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English Language and Literature 
 
Students follow the AQA specifications in GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature (which lead to 
two separate GCSE qualifications) and have five, one hour long, lessons a week. These lessons involve the 
study of a range of texts; the development of analytical skills when reading those texts; the ability to write for 
different purposes and audiences and the opportunity to demonstrate speaking and listening skills.   
 
Assessment 
The course is assessed in the form of four examinations at the end of the two year course: 

Language Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing  
Language paper 2: Paper 2: Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives  
Literature Paper 1: Shakespeare (Macbeth) and the 19th-century novel (A Christmas Carol) 
Literature Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry (DNA, Power & conflict Poetry, Unseen Poetry) 
 

Assessment 

Title 

Purpose Timing How to support your child 

DNA 
 
 
 
 

To understand plot, 
characters and 

themes of DNA in 
order to respond in 

their Literature 
exam. 

 
To develop their 

writing skills and the 
ability to consciously 

craft writing for 
effect. 

Sept-Dec 
2016 

 Ask your child to discuss the 
characters, events and themes in the 
play. Encourage them to share essays 
from class, ask them to explain the 
purpose and topic of their essays. 
Check if they understand what their 
targets mean.  

 Ask pupils to find articles in 
newspapers and online that present 
teenagers in both positive and 
negative ways. Get them to compare 
the writer’s viewpoints and how 
language is used to influence readers.  

Social 
Responsibility & 

Teenagers 

Poverty 
Through the 

Ages 
 
 
 
 
 

To develop their 
response to non-

fiction writing and 
support the skills 
needed for their 
Language paper.  

 
To understand plot, 

characters and 
themes of A 

Christmas Carol in 
order to respond in 

their Literature 
exam. 

Jan-Apr 2017  Discuss the articles from the 
workbook that they’ve read in class. 
Ask them about the writer’s views and 
how they’ve expressed them in the 
article. Encourage them to pick out 
lines which they think are important 
and explain how the writer has 
influenced the reader’s opinion.  

 Encourage them to watch different 
versions of A Christmas Carol and 
discuss how characters have been 
presented. Pupils should buy a 
revision guide from school and use it 
on a regular basis. Ask your child 
about what they think Dickens’ 
message was and what they learn 
about society at that time from 
reading the book.  

A Christmas 
Carol  

Macbeth  
 
 

To understand plot, 
characters and 

themes of Macbeth 

April – July 
2017 

 Ask your child to explain what they 
know about the Shakespeare play. 
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Ambition & 
Power 

in order to respond 
in their Literature 

exam. 
 

To develop their 
writing skills and the 
ability to consciously 

craft writing for 
effect. 

Encourage them to relate their ideas 
to particular lines in the text and ask if 
any words or phrases in those lines 
stand out. Try to encourage them to 
say why. Encourage them to research 
the play further on the internet or 
with revision guides and ask them to 
show you essays that they have 
written and the feedback they’ve 
been given. 

 Encourage pupils to find poems linked 
to the themes ‘ambition’ and ‘power’ 
ask them to explain what the poems 
are about and how writers use 
language creatively.  

Examinations 

Language Mock 
Exam  

 
Paper 1 

To give pupils the 
experience of sitting 

a full Language 
paper in timed 

conditions.  

February 
2017 

 This exam is based on unseen literary 
non-fiction texts from the 19th, 20th & 
21st Century. Encourage your child to 
attend revision sessions and use 
online / purchased revision guides. 
Ideally, students will be reading at 
least an article a day in a newspaper 
or online. They should be using SAM 
learning to work on accuracy 
depending on their targets.  

Literature Mock 
Exam  

 
A Christmas 
Carol & DNA 

To give pupils the 
experience of sitting 

a full Literature 
paper in timed 

conditions. 

February 
2017 

 Check your child has read the 
book/play, encourage them to use the 
internet or revision guides to develop 
depth of understanding. Ask to see 
practice essays written in class and 
check that they understand the 
targets set. 
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Maths 
 

GCSE Mathematics involves the study of number, shape, space and measures, algebra and data handling. 
We follow the Edexcel linear syllabus. This will be examined in Y11. There are three exam papers - two 
calculator and one non-calculator. 

 

There are 2 tiers of entry, and access to levels is as follows: 
Higher level 9 – 4 (old grade A* - C) 
Foundation level 5 – 1 (old grade C – G) 

Assessment 

 
Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 

Christmas 
Assessment 

To test understanding of a 
non-calculator past paper 

December 2016 Support with revision for 
the assessment. 

 
Encourage your child to 
log on to Mathswatch Vle 
for tutorials on different 
topics 

Easter Assessment To test understanding of a 
calculator past paper 

Feb 2017 Support with revision for 
the assessment 

 
Encourage your child to 
log on to Mathswatch Vle 
for tutorials on different 
topics 

End of Year 
Assessment 

To test understanding of the 
first year of their GCSE 
Mathematics Course 

June 2017 Support with revision for 
the end of year 
assessment 

 
Encourage your child to 
log on to Method Maths 
or use Mathswatch Vle 
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Combined Science 
 

Students study topics in biology, chemistry and physics following the Edexcel course and are assessed by 
examinations only at the end of Year 11. (There is no controlled assessment). 

 

The Edexcel course is part of the new 9-1 GCSEs introduced and focuses on essential and enriching topics 
in science, using real life science in everyday situations to engage and motivate the students. 
 
The overall final grade is two 9-1 grades, which may be the same or different. For example, 5 5, 5 6 
or 6 6. 

 

Assessment 

 
 

Assessment Title 
 

Purpose 
 

Timing 
How to support your 

Child 

Internal 
Year 10 Science exam 

To assess understanding 
of 

Early GCSE topics, to 
monitor progress, to 

assess suitability for triple 
award and 

higher/foundation papers 
and to prepare for 

terminal exam in June 

November 
2016 

Support with revision 
for the exams. For 

example, encourage 
your child to attend 

revision sessions, 
purchase the revision 
guides and use online 

revision. Use the 
resources available 

on Firefly to support 
revision. 

 
 
 

 
 

Internal 
topic tests 

To assess ongoing 
understanding of 

topics, to 
monitor progress and to 

prepare for terminal exam 
in June 

Throughout the 
year 

 

Internal mock examination 

To assess understanding 
of Combined Science 

course, to monitor 
progress and prepare for 

terminal exam. 

 

February 2017 

 
External (but not counting 

to final grade) Edexcel 
practice  examinations in 

biology, chemistry and 
physics 

To assess understanding 
of Combined Science 

course, to monitor 
progress and prepare for 
terminal exam by gaining 
invaluable experience of 

Edexcel format. 

May 2017 

External 
Biology Paper 1 & 2 

Chemistry Paper 1 & 2 
Physics Paper 1 & 2 

Contributes to final 
Combined Science GCSE 

grades. 
May/June 2018 

As above with a 
revision session 

programme. 
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Triple Award:  Biology  /  Chemistry  /  Physics 

 
Students study a GCSE in each of biology, chemistry and physics following the Edexcel course and are 
assessed by examinations only at the end of Year 11. (There is no controlled assessment). 

 

The Edexcel course is part of the new 9-1 GCSEs introduced and focuses on essential and enriching topics 
in science, using real life science in everyday situations to engage and motivate the students. The triple 
award differs from combined science by going into greater depth for topics. 
 
