
Sails and Oars
F R O M  T H E  H E A D  T E A C H E R 


Dear Parents, Carers and Students, 

I am pleased once again, to introduce our latest edition of Sails and Oars, which in this edition 
just prior to the much-awaited Easter break, includes an amazing array of activity, demonstrating 
yet again, just how vibrant and supportive of opportunity and enhancement our school is. 

You may be aware that during the past couple of weeks, I have taken time during assemblies to 
speak to all students across all Year groups, as well as all staff, regarding our school community 
and culture, and in particular, the core values that we pride ourselves on as members of Stockport 
School, much of which is always evident in these editions of Sails and Oars. 

From speaking to so many of our students and staff, it is abundantly clear that there is a great 
sense of pride amongst our community, which is built upon a very high level of respect and 
appreciation of the incredible opportunities and of the very high standards and expectations that 
the school is committed to delivering upon for all. 

The original Latin school motto, which it still retains today, is “Velis et Remis” which translates to 
“with Sails and Oars”. It describes going ‘all out’ or ‘pulling out all the stops’ to accomplish a feat. 
The meaning of the original motto is still very much evident in the culture of high expectation, 
dedication and commitment that our staff and students display in their work and study. 

Our clear intent now as we move forward towards Easter and the final and very important part of 
the academic year, and beyond into future years, is for us to continue in our very determined and 
consistent efforts to provide the very best opportunities, support and guidance for all of our 
students and to challenge each of them to achieve their very highest individual academic 
potential. We obviously have a very important term ahead, with GCSE examinations to be taken, 
new Year 7 induction to begin ahead of September, and for all other Year groups to continue with 
their progress towards success. 

In order to help us achieve these important aims, we as a school community, have agreed to 
refocus our attention and commitment, aiming for personal success and also wider school 
community improvement of standards. To help us achieve these bold objectives, I have asked all 
of our students to ensure that they take pride in being a student of Stockport School, and to 
demonstrate a consistent commitment to our values. I have also reminded staff of the importance 
in us all working consistently to continue to provide great opportunity, and to deliver upon and 
uphold the very highest standards in our work, role modelling high expectations for all students, 
which in turn we importantly expect all students to actively respond to in a respectful and positive 
fashion. 

So, so many of our fabulous students already of course show a brilliant commitment to school and 
conduct themselves impeccably every day, in almost all aspects, including in their respectful 
behaviours towards their peers and staff, in the standard of their uniform and appearance, in their 
commitment towards a near perfect attendance and punctuality to all lessons, and in their 
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Y E A R  1 0  &  1 1  L A K E  D I S T R I C T  T R I P

The year 10 and 11 students had the 
best time away for two nights in the 
beautiful Borrowdale valley.  We took 
part in lots of fun activities such as 
ghyll scrambling, archery, coracle 
building, geography olympics, night 
walking, jumping off bridges, room 
inspection fun, indoor climbing as well 
as a wander up to a stone circle which 
predates Stonehenge! 

Students and staff thoroughly enjoyed 
our time away in the hills of the lake 
district, surrounded by such a 
distinctive landscape linking to the 
physical aspects of the GCSE course.  

Well done to all students on the trip. 
It was an absolute joy to spend time 
with you all. 

important effort and engagement levels in lessons and through the regular completion of 
homework. It is therefore, our firm intent moving forward, to provide even greater recognition and 
reward to all of our students who consistently demonstrate a pride in being part of our Stockport 
School community and of the values that we hold dear. 

I hope you enjoy reading this latest edition of Sails and Oars, and of learning more about what has 
been going on in and around our school community over recent weeks, as well as what future 
opportunities there may be in store during the final summer term after the Easter break. I am 
confident from us continuing to work together as a team and as a strong school community, we will 
continue to do the right things for our students and for the good of our wider 
school community, which will ultimately support continued success and 
achievement amongst our hard-working students. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Mr I. R. Irwin 

Headteacher 





M U S I C

The music department have had a very busy time since Christmas with a Winter Concert in 
January, GCSE solo exam day in February, London Trip and workshops from the Northern 
Chamber Orchestra in March being just a couple of events to mention. 

Composing success! 

Dylan F (11P) has completed his GCSE music free choice composition 
this month which he has written for a full brass band. The amazing piece 
of work which acts as an overture piece to the Shakespeare play Macbeth 
wowed the staff in the music department so much that it became a 
mission to find a Brass Band who could perform it live for Dylan. Only the 
best would do!  

