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P R E F A C E

The establishment of secondary education in England during the
early days of the 20th century was due primarily to the pertinent
demands of an expanding industrial society and the urgent need to
achieve national security. That secondary education did, in
addition, achieve more than these material aims was due to the
convictions of a few enlightened educationalists that the promotion of
cultural and spiritual values was also desirable. This conviction
was stimulated by the Christian and Humanitarian nature of our Society,
so convincingly displayed in the late 19th century and the early 20th
century. The Far Eastern maxim - "If you have two loaves, sell one and
buy lilies," was perhaps not generally known, but its precept was
put into practice, for the material prosperity of the age enabled an
unparalleled concern to be displayed for education, for the formation
of cultural societies and orchestras; for the building of Art Galleries
and museums; and for the creation of free libraries and parks. Education
was increasingly seen as something more than a mere materialistically and
vocationally oriented activity.
The story of Stockport School is typical of that of many in the
State Secondary sector, but it evolved unique characteristics, so that it
made a worthy contribution to Society both locally and nationally. In the
years following the Second World War its Headmaster warned of
a tendency he detected in the country, of some educationalists to urge
the creation of an educational system which would, he asserted, be
increasingly concerned with "the apotheosis of mediocrity." It is
heartening to record that others, as well as the Headmaster, were aware
of the dangers of this philosophy and would have agreed with Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle who, in his famous tale "The Valley of Fear" warns that
"mediocrity knows nothing higher than itself," a condition which would
lead to decadence both personally and nationally. Sir Arthur continued
to say that "talent instantly recognises genius," and hence implied the
urgent need to seek out and encourage the gifted. The School can claim
to have done this. It has sought to exploit every means at its disposal,
so responding gallantly to the implied assumption in the School's motto:
"YELIS ET REMIS"
This account of the School has been compiled from various sources:
personal reminiscences; copious Press records, particularly those of the
"Stockport Advertiser" delved from the archives of the Public Reference
Library, to whose assistants I should like to offer my sincere thanks;
minutes and records from the local Education Office, where facilities for
research were kindly made available by the Director of Education,
B.L.Harmon, B.A., and his staff, all of whom I wish to thank; School
records and Headmaster's reports, particularly those of Dr.Leslie Shave,
for which I am very much in his debt. Other sources include:

"The Proposed Technical School"

1887 - a local pamphlet

"Stockport .Ancient and Modern"

Vol.2 - Heginbotham

Stockport Advertiser's "History of Stockport"
"The Education of the Working Class" Steele
"Living Memories"

Sir Thomas Rowbotham

"Arthur James Balfour"

Kenneth Young

I owe warm acknowledgments to Mr. Ray Turner for his encouragement
and constructive advice; to Mrs. Mary Ingram for her careful typing of
the text; and finally, I would most sincerely wish to express my
gratitude to David A. Dean, the present Headmaster, who surprised me by
his suggestion that I should attempt this account, the writing of which
has given me much pleasure.

HILFRID J.COLCLOUGH
Davenport,
Stockport.
May 1979
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ANTECEDENTS:
Although the name STOCKPORT SCHOOL has only been in use since 1938,
the school, providing education for young people of the Borough of
Stockport and its immediate environs, has its origins in those
enterprising and thrusting days in the later years of Queen Victoria,
when the need for technical education was increasingly recognised and
demanded by local industrialists.
Prior to 1887, there had existed in Stockport classes in Science
for Artisans arranged in various local institutions, the two most
important being those at the Mechanics' Institute, which occupied a site
upon which now stands the Central Borough Library, and those at the
Stockport Sunday School, a unique and influential establishment which
dominated the centre of the Borough from an elevated site on the south
side of Wellington Street. None of these classes, it was felt, was able
to cope with the increasing technical demands of local industry, and
since 1884 local manufacturers and tradesmen had increasingly agitated
for some more advanced form of education than that provided by the
science classes. There was, it was urged, a need for a Technical or Trade
School in order to afford to our citizens an opportunity of studying the
principles of their respective trades.
Local industry in Stockport in the 1880's was principally concerned
with weaving plain and ornamental cotton cloth and, to a lesser extent,
in the weaving of wool. In addition, bleaching, dyeing, and calico
printing, associated with the textile industry, were also carried out,
together with the manufacture of textile machinery. Hatting was also
a local industry. Manufacturers, particularly those concerned with
textiles, had suffered a trade recession and were alive to the fact that
skilled, technicians were essential to combat competition from other
textile towns. They saw in the provision of local technical education a
means to industrial recovery. Steps were taken to examine and report upon
manufacturing in other areas, particularly those in which technical
instruction was available, with the result that-local manufacturers were
urged that it was "absolutely necessary that a scheme be formulated with
the object of providing the means of obtaining (Technical) education in
Stockport.
Most articulate and influential in advocating the establishment of
a local technical school was Alderman Joseph Leigh, J.P., a local
entrepreneur. He was a. successful and wealthy man who, upon his
induction as Mayor of the County Borough of Stockport in 1886, publicly
voiced the urgency of the matter. As a result of Joseph Leigh's
initiative, an Executive Committee, of which he was Chairman, was set up
to consider ways and means of providing technical education locally. Two
of its members were Thomas Kay, who acted as Hon.Treasurer, and Ephraim
Hallam, both of whom are commemorated in Stockport School by their names
having been given to two of its six Houses.
The problem of the provision of technical education was not merely
a local concern: it was recognised nationally. The Ways and Means
Committee were conversant with the ideas and pleadings of T.H.Hukley, a
Professor of Mines and a leading advocate of the establishment of a
national system of education. In letters to the Press he had asserted,
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"I do not think I am far wrong in assuming that we are entering upon the
most serious struggle for existence to which this country has been
committed. The latter years of this century promise to see us embark
upon an industrial war of far more serious import than the military
wars of its opening years.
On the 25th of February, 1887, Joseph Leigh, acting as Mayor,
invited a number of local gentlemen to meet him at the Borough Court
House, Vernon Street, to discuss the most appropriate manner in which
the Borough of Stockport could commemorate the 50th year of the reign
of Queen Victoria. The majority of those attending were local
manufacturers.. They responded enthusiastically to the Mayor's
suggestion that it might be suitable and convenient to allow their
personal affection and loyalty to the Queen to be demonstrated in a
manner which would relate to their concern for and their interest in
local industry. To fortify his suggestions, Joseph Leigh produced a
telegram, which he read to the meeting. It was from Messrs Kay Brothers,
local industrialists, who at that moment were in London on business.
The telegram read as follows:
"SUGGEST A TECHNICAL SCHOOL AS MOST WORTHY ADVOCACY –
GREATER HONOUR CAN NOT BE DONE TO THE, QUEEN THAN BY EDUCATING
HER SUBJECTS IN THE INDUSTRIAL ARTS."
The local gentlemen needed little persuasion to Support the idea,
and when Alderman Ephraim Hallam proposed,
"That it is desirable to establish a Technical and Art School
in this town, to enable its inhabitants to acquire..........
that special teaching requisite to maintain its position
amongst the industrial towns of this country,"
the, meeting passed the resolution unanimously.
An interesting feature of this resolution was the suggestion that
an Art School be established. This, no doubt, reflected the practical
desire felt locally to improve textile design" but it also reflected
another interest - the concern of the increasingly wealthy industrialists
of the north in cultural matters, particularly those relating to the
Fine Arts (see biographical notes on Thomas Kay).
The immediate result of the Court House meeting was the calling of
a public meeting to take place on Wednesday, March 2nd, 1887, and to be
chaired by the Mayor, Joseph Leigh Esq., J.P., at which the idea that
the Queen's Jubilee should be celebrated locally by the establishment of
a Technical School should be ventilated and public subscriptions called
for. The Mayor was the principal advocate, and in reply to a statement
that the youth of Stockport could get all the technical education they
needed in Manchester, he vigorously stated that "Stockport ought to look
after the training of its own youth and not rely upon Manchester......
A lad was something of an enthusiast, who, after doing a hard day's work,
cou1d go off to Manchester two or three times a week and return at 10 or
11 o'clock. They ought to have the information as near as it could
possibly be got," a remark that was widely applauded. The enthusiastic
meeting proceeded with the passing of a resolution urging that the 50th
year of the reign of Queen Victoria be commemorated locally by the
establishment in Stockport of a Technical and Art School" in which to
educate our industrial and commercial classes in the principles of the
sciences and arts underlying their trades."
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An executive committee to carry out the wishes of the meeting was
elected, with powers' to co-opt additional members from among local
magistrates, local professional men and trade unionists; from local
friendly societies' and Masonic Lodges; from the influential Stockport
Sunday School and the science classes already in existence within the
Borough.
The financing of such an ambitious project was to be entirely
private, for in those days no means existed for either national or local
government to make monetary contributions. A public list was opened and
among the first donations made was £3,500 from Joseph Leigh, more than
anxious to support his educational ideas with financial aid, and another
£3,500 donated anonymously by "a Friend." Those two donations alone were
sufficient to cover the cost of the buildings deemed necessary. In
addition, the surprising sum of £5,000 was contributed by Lady Whitworth,
widow of Sir Joseph Whitworth, whose successful career began in
Stockport. Both Lady \Whitworth and Sir Joseph had long been concerned
with the encouragement of education. Lady Whitworth also donated another
£5,000, to be used to provide local scholarships to enable both boys and
girls "who may have shown themselves able and wistful to pursue their
education (scholastic or practical) at any place of higher education."
The public meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to the Mayor. A
great project had been decided upon and the means to finance it
established. The Mayor, responding, said he could not forget that eighty
years before (i.e. in 1807) Stockport had led the way in Sunday School
teaching and had erected a school that excited the admiration of
neighbouring districts. He concluded: "If the Stockport men of today are
of the same mettle as the men of those days we should soon have a
Technical School amongst us."
This proved to be so. The trustees of the Stockport Grammar School,
which then stood upon the site no\v occupied by the War Memorial and Art
Gallery, were approached, and a parcel of land of some 2342 square yards,
possessing a 41 yards frontage on to Wellington Road South (now occupied
by the Stockport College) with ample room for development, was purchased.
The foundation stone of the new Technical School was laid on the
8th of September, 1888, by the Lord Mayor of London, Alderman (later
Sir) Polydore De Keyser. The occasion provided an opportunity for
considerable local excitement and pomp. The Lord Mayor arrived on the
previous evening and was the guest, overnight, of the Mayor, Alderman
Joseph Leigh, at whose house, Bank Hall, he met the Mayor of Manchester
and a selected group of local dignitaries. On the morning of the 8th,
the Lord Mayor was officially welcomed by members of the Borough Council
and presented with an illuminated address, after which the Council
members, their distinguished guest, and a large and representative party
sat down to lunch in Pendlebury Hall. In replying to the toast "The.
Health of the Right Honourable, the Lord Mayor of London," Alderman
Polydore De Keyser expressed the gratitude of the Corporation of London.
In London, he said, they did not forget that they owed to Stockport two
eminent Lord Mayors - Sir Edmund Shaa., Lord Mayor of London in 1482, and
Sir Nicholas Mosley, Lord Mayor of London in 1599. Flattering the
assembled company, the Lord Mayor said that both men "did great service
to the Corporation because they brought from Stockport that spirit of
enterprise, that spirit of energy, that spirit and desire to do good"
which he knew those assembled also possessed.
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The Mayor was then conducted by the Mayor and Mayoress through the
crowded streets to the site of the new Technical School. Following them
was a long procession of Civic dignitaries, local magistrates and clergy,
members of the Free Masons, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the
Free Gardeners, the Ancient Order of Shepherds, the Independent Order 'of
Rechabites, together with members of the Technical School Committee. At
intervals along the route, eight brass bands provided music for
the procession. About the site, a huge crowd of onlookers had gathered,
and, to their applause, the foundation stone was solemnly laid with full
Masonic Honours. The stone bore the inscription:
This foundation stone was laid by the Right Honourable,
the Lord Mayor of London, Polydore De Keyser, 8th September 1888.
Joseph Leigh Esq., Mayor."
When, in 1964, the Technical School was taken down to make room for
the Stockport College buildings, the Foundation Stone salvaged from the
site was placed in the north wall of the entrance way to the Reuel
Harrison Building, where its weathered inscription can still be read.