The overall final grade for each GCSE is a 9-1 grade. 

 
Assessment 
 

 

Assessment Title 
 

Purpose 
 

Timing 
How to support 

your 
Child 

Internal 
Year 10 Science exam 

To assess understanding of 
Early GCSE topics, to monitor 

progress, to assess suitability for 
triple award and higher/foundation 
papers and to prepare for terminal 

exam in June. 

November 
2016 Support with 

revision for the 
exams. For example, 

encourage your 
child to attend 

revision sessions, 
purchase the 

revision guides and 
use online revision. 
Use the resources 
available on Firefly 
to support revision. 

 
 
 

 

Internal 
topic tests 

To assess ongoing understanding of 
topics, to 

monitor progress and to prepare for 
terminal exam in June 

Throughout 
the year 

 

Internal mock 
examination 

To assess understanding of biology, 
chemistry and physics course, to 
monitor progress and prepare for 

terminal exam. 

 

February 
2017 

External (but not 
counting to final grade) 

Edexcel practice  
examinations in biology, 

chemistry and physics 

To assess understanding of 
Combined Science course, to 

monitor progress and prepare for 
terminal exam by gaining invaluable 

experience of Edexcel format. 

May 2017 

External 
Biology Paper 1 & 2 

Contributes to final biology GCSE 
grade. 

May/June 
2018 

As above and with a 
revision session 

programme. 

External 
Chemistry Paper 1 & 2 

Contributes to final chemistry GCSE 
grade. 

May/June 
2018 

External 
Physics Paper 1 & 2 

Contributes to final physics GCSE 
grade. 

May/June 
2018 
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Controlled Assessment – 
Practical Data Analysis 

 

12.5% of final Year 10 
grade. Completed in school. 

 

January – March 
2016 

Completed in school. 
Support with time 

management. 

 
Internal 

B3 practice exam 

To assess understanding of 
Biology unit 3, to monitor 
progress and prepare for 

terminal exam in June 

 
March – April 

2016 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Support with revision 
for the exams. 

Encourage your child to 
attend revision 

sessions, purchase the 
revision guides and use 
online revision. During 

this time there are 
extensive opportunities 

in school for support. 

 
 

Internal 
C3 practice exam 

To assess understanding of 
Chemistry unit 3, to 

monitor progress and 
prepare for terminal exam 

in June 

 
 

March – April 
2016 

 
Internal 

P3 practice exam 

To assess understanding of 
Physics unit 3, to monitor 
progress and prepare for 

terminal exam in June 

 
March – April 

2016 

 
 

Internal MOCK GCSE 
EXAM (Biology, 

chemistry and physics 
topics) 

To assess understanding of 
Core Science course, to 
monitor progress and 

prepare for terminal exam 
in June; including gaining 
experience of GCSE exam 

format. 

 
 
 
 

February 2016 

External 
B1,2 and 3 GCSE exam 

Real GCSE exam (25% of 
GCSE). 

 

May 2016 
Support with revision 

for the exams. 
Encourage your child to 
attend revision sessions, 

purchase the 
revision guides and use 
online revision. During 

this time there are 
extensive opportunities 

in school for support. 

External 
C1,2 and 3 GCSE exam 

Real GCSE exam (25% of 
GCSE). 

 

May 2016 

 

 
 

External 
P1,2 and 3 GCSE exam 

 

 
 

Real GCSE exam (25% of 
GCSE). 

 
 
 

May 2016 
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Geography 
 
The Geography Department is highly successful and prides itself in being able to build strong working 
relationships with the students to assist them to progress and achieve their full potential.  This is 
demonstrated by consistently excellent results at KS3 and GCSE. 
 
In Geography pupils learn to be confident, responsible and resourceful thinkers.  Students learn a wide range 
of geographical skills, knowledge and understanding by using many higher thinking skills which are fun to use 
and help students become better learners.  Students practice teamwork skills and learn in a style which best 
suits them by using exciting and innovative teaching strategies 
 
Assessment 
Students' level of skills, knowledge and understanding is assessed using previous GCSE exam questions in each 
unit. Students should be able to achieve their aspire grade or better in these unit assessments. 
 
Students at GCSE in geography are tested throughout the course in the form of exam questions.  These can be 

found in their geography books and help to show progress throughout the formal assessments are end of 

unit/ year assessments to help formally assess students in a similar style to the exam. 

  

Assessment Title Purpose Timing 

Global Hazards - recap and 
assessment of year 9   

 

To test knowledge and understanding 

of learning so far.  

October / November  

Year 10 Exam  
Global Hazards – tectonics and 

extreme weather 
- Climate Change 

To assess students’ knowledge, 

understanding, application and skill. 

Exam technique will also be 

monitored. 

Next steps and targets to be 

identified. 

January / February  

Distinctive landscapes  March  

Sustaining Ecosystems May  

Fieldtrip – Paper 1  
Our Natural World 

To teach and guide students to be 

able to use fieldwork in the exam 

within the physical paper. 

June 

Dynamic Development  To assess students’ knowledge, 

understanding, application and skill. 

Exam technique will also be 

monitored. 

Next steps and targets to be 

identified. 

July  
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How to support your child 

1) Ensure students are present in school 

2) Purchase the revision guide from the main school office. 

3) Use the students contents pages (found at the start of each unit) to check students have the 

work in their book, maybe there have been absences.  If so, Email the geography teacher for 

direction to the work missed.   

4) Key terms and case studies are vital so students must actively revise.   

5) It is vital students are monitored for the amount of time and quality of revision. Please check 

progress throughout and allow for short rest periods. 

6) Wherever possible try to visit the environments we have been studying e.g. a beach, a tourist 

resort, a forest, a hill etc.  This will help develop their geographical awareness and build 

subject knowledge which they will not experience in the classroom.  

7) Please ensure students have the correct equipment for the school day and have an area at 

home they can keep their geography books safe. 

8) Help students organise revision and start early 

9) Encourage students to attend revision sessions 

10) If they are unsure of any GCSE content they must research the subject area first but then 

come to see any of the geography staff. 
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History 
 
GCSE History at Stockport School requires students to learn about four major historical topics in detail from 
the Pearson Edexcel (9-1) in History (1HI0) syllabus. 
Students have to be able to convey their historical knowledge, source and interpretation skills in detailed and 
structured essays. Students will take three examinations at the end of Year 11 that are worth 100% of the 
History GCSE. 
Students study History for five 60 minute periods during the two week timetable. 

 
Examination topics 
 
Year 10 – Modern Depth Study – Weimar and Nazi Germany (30%) 
    Thematic Study and Historic Environment – Crime and Punishment; Whitechapel (30%) 
 
Year 11 – Period Study and British Depth Study – Early Elizabethan England; American West (40%) 
 
Assessment 
 
Over the 2 year course students complete practice exam questions for each period of history, as well as sitting 
MOCK exams for each unit to assess how they are progressing throughout the course. 
 
In June of Year 11, students will sit three exams; Weimar and Nazi Germany, Crime and Punishment and Early 
Elizabethan England with American West. These are worth 30%, 30% and 40% respectively and combined to 
give an overall GCSE grade. 
 
