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9th January 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I would like to firstly wish you and your child a very happy New Year from myself and all of the staff at Stockport School. In 
addition, I would also like to take the opportunity at the start of the New Year and the new term, to remind and update you 
of the following information which we would once again appreciate your support with as parents/carers to support the 
success of our students. 

 
Attendance 
 

Our attendance target for all students is 100% (190 days attended from 190) and we have a core expectation that all students 
achieve over 96% attendance (less than 8 days of absence). It goes almost without saying that regular attendance is essential 
to progress and success and for that reason I would hope that you will support us from the start of term in helping your child 
to achieve well over 96% attendance this year. Every day matters and each day missed hinders progress. 

 
Uniform, Equipment & Appearance 
 

As part of our continual drive to maintain high standards, I would once again from the start of this term, like to request your 
full support as parents/carers. In particular, I would ask that students wear their Stockport School uniform with pride at all 
times, both in school and on the journey to and from school. Students should continue to wear their blazers, with 
shirts/blouses fully buttoned and tucked in to their waistband, with ties attached correctly at the collar. Shoes should be able 
to be polished as black leather, with no canvas material, trainers or boots permitted. Students are reminded that only plain 
outdoor coats are permitted, to be removed in the building. Hooded tops or other sporting type jackets do not form part of 
our uniform policy and students are therefore not permitted to wear them. Those items may be confiscated for parents to 
collect, if worn. 
 
Please also note as a reminder to my previous letters and communications, that we will continue to enforce a strict no trainers 
rule whatsoever, with students ONLY permitted to wear traditional black shoes. Black training shoes of any type will not be 
permitted.  
 
In terms of appearance, I would also like to remind all parents/carers that the following items are not appropriate and are 
also not allowed in school: 
 

▪ Students are not allowed to wear jewellery apart from a simple wrist watch (smart watches are not allowed).  
▪ Body piercings are not allowed, apart from one small plain stud in each ear lobe.  
▪ Hair styles and colours should not be extreme.  
▪ Make-up and false eyelashes are not allowed and should not be worn.   
▪ Nail polish, acrylic and gel nails are also not suitable for school and are not allowed.  

 
Students will not be allowed to access normal lessons if they appear in school inappropriately dressed with any of the above 
mentioned items, and/or are wearing trainers (unless accompanied by a medical note) and refuse to wear school footwear,  
and will in these circumstances, work separately to their peers. This is not a punishment but is simply an acknowledgement 
and reinforcement that in order to access lessons and to be a part of Stockport School, we expect students to be properly 
dressed and have an appropriate appearance for work in school. 

mailto:Email%20headteacher@stockport.stockport.sch.uk


 

 
                                          Address Mile End Lane, Stockport, Cheshire, SK2 6BW  Tel 0161 483 3622  Fax 0161 456 9452 
                                        Email headteacher@stockport.stockport.sch.uk    Website www.stockportschool.net 
 

                    

 
 
Girls are also reminded that if worn, skirts must be of a reasonable length, should not be the lycra bodycon style and be too 
short. If any skirts are deemed to be too short and inappropriate for school then parents will be contacted and students may 
also be isolated until they appear in appropriate school uniform.  Likewise trousers should not be the lycra skinny style. 

 
Mobile Phones & Electronic Equipment 
 

A particular distraction to learning that we have thankfully now almost eliminated, is that of mobile phones, I-Pods, 
headphones and electronic Apple/smart watches, and I would once again like to request your support in reminding your child 
that these items should be switched off and kept out of sight throughout the entire school day.  
 
Electronic Apple/smart watches, due to exam regulation and general distraction, are not allowed whatsoever in school and 
therefore should not be worn.  
 
Students are however, allowed at their own risk, to bring in and use their mobile phones to complete on-line homework etc. 
prior to the school day, but only in the supervised breakfast dining room area between 8.00am and 8.30am each the morning. 
However, after 8.30am, all mobile phones must be switched off and put away out of sight, until they have left the school 
building at the end of the school day. Students who abuse this rule (including that of Apple/smart watches) will have the item 
confiscated and stored safely for parents to collect. 

 
Catering Arrangements 
You may be aware that we have opened a new servery, The Pod, to reduce waiting times for students at lunchtimes. This 
serves the usual breaktime food, as well as soup and hot chocolate; the lunchtime menu is a combination of food available in 
the gym and the main canteen. We do intend to have a focus on improving our environmental impact this term, including 
new recycling facilities, and we do want to reduce the amount of rubbish that we produce. To assist us with this, it would be 
really helpful if you could purchase your child a water bottle or flask to bring to school for drinks and/ or soup/ hot chocolate. 
We hope in the future to offer discounts to students who bring their own bottles/ flasks. 
 
Free School Meals 
As well as saving you money on food, each child who receives free school meals brings additional money to the school to 
spend on students’ education. Students on free school meals also qualify for free revision guides, music tuition and financial 
help with other activities that will support your child’s learning and wellbeing. Nobody will be aware that your child is receiving 
free food as they will just receive money on their Wisepay account to be used with their thumbprint. Your child may qualify 
for free school meals if you receive one of the following benefits, as well as Child Benefit: 
 

• Income Support 

• income-based Jobseekers Allowance 

• income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Universal Credit (provided your earned income is no more than £616.67 in the last Universal Credit assessment 
period) 

• support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• the guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no more 
than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 
 

We would encourage you to apply if you meet the criteria above as it will benefit your family as well as the school. You can 
do this by going on the council website at https://www.stockport.gov.uk/start/free-school-meals-application-form . If you 
would like any help with applying, please contact the school.  
 
Punctuality 
 

Whilst the vast majority of our students arrive on the school premises on time, we are concerned for the very small minority 
of students who arrive at school late, after lessons have begun.  
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At Stockport School, we expect your child to be in school and ready to learn every morning for at least 8.45am to begin the 
first lesson of the day at 8.50am. The first ten minutes of a lesson are often key to the rest of the session and students who 
miss this time often struggle for the rest of the lesson. If this occurs even once, it could potentially mean that they are missing 
out on an hour or more of learning on that day. Persistent lateness could mean that even more learning time is missed which 
could have a knock-on effect on overall progress and attainment which is clearly unacceptable.  
 
In an effort to address the disruption and negative effect that lateness to school can have, we now operate a system where 
if a child is late to school then they will receive a lunchtime detention on the same day. If for whatever reason that detention 
is missed or not completed properly then the child will be placed in an immediate same day after school detention. Parents 
will be notified of this via our School Comms messaging service. 
 
If your child, like most of our students, has had an excellent attendance and punctuality record over the past term, as can be 
checked from their recent Grade Card, then it is worthy of note and recognition, as your child is clearly putting themselves in 
a very strong position for future success. However, if your child has generated any number of late marks or absences during 
the past term, I would ask you to take this opportunity to discuss the importance of maintaining consistently good attendance 
and punctuality and the negative impact that it is likely to have upon their learning and progress if they are unable to do 
so. This may mean that you need to encourage your child to get up/leave for school earlier. We appreciate any support you 
can offer so we can work towards improving attendance and punctuality across the school and therefore, enhancing progress 
and outcomes for all of our students. 
 
If you have concerns, queries about your child's attendance and/or punctuality and associated academic progress, or need 
further support in regard to uniform and/or appearance issues, please contact your child’s Pastoral Manager, by calling the 
school number on 0161 483 3622, or alternatively by email: initial.surname@stockport.stockport.sch.uk . 
 
Thank you for your continued support on all of these matters. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

Mr I. R. Irwin 
Headteacher 
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