
Sails and Oars

From the Head Teacher


Dear Parents, Carers and Students, 

I am pleased once again, to introduce our latest edition of Sails and Oars, which covers all that 
has happened since our return for the start of term in January. As ever, Sails and Oars is jam 
packed with an incredible array of student and staff activity, including fascinating features and 
reports of trips, visits and other brilliant enrichment activities that have taken place. There is also 
in this edition, a special History feature marking Holocaust Memorial Day which took place on 
27th January, which is well worth reading. 

As we move forward into the spring, and hopefully with some better weather for us to enjoy in 
the coming weeks, we do so with great enthusiasm at what is ahead of us. Later this term our 
Year 9 students will be very much involved in learning more about what possible GCSE Options 
are available for them to study next year and will be actively involved in the important decision-
making process to select the Options which are most suited and appealing to themselves.  

A good number of our Year 10 students are also now participating in the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award and enjoying all of the new challenges and activity that comes with it. Of course, for our 
Year 11 final year students, they now have an incredibly important few months ahead of them in 
preparation for their GCSE examinations which begin in May. I have however, been immensely 
impressed already by so many of our Year 11 students in terms of their determination to achieve 
and succeed, and to put in every possible effort that they can. Student attendance at after 
school enrichment sessions and towards the new Additional Study Programme which has just 
begun at weekends and over the holiday periods, has been brilliant so far, with students 
showing high levels of active engagement in all of the additional supportive opportunities being 
provided for them. The coming weeks will undoubtedly be very busy and productive ones for all 
of our students and staff! 

I hope you enjoy reading this latest edition of Sails and Oars, and of 
learning more about what has been going on in and around our vibrant 
school community over recent weeks. 

 

Mr I. R. Irwin 

Headteacher 

28 Feb 2022



Music
A massive well done to all the performers in the Winter Concert held on Wednesday 26th 
January. The standard was phenomenal and it was an utter joy to hear live music again. Thank 
you to everyone that came out to support the event. (The students were simply buzzing 
afterwards). There are lots more photos to come but for now we’d like to introduce to you this 
years ‘Stockport School Musician of the Year’, Dylan F (11P). Not only does he play to a fantastic 
standard on piano, bass, cornet and euphonium, he wowed us on the night with his live music 
tech performance. A very deserving winner. Well done everyone.

Science 

Welcome back after a well-deserved Christmas break. Students in years 9 and 10 have come back 
with a fantastic attitude towards their mock exams! We have been really impressed with the way 
students have prepared for the exams and look forward to sharing the results of these with them 
in lessons.  

A huge well done to year 11 too, they have now received their results back and have been going 
through the papers. This is an important time for students to reflect on their own weaknesses and 
improve before the real exams in the summer. 

What have we been studying? What is coming next?

Year 7
7B: Sexual reproduction in animals 
7F: Acids & Alkalis  
7J: current electricity

7C: Muscles and Bones 
7G: The particle Model 
7K: Forces

Year 8

8B: Plants and their reproduction 
8F: The periodic table 
8J: Light  
Biology core practical skills

8C: Breathing and respiration 
8G: Metals and their uses 
8K: Energy transfers 
Chemistry core practical skills

Year 9
9B: Plant growth 
9F: Reactivity 
9J: Force fields and electromagnets

B1: Core concepts in Biology 
C1: Atomic structure & The periodic 
table 
P3: Conservation of energy

Year 
10

B4: Natural Selection and Genetic 
Modification 
5: Acids 
P6: Radioactivity

B5: Health, disease and development of 
mediciens 
6: Calculations involving masses 
7: Electrolysis 
8: Metals 
P6: Radioactivity continued

Year 
11

B8: Exchange and transport in animals 
14: Rates of Reaction 
15: Energy changes 
P12: Magnetism, P14: Particle Model, 
P15: Forces and Matter

B9: Ecosystems and material cycles 
16: Fuels 
17: Earth and atmospheric science 
P12: Magnetism 
P14: Particle Model 
P15: Forces and Matter



Resources for all of these topics can be found on firefly.  

Year 7: https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/science/year-7 

Year 8: https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/science/year-8 

Year 9: https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/science/year-9 

GCSE combined science: https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/science/gcse-combined-science 

GCSE triple science: https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/science/gcse-separate-sciences-triple  

Century Stars 

Congratulations to our Century Stars who have shown extra commitment this past half-term.   