THE TECHNICAL SCHOOL
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The new Technical School flourished, and, with the passing in 1889
of Lord Salisbury's Technical Instruction Bill, local authorities in
England were enabled to levy a 1d. rate to be used for technical and
manual instruction, and a boost given nationally to technical education.
The new Act, however, was not mandatory and it was not until 1890 that
public money was specifically allocated to local authorities for
Technical Education. The Stockport Borough Council reacted rapidly and in
1889 - 1890 made a £400 grant to the new Technical School. This proved to
be inadequate and later, annual grants were increased, while ,the
adjacent Cheshire County Council, aware of the fact that many young
people from Cheshire were attending the Stockport Technical School,
made financial contributions.
The financing of the Technical School persisted in being a problem
as its activities expanded, so that it was increasingly obvious that
private contributions, even when augmented by local authority grants,
did not provide a sound financial basis. As a result, on the 7th of
March, 1892, the Technical School was presented as a gift to the
Stockport Borough Council, on condition that the Authority accepted full
responsibility for its future organisation and financing. By 1896
instruction was being provided at evening classes in Technical' and
Scientific subjects. An Art School flourished also.
As the bulk of the courses provided w re normally held in the
evening, it was realised that ,the excellent teaching facilities and
staff provided by the Technical School were by no means being fully
utilised. It was suggested that a Day School for Boys and Girls be
established, d in 1896 such a school came into being, with just over 100
pupils on its roll. It was this Day School that eventually evo ved into
the present Stockport School.
THE 1202 A.J.BALFOUR EDUCATION ACT.
. In' 1902, was pa.ssed through Parliament, as a result of the
foresight, ruthlessness and single-mindedness of an English
aristocrat"the most significant piece of educational legislation of the
earlier decades of this century.
For many years Arthur Balfour was sensitive to the development' of
contemporary science and technology, and was obsessively convinced that
national prosperity and survival could only be achieved by their
encouragement.
At a meeting held in the Victoria University (later, Manchester
University) on the 21st October 1891, Arthur Balfour had said, "any
nation anxious to keep in the van of industrial progress cannot ignore or
neglect the teaching of Science," and later added:
tithe spec lators of the most abstract mathematics, of the highest
chemistry and physics in al its branches, not only carry us into
provinces which seem absolutely remote, from human experience..... but
they are also mixed up with dividends, with mills and manufactures and
the elements of the most material progress." Such sentiments, no doubt',
endeared
.Balfour to the Manchester and Stockport industrialists in his
audience.
Thus did A.J.Balfour urge an immediate provision of wider
educational facilities for young people.
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In the last decade of the 19th century, despite, transient
prosperity in certain localities, poverty was 1Nidespread, unemployment
rife. Industrial production, particularly of British steel, had fallen
behind that of our American and German rivals, who were increasingly seen
as menacing commercial competitors. Arthur Balfour preached that national
survival and prosperity could only be achieved if its citizens were
educated and its more able sons even more so.
In 1896, largely on account of Balfour's initiative, an Education
Bill had been passed through Parliament. This Bill fundamentally reformed
elementary school education. The Act provided for the formation by local
County Councils of Committees to control all Primary Education, including
that provided not only by the Board Schools, but also that organised and
provided by religious bodies, including the established Church of England
and the radical and articulate Non-Conformists.
In Stockport the Chairman of the first Education Committee was Thomas
Rowbotham, later Sir Thomas Rowbotham, after whom one of the Houses of
Stockport School is named. The 1896 Education Bill met with violent
opposition because of its revolutionary nature. In particular, the NonConformists, supported by the Liberal Party, and to a lesser extent
certain Conservatives and Anglicans, opposed the Bill: the Non
Conformists because they objected to paying rates, some of which would
be set aside for local education, including; that for Anglicans; while
the Anglicans objected to any form of secular and state authority, namely
an Education Committee, acting on behalf of a local County Borough,
having any jurisdiction over their schools. The way to
educational reform was thus barred by the myopic religious sectarianism
for which Arthur Balfour had no sympathy whatsoever. In Stockport
opposition existed but was no doubt muted owing to the tactful election
of Thomas Rowbotham, an influential local manufacturer and well-Known Non-Conformist, to the Chairmanship of the local Education Committee.
Balfour's appreciation of the urgent national necessity to reform
education caused him to adopt ruthless parliamentary tactics to get his
Bill passed. He was prepared to endanger his own political career;
he even risked the collapse of the Conservative Government - bl1t his
tenacity and tactics worked, and on March 25th, 1896, his Bill became
law. Not content \vi the this success, Lord Balfour decided, in spite of
continued opposition from religious interests, to agitate for even
further educational reforms, particularly in the disciplines of Science
and Technology. In 1902 he presented a second Education Bill to
Parliament, the main aim of which was to so improve education in England
that it might equal, if not surpass, that already in existence in
Germany, whose increased industrial power, commercial rivalry and
military and naval strength were deemed to be directly related to the
existence of its excellent school system. The major characteristic of
this second Bill, which directly concerns us, was its provision for the
establishment of Secondary Schools in England, such schools to be under
the direct control of the local Education Committees. Again, violent
opposition came from the Liberals and the Non-Conformists, who supported
them. The Government was almost defeated and was unpopular in the country
at large, where assertive Non-Conformist opposition railed against the
Bill, again because incidentally it resulted in the subsidising of
Anglican schools.
Arthur Balfour was saddened and surprised by the violence of the
political and religious opposition and "the total indifference to the
interests of education" shown by the opposition. Balfour hated religious
strife, but in spite of it and undaunted by the fact that so many people
failed to see the point of his 1902 Education Bill, he persisted in
urging
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it through Parliament. Fortunately the Cabinet supported him, as did an
extraordinary man, a Civil servant, named Robert L.Morant. Morant was an
enthusiastic and persuasive advocate of Secondary School education, who
saw in its adoption not merely the promotion of, industrial technology,
but also a means of general cultural enrichment. For to Robert L.Morant,
such education must include not merely mathematics, science and
technology, but liberal studies including foreign languages, geography
and history.
The combined energy and persuasiveness of Balfour and Morant rallied
support both in the country at large and in Parliament, and in December
1902, the House of Commons, ignoring the strident voices of religious
bigots, passed the Bill.
As a result of Lord Balfour's Education Act of 1902, the Stockport
Borough Council formed a Special Education Committee to study resultant
obligations. It was decided that the Stockport Technical Day School,
generally referred to locally as "The Tec." should be upgraded and made
into a secondary school in conformity with the 1902. Act. It was renamed,
officially at any rate, the Stockport Municipal Secondary School, but the
old familiar name, "The Tec." persisted until the late 1930's when major
developments were enacted.
The stage was now set for the provision in Stockport of a form of
secondary school tuition for young people, which, as time passed, became
a challenge to and eventually the equal of, the excellent education
provided by traditional grammar schools in the area. It is significant,
too, that the rivalry provided by local Municipal Secondary Schools acted
as a spur to the expansion and development of many' established grammar
schools in the first and second decades of the 20th century.
In 1903 there were over 250 pupils, including both boys and girls,
in the Stockport Municipal Secondary School, thus providing a significant
contribution to the town's secondary education. Whereas previously the
age of entry to the Technical Day School had been at about the age of 14,
and most pupils had attended only for two years, regarding it as a place
where they could finish their elementary education, in 1903 the age of
entry was lowered to 12.
Most scholars were recruited from the abler children at elementary
schools within the County Borough of Stockport. The next came from
adjacent areas beyond the Borough boundary and were referred to as
'Cheshire pupils.' Children normally left elementary schools at 14 years
of age, although in Cheshire it was 13. Entering the Secondary School at
12, pupils were encouraged to remain there until they were 16. Initially
there was no educational test to be passed by intending pupils, but fees,
were demanded. These, however, were modest and compared very favourably
with those charged at Stockport Grammar School, with the result that
pupils from lower middle class homes, if not working class homes, 'could
attend. There were, however, various scholarships provided by private,
philanthropy, amongst the earliest being the Whitworth and Ephraim Hallam
Scholarships. The Stockport Education Committee also provided a number
of Minor Scholarships, available for pupils below the age of 13 attending
the town's elementary schools, and certain Major Scholarships, available
for pupils from the Municipal Secondary School, which provided a welcome
incentive for talented pupils to remain in attendance for a longer period
than they might otherwise have done. (In later years, these Major
Scholarships were granted to talented pupils as a means of aiding their
progress through University).
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The first Headmaster was R.J.Brown, M.Sc., after whom Brown House in
the present school is named (see biographical notes on R.J.Brown).
He had already been the Head of the Technical School and the Technical
Day School. J.R. Brown was of Scots descent. He received his early
education at a private school, from which he proceeded to Owen's College,
Manchester (later to form part of Manchester University), and in 1882
took a First Class Honours Degree in Chemistry. In 1889 he obtained his
Master's Degree. Later he continued his studies abroad, first at
Heidelberg University and later at the Polytechnic at Charlottenburg,
where he studied under the world-famous Professor Bunsen.
As Headmaster of the Stockport Municipal Secondary School, Mr. Brown
was supported by a staff of assistant masters and mistresses. The school
was co-educational and all classes mixed. A detailed inspection during
the 1903 - 4 academic years highly commended the Headmaster and his staff
and the quality of the teaching. The only criticism in the H.M.I.'s
report related to the inadequacy of classroom facilities, a matter which
was persistently to have a hampering effect until the opening of the new
building at Mile End in 1938.
From 1904 to 1905 the number of girls in attendance increased and
the policy was adopted of teaching the sexes separately, the girls taking
a slightly different curriculum more suited to their special
requirements.
A chief assistant mistress was appointed, especially to
supervise discipline and general welfare, and extra Form Mistresses were
appointed. Most of the teaching of Mathematics and Science to both boys
and girls was carried out by Masters. In some few cases boys' classes
were taught by Mistresses. This inter-change between the boys' and girls'
departments was deemed to be most beneficial - it was certainly quite
unusual in those days.
The staff of the Stockport Municipal Secondary School in 1904 - 5
was as follows:
R.J.Brown Esq., M.Sc.
Miss M.K.Marsland, M.A.
Samuel Scott Esq.
R.Chorley Esq., A.R.C.S.
* M.J.H.Cooke Esq.,B.Sc.
J.H.Moore Esq., B.Sc.
C.H.McCarthy Esq.
J.E.Sladen Esq., B.A.
A.Taylor Esq., F.C.A.
Miss Liptrott
Miss A.Lowe
Miss B.Lunt
Mrs. Heap

