
Sails and Oars
From the Head Teacher

Dear Parents, Carers and Students,  

Welcome to our final edition of ‘Sails and 
Oars’ this academic year, which in our last 
edition before we break up for the much-
awaited summer holiday, we will once again 
share some of the amazing work, activities 
and achievements of our school community 
that have taken place during the final few 
weeks of the year.  

In this edition, you will see many of our 
students and staff happily engaging in 
enriching activities that bring such life to the 
school curriculum and will hopefully leave 
joyful long-lasting memories for our students 
in the years to come. It has been brilliant, 
especially in a year like no other, that we have 
been able to reinstate opportunities for our 
students to partake in competitive but fun, 
sports day activity, inter-form sports, House 
competitions, as well as geographical field 
trips, food festivals, together with 
many other enriching trips, visits and 
activities over recent weeks. This has 
been brilliant to see and long may it 
continue!  

It was also extremely uplifting to 
read so many of the applications 
from our Year 10 students whom 
recently applied to become a Prefect 
or Senior Prefect for start of next 
year, and in particular, to observe 
such strong, confident and articulate 
young people present on why they 
want to proudly represent their 
school and how they want to give 
something back to the school and 
also help it continue to move 
forward.  

In terms of appointing our new Head and 
Deputy Head Boys and Girls, it has been 
incredibly difficult to decide upon this year, 
due to the quality and strength of the 
shortlisted applicants. I am delighted to 
inform you that Izzy T has been appointed to 
the role of Head Girl, and Stan O to the role 
of Head Boy for 2021/22. Izzy and Stan will be 
very ably supported in their roles by Maddie T 
as Deputy Head Girl, and Sam P as Deputy 
Head Boy.  

After receiving excellent applications, we 
have also finalised the remainder of those 
students taking on the roles of Senior Prefect 
and Prefect, in advance of them all beginning 
their responsibilities in September. It is an 
incredibly strong Prefect team and they 
should all be very proud of their 
achievements.  
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Stockport School Street Food Festival
Stockport School held its first Street Food event on Wednesday.  

Year 10 Catering students cooked up a storm - preparing dozens of meat and veggie burgers, 
jerk chicken and salt and pepper chips. Staff, students and construction workers pre-ordered their 
meals and collected the take aways to enjoy. 

It was a huge success and students and staff look forward to an even bigger event in the future!

In this final edition of the 2020/21 academic 
year, I would like to congratulate and thank all 
of our students for their incredible dedication 
and resilience during a year of great challenge. 
As individuals and together as a school 
community, we have supported each other and 
have gained great strength from our unity. As 
such, I have witnessed many brilliant 
achievements across the school this year which 
is testament to our determination and 
togetherness.  

I would now very much like to wish all of our 
students, parents/carers, and staff, all the very 
best for an enjoyable and thoroughly well-

deserved summer holiday. I hope that you are 
able to enjoy it safely and happily with your 
friends and family, proud in your knowledge of 
what you have been able to achieve and 
contribute this year. I very much look forward 
to seeing you all again, safely back in school in 
September.  

Thank you for your continued support.  

 

Mr I. R. Irwin 

Headteacher 



PE
After days of glorious sunshine, Sports Day arrived - at the same time as a wet and grey Monday 
morning. However, despite the lack of sun the pupils shone. Cheering, endeavour, adrenalin and 
sweat (!) filled the air and all pupils did their very best to be a credit to their houses. Races were run, 
take offs were measured and jumped and implements were thrown (although we did have to stop 
the discus at break as they became too slippy to hold safely). 

Cheering was as rapturous as ever and amidst the excitement, four new school records were set.  

A special thanks to year 10 GCSE PE students who competed before break with the year 9s and 10s 
and then returned after break to assist with the year 7 and 8s in a leadership role.  

Record Breakers 

Congratulations to the 
following for setting new 
school records: 

Y7   Andrea M 200m 

Y7   Filip B      Long Jump  

Y8   Grace B    Javelin  

Y9   Kyle F  Discus  



Geography

What an amazing time we've had on the field trips over the last few weeks!   

The year 8 students thoroughly enjoyed their time at the river.   Students collected primary data to 
investigate how a river changes across a meander by measuring both the depth and velocity.  They 
were fantastic in getting involved, especially in drenching Mr Starczan!