Well done! All these students will receive a P4-Century Star. 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11

Olly W 
Caitlyn S 
Amy S 
Lola C

Lily W 
Mason F 
Oliver C 
Daniel M

Mathilda W 
Katie D 
Safia H 
Layla W

Rhys M 
Grace W 
Alice K 
Lucy L

Maddie T 
Ruby B 
Ava H 

Megan W

On our return to school post-Christmas we 
have begun our enrichment activities again. 
Students have been able to access a huge 
variety of activities. We are starting to push 
the study sessions on a Monday for year’s 10 
and 11 (11 – Red week, 10 – Blue week).  

Astronomy 

As well as our academic offerings we are still 
looking at the additional sides to science. Our 
astronomy club is following the James Webb 
telescope into its final position 1 million miles 
from earth. The telescope was launched on 
Christmas day and after traveling for one 
month arrived at its operational position 
where it will be used to further our 
understanding of our cosmic history! A great 
fact sheet provided by NASA can be found 
here: https://www.jwst.nasa.gov/content/
webbLaunch/assets/documents/
WebbFactSheet.pdf 

You can also look at a huge variety of 
resources on the telescope on NASA’s 
dedicated website here: https://
www.jwst.nasa.gov/index.html  

In our classrooms 

As we start to observe seasonal changes here 
in the UK, our science teachers have all placed 
a narcissus bulb into their classrooms.  

We hope to see them change and grow as we 
move into longer days and warmer weather!

Enrichment 

https://stockport.fireflycloud.net/science/year-7
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https://www.jwst.nasa.gov/content/webbLaunch/assets/documents/WebbFactSheet.pdf
https://www.jwst.nasa.gov/content/webbLaunch/assets/documents/WebbFactSheet.pdf
https://www.jwst.nasa.gov/content/webbLaunch/assets/documents/WebbFactSheet.pdf
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Geography
What a fantastic start to the new year - 

The geography staff wanted to celebrate and share the names of students who have made an 
excellent start to the new year. Well done to everyone working hard in class and completing 
homework, with a special mention to the students below, highlighted by their teachers.

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11

Rhiannon F, 
Archie C, Lydia 
B, Scarlett 
S, Lexi- Grace, 
Aiden H, Joe M, 
Kobe N, Oliver 
H, Artemis R, 
Caleb C, 
Harrison H, 
Daisy M, Isla G, 
Poppy N.H., 
Eloise H.S., 
Amy Severn, 
Jack W and 
Kieran O’B, 
Alex Mc, Dylan 
C, Jacob S, Mia 
M, Charley P & 
Hugh S.

Lucas M, Poppy 
S, Matteo S, 
Lucy B, Archie G, 
David A, Darcie 
A, Kieren D, 
Freddie D, Sahir 
K, Scarlett B, 
Ethan L, James 
T, Isaac H, Leila 
S, Hollie B, 
Sophia T, Ella T, 
Aimee H, Mia B, 
Elsie M, 
Elizabeth R,  
Isobel C, 
Georgie H, 
Sorrel M & 
Amber S.

Archie L-D, 
Verity McC, 
Isabella F, 
Ethan A, Lily 
G, Erin-Lily, 
Oliver T, Alice 
B, Marley G, 
Yas R, Leah P, 
Yahya A, 
Maryam M, 
Eleanor S, 
Archie B, 
Katie L.R, 
Lennox W, 
Callum H, 
Eleanor H, 
Eleanor T & 
Ellen R.

Dalal A, 
Louisa L, 
Grace W, 
Jamie O, 
Esme, 
Meredith, 
Nick S, Jack 
C, Isabel L, 
Isabel R, 
Sophie Mc, 
Lucy C, 
Lauren 
E, Harvey A, 
Chris D, Lucy 
L, Eve O’C, 
Abi S.B., Billy 
W, Jack B & 
Callum S-H.

Dylan F, Lucy 
N, Karen R, 
Ruby S, Stan 
O, Maya W 
Jamie P, 
Harvey B, 
Claudia H, 
Archie B, 
Annie 
S, Annia B, 
Laura G.L, 
Joe M, 
Nathan P, 
Maximus 
T,  Ruby C, 
Mia A 
& Halle B.