Headmaster
Chief Assistant Mistress

*In 1924 appointed Headmaster of the School.
The pupils were prepared for the external Oxford and Cambridge
Junior and Senior Local Examinations, success in which enabled some of
them to enter Teacher Training Colleges, while others gaining grades
which were accepted in lieu of Matriculation, were accepted by
professional bodies concerned with Law, Accountancy, Pharmacy,
Architecture, Engineering, etc. A minority proceeded to a University.
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Up to 1904, no provision had been made for any kind of physical
education. Now efforts were made to organise games, enthusiasm being
generated for football, cricket, hockey and swimming: 1904 also saw the
formation of a school library.
Although the number of pupils proceeding directly to a university
was small, there was evidence that a considerable number did later
continue their education and that among these were some who went to
university, many to read Arts Degrees. On account of this fact, in 1905 6 Latin was introduced into the curriculum.
In September 1908 the number of pupils was 304 (some 139 boys and
165 girls). Over half the girls leaving at the end of the summer term in
1908 became student teachers, but only a very small number of boys during
this period left to train in that capacity - the bulk going into local
industry, commerce or the professions.
The demand for admission, seriously inconvenienced by lack of
classroom accommodation, soon exceeded the number of places available. To
deal with this situation, intending fee-paying pupils had now to take,
and pass, an entrance examination. This procedure made certain that all
pupils were, intellectually capable of profiting from the type of tuition
provided, which now was concerned with those initial general and
scientific studies needed for the rapidly expanding demands of the
professions, industry and commerce. This was a far cry from the tuition
of mere industrial operatives that had been in the minds of some of those
who, in 1887, supported Alderman Joseph Leigh in his demand for local
technical education. The School was now obviously subscribing to the
philosophy of Lord Balfour and, in its wider spheres, to the liberal
interpretation of education as advocated by Robert Morant. Their faith
that secol1dary education would reveal and nurture talents essential to
national prosperity and personal advancement was slowly but surely being
vindicated. Old Boys from relatively humble social origins were
increasingly occupying places of responsibility in both local and
national situations. A most outstanding success achieved by an ex-ember
of Stockport Municipal Secondary School must be recorded.
In 909, Robert Downs Haworth, living in Cheadle Heath and attending
the
Council School there, won a Minor Scholarship to Stockport
Municipal Secondary School. He was a brilliant pupil, responding eagerly
to the teaching of Mr.R.J. Brown, the Headmaster, who taught him
Chemistry. While at school, gaining
a Major Scholarship, he proceeded to Manchester University to study
Chemistry. Having passed his degree, he was awarded, in 1919, the Mercer
Scholarship, and in 1920 the Beyer Scholarship. He continued to do
research in Organic Chemistry at Manchester and in 1923 and, again in
1925 was awarded the coveted 1851.
Exhibition Scholarship, which enabled him to study further at Oxford
University, where he became a demonstrator. In 1927 he took up an
appointment as lecturer in Organic Chemistry at King's College,
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and twelve years later, in 1939, became a Professor
at Sheffield University. In 1944, at the early age of 47, Dr. Haworth's
researches in his specialised field were national1y recognised and he was
elected Fellow of the Royal Society.
It is pleasing to record that, in the autumn of 1955, Dr. Haworth
generously gave of his time to attend, as principal guest, the Annual
Dinner of the Old Stoconians, at which his nostalgic recollections
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of the Stockport 'Tec.' delighted his contemporaries who were present,
and rather surprised younger members of his audience.
In 1957, Dr .Haworth, whose further researches into the nature of
the organic chemistry of sugars were of significance, was awarded the
Davy Medal of the Royal Society.
THE GREEK STREET SCHOOL.
In 1910, as a result of an increasing demand local1y for secondary
education, a new building at Greek street was erected upon the site
adjacent to the Technical School and behind the Stockport Grammar School,
the latter in those days standing upon the site now occupied by the War
Memorial Art Gallery. The new building was mainly for girls, the boys
remaining in the original location.
The new school was a multi-storied stone and brick structure. In the
basement was a well-equipped gymnasium (used by both girls and boys)
together with ancillary rooms. Classrooms on both the ground floor and
the first floor were arranged about a centrally-placed hall, enriched by
a solid oak blocked floor and handsome mural panelling. A cantilevered
balcony at first floor level gave access to all first floor classrooms,
and also a pleasant view of the spacious hall below which, as time
passed, increasingly became the venue for those social events for which
the Municipal Secondary School was to become so renowned. On the third
floor were science laboratories, a spacious art room, kitchens, and a
pleasing dining room, essential now that the school's population came
from an ever-widening catchment area, including parts of East Cheshire.
The splendid facilities provided at the new school were not enjoyed
for long. The outbreak of the Great War in August, 1914, roused a
population which had hedonistically frolicked in the post-Boer War years
of Edward VII's reign, and although the enthusiasm for the 1914 War was
tempered by certain apprehensions, few citizens were prepared for the
slaughter on the Western Front. The nature of this gradually seeped into
the nation's consciousness and became a vivid reality locally when, in
1915, the Mayor of Stockport, Thomas Kay Esq., J.P., received an urgent
communication from the military authorities at the War Office, calling
for an immediate statement from the Borough as to which of its schools
could at once be transformed into military hospitals. Those which had
recently been built were most desirable. Among the many nominated were
Hollywood, Alexandra Park, Vernon Park, and the new Greek street Girls'
Secondary School, all of which became military hospitals, the
administrative centre for the group being sited in the Greek Street
building. An old boy, Harry Officer, recalls that, having qualified as a
dispenser, he was engaged as such by the military medical staff and that
the School became a hospital in May, 1915. In many local educational
establishments alternative accommodation for pupils was virtually
impossible, and a system of half-time teaching improvised the inadequate
accommodation being made available in Church halls, Sunday Schools, and
the like. The girls at Greek Street were fortunate in that tuition was
satisfactorily provided in the Technical School, which fortunately had
been enlarged in 1913 - 15, when a substantial wing had been added to the
south end of the building. It was not until 1919 that the Greek Street
building reverted to its original function as the girls' section of the
local Secondary School.
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THE WAR MEMORIAL.
The appalling casualties of the Great War are reflected in the
number of old boys who were killed on the Western Front and elsewhere. Of
the number who actually joined the Forces, 52 were known to have been
killed and to perpetuate their memory and pay tribute to their sacrifice,
an enamelled and brass plaque, bearing the names of the dead, was placed
with due ceremony in the main corridor of the Stockport Technical School.
The plaque bears the inscription:
This tablet was erected by past and present members of the School, in
memory of the Old Boys of the School who died for their country.
1914 - 1919
When in 1964 the Stockport College (as later the Technical School.
was called) Was taken down and the present building erected, the War
Memorial plaque was properly removed and placed in Stockport School in
the corridor leading to the Main Hall.
By 1922, the vacant premises of the Stockport Grammar School
at the corner of Wellington Road South and Greek street had been taken
down and the elevated site chosen by the Stockport Borough Council for
the erection of a War Memorial. This was completed in 1922, when it was
opened by the then Duke of Gloucester. Each year following, until the
outbreak of the Second World War, on the 11th of November, Armistice Day,
at precisely 11 o'clock, this being the anniversary to the minute of the
cease-fire on the Western Front, a solemn open-air Remembrance Day
Service was conducted, where vast crowds gathered before the War Memorial
building. Pupils of Stockport Secondary School annually took part in
these moving ceremonies. Shortly, before 11 o'clock the assembled School
would file quietly out to its appointed place. As far as the eye could
see, down towards Mersey Square, along Edward Street towards the Armoury,
filling the whole of each roadway would be thousands of silent, mournful
people. As eleven 0 I clock approached, the whole town grew apprehensive.
Then, as the hour struck from the blackened tower of St.Thomas's Church
nearby, the plaintive notes of the Last Post were sounded by a solitary
bugler standing on the podium of the Wax Memorial. The last note trailed
off into a void and for one long, long minute there was an absolute
silence, broken only towards its end by the muffled sobbing of some
bereaved person. The highly-charged emotion of these ceremonies was such
that few, if any, who took part in them failed to be permanently
impressed. Few realised that in less than two decades they too would be
caught up in another holocaust.
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In February, 1924, the School suffered a grievous loss: its
respected and beloved Headmaster, J.R.Brown, M.Sc., was killed in a
motor-cycle accident. Mr.Brown had nurtured the School from the early
days of its faltering progress at the beginning of the century and had
created an efficient educational machine in keeping with the increasing
"
demands of Society.
The School was fortunate in his successor, Mr.M.J.H.Cooke, M.Sc.,
for many years a valued member of the teaching staff, who was appointed
the new Headmaster (see biographical notes on Mr.M.J.H.Cooke). The new
Head, a graduate of M1anchester University, where he obtained his B.Sc.
and later his M.Sc., inherited a thriving and expanding school of some
400 boys and girls. The times were difficult; the war had produced great
changes in the social structure of the country; there was industrial
unrest, culminating in the General Strike of 1926; a rapidly worsening
economic state of the country was degenerating towards the economic
collapse of 1931. Money available for public expenditure was increasingly
scarce, so that the financial means to develop the School to its
potential was lacking. This inadequacy was aggravated by the reluctance
of the local authority to increase rates, even modestly, and in their
wisdom the town's Finance Committee was rather proud of the fact that
rates in Stockport were among the lowest in the country. The new
Headmaster repeatedly pointed out to the authority the urgent need for
additional accommodation. Admittedly, in .1928, some rather
unsatisfactory, cheap, timber-framed and asbestos structures were erected
to provide room for four additional classrooms. But the core of the
problem persisted.
In spite of difficulties, however, under Mr.M.J.H.Cooke the School
went on, a thriving, happy, small community conscious of its identity,
and proud of it.
Increased interest in games and athletics resulted in the
acquisition of playing fields at Adswood, close by the Co-operative
Society’s Bakery. The fields had previously been used by the boys of
Stockport Grammar School but were superfluous to their needs, since they
had moved to their new site on Buxton Road in 1916. Association football,
cricket and hockey were still the main games. However, in 1929, a newlyappointed Physics Master, William White, a former pupil of Stockport
Grammar School, introduced lacrosse, and it was a reflection of his
enthusiasm and the fact that the game was widely played by the grammar
schools of East Cheshire and South-east Lancashire that it thrived, so