Summer Quiz 

Why not test your geography knowledge 
with the Big Geography Summer Quiz! 

There are 10 rounds from “places and 
landmarks” to “where am I” and “pandemic 
problems”. 

https://www.discover-the-world.com/study-
trips/the-big-geography-quiz-summer-2021/ 

https://www.discover-the-world.com/study-trips/the-big-geography-quiz-summer-2021/
https://www.discover-the-world.com/study-trips/the-big-geography-quiz-summer-2021/


Year 9 had a lovely walk up Mam Tor to measure the human impact on an upland area and then a 
quick visit to Castleton village to look at a honeypot village.  Again, the students were an absolute 
pleasure, working well as teams to support each other throughout the day.   

History
We would like to wish all our students, 
parents, carers and families a very 
relaxed summer break following a year 
of immense challenges for all. 

We would like to thank all our History 
students for their dedication and hard 
work this year, and to parents and 
carers for supporting the students 
throughout the year. 

We have included some links to 
activities which students may be 
interested in during the summer 
holidays. 

Any budding artists can enter the 
Platinum Emblem Jubilee 
competition. 

We have also included a link to 
Historic UK, with details of interesting 
historic sites to visit across the country. 

Any budding sleuths may wish to put 
their code cracking skills to use. 

Summer Sleuths! 

Your mission is to cover the miles, crack 

the codes and uncover the message you need 

to deliver to Winston Churchill before time 

runs out. From 1st July, take on our 50 mile 

London mission, our 100 mile Paris 

mission or our brand new 30 mile Cairo 

mission and crack the codes as you go. With 

three levels of codes; junior, codebreaker 

and cypher expert to tackle, get the whole 

family together this summer. You have one 

month, recruit. 

h"ps://www.historic-uk.com/  

h"ps://www.vam.ac.uk/info/the-pla9num-jubilee-emblem-
compe99on 

h"ps://events.soldierscharity.org/opera9on-bletchley?
utm_medium=email&utm_source=sprint&utm_campaign=10t
hbriefing

https://events.soldierscharity.org/event/operation-bletchley-london-2021/home%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://events.soldierscharity.org/event/operation-bletchley-london-2021/home%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://events.soldierscharity.org/event/operation-bletchley-paris-2021/home%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://events.soldierscharity.org/event/operation-bletchley-paris-2021/home%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://events.soldierscharity.org/event/operation-bletchley-cairo-2021/home%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://events.soldierscharity.org/event/operation-bletchley-cairo-2021/home%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.historic-uk.com/
https://www.vam.ac.uk/info/the-platinum-jubilee-emblem-competition
https://www.vam.ac.uk/info/the-platinum-jubilee-emblem-competition
https://events.soldierscharity.org/operation-bletchley?utm_medium=email&utm_source=sprint&utm_campaign=10thbriefing
https://events.soldierscharity.org/operation-bletchley?utm_medium=email&utm_source=sprint&utm_campaign=10thbriefing
https://events.soldierscharity.org/operation-bletchley?utm_medium=email&utm_source=sprint&utm_campaign=10thbriefing


We have included a 
number of interesting and 
unusual facts about the 
month of July. 

You may wish to research 
and discuss some of these 
examples together and 
learn all about the origins 
of this changing month and 
even some knowledgeable 
history facts. 

Lying between June and 
August, July is the seventh 
month of the Gregorian 
calendar. 

As we’re at the beginning 
of the second half of the 
year, it’s a great time to 
start on a new foot. 

Like all other months, July 
has a pretty storied history 
worth taking a closer look 
at! 

So, let’s do just that and 
look at the origins of the 
month, the interesting 
observances it has, and 
some significant points in 
history that happened to 
fall in July! 

July was named after the 
famous Roman general 
Julius Caesar by the Roman 
senate as it was the month 
he was born in. Julius 
Caesar was a formidable 
military general and 
statesman who was largely 

responsible for changing the 
Roman Republic into the 
Roman Empire. The month 
was previously called 
Quintilis (Latin for fifth) as it 
was the fifth month of the 
10-month-long ancient 
Roman calendar. 