 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 
 

Modern Depth Study – 
Weimar and Nazi 

Germany 

Examination 
practice 

September 2016 – 
February 2017 

Test them from the notes in their 
books. 

Thematic study and 
historic environment – 
Crime & Punishment; 

Whitechapel 

February 2017 – July 
2017 

Period and British depth 
study – Early Elizabethan 

England 

September 2017 – 
November 2017 

Period and British depth 
study – American West 

November 2017 – 
February 2018 

Revision February 2018 – June 
2018 
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Modern Foreign Languages - French 
 

In Year 10 and 11 students follow the AQA GCSE course. The students develop their listening, speaking, 

reading and writing skills in French and take four final examinations at the end of Year 11 in each skills above. 

Each element is worth 25% of the final grade. Over the two year course, the students will study eight modules, 

five in Year 10 and three in Year 11. The topics themes studied are:  

1- Identity and culture 

2- Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

3- Current and future study and employment 

GCSE French has a Foundation Tier (grades 1–5) and a Higher Tier (grades 4–9). Students must take all four 

question papers at the same tier. All question papers must be taken in the same series. 

Assessment 

 
Assessment Purpose Timing How to support your 

child 
Assessment 1 
Qui suis-je? 

End of module 
assessment 

GCSE style test in 4 skills 
Listening, Reading, 
Writing, Speaking 

 

November 
 

Support with revision: 
learning of vocabulary + 

grammar structures 
+ practice responding to 

speaking and writing 
questions. 

Assessment 2 
Le temps des loisirs 

End of module 
assessment 

GCSE style test in 4 skills 
Listening, Reading, 
Writing, Speaking 

 

January 
 

 
Support with revision: 

learning of vocabulary + 
grammar structures 

+ practice responding to 
speaking and writing 

questions. 

Assessment 3 Jours 
ordinaires, jours de fête 

End of module 
assessment 

GCSE style test in 4 skills 
Listening, Reading, 
Writing, Speaking 

 

March 
 

Support with revision: 
learning of vocabulary + 

grammar structures 
+ practice responding to 

speaking and writing 
questions. 

Assessment 4 
De la ville à la campagne 

 

End of module 
assessment 

GCSE style test in 4 skills 
Listening, Reading, 
Writing, Speaking 

 

May 
 

Support with revision: 
learning of vocabulary + 

grammar structures 
+ practice responding to 

speaking and writing 
questions. 

Assessment 5 
Le grand large 

End of module 
assessment 

GCSE style test in 4 skills 
Listening, Reading, 
Writing, Speaking 

 
+ Mock French Speaking 

Exam 

July Support with revision: 
learning of vocabulary + 

grammar structures 
+ practice responding to 

speaking and writing 
questions. 
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Modern Foreign Languages - German 
 

In Year 10 and 11 students follow the AQA GCSE course. The students develop their listening, speaking, 

reading and writing skills in French and take four final examinations at the end of Year 11 in each skills above. 

Each element is worth 25% of the final grade. Over the two year course, the students will study eight modules, 

five in Year 10 and three in Year 11. The topics themes studied are:  

1- Identity and culture 

2- Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

3- Current and future study and employment 

GCSE German has a Foundation Tier (grades 1–5) and a Higher Tier (grades 4–9). Students must take all four 

question papers at the same tier. All question papers must be taken in the same series. 

Assessment 

 
Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your 

child 

Assessment 1 
Auf die Schule! 

Talking about school, clothes, pencil 
case, what you’re looking forward 
to at school this year.  Describe a 
school day, discuss school rules 

exchanges and school trips 

November 
 

Support with revision: 
learning of vocabulary + 

grammar structures 
+ practice responding to 

speaking and writing questions. 
 

Assessment 2 
Zeit für Freizeit 

Talk about leisure activities, reading 
habits, music, film and television. 

Discuss sport in Switzerland, 
celebrations and festivals 

 

January 
 

Support with revision: 
learning of vocabulary + 

grammar structures 
+ practice responding to 

speaking and writing questions. 
 

Assessment 3 
Menschliche 

Bezeiehungen 

Describe photos, what makes a 
good friend. Describe relationships, 

views on marriage, week end 
activities and compare your life as a 

child and now. 
 

March 
 

Support with revision: 
learning of vocabulary + 

grammar structures 
+ practice responding to 

speaking and writing questions. 
 

Assessment 4 
Wilkommen bei mir 

 

Describe your house, talk about 
food and drinks, meeting and 

greeting an exchange partner. Talk 
about a typical day, traditional 

German meals, how you stay fit and 
healthy. Discuss the advantages and 
disadvantages of social media and 

technology 
 

May 
 

Support with revision: 
learning of vocabulary + 

grammar structures 
+ practice responding to 

speaking and writing questions. 
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Assessment 5 
Ich liebe Wein 

Describe transport and making a 
hotel booking, travelling by train 

and buying tickets, describing 
accommodation, ordering at the 

restaurant, shopping for souvenirs 
and talking about problems 

 
+ Mock German Speaking Exam 

 

July Support with revision: 
learning of vocabulary + 

grammar structures 
+ practice responding to 

speaking and writing questions. 
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  Fine Art 
 

The Art department prides itself on being able to build strong working relationships with its students to 
ensure they each progress, achieve their full potential and independently realise their ideas. 
Students have five hour lessons of Art per fortnight and are taught in mixed ability groups. 
During Year 10 students will complete a project focused on Food and start another inspired by a past 
GCSE exam paper which could be titled; Close Up, Arrangements, Art in Boxes, Edges or clothing. 

 
Compulsory elements for each project are: 

 Research - a collection of photographs, images and written annotation. 
 Experimentation – developing ideas exploring materials and techniques. 

 Recording – observations drawings inspired by their research as initial ideas. 
 Personal Response – A final outcome which demonstrates a clear connection with the project theme 

with individual style. 

 
It is vital that each of the above elements are completed to ensure each of the assessment criteria is met. 

 
Assessment  
At the end of each project, each student’s coursework is marked against GCSE assessment criteria and 
supportive feedback is given to ensure students are able to develop and refine their work to aim towards 
achieving their potential grade and exceed expectations. All coursework produced on these two projects 
is presented as a portfolio of work which represents 60% of their overall final GCSE mark. 

 
Assessment Title Purpose Timing How best to support 

Project 1 To mark their first set of 
work on the course and 
predict estimated grades. 

Easter 2017 Ask your child how they are doing in 
Art, are they keeping up with their 
coursework? Do they need to attend 
catch up sessions after school on 
Wednesday’s to ensure they keep on 
track to achieve? 

Portfolio Review To present whole portfolio 
for marking of Project 2 and 
ensure they are on track to 
achieve their potential 
grade. 

June 2017 Ensure your child attends their 1:1 
meeting with their subject teacher, 
with all of their coursework.  You may 
wish to attend this review to 
understand how your child is currently 
working in this subject, hear 
productive feedback and be aware of 
any targets set to support them to 
achieve the grade which truly reflects 
their ability. 