much so that in the 1930's as many as five lacrosse teams turned out each
Saturday for inter-school matches. The game only declined when, as a
result of the Second World War, it became increasingly difficult, and
finally impossible to acquire lacrosse sticks from the only place of
manufacture, Canada. Attempts have been made, since the Second World War,
to revive the game, but with no permanent success. However, a legacy does
persist. Lacrosse now flourishes at Stockport Grammar School, to which it
was zealously introduced by an Old Boy of our School, Mr. James Gosling,
appointed Assistant Master to the Stockport Grammar School after the War,
and who was in 1931 and 1932 Captain of the 1st lacrosse team at the
Stockport Secondary School! *
*The word 'Municipal' was dropped from the official name of the School
some time in the late 1920's.
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Another physical activity which became increasingly popular towards
the end of the 1920's was rambling. To-day, when many lads happily spend
much of their leisure time walking the fells and hills, usually under the
direction of some enthusiastic young master, it is perhaps difficult to
realise that in the late 1920's, hill-walking was a relatively unknown
form of exercise and enjoyment, indulged in by the very few who were
regarded by the majority as being to some extent eccentric. There were
reasons for this: access to the countryside was difficult, except for the
cyclist; public transport was very
limited, and private motoring the pleasure of the very few. (In 1928, no
master came to school in his own car: the Headmaster came on his bicycle
and most teachers either walked or used the trams). Sunday, in those
times, was still regarded by most people as a day of rest, when a subdued
and restrained Sabbatarian mood prevailed and inhibited boisterous and
sporting activity.
Around 1928, 1929 and 1930, particularly in the case of young
intellectuals, amongst whom could be included pupils of Stockport
Secondary School, a craze developed to walk the countryside. In
Stockport, so conveniently near to the Peak District, and where, to a
certain extent, rambling clubs had for many years existed, this rambling
movement was extremely popular, particularly among the assertive and
often radical younger generation. The popular national term for this
activity was 'hiking', an unfortunate-sounding Americanism. However,
pupils from Stockport Secondary School never went on 'hikes' - they
preferred to use the established local term 'rambling' for their
excursions into the hills. The new fashion was German inspired.
In Germany, the 'Wandervogel' in Tyrolean type garb, with rucksac and
concertina, roaming the forests and hills with his female companion, was
typical of the radical youth of the post-war days of the Weimar Republic.
It was the senior pupils who started the rambling craze. Each weekend, even on Sundays, taking advantage of the special walking tickets
provided by the local railways, parties of young people set off to walk
the hills. Occasionally some envious young master was allowed to join,
provided he assumed a normal posture, behaved himself and forgot he was a
teacher! The movement in School was spontaneous, libertarian and if not
anti-authoritarian, it certainly demanded nothing of the School's
establishment. Because of its grass roots origin, the movement was virile
and healthy. It called for and obtained organisation, discipline,
responsibility and comradeship. At certain "week-ends as many as fifty
ramblers from School would be crossing the wilds of Ashop Clough, eluding
the attentions of the keepers upon the then preserved plateau of the High
Peak. With the formation of the Youth Hostel Association in 1930,
providing cheap over-night accommodation in areas of interest to the
walker, more ambitious outings were organised.
The rambling movement in England (and that in School was typical in
avoiding official sponsorship) differed greatly from the German
prototype, which soon, after a short period of casualness, was exploited
by politically or ecclesiastically motivated groups, and so degenerated
into yet another manifestation of Germanic regimentation. Here, things
were arranged differently and our ramblers were free, and being so,
contributed a great deal to the pleasant atmosphere in the School.
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This happy atmosphere resulted, perhaps to a large extent, from the
pleasing, liberal-minded personality of the Headmaster. An extraordinary
facet of this was his provision of instruction in ballroom dancing, so
popular that virtually no pupil was unable to dance and many did so quite
splendidly. Dancing tuition came about in this wise: each year to the
delight of pupils, at the end of the autumn term two parties were held;
one for juniors, the other for seniors. At both, a masters' play was
presented (see notes on School Drama), but the main activity of each
evening was ballroom dancing. The instigator of this event was Mr.
Herbert Moore, the senior Physics Master. Mr.Moore, elderly, or at any
rate, staid, danced beautifully, and he possessed the amazing ability of
taming and inducing adolescent boys to behave in a gentlemanly manner in
the presence of 'ladies'. He taught the waltz and the fashionable
foxtrot; the more difficult slow foxtrot, and the elegant tango; the
solemn veleta and the potentially boisterous barn dance, to say nothing
of the even more riotous polka. He fostered the polite conventions of the
ballroom, so that transformed young 'hooligans' knew properly how to
request the pleasure of a lady's partnership, how to dance elegantly,
and, the pleasure over, how to conduct. 'The lady' to her seat. Dancing
at those parties was to no ordinary music or amateurish band, but to the
strains of some eight or ten piece orchestra specially hired for the
occasion, the most famous and popular of which was the Lyrians Dance
Orchestra, one time resident at the fashionable Palace Hotel, :Buxton,
and composed wholly of Old Boys of the School, who eventually gave up
their, individual careers as accountants, bankers, etc., to become fulltime professional musicians, touring on one occasion the high class
hotels of the French Riviera and continuing in popular demand until the
Outbreak of war in 1939. Dancing hence became another established
tradition and contributed a great deal to the success of the Old Boys' &
Girls' Association (see notes on The Seconians). The practice of ballroom
dancing tuition even persisted for several years at Stockport School in
spite of the loss of the girls in 1938.
The School-was now rapidly growing in size and whereas in 1924 the
boys' section consisted of a two-form entry, one of 30 selected school-ship holders and the other of 30 fee-payers, admitted as a result of
passing the entrance examination, in 1926 the boys' part of the School
was increased to a three-form entry. Most pupils left at the age of 16,
after four years tuition, but by 1926 certain pupils, at least five in
1927, continued their studies in a co-educational Sixth Form (by 1930
this number had risen to 8 boys and 6 girls) to complete courses leading
to the Higher School Certificate examinations of the Joint Matriculation
Board of the Northern Universities.
The advanced courses studied in the Sixth led to a Subsidiary Higher
School Certificate examination taken at the end of the first year and the
full Higher School Certificate examination taken after two years. Usually
four subjects were taken at the subsidiary level and three of these to
the Higher School Certificate level. In practice, owing to limited
resources, the following course was generally followed by H.S.C.
candidates:
Maths
Chemistry
Physics or Geography
With French usually up to subsidiary level. Latin was studied by those
who required it for entrance to certain university courses, often by
those who had opted to take French to the full H.S.C. standard.
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These small beginnings in the establishment of a Sixth Form not only
provided excellent opportunities for the pupils concerned, but they were
to have a profound and beneficial effect upon the School as a whole. To
the obvious advantages of having mature pupils who readily accepted
responsibilities in the day-to-day running of the School, such pupils,
earning as they invariably did, admiration and respect, acted as a source
of inspiration to junior members and, furthermore, provided an excellent
link between the School and the thriving Old Scholars' Association, the
Seconians (since certain social events arranged by the Seconians could be
attended by Sixth Formers), which was to play an important part in the
life, not only of the School, but also in the wider community of
Stockport.
The external examination now taken at 16 was the J.M.B. School
Certificate. The desire to acquire this qualification at 16 was eclipsed,
however, by a more ambitious aim: to secure at the same time
matriculation,the gaining of which, in theory,. enabled a student to
enter University.
A note concerning the rather rigorous requirements to secure either
a School Certificate or a Matriculation may well surprise modern
students, who now increasingly glean their quota of subject
qualifications over a matter of years in some cases.
J.M.B. Examination Regulations.
To obtain a School Certificate, a pupil had, at one and the same time, to
take and pass at least six subjects, viz.
English Language
A modern foreign language.
Mathematics or Latin
English Literature or History
together with two other subjects - Physics, Chemistry, Geography, Art
being the additional subjects catered for at the Stockport Secondary
School. Failure in any one of the above resulted in a total fail of the
whole examination, and the necessity to sit it again in its entirety if
success was sought.
To obtain Matriculation, the desire of most candidates, a pupil had
at one and the same time to take and pass English Language, but obtain a
higher grade, called a 'credit,' in at least five subjects, viz.
A modern foreign language
Mathematics or Latin English
Literature or Latin
together with two other 'credits,' Physics, Chemistry, Geography, Art
being the additional subjects catered for at the Stockport Secondary
School.
Inability to obtain anyone of the above 'credits' resulted in a failure
to gain Matriculation, the candidate having to be satisfied with a mere
School Certificate. Exceptionally good performances could earn a grade of
'distinction.'
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Although the award of a Matriculation qualified a student to enter a
university, in fact this rarely happened. Fees for university tuition
were, for the most part, far beyond the means, if not the imagination, of
most of the parents whose boys attended the School. Also in those days it
was not deemed necessary for the average talented young man to proceed to
university. Matriculation became the accepted gateway for entrance into
such vocations as banking, insurance, accountancy , etc., while those
pupils desirous of becoming, say, a solicitor or an architect; a surveyor
or an auctioneer, in addition to matriculating, were articled, that is,
bound by articles of apprenticeship, to an established and qualified
practising professional, to whom parents paid an agreed fee, a premium,
for their sons to be initiated into and taught the nature of their chosen
profession. Not for them, student grants or state subsidies to induce
them merely to attend school! For others, Civil Service competitive
examinations, assumed by most pupils to be difficult, provided a means to
enter the executive branch of government service, while for the less
able, a host of clerical appointments in local government and industry
absorbed their more limited talents. Only a minority of boys went into
trades and these, for the most part, entered family businesses.
There was another type of pupil in the Stockport Second School in
the 1920' s - intending teachers, some ,of whom, having acquired a full,
Higher School Certificate, proceeded to enter the Teacher Training
Departments of universities under a state-subsidised scheme, but only
after they had obtained their degrees; and others who entered Teacher
Training Colleges. This latter group, usually after matriculating and
completing one year in the Sixth Form, took the Subsidiary Higher ,
School Certificate examination and then spent their next year as student
teachers in Stockport's elementary schools, attending one day a week
courses arranged for them at the Stockport Secondary School. Such