As the second month of 
Summer, July is, on average, 
the warmest month of the 
year in the northern 
hemisphere. Its southern 
hemisphere equivalent 
is January. 

In the southern hemisphere, 
though, July is, on average, 
the coldest month of the 
year, being the second 
month of winter. 

In early July, a period of time 
called the “dog days of 
summer” begins. Historically 
they were observed within 
Ancient Roman and Greek 
astrology and were 
connected with bad luck, 
mad dog attacks, 
unexpected thunderstorms, 
heat and drought. They 
gained their name as “dog 
days” as they were 
connected with the star 
Sirius, which is part of the 
Canis Major (Greater Dog) 
star system.  

Julius Caesar wasn’t the only 
military genius born in July. 
Alexander the Great was 
another important historical 
figure who changed the 
shape of the world and was 
born somewhere around July 
20, 356 BC. Other famous 
people born in July include 

famous former South African 
leader Nelson Mandela. 

 

The Anglo-Saxons had 
multiple names for the 
month of July, including 
Maed-monath and Hey-
monath. Respectively, these 
translated into “the 
flowering of meadows” and 
“hay month.” 

On July 4, 1776, the 13 
American colonies declared 
their independence from the 
British monarchy. The 4th of 
July, formally known as 
Independence Day, has been 
a federal holiday since 1870 
in the United States of 
America. 

July isn’t just the month for 
Independence Day, though. 
There are plenty of other 
great holidays observed 
around the world! July 2nd is 
World UFO Day, while July 
3rd is Stay out of the Sun 
Day. In the US, July 6th is a 
pretty delicious day, as it’s 
National Fried Chicken Day! 
we also have International 
Tiger Day on July 29th.

 

July in history



July has some pretty delicious 
month-long observances, 
too! In the US, at least there 
are three, in particular, that 
stand out – It’s 
National Watermelon Month, 
National Hot Dog Month, and 
National Ice Cream Month. 
Yum! 

On July 25, 1909, Louis 
Bleriot became the first man 
to fly an aircraft from one 
country to another 
successfully. He took off from 
the coast of France and 
landed across the channel 
near Dover, England. 

There are two star signs 
which fall in the month of 
July. If you’re born 
before July 22nd, then your 
star sign is Cancer. If you’re 
born after this day, from July 
23rd onward, then you’re a 
Leo. Those born under the 
sign of Cancer are said to be 
loyal friends with great 
emotional depth, and those 
born under the sign of Leo 
are said to be very proud 
people who display great 
leadership. 

July 12, 1943, was an 
explosive day. On this day, 
Russian and German forces 
fought the largest tank battle 
in history, with 900 tanks on 
either side obliterating each 

other at close range. After a 
cease-fire was ordered and 
the smoke cleared, there 
were only 300 German tanks 
left standing. 

It’s also in July that crop 
circles start to appear in fields 
of corn. For the most part, 
Crop circles have only started 
appearing since the 1970s, 
although there have been a 
number of cases sporadically 
reported throughout history. 

Despite it being the first 
month in the second half of 
the year, July 1st is not 
actually the middle of the 
year. In a regular non-leap 
year, the midpoint is actually 
on July 2nd at 1 pm. 

July has two birth flowers – 
the water lily and the larkspur. 
The water lily is a symbol of a 
pure heart, while the larkspur 
(especially its white form) 
represents the lightness of 
the heart. 

The birthstone of July is the 
ruby, considered by many to 
be the king of gems. At one 
point in time, it was 
considered to protect 

warriors on the field of battle 
if it was embedded in their 
armour. Nowadays, as a 
birthstone, it’s said to protect 
against evil. 

July was an important time 
for the space race of the ’60s. 
The first crewed mission to 
the moon, the Apollo 11 
Mission, launched on July 16, 
1969. Four days later, on July 
20, 1969, Neil Armstrong 
made history by taking the 
first step on the moon while 
declaring, “That’s one small 
step for man, one giant leap 
for mankind!”. 

 

July 16, 1945, was another 
big day for the world and a 
step down a very dark period 
of history. It was on this day in 
Alamogordo, New Mexico, 
that the first atomic bomb 
was detonated. The bomb 
was called “Fat Boy,” and its 
explosion sure was fat – the 
mushroom cloud was 41,000 
feet (12.5 kilometers) high!