Stockport School 

 

 

P
ag

e1
4

 

Drama 
 

GCSE Drama is a varied course where students gain experience of a range of Drama skills and techniques.  
In Year 10 there is a great focus on learning all techniques and styles of drama and to develop devising 
skills and developing theatre knowledge. Students are taught in workshop style lessons and are focussed 
towards creating devised and scripted pieces for public performance. This develops their independence 
and creativity, preparing them for Component 2 (Devising), where students devise drama and perform or 
design for the piece and Component 3, which students perform or design for 2 scripted extracts from 
published plays.  There is also a great focus on learning to write effectively to analyse both the work of 
self and others. This equips students to write with greater detail, explanation and with more application 
of drama language. Students use a range of stimuli including; stories, pictures, poems and extracts from 
plays that are explored in Drama workshops or developed into performance. They are also encouraged 
to develop their technical skills in lighting, sound and performance support, should they show interest in 
these areas. GCSE Drama has essentially a group based teaching approach, and group dynamics are a vital 
factor in achieving success. The teaching of drama focuses upon building these group work skills. 

 
Assessment 
During Year 10 students are assessed using a variety of methods - peer assessment, self-assessment and 
teacher assessment. Students take part in a minimum of two public performances which are assessed 
according to GCSE criteria. Written work is produced in groups or individually and is assessed in line 
with GCSE criteria.  Students are given very clear targets to help progression to the next level. 
Students sit the Unit 2 GCSE Coursework in the Summer Term of Year 10. This comprises 30% of the 
GCSE, with 15% given to practical marks, and 15% to the written live review and documentary response 
to the practical sessions. 
 

 
Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your 

child 

Component 2: Preparing 
for Devised Performances 

To prepare effectively for 
the assessed Devised pieces 

in Y11.  
Students perform/design 

for the following:  a 
physical theatre piece in 

lessons based on Guernica, 
monologue performances 
and create a whole school 

Ghost work using 
Expressionist Theatre style.  

December 2016 GCSE DRAMA 
Bitesize: 

Revision Guides 
are available to 

buy from 
reception 

Ask about their 
projects and come 

to watch their 
performances. 
See as many 

performances as 
possible. 
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Component 1 and 
Component 2 
Mock Exam 

Study Curious 
Incident and 

practice a live 
review in a Mock 
Exam. Perform 

monologues/duolog
ues or design for 
extracts from the 

script 

     February 2017 GCSE DRAMA 
Bitesize/ 

Revision Guide/  
Support with 

preparation for 
performance. 

Practice lines and  
support designers by 
discussing work with 

them. 

Component 1: 
Set text written 
paper: Blood 
Brothers 
Mock Exam 

View and study 
Blood Brothers, 

study text, perform 
key scenes and sit a 
lesson based Mock 
Exam on the text 
(Sections A and C) 

Easter 
2017 

GCSE DRAMA 
Bitesize/ 

Revision Guide/  
Support with 

preparation for 
performance. 

Discuss drama work 
with your child. 

Component 3: 
Live 

performance of 
Texts in 
Practice-  

Mock Exam 

Live performance/design to 
an audience  

(Curious Incident, DNA, 
selection of texts student 

choice) 
Teacher/peer assessed. 

May 
2017 

GCSE DRAMA 
Bitesize/ 

Revision Guide/  
Support with 

preparation for 
performance. 

Component 2: Devising 

Drama 

GCSE ASSESSMENT 

40% GCSE 

Creating drama from 
stimuli – performing 
and designing. Writing 
up log book. 

 
 

Summer 2017, 
extending into 
Autumn 2017 
(Y11)  

GCSE DRAMA 
Bitesize/ 

Revision Guide/ 
support with 

individual research re 
the topic chosen by 

the department. 
Checking notes are 

completed. 
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ICT 

 
GCSE ICT should help candidates to gain an insight into related sectors. It prepare learners to make 
informed decisions about further learning opportunities and career choices. 

 
A GCSE in ICT enables candidates to: 

 
• become independent and discerning users of ICT, able to make informed decisions about its use 

and aware of its implications for individuals, organisations and society, 
• acquire and apply creative and technical skills, knowledge and understanding of ICT in a range of 

contexts, 
• develop ICT-based solutions to solve problems, 
• develop their understanding of current and emerging technologies and their social and 

commercial impact, 
• develop their understanding of the legal, social, economic, ethical and environmental issues raised 

by ICT, 
• recognise potential risks when using ICT, and develop safe, secure and responsible practice, 
• develop the skills to work collaboratively, 
• evaluate ICT-based solutions. 

 
Assessment Title Purpose Timing How best to support 

B061 – ICT in 
today’s world 

Written Paper 
1 hour 

20% 

Covered: 
Sept 2016 – 

Mar 2017 
Examined: 
Summer 

2018 

Support with revision. 

B062 – Practical 
applications in ICT 

Controlled Assessment 
20 hours 

30% 

April - 
July 
2017 

Encouragement with initial research 
and questions. 

B063 – ICT in 
context 

Written Paper 
1 hour 

20% 

Covered: 
Sep-Oct 

2017 
Examined: 
Summer 

2018 

Support with revision and work on the 
pre-release material. 

B064 – Creative 
use of ICT 

Controlled Assessment 
20 hours 

30% 

April 2016 
Nov 2016 – 

Jan 2017 

Encouragement to give their best 
during Controlled assessment 
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Music 
 

Students that opt to take GCSE Music at Stockport School will explore the components and Areas of Study set 
out by the AQA Exam Board. Year 10 students will follow the new AQA GCSE Specification introduced in 
September 2016. GCSE music allows pupils to develop and demonstrate their musicianship skills through 
understanding music (Component 1: Listening and Contextual understanding), Performing music (Component 
2) and Composing music (Component 3).  
 
Due to music constantly evolving, these components will be explored through studying a wide range of 
musical genres with opportunities for practical learning. Students are required to develop their knowledge 
and understanding of a variety of musical elements, specific music vocabulary and musical context. This will 
be done through exploring the four areas of study set by AQA; Western classical tradition 1650 – 1910, 
Popular music, Traditional music, Western classical tradition since 1910. 
 
Pupils are given the chance to compose music in a variety of styles and are required to compose using Cubase 
and Sibelius which are specific pieces of ICT Music Software. Anyone taking GCSE music must be having 
individual instrumental/vocal lessons of their choice and these are provided free of charge by School for 
anyone taking the course.  
In addition to classroom lessons, pupils are expected to practise their chosen instrument and attend 
extracurricular clubs in order to develop solo and ensemble skills.  
 
Assessment 

Students are assessed throughout the year using the new 1-9 criteria within each of the three AQA 

components.  

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How best to support 

Baseline assessment To measure pupils listening and 
performing skills in a two part 
test in order to accurately 
monitor progress 

Start of half 
term 1 

Ensure pupils are having 
lessons with one of our 
peripatetic tutors or with 
another tutor outside of school. 

Half Term 1: Bridging 
Unit (Music Theory) 

To complete an end of unit 
theory/listening test to 
demonstrate understanding of 
the bridging unit. 

End of half 
term 1 

Support with the learning of 
music theory covered in Unit 1. 
(Revision materials provided on 
Firefly).    

Half Term 2: Exploring 
the popular music 
areas of study through 
a variety of listening, 
performing and 
composing tasks. 

To complete a popular music 
composition using Sibelius to 
demonstrate compositional skills 
developed so far.  
A second performance and 
listening test will also take place.  

End of half 
term 2 

Support with ensuring 
individual practise takes place 
at home regularly. Ensuring this 
practise takes place using the 
mark scheme and individual 
targets given.  
Support with further revision of 
new music vocabulary.  