On Thursday 24th March, Dylan went to Sandbach to hear no other than 
the World famous Foden’s Brass Band perform his GCSE composition. Foden's Brass Band is 

based in Cheshire, UK and is currently ranked as one of the finest brass 
bands in the world.  The band has won many awards over its 100 year 
plus history including the National Brass Band Championships of Great 
Britain 15 times and the British Open Championships 12 times.  The 
band are world renowned for playing of the highest quality and 
perform regularly for audiences across the UK and overseas. Dylan was 
blown away by the opportunity to hear his piece played for him and 
can’t wait to receive the recording to send off with his final GCSE 
coursework. Here is Dylan waiting to hear his piece outside the band 
room.  

The Northern Chamber Orchestra, Matt Sharp and CDL at Stockport 

School 

Those of you at the school pre-pandemic might remember the Northern Chamber Orchestra 
coming into Stockport School to work with students and feeder primaries. After many discussions 
and much organisation, we were able to welcome The Northern Chamber Orchestra and soloist 
Matt Sharp back into Stockport School to carry out workshops and a concert. On 2nd March two 
members of the orchestra, Naomi and Jamie, came in to work with a selection of Year 7, 8s, 10s 
and 11s on a composing project. Students had a fab time coming up with melodic ideas which 
were then turned into our very own Stockport School Rondo piece. On 28th March we welcomed 
in the orchestra who performed a series of GCSE AQA specification related pieces including the 
Mozart’s Clarinet Concerto. During the 
concert, students from Dial Park, St George’s 
and Stockport School all came together to 
perform with the orchestra. Around 100 
students from Stockport School were invited 
to watch the concert and a fab time was had 
by all. A big thank you to the orchestra, 
Jamie, Naomi, Matt and CDL for making it all 
a fantastic and inspiring project. 





Century Stars 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11

Josh U 

Charlotte-Portia B 

Jacob R

Owen T 

Kearan B 

Arthur T 

Logan B

Lewis T 

Daisy T 

Caitlin D

Rhys M 

Dalal A 

Kaiden M

Kade B 

Maddie T 

Claudia H

S C I E N C E  


What have we been studying? What is coming next?

Year 7

7B: Sexual reproduction in 
animals 
7F: Acids & Alkalis  
7J: current electricity

7C: Muscles and Bones 
7G: The particle Model 
7K: Forces

Year 8

8C: Breathing and respiration 
8G: Metals and their uses 
8K: Energy transfers 
Chemistry core practical skills

8C: Breathing and respiration 
8G: Metals and their uses 
8K: Energy transfers 
Chemistry core practical skills

Year 9

B1: Core concepts in Biology 
C1: Atomic structure & The 
periodic table 
P3: Conservation of energy

B1: Core concepts in Biology 
C1: Atomic structure & The periodic table 
P3: Conservation of energy

Year 
10

B4: Natural Selection and Genetic 
Modification 
6: Calculations involving masses 
P8P9 Forces and their effects

B5: Health, disease and development of 
medicines 
7: Electrolysis 
P10 Electricity

Year 
11

Finishing the course and revising 
Finishing the course and revising 
Finishing the course and revising

EXAMS 2022 
EXAMS 2022 
EXAMS 2022

It has been nice to see students to continue to engage in both theoretical and practical science. 
Year 9 students have now begun their journey along the GCSE Science curriculum. Students have 
been getting to grips with some of the basics of science and even started to look into some of 
their core practicals. As we move closer to the summer the first set of exams in 2 years are about 
to take place. Year 11 are revising well in preparation for this. We wish them all good luck! 

Enrichment 

Students have been attending study sessions 
well over the past few weeks! It will be good 
to see this continue. Remember the study 
sessions on a Monday for years 10 and 11 (11 
– Red week, 10 – Blue week). Students should 
head over to 213 in the first instance and then 
they can be directed to an appropriate 
classroom. 

Science and Art 

Students in science and art have begun a new 
project. We have been investigating the 
perfect combination of paint, paper and string 
to create some really cool pendulum art. 
Students have created some lovely pieces of 
work during the trials but we’ve still not 
mastered the perfect pendulum! 



YEAR 9 ROTATION THE STORY OF THE  MANCHESTER WORKER 

T E X T I L E S



H I S T O R Y

It has been another busy term, and our history students across all year groups have once again 
demonstrated their commitment, enthusiasm, hard work and engagement within lessons. It has 
been lovely to give so much positive feedback during this term’s parents’ evenings.	
We hope all history students and families are able to enjoy a restful Easter holiday, in preparation 
for another busy term.	
During March we were able to take a group of Year 11 students to London as part of a revision 
trip for their Crime and Punishment Unit of Study. 
We visited the Natural 
History Museum, 
completed a Jack the 
Ripper walking tour and 
visited the London 
Dungeons. 
The students were 
superbly behaved, 
demonstrated a very 
positive attitude, and 
judging by the screams 
and jumps and constant 
laughter in the London 
Dungeons, they had an 
amazing time. 