English

Ayla B

Jia Yi X

Lacey S

Kade F

Sam S Summer B

Pupils at Stockport School have excelled in 
their L.A.M.D.A  (London Academy of Music & 
Dramatic Art) exams this year! All pupils 
passed with  Merits and Distinctions. 

After a very difficult year, during which the 
pupils had to study virtually for months, (a real 
challenge for the performing arts) we are so 
proud of them. They took exams ranging from 
Grade 1 – to Grade 5 and the results were 
more than we could have hoped for.  

Kathryn Delaney, the Little Voices 
drama teacher did wonders when we 
had to move to the virtual platform and 
produced excellent creative ideas for 
the pupils to work with.  Last year’s 
pupils wrote their own monologues 
which Mrs Stone is arranging to be 
published. These were also recorded 
by professional actors. 

This year the exams went ahead with all 

COVID precautions in place in the school.  We 
have not held them in Stockport School 
before; the LAMDA examiner was very 
impressed with the drama studio, Mrs Stone’s 
hospitality and the quality and demeanour of 
the pupils. A credit to the school.  

If you are interested in taking LAMDA lessons 
in September, contact Mrs Stone.

This term, students have been studying 
novels in English. Here are some examples 
of excellent homework projects completed 
by Year 8 students for Lord of the Flies.

Drama



Science
The final half of the summer term has been a productive 
and enjoyable one in science! 

•Year 10 students have completed and reflected on their 
mock performance ready to act in September as they begin 
Year 11. 

•Year 9 students have been rising to the challenge from 
face-to-face GCSE learning and are looking to continue as 
they move into Year 10. 

•Year 7 and Year 8 have both studied summer topics that 
have lent themselves to a wider variety of learning, such as, 
bottle rockets and writing lyrics to cool rock songs and raps. 

8J Space and beyond – 

Bottle rockets 

Aim: Revise forces acting on 
objects and their effects, whilst 
considering how we explore 
space. 

Recently, Sir Richard 
Branson may have won the 
race to travel to the edge 
of space, but one day more 
of us might make the trip.

8H Rocks – Lyric writing 

Revising the key points about different types of rocks and 
how they are formed. 

Rock or rap!? 

Well here’s a rap about rock…. 

[CHORUS] 

When moving air or water slows down, 

it deposits any sediments in the ground. 

I’m talking igneous made from magma or lava, 

when it cools down it gets harder and harder. 

[LINK] 

Metamorphic rocks are made from interlocking crystals, 

more locked than a security system. 

Some rocks are hard, some rocks are porous, 

now let’s take it back to our chorus. 

[CHORUS] 

[END] 

Weathering and erosion is the wearing away, 

like a car's tyres on the motorway. 

They get smaller and smaller until they’re gone 

dissipating slowly ‘til there’s not one. 

Written and performed by Sam C, Joel H, Grace B and 
Connor J during their revision lesson on the KS3 topic, 
Rocks



July Awards
Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10

Brendan J 

Ted W 

Zoe G 

Sam M 

Ethan R

Declan C 

Archie C 

Abbie E 

Eleanor T 

Eleanor H

Alice K 

Dalal A 

Ewan C 

Rebecca W-W 

Alice A

Claudia H 

George P 

Annia B 

Milly A 

Lucy A

Eco-cakes 

Year 7 did not miss out on 
the creative opportunities 
available, with one Year 7 
class taking creative 
homework to the next level! 

As part of the 7D 
Ecosystems topic, students 
were asked to find out about 
an animal of their choice, 
along with adaptions it has 

to survive in its habitat. 
Students brought in all sorts 
of homework including: fact 
files, posters, PowerPoints, a 
beautiful painting and some 
very yummy cakes. Two 
students in particular made 
exceptional cakes. Brilliant!

Tia C produced an ocean-
themed cake with edible sea 

turtles and crabs.

Elizabeth R’s carrot cake 
featured penguins popping 
out of the ice (buttercream 

icing). The cake also models 
the melting Antarctic ice caps - 
the cake purposely crumbled 

when pulled apart. 