Eco-schools update 

Our eco- school committee had a fantastic dinner time, potting hazel tree with Ms Patkin.  They 
are being well looked after in the school garden, ready for them to be planted out on the front 
field once the weather has warmed slightly.   Thank you to all involved.



A 147 year 11 students and 20 teachers had a fantastic 
weekend residential trip to Colomendy in North Wales. 
Activities included crate stacking, algebraic fractions, 
climbing, factorising quadratics, archery, simultaneous 
equations, archery and learning how to use revision 
cards. 

Over the weekend pupils demonstrated their excellent 
resilience, communication and teamwork skills on 
outdoor bound activities as well as being in a great 
position for the maths mock exams. 

The maths resources are all available on the maths 
Firefly pages. 

Maths



Isobel B in year 9 
produced a 'Jekyll 
and Hyde' collage.

English

And other students  
produced ‘culture 
collages’ to go alongside 
our Poems from Different 
Cultures unit

The English department is using collages to explore different topics.





History

We would like to wish all our students, a 
warm welcome back to school this new 
term. The focus of history’s Sails and Oars 
contribution this month is Holocaust 
Memorial Day.  

Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) takes place 
on 27 January each year and is a time to 
remember the millions of people murdered 
during the Holocaust, under Nazi 
Persecution and in the genocides which 
followed in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and 
Darfur. 

Holocaust Memorial Day is a time when we 
seek to learn the lessons of the past and 
recognise that genocide does not just take 
place on its own – it’s a steady process 
which can begin if discrimination, racism 
and hatred are not checked and prevented.  

The Holocaust (The Shoah in Hebrew) was 
the attempt by the Nazis and their 
collaborators to murder all the Jews in 
Europe. From the time they assumed power 
in Germany in 1933, the Nazis used 
propaganda, persecution, and legislation to 
deny human and civil rights to German 
Jews. They used centuries of antisemitism as 
their foundation. 

With the outbreak of World War Two in 1939 
Germany invaded Poland, subjecting 
around two million Polish Jews to violence 
and forced labour. Thousands of Jews were 
murdered in the first months of the 
occupation. Shortly after the occupation 
Polish Jews were confined to particular 
neighbourhoods that came to be known as 
‘ghettos’. Living conditions in these ghettos 
were appalling – a deliberate attempt by the 
Nazis to cause the deaths of hundreds of 
thousands of Jews. This approach was 
repeated across Eastern Europe in other 
countries occupied by the Nazis. 

In 1941, the systematic murder of Europe’s 
Jews began – a plan known by the Nazis as 
‘The Final Solution to the Jewish Problem’. 

Death squads called Einsatzgruppen swept 
Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union, killing 
Jews by firing squad. By the end of 1941 the 
first extermination camp, Chelmno in 
Poland, had been established, giving the 
Nazis their method to continue murdering 
on a giant scale between 1941 and 1945. 

By the end of the Holocaust, six million 
Jewish men, women and children had been 
murdered in ghettos, mass-shootings, in 
concentration camps and extermination 
camps. Find out more: Holocaust Memorial 
Day Trust (hmd.org.uk)C 

The theme for Holocaust Memorial Day 
(HMD) 2022 is One Day. There are many 
ways to interpret the theme, and you may 
wish to discuss the various ways in which it 
can be interpreted. 

You didn’t think about yesterday, and 
tomorrow may not happen, it was only 
today that you had to cope with and you 
got through it as best you could. 

Iby Knill, survivor of the Holocaust 

To mark HMD, you could pick One Day in 
history and learn about that day. 

What happened in Warsaw on 19 April 
1943? Nazi Germany had entered Poland 
four years earlier in 1939, and started 
establishing ghettos in spring 1940, to 
segregate, dehumanise and control the 
Jews. The largest of the ghettos was in 
Warsaw, where more than 400,000 Jews 
were crowded into 1.3 square miles of the 
city with poor sanitation, limited food and 
cramped conditions. It is estimated that 
more than 92,000 people died in the 
Warsaw ghetto because of the squalid 
conditions. On 19 April 1943, the Jewish 
inhabitants of the Warsaw Ghetto fought 
back against the Nazi Regime. 