students were usually aided financially by local bursaries and awards
from local charitable organisations such as the Ephraim Hallam Trust.
Those very few scholars who did proceed to the university to
take academic courses unrelated to teacher training did so usually as a
result of their acquiring a highly competitive state Scholarship or a "
local Major Scholarship.
Among the conspicuously successful pupils of the late 1920's
should be mentioned at least three: Eric Vernon, Geoffrey McCleod and
Richard F.Cleaver.
Eric Vernon, B.Sc., M.D., O.B.E., was one of the five pupils
who, in 1927 - 8, made up the School's first Sixth Form, and who later in
life became a distinguished surgeon, holding high-ranking posts at the
Manchester Royal Infirmary, after which he was appointed Consultant
Surgeon to the Isle of Man, in which capacity he was in charge of all
hospitals. In 1944 he was appointed by the King, Consultant Surgeon to
the Royal Household, and later awarded the O.B.E.
Geoffrey McCleod, a contemporary of Eric Vernon, took a first
class honours degree in civil engineering at Manchester University and
had a distinguished career as a civil engineer in Yorkshire, where
initially he held posts with the Yorkshire Ouse Conservation Board.
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Richard F.Cleaver, M.Sc.(Eng.), F.I.E.E., left school in 1930
to study electrical engineering on scholarships at Manchester University
(Owens College). Graduating with first class honours in 1933 and taking
his M.Sc. in the following year, he joined Standard Telephones and Cables
Ltd. of London, the British affiliate of International Telephone &
Telegraph Corporation of New York, being attached to the Company's Radio
Division. His early work included installation and commissioning of radio
direction-finding stations in South Africa for guidance of aircraft on
domestic and Imperial Airways routes. There followed specialisation on a
long series of automatic direction-finding developments which gained wide
acceptance as standard equipment by naval, military and civil aviation
authorities at home and abroad. Though always primarily occupied with
original developments in London, R.F.Cleaver travelled extensively in
Europe and the Americas to advise on their application, sighting and
operation. An active member of the Institute of Electrical Engineers and
author of various technical papers, he obtained some thirty patents
covering inventions in radio navigation and related matters.
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THE CRISIS OF THE 1930's.
The building of Stockport School was undertaken against a background
of crisis in the provision of educational facilities in the Borough.
There was an urgent need for far more and better accommodation, both at
the elementary and secondary level. Repeatedly, H.M.I.'s reports, sent to
the Board of Education in London, stressed the need for improvement. As
early as 1928, comments upon the overcrowding of the Stockport Second
School had been made. The local authority refused to act, with the result
that the Education Committee received letters from the Board of Education
critical of its failure and also warning that the Board would not
continue to pay the full grant unless satisfactory steps were taken to
deal with the situation.
In the spring of 1937 the Education Committee received the following
letter from the Secretary to the Board of Education:
"The Board note with concern that on the 31st.of March 1937 there were in
the Authority's area as many as 24 classes with more than 50 children on
the register, a figure which represents a 33% increase over the number on
March 31st, 1936, which itself was adversely commented on by the Board in
the official letter of 20th June, 1936. They understand from H.M.
Inspectors that he has found classes with as many as 58 and 62 children
on the register. These facts make it evident that conditions in a number
of schools are seriously unsatisfactory. The Board understands that this
is due to the authority's failure to provide promptly, adequate and
suitable school accommodation without which the necessary improvements in
the standard of staffing and size of class is not possible.
I am, accordingly, to warn the Authority that the Board cannot undertake
to pay in full the grant conditionally payable, unless in the meantime
satisfactory steps have been taken to deal with the position. The Board
will watch, from this point of view, the progress made in carrying out
the proposals recently submitted."
As far as the boys' Secondary School was concerned, the physical
conditions were far from satisfactory. There had been overcrowding for
years. In 1928 an unsatisfactory wooden and asbestos panelled building
had provided room for four additional classrooms, and earlier, what had
originally been a drill hall was permanently divided by wooden and glass
partitions and used for classrooms. By 1937, when there were 536 boys on
the roll, extra accommodation was provided in a neighbouring
Congregational Sunday School in Radcliffe, Street, Edgeley; in the
Wellington Road South Congregational School, and in the old Stockport
Sunday School, built in 1807, situated at least half a mile away, behind
the Town Hall, inconvenient for both boys and staff.
The educational crisis in Stockport had resulted from two factors:
firstly, the parsimonious attitude of a reluctant Town Council to raise
sufficient money by the rates to enable the Education Committee to do its
job properly; and secondly, from genuine educational difficulties facing
the Education Committee attendant upon the vexed questions arising out of
its attempts to reorganise facilities along lines
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recommended by the Hadow Report of 1927, and the 1936 Education Act,
which would have the effect of replacing the old elementary system
(making provision for children from 5 to 14) by Junior Schools (5 - 11)
and Secondary Schools for senior pupils. Such a reorganisation required
the full understanding and co-operation of the Voluntary bodies for the
most part run by the Church of England and Roman Catholic authorities,
who were most anxious to maintain their interest in and control over
their own schools to ensure the teaching of their own religious beliefs
and morality.
Whereas in 1902 the main objection to the secular reorganisation had
been founded upon religious conscience, now religious interests objected
to reorganisation because they lacked the financial means to carry out
the recommendations of the Hadow Report. Unable to build the new schools
required themselves, they opposed the plans of the local Education
Committee to assume responsibility.
Forced by the Board of Education to act, on Wednesday, 1stSeptember
1937, a vast new educational reorganisation plan, "the greatest thing
educationally that Stockport has ever attempted at any time in the
history of the Borough," was announced by Alderman Henry Patten, Chairman
of the Education Committee. In making the announcement, Alderman Patten
admitted that his members had not so far done as much as they ought to
have done, but he explained that there had been difficulties, chief among
which was the persistent opposition by the managers of voluntary schools.
That had now been overcome and he was pleased to pay tribute to the cooperation of both Church of England and Roman Catholic authorities who
now recognised that times had changed.
No doubt Alderman Patten and his Committee were pleased to know that
one element in the otherwise gloomy educational atmosphere was the
building of the new Secondary School for boys at a site at Mile End.
There was tangible proof that the Education Committee and the Borough
Council were not as reactionary as some people thought. There, at any
rate, if long overdue, a new school was rising from the knoll, so
recently stripped of its noble beech wood, and gradually its handsome
neo-Georgian facade was rising out of the mire of the building site.
Alderman Patten's and his Committee's interest in the new Secondary
School for boys had not been enthusiastically supported by all members of
the Town Council. He had met with fierce opposition, particularly from
those members who resented interference in local matters by the Board of
Education, and also by others who objected to the vast cost entailed. It
was argued that the Education Committee was being forced to carry out
policy laid down by salaried, remote professional bureaucrats in London,
aloof from, and having little knowledge of, the cold bare facts of life
in the North of England; officials who seemed unaware of the fact that
the great majority of the rising generation would, of necessity, have to
be "hewers of wood and drawers of water," and for whom schools such as
the one proposed were at best an irrelevance and at worst an
extravagance.
The site chosen and acquired for the new school also caused trouble
particularly among the inhabitants of Mile End Lane and Great Moor.
The site was that adjacent to and including Mile End Hall, a neo-
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classical structure, reached by a drive that wound its way from the
handsomely wrought-iron gates on Buxton Road, through stately beech trees
to the portico of the house. The beech wood occupied the whole area
between Mile End Lane and Lake Street and supported what was probably the
largest rookery in East Cheshire. The suggestion that the wood and its
rookery should be destroyed and thus a most attractive amenity replaced
by a boys' school roused many protests, to little avail, however, except
that as a concession to the nearby residents, the authority agreed not to
take the playing fields right up to Buxton Road but to create and plant a
boulevard along the Buxton Road and Mile End Lane perimeter. Certain
beech trees were retained, but the considerable interference with the
site's natural drainage which resulted from the levelling caused many
trees to die, and to-day scarcely half a dozen exist to remind anyone of
the beech wood that graced the spot.
The original Mile End Hall was a 16th century building and in 1587 was
the home of Alexander Lowe, Mayor of Stockport at the time His daughter,
Anne, married Oswald Mosley of Ancoats Hall, near to Manchester. He was
an ancestor of Sir Oswald Mosley, whose assertive participation in
'English politics in the 1930's roused so much public controversy. In the
17th century the property was acquired by the Davenport family of Bramall
and was described in a contemporary document as 'a fair house at Myle
End.' Towards the end of the 18th, century it came into the possession of
a Dr. John Michele, who caused the old Tudor structure to be pull d down,
and had erected in its place a house in the then fashionable neoclassical
style. In the Stockport Poor Rate Book of 1796 this house is referred to
as "the New House." It was while the New House was being built that
evidence of Roman remains were found on the site. In 1887 the Hall and
the estate were acquired by a Mr. Dysart, an Irishman, to whom they had
been left by an uncle. Mr. Dysart arrived at Mile End Hall fresh from
Ireland, to find that his property extended to an area bounded on the
south by what is now Lake Street; on the north it included land now
occupied by the Mile End Hotel and Granby Road; and on the west side of
Buxton Road certain land now comprising part of the Stockport Grammar
School site was also included. In 1888 the area adjacent to the Hall was
walled and used as a "pound" in which cattle and horses were kept
.
It had been the intention of the Education Committee to pull down
Mile End Hall and so provide additional space adjacent to the School on
its north side for recreational facilities, but in the late 1930's the
Hall was in use as a maternity annexe to Stepping Hill Hospital, and was
under the control of the Stockport Maternity and Child Welfare Committee.
It was understood, however, that when the newly-planned maternity wing
was built at Stepping Hill, that the Maternity and Child Welfare
Committee would relinquish control and that it would be acquired by the
Education Committee and their original plans carried out. The outbreak of
War in 1939 prevented this from happening, and while the maternity
facilities at Stepping Hill Hospital were modestly extended, so that Mile
End Hall ceased to be used as an annexe, the Hospital authorities refused
to vacate Mile End Hall and started to use it as a nurses' home. It was
not until. 1962 that the site was eventually acquired by the Education
Committee, the Hall pulled down and the present tennis courts set out.

