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20th December 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
In advance of our return in January, I thought it may be helpful to remind and update you of the following information. 
 
As you will be aware from my previous communications, the autumn term finishes for Christmas on Wednesday, 22nd 
December.  Students in Years 7 - 10 will be dismissed after lunch, at the slightly earlier time of 12.00pm.   
 
Students in Year 11 will be dismissed for the Christmas break at 3.00pm on Tuesday 21st December, following the 3 week 
completion of their GCSE Mock exams. 
 
The new spring term begins for all students from Monday, 10th January 2022, (*please see specific Year group return timings, 
listed below).  
 
COVID-19 School-based Testing of Students 
 

As I notified you last week, the Department for Education (DfE) have again, asked all schools including ours, to demonstrate 
and assist with the conduction of a round of school based, lateral flow COVID-19 testing of all students immediately upon their 
return in January, and ideally for all staff and students to then continue testing themselves at home upon a regular twice weekly 
basis thereafter during the spring term. *Please see my communication sent to you on Friday 17th December for further specific 
details on the arrangements for COVID school-based testing which are required to arrange for the first day of term on Monday 
10th January. 
 
Testing upon our return on Monday 10th January, will take place at the following times and it is important that all students and 
parents/carers, carefully note the time at which they are required to attend school to undertake their initial lateral flow COVID 
test before recommencing their learning. Students must not return to school before the time specified for their Year group, 
below: 
 

▪ Year 11: Students should arrive promptly at 8.40am  
 

▪ Year 10: Students should arrive promptly at 9.30am  
 

▪ Year 8: Students should arrive promptly at 10.50am  
 

▪ Year 7: Students should arrive promptly at 11.50am  
 

▪ Year 9: Students should arrive promptly at 12.30pm  
 
All students in all Year groups are required on the first day of term, to enter the school grounds at the time specified above, 
via the Mile End Pedestrian Gate and then immediately congregate outside on the playground to the rear of the Sports Hall. 
Students must not enter any other part of the school prior to this time. Once testing has been completed students will then 
recommence with their usual timetables (Red week). 
 
Obviously, should your child display any COVID symptoms or indeed test positive at home prior to their return to school on 
Monday 10th January, then they must not come into school, and should remain at home and arrange to undertake a 
confirmatory PCR test.  If you need to report a student absent please email our Attendance Manager, Ms Shaw at 
f.shaw@stockport.stockport.sch.uk 
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Continuation of our other Safety Controls & Systems upon our return 
 

Health and safety are our absolute priority and are of paramount importance to us. We also wish to provide the very best 
educational support for our students under the safety controls that we need to work within. Please note and be reassured that 
our plans for the return of all students in January, like this year, will continue to be safely controlled, and all students must 
therefore, continue to adhere to our safe expectations without exception. 
 
We will be maintaining our existing COVID safety control systems, including those listed, below, which have worked well for us 
this year. This will include: 
 

▪ Year group social zones at break and lunch time to be overseen by linked Pastoral and Senior Leadership Team 
members as per last year (supported by daily duty teams of staff). 

▪ Pre-determined entry/exit points at gates for different Year groups (Year 7 at Mile End Lane), (Year 8 & 9 at Lake 
Street), and (Year 10 & 11 at Sandhurst Road) 

▪ Continuation of one-way systems around the school where possible. 
▪ Lunchtime sittings remaining the same as last term in Year groups at 20 minute intervals using the Dining Room (Year 

7 early, then Year 11 from 1.20pm, then Year 8 from 1.35/1.40pm), and Lake Street Gym (Year 10 from 1.20pm 
followed by Year 9 from 1.35/1.40pm). 

▪ The key requirement in terms of track and trace records, for all staff to maintain and record accurate seating plans on 
Class Charts for every lesson and for students to abide by them, will remain in place. 

▪ Continued ventilation of classrooms and corridors with the opening of windows and external corridor doors. 
▪ Hand sanitisation and wipes will continue to be made available for all in each classroom and communal area.  
▪ All staff must continue to observe safe social distancing where possible and avoid close prolonged contact with others 

(staff and students). 
▪ The use of face coverings remain recommended by the government for use by all students, staff and visitors when 

travelling along internal corridors and whilst in congested or unventilated communal areas.  
▪ Continuation of regular at least twice weekly, home lateral flow COVID testing for all students and staff, with test 

packs supplied by the school. 