We would like to encourage parents/carers to remind Year 11 students of the Additional Study 
sessions being run by the department during the Easter holidays.	

English Heritage are running a series of inspiring 
historical visits for all age groups during Spring and 
Summer which you may wish to discuss or visit. 	
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/ for further 
information.

The National Trust also have a wide 
variety of local historical places and parks 
to visit this Spring. 	
Visit https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/  for 
further ideas and examples	

Easter Activities

This half term all Y10 students watched a 
performance of ‘Macbeth’ in the Main Hall.  

This was a brilliant production using just three 
actors and a bag of props. Students enjoyed 
seeing the play come alive on stage and it’s 
helped them prepare for their GCSEs next year.

L I V E  T H E A T R E  A T  S T O C K P O R T  S C H O O L

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/


Beloved li)le me. 

Author of my jour4ey 

Father to my life 

Dancing devil in my dreams, I 

hereby leave you. 

Beloved li)le me. 

Endure the li)le life you had, 

Daughter of mother ear@h. 

Before now you were Bagile, not... 

Broken: 

Daughter of nothing. No one. 

Beloved li)le me. 

Enjoy the death before you 

But save your tears. 

Don’t crG for me, sweet child. 

Don’t sob for me 

Don’t tear your eyes out for me 

DisgHise your pain; 

Broken isolated me. 

DisgHise your anger; 

Bi)er naive me. 

Beloved li)le me 

Enter the world of sorKow with 

me. 

But retHr4 with haste, they will 

tKap you there. 

Danger is out there, beckoning 

for your gKeeting. Yet, 

Do not worKG, sweet child. 

Don’t laugh for me 

Don’t leap for me 

Don’t dance, and sing, and show 

love for me. 

Begin to forget me, a mere 

memorG is all I ask. 

Dream of my jour4ey, 

Beloved li)le me 

Bonne nuit, Je vais vous laisser...

You Can Only Take So Much  

by Eleanor H 
  
I asked you to go away, 
But not for this long. 
I asked you not to help, 
Now I'm not so strong. 
  
I asked you to be quiet, 
But now I miss your voice. 
I asked you to reassess, 
Now you have no choice. 
  
I told you not to hold me, 
But now I miss your arms. 
I told you not to care, 
Now I'm mentally disarmed. 
  
I told you I could manage, 
But now I've given way. 
I told you not to guide me, 
Now I've fallen astray. 
  
I demanded independence, 
But you were my only friend. 
I yelled I don't love you, 
A mother's love does end. 

Y 9  E N G L I S H  P O E T R Y  &  P E R S U A S I V E  W R I T I N G

Je Te Laisserai  

by Phoebe A



Cold… it’s so very cold, 
And yet I’m not bothered at all,  
as I feel myself glide forwards,  
I know, this is where I belong. 
  
The feel of the cold icy air flow into my 
face. 
faster, Faster, FASTER 
Speed is key,  
As my blades run along the solid ice both in 
unison, 
I know, this is where I belong. 
  
I love it,  
As I spin in the air, the moment my foot lands 
down on the ice, 
As I glide backward, and I know that I am safe, 
I know, this is where I belong. 
  
The feeling of coming here every time,  
Early in the mornings, 
It’s a light in the dark, 

A place I am safe to be me,  
My friends around me, a constant cushion for 
when I fall, 
Never judging just helping, always there, 
I know, this is where I belong. 
  
Where I know I am in control 
No one else can stop me, 
 I am my own limit, 
And I will never stop trying, 
This place, 
This place… 
Is where I Belong. 

The place where I belong  

by Katie W



Stockport School's finest alumni 
students visited year 9, 10 and 
11 students on Friday 11th 
March - our first Alumni Day in 3 
years! Ms Patkin and Ms Hatton 
invited back Joseph Cartwright, 
Cameron Jenner, Cleo Johnson, 
Frank Baker, Megan Chilton, 
Esther Hulley and Harley Pine, 
who are all about to embark on a 
range of different pathways at 
many impressive universities, 
including the highly challenging 
institution: Oxford!  

They spent their morning talking to KS4 
students about their GCSEs and specifically 
about future study in science beyond KS4. 
They were then treated to a tour of the new 
build and got to see all of the exciting 
renovations that have taken place over the 
last 18 months! Some of them were 
particularly jealous they didn't get to 
have these lovely classrooms! They 
ended the day visiting year 9s to 
discuss options and what college life 
was like. All student feedback has been 
incredibly positive and we are hoping to 
invite the alumni students back this 
summer to have further discussions 
regarding life after school!  