Half Term 3: 
Composing for a film 
script and Western 
Classical Music (1650-
1910) 

To measure pupils ability to 
compose to a given stimulus by 
being assessed on a film 
composition. 

End of half 
term 3 

Support with ensuring 
individual practise takes place 
at home regularly. 
Continued support with the 
learning of music vocabulary 
specific to the Western Classical 
Music AOS.   

Half Term 4: 
Composing using a 

New music vocabulary and 
listening skills assessed in order 

End of half 
term 4 

Support with revision of new 
music vocabulary specific to the 
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classical structure and 
exploring Traditional 
Music/World Music 

to demonstrate understanding of 
the new area of study. 

Traditional Music Strand. 
Continued support with 
instrumental/vocal practise.  

Half Term 5: Pre-Mock 
Process 

Formal assessments to take place 
on performing, composing, 
listening in order to get an 
accurate picture of progress on 
the course.  

Throughout 
half term 5 

Support with 
instrumental/vocal practise. 
Support with revision of music 
vocabulary. 
Encouragement to attend extra 
composition sessions. 

Half Term 6: 
Composition 
preparation 

To complete initial compositional 
ideas to be handed in ready for 
starting compositions in Year 11 

End of half 
term 6 

Support with compositional 
preparation taking place in 
their own time.  
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Physical Education 

 
During the year the GCSE PE students will take part in the following practical activities: Circuit Training, 
Table Tennis, Badminton Netball, Cross Country, Athletics and Rounders. 

 
The students are expected to take part in all activities to develop their practical skills and an 
understanding of how to improve their own and others performances. 

 
They also have one classroom lesson each week which is used to cover the theoretical part of the course. 
Homework is regularly given and students have a week to complete. 

 

Assessment 

 
Assessment Title Purpose Timing How best to support 

Practice exam To test understanding of 

health, fitness & training 

October 2016  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Support with revision for 

the practice exam 

Practice exam Test understanding 

previous topics & diet, 

school influences 

December 2016 

Practice exam Test understanding 

previous topics & 

Leisure, social groupings 

February 2017 

Practice exam Test understanding 

previous topics & 

vocational 

opportunities, media, 

sponsorship 

March 2017 

Practice exam Test understanding 

previous topics & 

competitions, 

international sport, 

May 2017 

Practice exam Test understanding 

previous topics & role 

model, health & safety, 

injury 

July 2017 
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Religious Education 
 

The aim of Religious Education is to enable students to understand and reflect upon the religious and 
spiritual beliefs, practices, insights and experiences that are expressed in the universal search for meaning 
of life; and to provide opportunities for students to explore and express their own responses and personal 
beliefs. 

 

The Full Course GCSE in RE allows students to partake in all of the above whilst also ensuring that the 
work, effort and achievement is credited in an appropriate and worthwhile manner. 

 

Contemporary Religious Issues: 
Religious Attitudes to the Environment 
Religious Attitudes to Animals 
Prejudice and Discrimination 
Abortion 
War and Peace 

 

Assessment 
Students work is assessed by the criteria of the AQA exam board. 

 
Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 

Ongoing assessment 

through lessons 

To keep track of student 

progression throughout 

the year. 

Ongoing Help with Homework tasks and 

ask about what they are doing 

in class. 

End of module practice 

paper questions 

To measure understanding 

of topic and prepare 

students for the type of 

questions they will be 

faced with in the GCSE RE 

examination. 

November 

half-term 
 

‘Religion and 

Life issues’ 

Support with revision for the 

end of module questions. 
 
 
 

Please monitor student planner 

for exact dates of upcoming 

topics. 

December 

half-term 
 

‘Religion and 

Animal Rights’ 

Year 10 Mock 

Examination 

To test understanding of 

the topics covered over 

the year and to help 

students prepare for the 

examination experience in 

the subject. 

Summer term Support with revision for the 

Mock Examination. 
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Textiles 
 

GCSE Textiles is an entirely practical course through which students become skilful and confident using a 
wide variety of decorative textiles techniques such as;  fabric painting, embroidery, appliqué, transfer print, 
fabric construction, weaving, beadwork and stitching. 

 
Emphasis is placed on the development of ideas and skills within Textile design. 
All projects begin with observational drawing and experimentation with a range of materials. Projects are 
developed through various stages into a finished textiles piece. 
 
Typical units of work include working from natural forms (butterflies, sea life, landscape) and working 
from a theme, e.g. textiles from another culture (Indian, African textiles). 

 
Homework is an essential part of the course and supports and develops the project work done in class. All 
homework contributes to the final grade of each unit of work. 

 
Assessment 

 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 
Project 1 To mark their first set of 

work on the course and 
predict estimated 
grades. 

Easter 2017 Ask your child how they are doing in 
Art, are they keeping up with their 
coursework? Do they need to attend 
catch up sessions after school on 
Wednesday’s to ensure they keep on 
track to achieve? 

Portfolio Review To present whole 
portfolio for marking of 
Project 2 and ensure 
they are on track to 
achieve their Aspire 
grade. 

June 2017 Ensure your child attends their 1:1 
meeting with their subject teacher, with 
all of their coursework.  You may wish 
to attend this review to understand 
how your child is currently working in 
this subject, hear productive feedback 
and be aware of any targets set to 
support them to achieve the grade 
which truly reflects their ability. 
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Graphics 
 

In year 10, students start the course with the Madchester project, which looks at the musical history of 
the city. We visit Manchester and produce a range of associated work exploring the culture, bands, people 
and places of the scene of the late 80s and early 90s. 

The first project needs to be complete by Christmas as we will be working on a new task in January.  

The second project is based on stop motion animation, and producing a short film. This year, we will be 
investigating the culture and creativity of Japan to inspire our ideas. The stop motion project is wide 
ranging and will take up the remainder of Year 10, with several outcomes. Students are marked using four 
assessment objectives which combine to give an overall grade, and also overlap with each other. 

 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 
The Madchester 
project. 

A visit to the city to 
record cultural 
information from a first 
person perspective, the 
exploration of 
photography, bands and 
people of the scene, 
photomontage and the 
production of a unique 
final outcome. This is 
worth 20% of the final 
grade. 

September 
to 
December 
2016 

If you were there, or have any family 
members who were part of the 
Manchester scene, discuss it with your 
child, visit the city together and 
encourage them to show you their 
work! 

Japan Japan A detailed cultural study 
of aspects of Japanese 
culture, cumulating in 
character and set design 
and a stop motion 
animation. 

Part 1- 
January to 
Easter 2017 
Part 2- 
Easter to 
Summer 
2017 

Encourage your child to meet deadlines 
and stay up to date with tasks. A 
detailed booklet will be provided and all 
tasks will be on the VLE for your 
reference, so you can ensure your child 
is up to date. 
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Business Studies 
 
Students complete two units of work during Year 10. Unit 1 accounts for 25% of the final grade and is 
assessed through the completion of a multiple choice examination to be sat in June of Year 11. Unit 2 
accounts for 25% of the final grade and is assessed through a Controlled Assessment. 
 
Units 1 and 2 are about how small businesses operate. The topics studied include Market Research, 
Enterprise, Marketing and external influences on business.  
Unit 2 covers the same syllabus but is assessed through a Controlled Assessment about a business of the 
student's own choice. 
 