 
Parents’ Evenings and Grade Cards 
 

On Thursday, 27th January, we will be holding our Year 11 Parents’ Consultation Evening (4.45pm – 8.00pm). The second Grade 
Card of the year, will be issued to parents of our Year 11 students upon arrival for the evening. Students in Year 11 will also be 
issued on Wednesday 26th January, with their GCSE Mock Exam Certificate, during a ‘Mock Examination Results Day’ event.   
 
All other Year groups will receive their Grade Card summarising progress during the autumn term, immediately during our first 
week back in January. As ever, once you receive them, I would encourage you to spend some time looking over it and discussing 
the information contained on the Grade Card, regarding targets, academic progress, and attitude to learning, with your child.  
It is important that both you and your child are fully aware of their progress to date and also of any areas in which they may 
need to direct their attention to during the spring term.  If you would like any further information or support regarding student 
progress or the Grade Card, I would ask you to contact your child’s Director of Progress or Pastoral Manager. 
 
2022-23 Term Dates 
 

I have also included with this letter, a copy of the provisional 2022-23 Term Dates for your information. Please could I remind 
you that I am no longer allowed to authorise term time holidays for students. Parents are therefore, advised to arrange any 
family holidays outside the published school term times, and also to try and arrange any necessary medical appointments for 
the end of the school day. 
 
Attendance 
 

Our attendance target for all students is 100% (190 days attended from 190) and we have a core expectation that all students 
achieve over 96% attendance. It goes almost without saying that regular attendance is essential to progress and success and 
for that reason I would hope that you will support us from the start of term in helping your child to achieve well over 96% 
attendance next year. Every day matters and each day missed hinders progress. This is even more important with regards to 
the significant amount of face-to-face teaching and learning time missed during lockdowns over the past 18 months due to 
exceptional circumstances beyond all of our control. 
 

In our necessary attempt to continue to make up for the significant amount of lost teaching and learning time, it is really 
important that we seek to minimise disruption to the teaching of timetabled lessons, as this will only further disadvantage our 
students. Therefore, all parents and carers are reminded of the school policy upon not requesting absence from school to 
attend medical or dental appointments during school hours. Routine appointments should be avoided where possible during 
the school day, with appointments ideally arranged outside of school hours. As you will be aware, the NHS in the past couple 
of years have extended their out of hours GP practice appointment times, and it is hoped that all parents and carers where 
possible, will seek to make use of those out of hours, and/or non-term time dates for routine appointments for their child.  



 
It is accepted that some non-routine, specialist treatments may not be bookable by appointment and may therefore, need 
additional consideration for leave during school hours. 
 
Enrichment 
 

At Stockport School we are committed to providing additional, enriching opportunities for students away from the classroom.  
Enrichment is the opportunity for students to engage in the wider community and teach important life skills. We believe that 
by encouraging students to participate in extra activities, it can add greater value to their school experience and help them to 
develop essential skills for life; trying new experiences, building friendships, confidence and resilience and having fun too.  
 
Enrichment and extra-curricular activities at Stockport School take many forms and are included within the structure of the 
school day as well as before school, after school and during lunchtimes. Within the curriculum timetable there is enrichment 
during Tutor Time at the start of the day, sports; both practice and fixtures throughout the year and a host of other calendared 
events and opportunities to participate in and become involved with.  
 
To run alongside the extra-curricular activities, we also run a large number of revision workshops and a Homework support in 
order to support students with their academic studies. There are also a wider variety of activities targeted at all Year groups 
which run before school, after school and during lunchtimes. 
 
I have attached a copy of the upcoming Spring Term Enrichment Programme for your information, which I would encourage 
you to share and discuss with your child ahead of the start of term, and for them to identify clubs and activities to which they 
would like to attend and benefit from next term. 
 
Uniform, Equipment & Appearance 
 

As part of our continual drive to maintain high standards, I would once again from the start of term, like to request your full 
support as parents/carers.  
 
In particular, I would ask that students wear their Stockport School uniform with pride at all times, both in school and on the 
journey to and from school. Students should continue to wear their blazers, with shirts/blouses fully buttoned and tucked in 
to their waistband, with ties attached correctly at the collar (ties should be clip-on only). Shoes should be able to be polished 
as black leather, with no canvas material, trainers or boots permitted.  
 