Century Stars 

Both the top July and 2020-2021 Century Stars are recognised in this 
edition. A massive well done to all the students who have engaged with 
Century nuggets, the biggest reward will be seen in the longterm as your 
grades and independent learning skills improve! 

2020-21 Award

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11

Brendan J Archie C Alice K Claudia H Harry C

A ‘hundred’ cheers for all! All these students will receive the highest house point 
award available, a P5-Commendation. 



Miss Wetherell and Miss Downs would like to 
pass on a massive thank you to all of their 
regular scientists for their enthusiasm and 
dedication to Science Club. Monday 
afternoon enrichment sessions have been 
enjoyed by all and both teachers have loved 
doing the experiments just as much as the 
students!  

Science clubbers were asked what their 
favourite experiment or activity was, and here 
are some of the responses: 

“Science Club has had a lot of great practicals 
but my personal favourite has to be the time 
we launched bottle rockets into the air using 
water and air pressure. With the help of a 
bicycle pump, we were able to launch the 
bottles up to 10 meters into the air.” – Antoni 
S 

“My favourite practical was the bottle rockets. 
We filled lots of different shaped bottles with 
however much water we wanted. Then we 
went out into onto the field, and we pumped 
them full of air. Then they flew into the air 
with the water to launch them up. They flew 
several metres up into the air and then fell 
back down when all the water ran out. 
Antoni’s flew the highest of all of ours and it 
landed very far away. It was my favourite 
because it was very fun seeing those rockets 
fly around using just water and air.” – Lucas 
M 

“I think that Science Club is an opportunity to 
do experiments, research and practicals that 
you never got time to do in class. For 

example, one week we swabbed several 
places around the classroom to observe the 
growth of bacteria; this helped us enhance 
our knowledge in bacterial growth. We also 
do physics like we fill plastic bottles with 
water and used a pump to blast them into the 
sky and had a competition on who could get 
them the highest. It really helps you to learn 
things you always wanted to know but just 
couldn't do.” – Arthur T 

“I really enjoy science club because it gives us 
more time to work on experiments and 
discover new things about Mars and the 
Universe. I really love learning about space 
and spending time with my friends. Thank 
you.” – Sam M  

Look out for more science enrichment 
activities in September.

Science Club 



HegartyMaths Super School Again! 

We are delighted to say that Stockport School is one of the top-performing schools for the 
second year in a row on HegartyMaths. Only a small number schools make the Super Schools list 
each year and it can only happen when the students in a school are inspired to apply serious 
elbow grease on their Maths homework. HegartyMaths is now in half the secondary schools in the 
country, so we are proud to say we are associated with some of the best Maths Departments in 
the nation.  

We have improved in our medal tally from 3 last year to 4 this year. As a school we have 
collectively achieved medals for the following categories: 

Maths

Completing 796,421 Questions! Averaging Over 16 Hours of Homework per 
Pupil

Watching Over 7 Months of Videos Successfully Achieving 7,591 MemRi Goals!

Next year let’s go for a clean sweep and win medals in all 5 activities. The only one we missed on 
was unique skills done well per student. We needed 50 per pupil and narrowly missed out by 
achieving 41. 

Independent Learning List 

This term’s winners for the Independent Learning List raffles are: 

Claudia H – 10   Perry T – 10  Hannah K- 9  Lucas M - 7 

Each student will receive a £5 Love2Shop voucher. To take part in the next draw, download and 
complete a list from the Maths area on Firefly. If you look at your AP3 report card, your Maths 
teacher has recommended one for you. 



French
Well done to the following students who have been nominated by their French teacher for their 
consistent hard work and effort this term! 