21
THE BUILDING OF THE NEW SCHOOL
Upon tenders being invited, eleven building firms submitted
estimates, and that of Messrs E. Taylor & Co. Ltd. of Littleborough
accepted. The total cost of the buildings and additional facilities were
calculated at £49,332 - the equivalent of over three-quarters of a mill
on pounds in present-day money.
By the 21st July 1936 arrangements had been made to clear and level
the site and to acquire additional soil as needed. The sorry sight of the
sub-contractors felling the splendid beech trees, the whine of saws, the
burning of topped branches and the carting away of the valuable timber
felled, created a scene of destruction and desolation which was
aggravated by the roar of bulldozers as the knoll about which the beech
wood had grown was levelled. The subsoil consisted of boulder clay, and
in the wet autumn of 1936 the site degenerated into a vast morass of
churned up yellow mire. Gradually the marl was smoothed, drains
senselessly inserted, an inadequate layer of top soil applied, and grass
seed optimistically sown. But the rapid, and in some people's opinion,
unsatisfactory way in which the site was prepared and drained, resulted
for years in a sorry state of affairs. In summer the field was like
concrete; in winter time it was a vast quagmire, unusable for weeks on
end. In later years repeated attempts were made to improve the drainage
and top soil texture. Mole draining was tried, to no avail, and
eventually the whole area was re-drained and re-topped with better soil.
THE SCHOOL PLAN
The planning and design was carried out by Mr.L.Yates, L.R.I.B.A.,
the Borough Architect, aided by the architectural department of the
Education Office. It was one of the last schools to be constructed in a
traditional manner, for with the outbreak of War in 1939 all such
activity ceased, and when new schools were needed in the post-war years,
not only had new techniques been evolved but rising costs caused local
authorities to opt for cheaper materials and methods.
Mr. Yates planned in a neo-Georgian style, stipulating ,that the
brick used in the whole structure should not be of the local type, which
fires to a rather brash, red colour, but a special brick made at
Wellington, Shropshire, where the clay fires to a pleasant honey coloured
hue. Also, instead of the usual 9" x 41/2 " x 3" brick commonly used for
buildings in Cheshire, those selected were 9" x 41/2 " x 21/2 " - the
subtle difference of 1/2" in the depth having a marked beneficial effect
upon the textural quality of the facades. The two-storied building was
assembled about a central quadrangle. On the ground floor the principal
administrative units were arranged along the western facade, classrooms
for the most part faced south, to take advantage of solar heat and light,
while on the north was the Main Hall. On the east, built upon a separate
concrete raft, to lessen the possible effects of vibration spreading to
the rest of the structure, was the gymnasium, provided with dual changing
rooms and toilets to facilitate lesson changes. At the north-west corner
was the library, while at the north-east corner were the kitchens and a
workshop. On the first floor were laboratories, science lecture rooms,
preparation rooms, more classrooms, again facing south, an art room, and
a dining room immediately above the kitchen at the north-east corner of
the building.
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The planning of the main hall recognised the already well-established
interest in dramatic art, making provision for a stage and certain
facilities for theatrical effects which, if not technically lavish, were
adequate. The proscenium arch of the stage was inspired by the fashion to
be seen in the cinemas of the 1930's, with flanking reflecting surfaces
to the right and left, making possible 'jazzed up' lighting effects,
rather out of keeping with the dignified auditorium with its rich walnut
dado and its pleasing Georgian
type windows. That such lighting was rarely used, is no doubt, quite
understandable.
On both the ground and first floors single corridors gave easy
access to all parts of the building, and were sensibly and pleasingly
enriched with easily-washed green-tiled dados.
On the outside, a
fields to Buxton Road,
providing a pleasing
delightful in the late
tracery of the trees was