Students are also advised due to the need for us to continue to have increased ventilation due to COVID control measures 
(windows open etc.), to wear under layers such as vests or plain white T shirts under their school uniform, as well as being 
strongly advised to purchase and wear the optional School jumper underneath their school blazer, in order to ensure that they 
remain warm enough during the autumn and winter months. Coats should not be worn inside the school buildings. 
 

Outdoor coats are an important addition to the full school uniform, and all students are advised to have a good warm, and if 
possible, waterproof coat (not hooded top or tracksuit which are not permitted), to wear, when outside, over their school 
blazer. This is particularly important at this time of the year, given the fact that all students are required to go outside of the 
school buildings at break and lunchtime (unless it is extreme wet weather). 
 

It is also essential that each child continues to bring in their own equipment (pens, pencils, ruler, rubber, calculator, subject 
materials and books etc.), as we cannot for hygiene reasons allow sharing of equipment whilst in school.  
 

I would also like to remind all parents/carers that the following items are also not allowed in school: 
 

▪ Students are not allowed to wear jewellery apart from a simple wrist watch (smart watches are not allowed).  
▪ Body piercings are not allowed, apart from one small plain stud in each ear lobe.  
▪ Hair styles and colours should not be extreme.  
▪ Make-up and false eyelashes are not allowed and should not be worn.   
▪ Acrylic nails are also not suitable for school and are not allowed.  

 

Students are also reminded that if worn, skirts must be of a reasonable length and should not be too short above the knee.  
 

Please could I ask you as parents/carers, to follow our uniform (including correct shoes) policy fully when purchasing any new 
items of uniform prior to the start of term in January. The full uniform policy is available on our website 
www.stockportschool.net  
 

Please also note as a reminder to my previous letters and communications, that we will continue to enforce a strict no trainers 
rule whatsoever, with students ONLY permitted to wear traditional black shoes. Black training shoes of any type will not be 
permitted.  
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For your information, Pastoral Managers have a small new supply of basic uniform items, including blazers, trousers, skirts, 
shirts/blouses and ties, for those students whom for whatever reason are struggling to obtain them for use in school, and 
students whom do not have them should see their Pastoral Manager for support with this. Parents and carers are encouraged 
to contact your child’s Pastoral Manager should you need to for any support or advice with regards to these matters.  
 
Bikes and Student Safety 
 

I would like to remind students and parents of the importance of bike safety and road awareness. There have been a number 
of reports this year of students riding bikes without taking due care and attention of the environment around them, sometimes 
causing concern to pedestrians and car drivers. In the interests of safety, I would ask that all students ensure that their bikes 
are roadworthy in terms of safety and that they show due consideration to other persons when riding to and from school in 
order to avoid an accident. 
 

Students should also note, that all bicycles must be stored securely in our CCTV monitored bike rack area. If students come to 
school on a bike, they must secure their bike with a lock in this area by no later than 8.35am. For health and safety reasons 
bikes cannot be left anywhere else on the school site, and will be removed if found. *Please note that the school does not 
accept any responsibility for any damage or theft of bikes brought onto the school premises, and bikes are therefore brought 
onto the premises at risk of the owner. 
 

Please could I also remind parents who drop-off or pick-up students from school, not to park on double yellow or zig-zag 
lines as not adhering to this puts our students and other passers-by at risk. 
 
Free School Meals Entitlement 
 

We are aware from our records that a number of parents who may be eligible to claim Free School Meals for their children do 
not submit a claim to the Local Authority. If you receive any of the benefits listed below, your child is entitled to Free School 
Meals:  
 

▪ Income support 
▪ Income related employment and support allowance 
▪ Universal Credit 
▪ Income based job seekers allowance 
▪ Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
▪ The “Guarantee” element of State Pension Credit 
▪ Child Tax Credit, provided they are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual income that does not exceed £16,190. 
▪ Working Tax Credit run-on paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 
 

I would urge you, therefore in advance of the start of term, to make a claim and use your entitlement. Claims can be made by 
visiting the Local Authority at https://www.stockport.gov.uk/start/free-school-meals-application-form. Should you require any 
further information or help, please contact the School Finance Office. 
 
 
Finally, at the end of another exceptionally demanding term, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you as parents and 
carers, for your incredible support once again this year. I would like to wish you and your families all the very best for the 
festive period and in the safe celebration of the end of a very challenging 2021.  
 
I would like to wish you a very happy Christmas and a peaceful, healthy and hopefully successful New Year. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

Mr I. R. Irwin 
Headteacher 
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