Or 12 July 1995 in Bosnia? Against the 
backdrop of a war, after Bosnia declared 
independence from Yugoslavia, Bosnian 

https://www.hmd.org.uk/
https://www.hmd.org.uk/
https://www.hmd.org.uk/resource/19-april-1943-the-start-of-the-warsaw-ghetto-uprising/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.hmd.org.uk/resource/19-april-1943-the-start-of-the-warsaw-ghetto-uprising/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.hmd.org.uk/resource/12-july-1995-women-the-elderly-and-children-deported-from-srebrenica/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


Serb troops descended on the town of 
Srebrenica. They began separating Bosniak 
men from women and children despite the 
area having been designated by the UN as a 
‘safe area’. Over the next couple of days more 
than 8,000 Bosniak men and boys were 
murdered in and around Srebrenica. 12 July 
1995 was the last day that many women saw 
their husbands, fathers, sons and brothers. 

Or 17 April 1975? On this day the Khmer 
Rouge entered the Cambodian capital and 
Mardi Seng noted ‘on that same bright, warm, 
glorious and victorious day, a new era began: 
not of peace and tranquillity, nor of hope and 
prosperity, but of suffering, torture, hunger, 
diseases, work camps, re-education, and 
systematic killing’. The arrival of the Khmer 
Rouge on 17 April 1975 brought five years of 
terror, with more than two million people 
murdered. 

How many lives changed on each of those 
dates, and what happened to the people 
involved? 

You could also choose the same date in 
different years and look at what was 
happening in different countries and different 
years: 

27 January – what was happening in Berlin in 
1941, in Cambodia in 1976, in Rwanda in 
1994 in the lead up to the genocide? And 27 
January 2022, what is happening around us in 
the world today? 

One Day when life changed 

Survivors of the Holocaust and of genocide 
often talk about the One Day when everything 
changed, sometimes for the worse and 
sometimes for better. 

Iby Knill feels that from One Day to the next, 
everything changed and yet nothing had 
changed: 

One day Gretl, my school friend…greeted me 
with an embrace. The next day she ran across 
the road and turned her head away so as not 
to acknowledge me. 

Franziska Schwarz Mikus was sterilised by the 
Nazis because she was deaf, as part of their 
process of persecuting anyone who did not fit 
their ideal – in this case, because they 
believed that disabled people were imperfect 
and worthless. On that One Day, the Nazis 
took control of Franziska’s body, of her life 
choices. The Nazis wanted to prevent people 
they deemed ‘unfit’ from being able to 
procreate. It has been estimated that between 
1933 and 1939, 360,000 individuals were 
subjected to forced sterilisation, because they 
had physical or mental disabilities – or were 
perceived to have disabilities. 

For Faiza, there was a defining day. Following 
a civil war in 2003, which has left millions of 
people displaced, the Sudanese government 
has supported Arab militia who have 
destroyed hundreds of villages, and murdered 
thousands of people. Faiza was targeted by 
the Sudanese Government for supporting 
victims of the genocide, and so, she says: 

One Day I decided to leave my country. It was 
a hard decision, but there was no other way. I 
left my home, my friends, my people; I left all 
my belongings. There is a book on a table 
near my bed open to page 49 waiting for me. 

One Day at a time 

It may be hard to pick out just One Day, as for 
many, to keep going through each and every 
day was a huge struggle, with no end in sight 
and no glimmer of hope that the next day 
would be any better. 

The genocide in Rwanda lasted 100 days, 
beginning after the plane carrying the 
President was shot down on 6 April 1994. The 
genocide followed decades of tensions 
between Hutus and Tutsis. Beatha 
Uwazaninka recalls how, having watched 
fellow Tutsis around her being murdered, and 
on many occasions thinking she was going to 
be murdered, ‘every one of those hundred 
days was dangerous’. 

For many, one day was grindingly and dully 
like all the others, with no chance of 
improvement or change. One Day seemed to 

https://www.hmd.org.uk/resource/17-april-1975-khmer-rouge-forces-enter-the-capital-of-cambodia/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.hmd.org.uk/resource/mardi-seng/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.hmd.org.uk/resource/iby-knill-i-was-there/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://k/resource/franziska-mikus/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.hmd.org.uk/resource/faiza/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.hmd.org.uk/resource/beatha-uwazaninka/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.hmd.org.uk/resource/beatha-uwazaninka/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


History
last for years, and ‘every day of their life was a 
day of suffering and torment’ (Chil Rajchman, 
The Last Jew of Treblinka). 

