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 January 2023 

Re: Important Informa�on for Parents & Carers: Strike Ac�on 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

You will have no doubt seen in the media that teachers, like many other professionals, have recently voted to take strike 
ac�on with the NEU (Na�onal Educa�on Union) announcing na�onal and regional strike ac�on for teachers in England. 

It goes without saying that this decision has been taken by teachers as a last resort, and it is important to stress that their 
response is not solely about pay and condi�ons but also about the general underfunding of schools and cuts to services 
that schools heavily rely on – such as special educa�onal needs, social services, school nursing teams and children’s 
mental health services. These funding issues are per�nent to us as a school as they are to all schools as they directly 
impact upon the recruitment and reten�on of well qualified and skilled staff, curriculum provision, the upkeep of 
buildings, and the provision of resources and other wider important professional services which are essen�al to our 
opera�ons in support of our current and future students. 

My purpose in wri�ng to you is to alert you to the na�onal strike ac�on and to let you know that we are currently working 
to develop appropriate plans. This leter contains important informa�on and no�fica�on for all parents/carers. 

The first strike day affec�ng schools is Wednesday 1st February, with three further strike days also planned if the dispute 
is not resolved with the government on Tuesday 28th February, Wednesday 15th March, and Thursday 16th March.  

I am currently talking to our staff team and their union representa�ves regarding the likely impact that these na�onal 
strikes may have upon us as a school in terms of the number of teachers who are registered members of the NEU and of 
those, how many are likely to take strike ac�on on Wednesday 1st February. Membership of the NEU which is the largest 
na�onal teaching union varies from school to school and therefore, it may impact upon some schools more than others. It 
is also complicated and difficult for my senior leadership team and I to plan for industrial ac�on due to the protec�on in 
law that union membership has where members do not have to declare to their employers which union they are 
members of and indeed whether or not they intend to support the strike ac�on themselves if they are a member of the 
NEU. It is further complicated by the fact that non-NEU teachers may join the NEU up un�l the morning of the actual 
strike day, which means that the actual number of teachers taking strike ac�on will remain unknown and unconfirmed 
un�l the actual strike day itself. 

As I understand it currently from the union reps disclosure, there are at least 39 teachers at Stockport School who are 
members of the NEU who may choose to support the na�onal strike ac�on on Wednesday 1st February.  
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As you will appreciate, I have a statutory and moral responsibility to maintain a safe working environment for students and 
staff, and to do all that I can to lead upon the delivery of a high quality and inclusive educa�on for all our students here at 
Stockport School. Unfortunately, due to significantly reduced staffing numbers likely on that day and the general uncertainty 
over actual members of staff taking strike ac�on, our school will be impacted.  

The school will therefore, be closed to all students with the excep�on of students in Year 11 whom are preparing for their 
important GCSE exams with only 12 weeks school �me remaining, and to whom I will understandably be diver�ng all of our 
remaining but limited staffing resources to support. Members of my senior leadership team and I will look to supplement 
and support the Year 11 teachers whom remain on that day with the delivery of lessons and suppor�ve exam 
revision/prepara�on sessions. However, due to the limited staffing on Wednesday 1st February, the school will only operate 
for Year 11 during the morning through un�l and including lunch, a�er which all students will be dismissed. I will send a 
further communica�on to the parents/carers of Year 11, with more specific details of the arrangements for Year 11 as soon 
as I am able to prior to the strike day. 

In addi�on to all Year 11 students whom are expected to atend on the morning of Wednesday 1st February, we will also 
offer to those students whom are par�cularly vulnerable across all Year groups and whom have an EHCP, are in Looked 
A�er Care, or whom are subject to a safeguarding/child protec�on order, the op�on of them atending school for the 
morning session on that day and to be provided with supervised staff support in the Library or SEN rooms to undertake 
independent study/homework. If your child falls within this category and you would like for them to atend and to be 
provided with supervised staff support for the morning, then you are asked to reserve a place for your child in advance by 
emailing Mrs Richards, Head’s PA/Admin Manager before midday on Monday 30th January at 
j.richards@stockport.stockport.sch.uk   

For all those students who are en�tled to Free School Meals and whom will not be able to atend on Wednesday 1st 
February, a pre-prepared Lunch grab bag will be available for your child to collect and take home from school on Tuesday 
31st January. Details on the order of grab bags and sandwich selec�ons will be sent separately to those on Free School Meals 
later today. 

I appreciate that the na�onal strike ac�on will be disrup�ve and frustra�ng to you and to our students, for which I can only 
apologise, but I would hope that you understand that it is ac�on organised at a na�onal level against the government, not 
the school, and that it is therefore unfortunately beyond my control as a Headteacher. As ever, I will con�nue to do all that I 
can with the support of my senior leadership team, governors, and staff to provide the very best educa�onal provision 
possible for our students. 

Please note that we will be trea�ng each strike day, if further ones listed above go ahead, as a separate event and we may 
therefore have different arrangements on different days. I will keep you informed and updated in advance over the coming 
days/weeks. 

Thank you for your support and understanding. 

Yours faithfully 

Mr I. R. Irwin 
Headteacher 
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