We will prepare for Unit 3 in year 11; this covers business growth and expansion organisation and 
communication and international trade. It is focused on larger scale businesses. This is assessed by written 
examination, which accounts for 50% of the final grade in June of Year 11.   
 
 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your 
child 

Unit 1 
Multiple choice test 

To test understanding of Business unit 1 November 
2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Support with research 
and revision. 

Encourage your child to 
revise using the GCSE 

resources available for 
each unit on Firefly. 

Purchase the business 
Studies Revision Guide 
and Revision Workbook 

from school. 

Practice controlled 
Assessment 

To prepare for independent controlled 
assessment on unit 1 topic 

October 2016 

Unit 2 
Multiple choice test 

To test understanding of Business unit 2 December 
2016 

Practice controlled 
Assessment 

To prepare for independent controlled 
assessment on unit 2 topic 

December 
2016 

Unit 3 
Multiple choice test 

To test understanding of Business unit 3 February 2017 

Practice controlled 
Assessment 

To prepare for independent controlled 
assessment on unit 3 topic 

February 2017 

Unit 3 
Multiple choice test 

To test understanding of Business unit 4 April 2017 

Practice controlled 
Assessment 

To prepare for independent controlled 
assessment on unit 4 topic 

April 2017 

Year 10 Examination  
 

To prepare for the GCSE examinations 
and test understanding of units 1, 2, 3, 

and 4 

June 2017 

Practice controlled 
Assessment 

To prepare for independent controlled 
assessment on unit 5 topic 

June 2017 

Unit 5 
Multiple choice test 

To test understanding of Business unit 5 July 2017 
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Photography 
 

The Art department prides itself on being able to build strong working relationships with its students to 
ensure they each progress, achieve their full potential and independently realise their ideas. Students 
have five hour lessons of Photography per fortnight and are taught in mixed ability groups. During Year 10 
students will complete a project focused on Scale: Getting to know the camera and another titled 
Environments taking us to explore the City of Manchester. 
 
Compulsory elements for each project are: 

 
• Research - a collection of initial photographs, photography styles and annotation. 
• Experimentation – Developing images using a range of processes and concepts. 
• Recording – Refine their picture taking in light of formal elements. 
• Personal Response – A final outcome which demonstrates a clear connection 

with the project theme with individual style. 

  
It is vital that each of the above elements are completed to ensure each of the assessment criteria is met. 

 
Assessment 
At the end of each project, each students coursework is marked against GCSE assessment criteria and 
supportive feedback is given to ensure students are able to develop and refine their work to aim towards 
achieving their potential grade and exceed expectations. All coursework produced on these two projects 
is presented as a portfolio of work which represents 60% of their overall final GCSE mark. 

 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 
Project 1 To mark their first set of 

work on the course and 
predict estimated 
grades. 

Easter 2017 Ask your child how they are doing in 
class, are they keeping up with their 
coursework? Do they need to attend 
catch up sessions after school on 
Wednesday’s to ensure they keep on 
track to achieve? 

Portfolio Review To present whole 
portfolio for marking of 
Project 2 and ensure 
they are on track to 
achieve their 
potential grade. 

June 2017 Ensure your child attends their 1:1 
meeting with their subject teacher, 
with all of their coursework.  You may 
wish to attend this review to 
understand how your child is currently 
working in this subject, hear productive 
feedback and be aware of any targets 
set to support them to achieve the 
grade which truly reflects their ability. 
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Media Studies (2 year course) 
 

During the first year of Media Studies pupils have focused upon the four key concepts. Pupils have also 
looked at the role of Print based Advertising, Film Promotion and Magazine Production. 

 
The four key concepts involve the role of media language when communicating ideas, the importance of 
audiences, media institutions and how people and places are represented. 
 
All 3 subject areas covered look at how each medium influences the public's opinions and beliefs. The aim 
of the year is to question how the media influences our lives. 

 
Assessment 
3 assignments which account for 60% of the total mark. These assignments involve a mixture of theory 
and practical work. 

 
Assignments: 

1.   Print based Advertising 
2. Film Promotion 
3.   Magazine Production 

 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 
Controlled 

Assessment 1: 

Print Based 

Advertising 

To test understanding of 

how Media Language 

and Audiences are used 

in the promotion of 

products. 

October – 

December 
 

2016 

Research a variety of print based 

adverts looking at how products are 

promoted to target audiences 

Controlled 

Assessment 2: 

Film Promotion 

To test understanding of 

how Representations 

and Institutions are used 

in the promotion of 

films across media 

platforms. 

January – 

March 
 

2017 

Look at a variety of films across genres 

and look at how different promotional 

methods / techniques target potential 

audiences. 
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Film Studies (2 year course) 
 

Film Studies provides an opportunity for students to develop their love and understanding of how films 
communicate meaning in the world. Film is an extremely important and culturally significant medium in 
the 21st Century and the objectives of the course are to look at the processes involved in film making, how 
films are targeted at specific audiences and to explore the institutional context of this creative industry. 

 
Assessment 
The coursework element to the GCSE allows students to develop a critical understanding of film and then 
apply this knowledge to creative tasks.  In year 10 students are asked to complete 4 pieces of coursework 
which account for 50% of their GCSE grade. 

 
Coursework consists of: 

1)   Exploring a film of the candidates choice (25 marks) 
2)   Pitch and Preproduction (30 marks) 
3)   Production (35 marks) 
4)   Evaluative Analysis (10) 

 
The coursework is therefore marked out of 100 and converted into a grade. 

 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your 
child 

Controlled Assessment 1: 
Production, Distribution and 
Exhibition research on a 
chosen film 

To develop independent 
research skills by looking at a 
chosen film. 

October – 
November 
 

2016 

Any independent 
understanding of the 
business behind film 
making is preferable. 

Controlled Assessment 2; 
Film Language analysis of 
extract from chosen film 

To develop students 
analytical skills by looking at 
how film language is used to 
create meaning. 

December – 
January 
 

2017 

Watching a variety of 
film extracts from 
different genres and 
looking at how meaning 
is created. 

Controlled Assessment 3: 
Film Pitch 

To develop students 
creative skills of selling a new 
narrative to a specific target 
audience. 

February – March 
 

2017 

Thinking 
independently about 
film appeal to different 
types of audience. 

Controlled Assessment 4: 
Magazine and Contents 
page design 

To test students creative 
skills by producing a piece of 
pre-production work. 

April – May 
 

2017 

Looking at different 
design examples from 
professionals 

Controlled Assessment 5: 
Promotional Poster 
campaign 

To develop students 
understanding of 
promotional methods and 
test creative skills 

June – July 
 

2017 

Going online and 
looking at different 
promotional poster 
campaigns 

Controlled Assessment 6: 
Evaluative essay 

To test students 
independent / objective 
analytical skills. 

July 2017 Helping to develop 
quality objective 
responses to own work 
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Dance 

During their first year of study, GCSE Dance students are working to develop and improve their practical 

skills as both a performer and choreographer.  They will complete a range of practical assessment tasks 

which will be performed live and assessed in line with the GCSE criteria. 

Through theory lessons, students are also developing their knowledge and understanding of practical work, 

critical appreciation of their own work and critical appreciation of a number of professional works.  Termly 

tests/mock exams will consolidate learning.  

