Large wreaths (Pfingstenkranz) are erected in town squares. 
Each wreath consists of three poles wrapped in greenery 
and joined at the top to make a structure about nine meters 
high. People dance around the decoration and sing 
traditional songs. 

 

The cattle were traditionally in stables and fields near 
villages in rural areas during winter and early spring. They 
were taken to fields further away from the villages, often 
high in the mountains, at Pentecost. The strongest animals 
were decorated with flowers and plants and led the 
procession. The custom of decorating prize cattle and 
leading them through the streets is still alive in some rural 
areas, particularly in southern Germany’s mountainous areas. 

However, for most Germans these days, Pfingsten means a 
long weekend due to the bank holiday. This is usually spent 
enjoying a picnic with friends and family.

German
Auf Wiedersehen 

Farewell to our year 11 classes. We hope your German skills will help you to land jobs in the future 
and keep you fed and watered when visiting Germany one day. We look forward to receiving 
postcards from your German travels!

What’s coming up next 

half term? 

Year 7 – More free time activities 
and we’ll be looking towards year 
8 as we learn to talk about things 
we’ll do in the future. 

Year 8 – We'll be tucking into the 
food and drink topic, revisiting our 
3 key tenses and learning how to 
follow recipes in German. 

Year 9 – We’re looking forward to 
reflecting on our first attempts at 
GCSE styles exam papers and 
setting targets for year 10. Then 
we’ll be learning how to talk 
about relationships with family 
and friends. 

Year 10 – We’ll be reflecting on 
your year 10 mocks and setting 
targets for year 11 whilst we 
develop our knowledge of the 
holiday and town topic through 
‘practical language’ also known as 
lots and lots of role plays!



Spanish

Y11 students have been working on Spanish Storyboards in order to practise their role play skills. 





SEN

Shout out to KS3 in this edition!  

May D, Y9,  has proved yet again how amazing she is by using her slick algebra 
skills from Maths to achieve an excellent result in her Physics test.  

Some Y7 students have been using enrichment time to improve their literacy 
skills. They have been working on vocabulary choices, planning and organising 
ideas and linking paragraphs together to create a speech to welcome new 
students to our school. The product is a fabulous and fluently read masterpiece 
which might even be used at future Open Evenings. Well done! 

Can KS4 impress us between now and the next edition of Sails and Oars?



Food and Nutrition 

Year 7  

The year 7 groups have completed fruit salad, focussing on 
using sharp knives safely then fruit crumble developing accurate 
weighing and measuring skills, followed by cheese scones combining 
ingredients to make a dough and shaping and baking using the oven 
safely. The chefs of the week are: for the fruit salad Poppy S 7x and Isla 
B 7y; for the fruit crumble, Zach M 7y and Elizabeth R 7x; for the cheese 
scones Ryan G 7x and Dailen O’S and for the pasta salad Abi P and 
Charlie B from 7x.

Year 8 

Students have been building on their knife skills safe use of the hob focussing on temperature 
control and food safety, Their first practical was Bolognese sauce, using knife skills and 
temperature control so that no pans were burnt, the second practical students made sausage 
goulash, again focussing on knife skills, temperature control and also ensuring food is stored and 
cooked safely looking at specific food safety temperatures and using a food probe. The final 
practical the students have done so far are cheese and onion pasties. A high level skill: making 
short crust pastry using correct weighing and measuring skills, making a dough rolling out and 
shaping the pasties. The chefs of the week for these practicals are: Gwen F 8y and Jarvis Y for the 
bolognese sauce. For the Sausage goulash: 8y Alyssa BT and 8X Lucy F. The cheese and onion 
pasties the chefs of the week are Grace B and Ruby F. 

This month students have started a new rotation at KS3



Year 9 

In year 9 we start with Scotch pancakes which involves correct weighing and 
measuring and the focus is also on good temperature control. The students 
then make a stuffed chicken meal which includes home made oven baked 
potato wedges. We then asked the students to provide additional 
ingredients to give the dish a balance and colour. We also focussed on the 
importance of cross contamination, working with a high risk food and correct 
cooking linked to correct cooked temperatures using a food probe. We are 
inclusive with our recipes and we had a vegetarian student who instead of 
doing chicken made vegetable enchiladas. The students then made fruit 
cheesecake, also focussing on cross contamination, correct storage and 
handling of high risk food that doesn’t get cooked and the importance of 
food hygiene. We then moved onto making pizza using a yeast dough and 
the students again rose to the challenge with some fantastic pizzas with a 
wide range of flavours and toppings. The chefs of the week students were: 
pancakes, Chloe S 9y, Layton S 9X;  chicken dinner, Dan S 9X and 
cheesecake Sophie N 9x and Katy H 9y. The pizza chef of the week for 9x 
was Lucy L. 

Year 9 Catering 

The students have been completing a fact file involving foods for diets, healthy eating, nutrition, 
consumer choices and then they completed an assessment using skill that they have learnt over 
the topic. The students made some take away dishes then compared them to take away dishes 
for cost and quality. Salt and pepper chips, then chicken masala, these are the first 3 pictures then 
the student assessment dishes. Then they planned their own main course dishes for which they 
were assessed against their individual skills. The student then made a dessert dish also using the 
same assessment criteria. The students needed to plan and develop a time plane and produce a 
portion of their finished dish. The students in this group have made such massive progress from 

where they were at the beginning of the year. 