terrace gave extensive views over the playing
beyond which the trees of the Convent gardens
backcloth to the front field, particularly
afternoons of winter-time, when the silhouetted
etched against the deep glow of a setting sun.

THE NAMINGG OF THE SCHOOL.
The building was finished by June 1938, but no name had as yet been
given. However, at the Borough Council meeting of August 1938, literally
days before its occupation, the Chairman of the Education Committee
stated that the title would be 'Stockport School.' The announcement
caused certain resentment among the members of a neighbouring, but far
more ancient, educational institution, who claimed that the name,
'Stockport School' had been applied since Tudor times to them. Certainly
there is documentary evidence that this is so and that as early as 1597
this expression had been used. As late as 1768 the headmaster was
referred to as 'the Master of Stockport School.' Latterly, however, and
particularly since 1794, other names have been used, and to lay the
charge of usurpation at the door of the Stockport Borough Council
Education Committee is, to say the least, doubtful. Certainly the
appellation, 'Stockport, School' has in no way affected the friendly
relationship which has always existed between the ancient and the more
recent foundation.
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OPENING OF THE SCHOOL
The new building, providing accommodation for some 670 boys, was
formally opened by Alderman Henry Patten, J.P., Chairman of the Education
Committee, on Thursday, September 8th, 1838, before a large and
distinguished gathering or townspeople, educationalists, magistrates,
representatives of the clergy and legal professions, and civic
dignitaries. The Mayor, Councillor Herbert Shepherdson, received the
principal guests in the Headmaster's room. Among these were Alderman Sir
Thomas Rowbotham, the first Chairman of the Stockport Education
Committee; MR.W.O .Lester Smith, Director of Education for Manchester;
Mr. Gerald Holgate, Director of Education for Stockport; Mr.M.J.H. Cooke,
the Headmaster; Mr.L. Yates, the architect, and Mr.J.W.Taylor, head of
Messrs E. Taylor & Co.Ltd. of Littleborough, the general contractors.
After the reception the Mayor led the opener and the principal guests
into the crowded assembly hall.
Following the formal handing over of the building to the Higher
Education Committee, there was a short service of dedication conducted by
the Rev. A.du T.Pownall, Vicar of St.George's Church. Mr.J.W.Taylor
presented a silver sports trophy, the first of many which are now
handsomely on view in the display cabinet in the entrance hall.
In his introductory remarks, the Mayor, who presided over the whole
ceremony, candidly revealed that the decision to build the school had not
been unanimous, but he said he hoped that it would fulfil all that was
demanded of it. Himself the head of a highly successful firm of craftsmen
in wood, which had embellished the interiors of banks, hotels, town
halls, churches, etc. throughout the North of England and Northern
Ireland, the Mayor paid generous tribute to the architect, Mr.L.Yates,
and the recently-retired Director of Education, Mr.Arthur Lawton, who
were, more than anyone else, jointly responsible for the nature and the
planning of the school. The Mayor asserted that a building had been
produced which was sound, and proper to its purpose, simple but artistic,
and that a first class job had resulted.
In his speech, Alderman Patten, conscious of local feeling,
referred to the destruction of the sylvan beauty of the Mile End area
resulting from the necessity to fell the beech wood growing on the site.
The school and its playing fields, when properly set out, would, he felt,
enhance the area. It was fifty years to the day, he continued, since the
foundation stone of the old Technical School had been laid by the then
Lord Mayor of London. Since then the Greek Street School had been built
in 1910, and in the last few years it had so grown that new secondary
premises for boys had been an absolute necessity. After paying tribute to
the Headmaster, Mr. N.J.H.Cooke, and his staff, Alderman Patten
concluded.
"I often feel that it is in the sphere of local government that we see the
best of our national life. Our politicians at the moment see little that
is bright and. encouraging in the world situation, but I hope that the
school will always remain as a great witness to the light which has
burned throughout the town
for many years. Not a11 the tradition, not all the great men who have
gone on before, can help the country, unless in each generation men are
found who will take the torch of education and
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keep it burning brightly, so that we may feel full of hope and confidence
that there are no signs of defeat here.
PRE-WAR ATMOSPHERE.
Alderman Fatten, in these remarks, was obviously sensitive to the
prevailing mood of national and international affairs. In spite of the
revelation in Parliament in 1938 that the country, in the face of the
military build-up of Nazi Germany, was in a dangerous state of
unpreparedness, and because of the reluctance of so many to comprehend
the logic of international events, the hot summer of 1938 was spent
hedonistically on the sandy beaches, at cricket matches and in the
increasingly popular open-air swimming pools. A School party sailed to
Norway on the S.S. Dilwara, a group of Seconians made an expedition to
the high alps of the Swiss Bernese Oberland and came face to face with
youthful Nazi representatives also on holiday there, without fully
comprehending the nature of the event. Gradually the significance of the
Nazis' encouragement of the Sudetan German minority in Czechoslovakia
dawned upon a reluctant nation. But at School the euphoria that
surrounded the occupation of the new building for some time happily
displaced all concern for national affairs. After the conglomeration of
makeshift buildings so recently evacuated, the clean, fresh facilities
such as airy classrooms, spacious laboratories, imposing hall and
impressive quadrangle, to say nothing of its pleasant setting, acted as a
tonic. There was inevitably an immediate response to so powerful a
stimulant.
In September 1938 there were 597 boys on the roll and a teaching
staff of 26. Pupils residing within the County Borough of Stockport made
up 65%, of the population; the rest came from the adjacent areas of
Cheshire. In October 1938, 55.8% of the pupils held scholarships, the
remainder being fee-payers: the cost of tuition was modest - a mere £10
annually. One feature included in an Inspector's report in 1938 was that
the total time spent in school by the average pupil was less than the
national average; that in the years 1936, 1937 and 1938, 51% left before
they had reached their 16th birthday, so that the average pupil spent
only 4 years 4 months in attendance. This, it was noted, was due to the
persistence of a four-year course leading to the School Certificate
examinations, instead of the more usual five-year course. In due time a
five-year course was adopted, although quite properly the four-year
course was retained for the brighter pupils.
From the New Year onwards in 1939 the seriousness of the international situation became obvious and the possible imminence of war
recognised. There was a chill air of doom. People were disturbed, asking
one another whether there would be war and dreading the answer. A1l were
anxious for peace: some seemingly at any price.
These days of anxiety reached their climax with the meeting of Prime
Minister Chamberlain and Adolf Hitler at Berchtesgaden. There were
ominous delays, followed by a second meeting at Godesberg, when the final
and fatal details of the Munich Agreement were settled and signed. A dull
sigh of relief surged forth from a frightened and totally unprepared
nation. A peace, of a sort, had been secured.
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Only a discerning minority voiced indignation at the settlement,
and the betrayal. But Munich proved no, solace. Peace was elusive as the
territorial demands of Hitler were renewed and realised. Conditions went
from bad to worse, with the result that at 11.15 on the morning of
Sunday, September 3rd, 1939, in a flat and emotionless tone, Prime
Minister Chamberlain announced to the listening nation over the wireless
the dreaded news - we were at war with 'Germany.
THE WAR YEARS
The first morning assembly of the new term on Tuesday, 11th
September 1939, was surprisingly ordinary. The normal notices were given
out and, much to the disappointment of many, lessons started as usual at
9.15. Perhaps the impact of events was felt most in the common room.
Political awareness was particularly acute among the junior staff members
who, having been nurtured as children during the First World War had
grown up in a national atmosphere sensitive to and fearful of its
horrors. The staff was particularly young and over 50%, being of military
age, and fit, were soon to be called to the Forces. A very small minority
asserted its right to be conscientious objectors and were either forced
to resign their posts or were relieved of them by the local Education
Authority. As young men left, women were engaged to carry on, and
it is a tribute to their skill and the loyalty of older colleagues and,
above. al, to the inspiring leadership of Mr.M.J.H.Cooke, the Headmaster,
that during the grim war years the School lost nothing of its momentum,
either academically or culturally. Plays continued to be produced;
societies flourished in spite of the blackout; biology was introduced as
a science subject owing to the enthusiasm of a lady member of the staff,
Mrs. Amy Nixon (nee Cull) a past pupil of the former Stockport Secondary
School. Games prospered, and athletics, increasing1y popular with senior
boys, expanded with the periodic organisation during the season of interschool athletic meets, which not only stimulated enthusiasm among school
athletes, but also provided spectator pleasure to a local population
prevented by war conditions from seeking week-end entertainment far away
from their homes.
In 1940 there were 604 boys on the roll, and in that year 75 out of
96 pupils taking the School Certificate Examination passed, and eight
Sixth Formers gained the Higher School Certificate. The quality of the
results in 1940 deserves comment, for out of the 75 pupils gaining the
School Certificate, 68 were awarded 'A' distinctions, among which Art,
History and Mathematics each gained 10, Geography 9, Physics 8 and
Chemistry 8. These quite exceptionally good results no doubt reflected
the stimulating effect of the new building and
its equipment, which was having an increasingly positive effect upon the
quality of the work.
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AIR RAIDS AND AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS
The probability of air raids had to be dealt with as a matter of
urgency. This resulted not only in structural additions to the school,
when air raid shelters (now used as changing rooms) were built at the
rear, and in the structural strengthening of certain less vulnerable, and
hence safer, parts of the building with baulks of timber , but also in
the formation of nightly fire-watching rotas. These duties were
undertaken both by members of the staff, irrespective of sex, and senior
prefects, two members of the staff and two prefects being on duty at a
time. It was characteristic of the period that such essential tasks were
willingly undertaken by all concerned, and that no-one even suggested,
still less thought, that such duties should be financially rewarded. For
the most part fire-watching passed off uneventfully, but as the dark
nights of late Autumn of 1940 drew in, air raids became more frequent,
and those on duty had interrupted and sleepless nights, although no-one
failed to be in the classroom at 9.15 the following morning.
On the night of November 4th 1940 there was a particularly nasty
raid, when the heavy and persistent drone of enemy planes overhead was
punctuated by the chilling clatter of anti-aircraft shrapnel falling back
on the paved front terrace. Quite suddenly, as a prelude to later events
that night, the whole of Davenport was illuminated by dozens of
incendiary bombs. Within seconds they were dealt with and the intense
velvet blackness of the night returned. More planes droned overhead.
Towards Manchester the skyline was now red with the glow of fires and, at
intervals, strident with the yellow flash of bursting bombs. Tracer
bullets, like glow-worms, seemed to creep skywards slowly and
deliberately. Then overhead came a plane, nearer than any before, and the
hideous whine of falling bombs chilled the heart of the nearby listener.
There were six massive explosions, so that the school shuddered and the
air was torn with shattering noise. From beyond the end of Mile End Lane
were warning cries of air-raid wardens, and where a house had stood there
was a gap and desperate figures groping in rubble.
Tired after a sleepless night, pupils drifted into the assembly
hall. The Headmaster limped strangely on to the platform and in a firm
voice announced the hymn number - 540, "Fight the Good Fight.” The school
rose to the occasion, and, flinging off its drowsiness, sang uproariously
to the high heavens. Only at break did we learn that the first of the
stick of six bombs had fallen literally in the Headmaster's garden and
blown off the front and top half of his house in Davenport Park. Mr.Cooke
and his wife survived by a miracle, in the cellar, suffering only minor
shock end injury - but for the rest of his life Mr.Cooke limped, the
result of lacerations to his leg.
At noon we heard that an air raid warden had been killed by the
second bomb. His colleagues, anxious to perpetuate his memory, endowed a
book award, the Warden Bradley Prize, to be presented each year to an
outstanding pupil of Stockport School. Inscribed in each book is the
following:
"This annua1 prize is awarded in memory of Air Warden Bradley who was
killed by German enemy action during an air raid on the night of November
14th, 1940, in the performance of his duty to his fellow citizens.
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THE AIR TRAINING CORPS
In March, 1941, was formed the School's Air Training Corps (616
Squadron), No.4 Area, initially 70 senior boys enrolling. In latter
years, the average on roll was 120. 616 Squadron was under officers drawn
from staff members, Mr.Charles Emmott being the C.C. One evening a week
and Sunday mornings were set aside for training, when tuition was given
in mechanics, navigation, communications, aircraft recognition,
mathematics, P.T., etc. Periodically intensive training courses of
considerable value were attended at certain R.A.F. stations, when
elementary experience in flying was provided. Athletic training was
seriously undertaken and each year inter-squadron athletic competitions
were held, the last one in 1944 taking place on the school fields, when
616 Squadron came second.
All this initial training was of value to cadets, many of whom were later
commissioned in the R.A.F. The Corps persisted until 1945, when it was
disbanded and its members encouraged to join the Town Squadron.