In addition to weekly timetabled sessions, students are expected to commit to additional 

intervention/rehearsal sessions.  Commitment and reliability is particular important when group work is 

the focus.    

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your 
child 

Group practical 
performance  

First formal 
assessment piece 
focussing on 
performance skills. To 
gain experience of 
performing in front of 
an audience to build 
confidence and 
improve performance 
skills.  

1st Dec 2016.  
Christmas Dance 
show.  

Support students to 
attend rehearsal 
sessions, Tuesdays 
after school/Friday 
Lunchtimes.  
Reinforce the 
importance of 
commitment to group 
work.   Encourage 
rehearsal at home. 

End of term theory 
test. 

To consolidate 
theoretical learning to 
date.  To secure a 
commitment to 
theoretical study.  

December 2016 Support with revision 
at home.  Check 
Firefly.  Encourage 
students to make of 
use of Tuesday 
intervention sessions.  

Performance of Trio 
choreography. 

To build 
understanding of 
response to a 
stimulus, motif 
development, 
structuring and group 
choreography. 

February 2017 Support students to 
attend rehearsal 
sessions, Tuesdays 
after school/Friday 
Lunchtimes.  
Reinforce the 
importance of 
commitment to group 
work.   Encourage 
rehearsal at home.  
Encourage students to 
watch professional 
works when possible. 

Written mock exam. To consolidate 
theoretical learning to 
date.  To secure a 
commitment to 
theoretical study. 

March 2017 Support with revision 
at home.  Check 
Firefly.  Encourage 
students to make of 
use of Tuesday 
intervention sessions. 
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Performance of solo 
choreography and 
mock exam for solo 
performance of set 
dance. 

To improve 
understanding of 
response to a 
stimulus, motif 
development, 
structuring and 
choreographic 
devices. 
To prepare students 
for first official 
assessment of solo set 
dance. 

May 2017 Support students to 
attend rehearsal 
sessions, Tuesdays 
after school/Friday 
Lunchtimes.  
Encourage rehearsal 
at home.  Encourage 
students to watch 
professional works 
when possible. 

Practical exam.  
Official live 
assessment of solo set 
dances. 

To record official 
performance of Set 
dances. 

July 2017 Support students to 
attend rehearsal 
sessions, Tuesdays 
after school/Friday 
Lunchtimes.  
Encourage rehearsal 
at home.  Encourage 
students to watch 
professional works 
when possible. 

Written mock exam. To consolidate 
theoretical learning to 
date.  To secure a 
commitment to 
theoretical study. 

July 2017 Support with revision 
at home.  Check 
Firefly.  Encourage 
students to make of 
use of Tuesday 
intervention sessions. 
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Digital Media & Film Studies (Dual Award) 
Year 10 Film Studies, Y11 Digital Media 

 
The aims of the Dual Option are to offer students of a specific ability the chance to excel in both of these 

creative and analytical subjects. Film Studies GCSE is sat in Year 10 and the 6 pieces of controlled 

assessment are completed in 2 terms and all remaining time is spent on examination skills for the 2 

externally assessed papers. 
 

Digital Media BTEC begins as soon as this examination is over. Three pieces of controlled assessment are 

completed across the 3 terms; followed by an external exam at the end of Year 11. 
 

 
Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 
Controlled 

Assessment 1: 

Production, 

Distribution and 

Exhibition 

research on a 

chosen film 

To develop independent 

research skills by looking 

at a chosen film. 

September 

2016 

Any independent understanding of the 

business behind film making is 

preferable. 

Controlled 

Assessment 2; 

Film Language 

analysis of 

extract from 

chosen film 

To develop students 

analytical skills by 

looking at how film 

language is used to 

create meaning. 

September 

2016 

Watching a variety of film extracts from 

different genres and looking at how 

meaning is created. 

Controlled 

Assessment 3: 

Film Pitch 

To develop students 

creative skills of selling a 

new narrative to a 

specific target audience. 

October 

2016 

Thinking independently about film 

appeal to different types of audience. 

Controlled 

Assessment 4: 

Magazine and 

Contents page 

design 

To test students creative 

skills by producing a 

piece of pre-production 

work. 

October – 

November 

2016 

Looking at different design examples 

from professionals 

Controlled 

Assessment 5: 

Promotional 

Poster campaign 

To develop students 

understanding of 

promotional methods 

and test creative skills 

November – 

December 

2016 

Going online and looking at different 

promotional poster campaigns 

Controlled 

Assessment 6: 

Evaluative essay 

To test students 

independent / objective 

analytical skills. 

December 

2016 

Helping to develop quality objective 

responses to own work 
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Health & Social Care 
 

This is a two-year course which is an excellent introduction to the world of Health, Social Care and Early 

Years.  In year one, the focus is on your Controlled Assessment. You will learn how services are designed 

to meet the needs of people who use them and what measures are put in place in place to ensure that all 

people receive equality of care and high standards of care. You will research careers in the industry and 

gain a much deeper understanding of the Health, Social Care and Early Years services in your local area 

and beyond. In the second year, you will build on much of the work done in Year one and develop a deep 

understanding of how people develop physically, intellectually, emotionally and socially across the life 

stages. You will learn about self-concept and how the relationships we have with others influence our 

lives. You will find out how and why people react differently to life changes such as marriage, birth, death 

and going to university and how they can find support to help them when such events take place. 
 

Assessment 
 

The GCSE Course comprises 2 Units. 1 is externally tested and 1 is a Controlled Assessment Assignment. 
This is similar to coursework but must now be completed under controlled conditions in school time. 

 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 
Introduction to 

Health & Social 

Care 

Controlled Assessment / 

Examination Unit 

September 

– October 

2016 

 

Assignment One: 

Meeting the 

needs of clients 

Controlled Assessment November – 

December 

2016 

 

Assignment One: 

Meeting the 

needs of clients 

Controlled Assessment January – 

February 

2017 

 

Assignment Two: 

Professional 

Roles 

Controlled Assessment February – 

April 2017 

 

Assignment Two: 

Professional 

Roles 

Controlled Assessment April – July 

2017 
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Sociology 
 

GCSE Sociology offers an engaging and effective introduction to Sociology. Students develop knowledge 

and understanding about the society they are part of and about how sociologists study society. 
 

Sociology is an exciting, interesting subject which has great relevance to students’ lives. It teaches 

knowledge and skills which act as a solid foundation for the future. Students learn to see society in new 

ways and to understand the interrelated nature of key social institutions such as families, education, 

religion, the law, media and politics. 
 

In Year 10 this course will cover ‘Studying Society, Education and Families’ which provides an engaging 

introduction to some of the key concepts within Sociology. Pupils will consider social structures, 

processes and issues which are fundamental to how Sociologists think about things and which allow pupils 

to develop a more sociological way of thinking. 
 

In Year 11 the course will extend this deeper by engaging in the study of ’Crime and Deviance’, ’Mass 

Media’, ’Power’ and ’Social Inequality’. 
 