Year 10 Hospitality and Catering  

Students have been looking at specialist diets and the provision and 
replacement of ingredients to accommodate people with allergies, 
intolerances, vegetarian and vegan. The recipes they have made this 
term have included a vegan chocolate courgette cake, vegan tofu bites 
with vegetable enchiladas, vegan Leek and mushroom pies where they 

made individual pies using a pie press a piece of industrial equipment, 
vegetarian salt and pepper chips which they enjoyed at lunchtime and 
then vegetarian Frittata. The chef of the week for the courgette cake was 
Jay H, the vegan tofu bites and burritos was Jasmine P and the Pies chef 
of the week was Jay H. Chef of the week for the salt and pepper chips 
was, George D and the chef of the week for the frittata which heavily 
focussed on timing and temperature control as well as safety was 
Alasdair W. Year 10 also took part with an online seminar this month 
and were treated to online chef demonstrations and samples of quality 
ingredients that were used in the recipes.  



Rewards
House Points 

1 Red 11 224
2 Yellow 11 171
3 Green 10 996
4 Blue 10 879
5 Orange 10 796

Headteacher’s Award
Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10

Olivia S Bethan H Archie W Harrison M Jennifer C Evie B

Sophia T Liam J Ethan B Kayley M Dalal A

Sophie L Ella T Jacob C Jia Yi X Isabel L

Yasemin B Thomas G Imogen G Ben S Nicholas S

Owen T Oliver C Sorrel H Lewis T Grace J

Ryan G Antoni S Poppy B Jacob B

Maia S Chloe G Isaac B

Charlie B Evie B Stuart GS

Rhys S

500 Achievement Points
Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10

David A Will SB Mike C Archie B Georgie-Leigh W Mia B

Macey K Tailor B Milly L Rachel S Luca DD Chloe J

Layla H Mia B Will S Mathilda WO Ben F Tyler H

Ilana S Lexi P Colt M Jessica RS Finley B Mia A

Isaac H Edie-May S Katie S Erin B Ysabel H Maya W

Chloe E Manraj SB Finley J Eleanor T Olivia R Izzabel T

Danielle C Aaron C Poppy S Matthew M Maddison K Joseph B

Max SM Sam M Arthur PW Verity M Max W Calum D

Jack B Ben H Ethan W Grace B Ned B

Megan M James T Joseph B Henry T Courtney C

Rita C Emily A Georgie H Emma H Rowan H

Joe G Taylor B Kieran D Grace B Isabel R

Sophie H Lucas V



Platinum Award
Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10

Betty R Darcey W Aaron C Abbie E Erik B Jess W

Jack P Darcie A Layla W Luca H Daniel M Camesha H

Elsie M Logan B Caitlin BB Melissa M Charlie C Owen P

Lily P George S Yas R Jake T Lauren E Halle B

Ruby B Magda S Finley N Alex L Sam J Lucy N

Sahir K Callum W Fletcher N Elle TM Isabella C Amy L

James E Ethan J Safia H Daisy J Jack S Emily F

Mya D Charlie S Lauren E Rosa H Lucy C Daniel B

Lillie-Grace R Isaac M Polly M Mathew J Sophie R Tremaine B

Ryan H Tabitha M Harriet D Nuala L Abigail SB Jessica O

Jacob C Dom R Leah P Sam S Adam G Gabriel B

Cody R Ethan R Hannah H Archie C Katy H Annia B
Lily P Olivia M Ben F Hollie C Chloe M Wil B

Fletcher G Lylah-Grace H Katie W Alex B Millie G Edan W

Harley L Jake C Ellie R Maddie H

Harry S Liam S Macie H

Harry B Josh O Alex L

Samual B

Gold Award  

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10
Madison W Alyssa BT Katie W Tyler P Ciaran H

Connor K Hannah J Leighton L Callum B Aryan A

Mason F Charlie K Alexus G Emma W Alex P

Hannah D Joseph C Riley L Charlotte J Jacob P

Stefan N Grace K Hannah U Arda B Sophie A

Dominique E Charlotte S Faye C Kyle F Trevelle B

Jake C Rowan M Lewis CL Michael H Ruby C

Paige V Arche LD Millie M Jack R Lucy A

Lois F George C Joel H Evie W Isaac M

Gabrielle H Will A Freddie P Charlie S Grace H

Codie R Lily G Leon H

Toby T Benjamin L

Kimiya T Mia P

Aimee A Ryley L

Tilly H Bailey W

Zak C

Libby R



Silver Award  

  

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10

Sarah G Eva F Lexie	W Izzy R Cody RH

Leo BT Lexie W Emily	K Jake P Oliver W

Georgia H Emily K Camren	M Morgan P Daniel C

Lola B Camren M Keira	O Taylor S Alasdair W

Mia H Keira O Oliver	T Layla S Aaliyah K

Lottie S Oliver T Kyle	B Lauren B Lewis C

Clayton D Kyle B Amera	B Joel W Ruby B

Daniel B Amera B Ayla	B Sophie M Maddy B

Megan	M	 Ayla B Amaiah	W Daniella M Jamie S

Amaiah W Freddie C

Isabella W

Sails and Oars is a monthly publication by Stockport School. For information or contributions, 
please contact sailsandoars@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

Bronze Award

Year 8 Year 9 Year 10

Isabella F Romie B Jay H

Dylan R Sophie N

Ethan B Kaan F

Summer-Leigh B Zak S
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