7X1 (Miss Thompson) Arthur T, Rita C, Will S-B, Izzy R, Owen T, Yasemin B

7X2 (Mrs Glass) Tailor B, Kayden S, Lilly W

7Y2 (Miss Thompson) Ethan A, Ethan B, Dominique E, James T, Freddie D, Macey K, Jake C

8X2 (Mrs Robinson) Hannah H

8X3 (Miss Charon) Ben W

8Y2 (Miss Charon) Emma H, Harry M

8Y3 (Miss Cousins) Charlotte S

9XY1 (Miss Charon) Rhys M, Eve O, Ellie D

9XY2 (Mrs Glass) Grace J, Gabrielle E, Ruby H, Alice K, Lewis L

9XY4 (Miss Thompson) Isaac M, Cayden P-N

10C2 (Mrs Glass) Evie B, Archie B, Sam P

10C3 (Miss Charon) Daniel B

10C4 (Miss Thompson) Sophie A, Wil B, Nicole M, Joe M, Ruby C

Memrise high fliers 2021

7X1 (Miss Thompson) Leah K, Lizzie G

7X2 (Mrs Glass) Archie C

7Y2 (Miss Thompson) Ethan A, Ethan B

8Y2 (Miss Charon) Rohan N, Layla-Grace W

8Y3 (Miss Cousins) Archie C

9XY1 (Miss Charon) Rhys M

9XY2 (Mrs Glass) Dalal A

9XY4 (Miss Thompson) Cayden P-N

10C2 (Mrs Glass) Million T

10C3 (Miss Charon) Edan W, Nathan W

10C4 (Miss Thompson) Nicole M, Alasdair W, Joe M

Summer holidays in France 

Schools in France have a longer summer holiday than in the UK; they usually start at the 
beginning of July and go back to school at the start of September.  

Like in the UK, there are lots of summer music festivals in France. Some of these specialise in 
certain types of music, such as jazz. One is the Festival de Carcassonne – check out https://
www.festivaldecarcassonne.fr/toutes-les-manifs to see who is playing. This year there are a lot of 
famous French musicians so why not find some YouTube videos of new acts like Vitaa & Slimane, 
or older ones like Jonny Hallyday or Patrick Bruel and see what you think?  

At the end of August every year, the city of Lille (in the north east of France, right near Belgium) 
has a huge outdoor flea market called La Braderie de Lille. You can see a video here that shows 
you what it is like: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vr4GkJyKkuE   

French department news 

Sadly this summer we say goodbye to 
Miss Charon and Miss Thompson. Thank 
you both for your amazing work in the 
department and with our French 
students – we will miss you! Mrs Glass is 
also on maternity leave next academic 
year. We will welcome Ms Mercier and 
Ms Cook to the department.  
We wish all our students a restful, fun 
summer and look forward to seeing you 
in September for more French learning! 

https://www.festivaldecarcassonne.fr/toutes-les-manifs
https://www.festivaldecarcassonne.fr/toutes-les-manifs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vr4GkJyKkuE


Goodbye to Yellow House.       

It has been an absolute pleasure and privilege to be your Head of House since the inception of the 
5 House system. Keep up the winning!     Mrs McKeever  

Beyond the classroom
The Long Furby Club was started this year by 
Mrs Lord, who also makes long furbies herself. 
Long furby making is a relatively new 
subculture that has become an internet 
phenomenon. Creative and imaginative 
year 7 students made their own creatures 
and got together for a picnic in the quad 
to celebrate their achievements.  

Long Furby Club will be extended (pun 
intended) next year, when it will be open 
to more students in other year groups 
and focus on upcycling and trying to beat 
the record for the world's longest furby, 
which is currently 60 feet. We hope to 

meet in Room 126 on Wednesdays after 
school.



Rewards

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10
Headteacher’s Award

Joseph B Ned B

Emily A Olivia R

Ben H Rowan H

James T

Arthur PW

Will S

Alfie K

ManraJ S

Sam M

500 Achievement Points
Lily P Caitlin BB Sophie R Jamie G

Lillie-Grace R Summer B Tremaine B
Finlay B Ethan A Emily F
Issey H Caitlin BB Kade B

Lylah-Grace H Summer B
Platinum Award

Paige V Alyssa B T Jamie O Harrison B

Isabelle G Archie LD Abi W George D

Stefan N Summer M Esme C Millie M

Ruby B Emily W Evie L

Joseph C

Katie W
Gold Award

Izzy B Asha G Oliver S

Louie P Stefan L

Tom B

Beth G

Josh B

Charlie W

Tom B

Harry H

Tyrun P

Sails and Oars is a monthly publication by Stockport School. For information or contributions, 
please contact sailsandoars@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 

mailto:sailsandoars@stockport.stockport.sch.uk