 Assessment  

 
Pupils will study one unit in Year 10 and another in Year 11. These are equally weighted and are worth 
50% of the final grade.  Both units are externally assessed by a written exam paper, each lasting for 1 Hour 
and 30 Minutes. 
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Psychology 
 
Psychology is an interesting and relevant subject which is fairly new to the Stockport School curriculum offer 
at Key Stage 4. Psychology is the scientific study of human behaviour. Psychologists consider the ways in 
which human thoughts, feelings and behaviours are controlled by the mind as well as entering into the 
nature versus nurture debate which pitches the impact of our biological and genetic influences against the 
influence of our environment. This science based study is studied over two years, with four topics of human 
behaviour and one topic of research methods studies in each year. The course is assessed with two external 
exams sat in the summer of Year 11, each lasting for 90 minutes and each being worth 50% of the overall 
GCSE.  
 
Assessment Schedule: 
 
Year 10 Psychology: Unit 1 – Making Sense of Other People 
Year 11 Psychology: Unit 2 - Understanding Other People 
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Topic Title Timings How to support your child 

The Development 
of Personality 

September – 
October 2016 

 The first piece of advice I offer to all parents of students 
studying GCSE Psychology is to purchase a private copy of 
the class textbook (AQA GCSE Psychology, Stanley, Boswell, 
Harris, Heliwell & McKenzie – Nelson Thornes). There are 
no good revision books and this text is designed to support 
the student to develop a logical and confidence approach 
to their learning. The book includes exam style questions to 
try and offers AQA examiner advice which will be 
invaluable.  
 
You can also support your child by encouraging them to log 
into Firefly, where there are lots of and lots of resources 
relating to each topic on the Psychology page (found in the 
Social Sciences section of the curriculum). There is also a 
Psychology Blog – ‘PsyStock’ which has great articles 
relating to many of the topics they study in class. They can 
interact with this to further gain confidence and increase 
their awareness and interest of the subject.  
 
It will help you to know that Psychology students should 
have homework every single week. Sometimes this is 
simply to go home and make revision notes or posters on 
topics or theories we’ve looked at in class. There should 
never be a week where they have no homework at all!   

Basic Research 
Methods 

November 2016 

Non-Verbal 
Communication 

December 2016 – 
January 2017 

Stereotyping, 
Prejudice & 
Discrimination 

February – March 
2017 

Human Memory March – May 
2017 

Aspects of 
Psychology  

May – July 2017 

Y
EA

R
 1

1
 P

SY
C

H
O

LO
G

Y
 

The Psychology of 
Learning 

September – 
October 2016 

Advanced 
Research Methods 

November 2016 

Social Influence November – 
January 2017 

The Psychology of 
Aggression 

January – 
February 2017 

The Psychology of 
Sex & Gender 

March – April 
2017 

Revision  April – June 2017 
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Food & Nutrition 
 

The course is made up of both practical and theory knowledge. It is not to be mistaken for a cookery 

course and has theory work involved as well. Through practical and theory work you will cover—nutrition, 

diet and health throughout life, nutritional, physical, chemical and sensory properties of food in storage, 

preparation and cooking, food storage, factors affecting consumer choice, food hygiene and safety. 
 
 

Assessment  
 

Unit 1: Home Economics: Food and Nutrition (Written Paper) - External examination – 1 hour 30 minutes 

– 100 marks – 40% 6 – 8 compulsory questions comprised of short answer, structured and free response 

questions. Some questions may include stimulus material. 
 

Unit 2: Food and Nutrition in Practice - Controlled assessment – 24–26 hours in total – 160 marks across 2 

tasks – 60% of total marks, 45% Individual Investigation, 15% Research Task Candidates must complete an 

Individual Investigation, 120 marks, and a Research Task, 40 marks. The controlled assessment tasks must 

be completed under supervision within the classroom. The Individual Investigation would occupy 

approximately 18 hours of supervision and the Research Task approximately 6 – 8 hours of supervision. 
 

 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support 
your child 

Controlled 

Assessment 

Research task 

and 

preparation for 

it 

To work towards and complete their 
Research task. 

Autumn 1 Support with 

ingredients for 

practical exams. 

Encourage and 

support your child in 

using high level of 

skills to gain more 

marks. 

 
Revisiting Year 10 
theory and 
introduction of 
new topics 

To support and prepare for their theory exam. Autumn 2 / 
Winter 

 Pupils to attend 

intervention if 

requested. Support 

completion of 

homework tasks and 

practical learning at 

home.  Encourage 

revision sessions. 

Have they bought a 

revision guide? 
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Introduction and 
completion of 2nd 
piece of course 
work – 
Investigation task 

To complete 2nd piece of course work 
for examination. 

 Support with 

ingredients for 

practical exams. 

Encourage and 

support your child in 

using high level of 

skills to gain more 

marks. 

Revision and 
practice on theory 
work to support 
completion of 
theory exam 

To support students’ theory knowledge and 
how to confidently complete a written paper. 

Spring 2 Pupils to attend 

intervention if 

requested. Support 

completion of 

homework tasks and 

practical learning at 

home.  Encourage 

revision sessions. 

Have they bought a 

revision guide? 

 
Preparation for 

first piece of 

coursework 

Theory based topics and ICT skills 

development to assist coursework. 

Summer 1  

Complete 

research task 

First official piece of coursework for Year 10 Summer 2  
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Computer Science 

 
Students follow the OCR J276 follow GCSE Computing 9 – 1.  Students have five lessons over the two week 

timetable.  These lessons involve the study of computer theory and programming techniques to prepare 

them for the final examination and controlled assessment project.  

The qualification consists of a Programming Project (20%) and two written exam papers.  The first focusses 

on computer systems, hardware, and networking principles and the second on computational thinking, 

algorithms and programming techniques.  Each paper counts as 40% of the final GCSE.   

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 

Baseline To assess current 
knowledge and 

understanding of 
computing 

Sept 16 N/A 

GCSE mock To assess understanding.  
To prepare for the final 

examinations. 

Jan 17 Support and encourage your child to 
revise through the use of BBC Bitesize, 

Firefly and revision books. 
1.1 – Systems 

 
 
 
 
 

To assess 
understanding/revise 

element of unit covered. 
 

To prepare for the final 
examinations. 

 
 
 
 
 

Ongoing 
from Sept 

16 

 
 

Support with revision 
 

Encourage your child to attend 
revision sessions. 

 
Purchase revision guides. 

 
Use online revision resources such as 

Teach ICT, BBC Bitesize to support 
class based revision activities  

1.2 – Memory 
 

1.3 – Storage 
 

1.4 – Networking 
 

1.5 – Protocols 
 

1.6 – Systems Security 
 

1.7 – Systems Software 
 

1.8 – Legal and Ethical 
issues 

2.1 – Algorithms 
 

 
 
 

To assess 
understanding/revise 

element of unit covered. 
 

To prepare for the final 
examinations. 

 
 
 
 
 

Ongoing 
from Sept 

16 

 
 

Encourage your child to practice 
programming techniques at home. 

 
Revisit class based tasks through 

Firefly. 
 

Sign up to Codecademy and work 
through programming lessons. 

2.2 – Programming 
techniques 

2.3 – Producing robust 
programs 

2.4 – Computational 
Logic 

2.5 – Translators 
 

2.6 Data Representation 
 

Programming Project Final GCSE controlled 
assessment. 
20% of GCSE. 

Sept 18 Encourage your child to practice 
programming techniques at home. 

 

 