One Day in the future 

Those who were targeted and persecuted 
held out for the One Day in the future when 
all their suffering would be over, hoping they 
would ‘all see the day of liberation’ (Elie 
Wiesel, Night). 

On Holocaust Memorial Day we learn from 
genocide for a purpose – to build a better 
future. When we look ahead to ‘one day with 
no genocide’, what do we need to do today 
to achieve this? We can use this theme to 
motivate us to speak out when we see 
injustices, prejudices and identity-based 
violence. 

On Holocaust Memorial Day 2022, this One 
Day, we will all come together in our 

communities, to learn from the Holocaust and 
genocides – for a better future. 

One Day is a snapshot 

One Day is just a snapshot in time and 
therefore cannot give the full picture, the 
context, the background that is needed, but it 
can help bring a piece of the full picture to 
life. The age or gender of the victim, or their 
geographical location ensured that no One 
Day during the genocide was typical. The 
same date would be experienced very 
differently by Jews hiding in France, Jews 
incarcerated in Auschwitz, Jews awaiting their 
fate in Hungary, for example. For those who 
suffered for days, weeks, months, years 
focussing on just One Day is a starting point, a 
way in for us to learn more about what 
happened during the Holocaust and the 
genocides that followed in Cambodia, 
Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur.  

Mission Christmas

 Every year Stockport School gets involved with Hits Radio Cash for Kids to support their 
Mission Christmas appeal. This year was no different and once again we had a brilliant  
response; we are incredibly grateful to everybody who donated gifts -Thank you. 

Warren’s Grotto was bursting with books of all shapes and sizes, bangles, bracelets and tiaras, 
football kits and scarves, smellies of every variety, penguins, soft toys and paw patrol! We had 
strategy games, no-strategy games and jigsaws; cars, vans, dolls and action figures. And much, 
much more...- Fantastic! 

Thanks to Mrs Perkins and her Prefect team and to Santa Mr Hardman who delivered the 
presents to the North Pole in his Santa van! 

The generosity of the students, staff and parents of Stockport School is overwhelming. 

As a result of donations, Mission 
Christmas sorted and distributed over 
£1.1million worth of gifts to 35,482 
children across Greater Manchester in 
time for Christmas morning!! We are all 
absolutely blown away by everyone’s 
kindness and generosity 

Thank you everybody 

Mr Warren 



Duke of Edinburgh Award
The Year 10 DofE students successfully completed their first practise walk in 
January. It was a tremendously challenging affair - a long hike with lots of steep 
hills, and extremely blustery weather! The students not only got through it in one 
piece, but did so with a smile on their faces and a spring in their steps! A huge 
well done is deserved by all.  

The walk aimed to put skills from their training day earlier in the month 
into practise in the field.  They were taught valuable skills such as first 
aid, basic navigation, and countryside code. The students were eager 
to learn, got stuck in, and appeared to have a lot of fun.  

Also, I would like to thank the staff who gave up their Saturday to 
support the students – their contributions resulted in a very smooth 
operation! 

Mr Wells 

DoE coordinator



The students are currently awaiting the warmer spring weather before venturing out again, but in 
the meantime have been busy finding ways to complete the other sections of the award.  

All the DofE students are asked 
to do some volunteering and it 
has been great to see what they 
have been coming up with - 
everything from sports coaching 
to peer reading to helping out in 
the community. These three 
students (plus the help of 
Mathilda in Year 8) have been 
planting crocus bulbs at the front 
of the school along with the 
Friends of Mile End Meadows 
volunteer group. We are looking 
forward to seeing them bloom in 
the near future.  



Gardening club - Wednesdays after school

The school garden has had a make over by a group of year 8 and 9 students. The beds are clear, 
the greenhouse tidied and the outside area almost there. … The students have done an amazing 
job. We’re about to start planting - bulbs outside and seeds in the green house.  

Keen and aspiring gardeners can join the gardening club Wednesdays after school. 

And if you have any surplus seeds, bulbs or small trowels, please bring to the club or drop them 
off with Ms Patkin in room 229.

Sails and Oars is a monthly publication by Stockport School. For information or contributions, 
please contact sailsandoars@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 
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