Ms Patkin and Ms Hatton would like to thank 
all of the alumni students, Stockport School 
students and staff for supporting this 
wonderful event. 

A L U M N I  V I S I T



International Harry Potter Night in 
February was celebrated in the LRC 
with a grand Hogwarts House Quiz.  
Students and staff were sorted into 
their Hogwarts Houses to take part in 
a fiendishly difficult quiz based on the 
Harry Potter series of books by JK 
Rowling, devised by the Librarian/LRC 
Manager Mrs Godrich. 

The teams were given an increasingly 
difficult set of questions to test their 
Potter knowledge.  So great was the interest 
in the event from the staff that they had their 
own team as well as staff members heading 
up the Gryffindor, Ravenclaw, Hufflepuff and 
Slytherin teams. 

All teams performed incredibly well and the 
scores were all very close.  It came down to a 

tie-breaker between Gryffindor and the staff 
team, but the students were able to estimate 
the number of words used in the book series 
more accurately than the staff.  Therefore, in 
the words of Albus Dumbledore in Harry 

Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone “Gryffindor 
win the House Cup!”  The winning team 
consisted of Ms Jennings, Mathilda W-O (Year 
9), Rhiannon F (Year 7), William O (Year 7), 
Isaac W (Year 7) and Isla C-S (Year 7). 

Congratulations should also go to the staff 
team for being so close to victory: Ms Oaks, 
Mrs Rosser, Ms Swift and Mr Stonehouse. 

Fancy dress was the order of the afternoon 
with many robes and wands being flourished.  
Hats off to Ms Oaks as Nymphadora Tonks, 
Mrs Rosser as Professor Sprout, Ms Jennings 
as Mrs Weasley and Mrs Godrich as Madame 
Pince, the Hogwarts Librarian. 

Great fun was had by all with the staff and 
students clamouring for a rematch next year.

C E L E B R A T I N G  H A R R Y  P O T T E R  I N  T H E  L R C

Ravenclaw  

Ms Cawthorne

Hufflepuff  

Ms Seller

Slytherin  

Mr Starczan

Dylan C (Y7) 

Caitlin B (Y9) 

Artemis R (Y7) 

Scarlet S (Y7) 

Maisie C (Y7)

Keira P (Y7) 

Lacey K (Y7) 

Izzy W (Y9) 

Harrison H (Y7) 

Lola B (Y7)

Amelia O (Y8) 

Erin P (Y7) 

Alex B (Y7) 

Antoni S (Y8) 

Roxy A (Y9) 



D U K E  O F  E D I N B U R G H  A W A R D

In March, our Year 10 DofE students managed their longest walk yet! This time the 
goal was to have the students leading the way and really putting their navigation 
skills to the test. I am pleased to report that all groups found their way around the 
route and got back to Disley in one piece. They have really grown in confidence with 
a map and compass! We also were lucky to be blessed with a gorgeous sunny spring 
day – which showed off the colours of the English countryside! The spectacular 
views were all topped with a beautiful clear blue sky. A great day was had by all. 
Thank you, as ever, to the students for their high spirits, and to the staff who 
supported, for their efforts and time. 



B O C C I A  T O U R N A M E N T  A T  S T O C K P O R T  S C H O O L

The Wednesday lunchtime Boccia club were 
delighted to have the opportunity to host a 
mini tournament at Stockport School.  On 
Tuesday 15th March we welcomed players 
from Cheadle Hulme High School and 
Aquinas College.   

We are frequently asked what Boccia is 
(pronounced “Bot-cha”) so thought we should 
briefly explain.  It’s a Paralympic sport which 
was first introduced in 1984.  From a seated 
position, players bowl either red or blue 
balls and try to land them as close to the 
white marker (or Jack) as they can.   

We competed on the day in teams of three 
and the five teams from Stockport all 
played at least three games each.  We then 
had a nail biting final between two of the 
Stockport teams.  The winning team of Max 
B, Aaron C and Owen T were delighted to 
win and justifiably proud of the medals they 
received.   Mrs Downs, Mrs Critchley and 
Mrs Warren were incredibly proud of all the 

players, they represented Stockport school 
brilliantly and were incredibly sportsmanlike, 
two of our students (Dean M and Alex N) even 
made a mixed team with a student from 
Aquinas to make sure everyone could take 
part as much as possible. We look forward to 
being able to take part in more tournaments 
in the future

Sails and Oars is a monthly publication by Stockport School. For information or contributions, 
please contact sailsandoars@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 
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