HARVEST CAMPS
The need to render much-needed help with the nation's food supply was
recognised when, in 1943 and for several years following, Harvest Camps
were arranged in conjunction with the Hereford Agricultural Committee at
Lingen, some ten miles from Ludlow. Manual labour was understandably
scarce during the war, and under the direction of Mr.C.G.Bennett each
year some 80 odd senior boys stalwartly did worthwhile work, while at the
same time benefiting considerably from the open-air life. For the most
part potatoes and corn were harvested. The time normally spent at the
camp was about six weeks, so that
youths, sunburnt and fit, returned from the fields of Herefordshire about
the 10th of September, to start immediately the demanding autumn academic
year.
Also during the war period, some 50 boys helped annually to gather
potatoes raised in the local parks under the skilled guidance of the then
Parks Manager, Mr .Morgan.
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POST-WAR DEVELOPMENTS
The end of the war in 1945 and the eager return to civilian life of
the men and women of the fighting forces gave further impetus to the
universal demand and enthusiasm for social change, already in evidence
before the fighting had ceased. The 1944 Education Act reflected this
tendency as far as education was concerned, and caused secondary
education in state Schools to be reorganised into Secondary Modern,
Secondary Technical and Secondary Grammar Schools, pupils to be selected
according to their educational attainments and potential revealed in an
11+ examination to be taken by all primary school children. Stockport
School quite naturally assumed Secondary Grammar status. From this time,
the catchment area for our pupils was reduced. It ceased to include boys
from areas outside the County Borough, and although this change might
well have been administratively tidy, it unfortunately restricted
socially the comprehensive intake. Boys from Cheshire, some with rural
and agricultural backgrounds; others, perhaps the most, sons of
middleclass and professional parents, were increasingly replaced by
intakes from the industrial class. These pupils, many of them first
generation grammar school boys, were presented educational facilities
denied to their parents. For such boys, the School became a means, not
only of scholastic opportunity, but an instrument of social nobility, as
able scholars from within the Borough acquired those academic and
cultural essentials which opened up to them rewarding careers of every
kind. However, the full effect of these changes was not felt until 1950,
by which time all pupils had originated from the catchment area of the
County Borough of Stockport. In the meantime, boys still resident in
Cheshire attended the School and often were counted among the most
talented and influential of the intake.
The local authority, sensitive to the fact that even the most
selective examination procedure inevitably contains certain margins of
error, and aware that certain boys develop academically later than
others, and also sensibly reluctant to use a selective method which made
irrevocable selection at 11+, initiated measures by which 'late
developers' could, if they proved their worth, transfer to Stockport
School at the age of 13+. The arrangement proved an unqualified success
and was in operation from 1945 to 1970.
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THE RETIREMENT OF MR.M.J.H.COOKE
Headmaster Cooke's Herculean task of inspiringly guiding the School
through the dark and difficult days of the war ceased when, in 1944, he
retired. His interest persisted: he was a frequent visitor, a source of
wise advice, and closely associated with many of the School's aspects,
particularly with the Seconians.
The new Headmaster was Joseph P.Yarwood, M.Sc. Sadly, he had little
opportunity to realise the potential he so obviously possessed, since
soon after his appointment he was tragically struck down with illness and
died a year later on the 25th March 1946.
J .P.Yarwood was born near to Chester and educated as a boy at the
County School, Chester, from which he proceeded to Liverpool University.
There he took a first class honours degree in mathematics and obtained
his colours for football. After teaching posts in Liverpool, during which
he obtained his M.Sc., he was appointed Second Master to a grammar school
in Wembley, from which position he moved to be Head of Stockport School.
Mr. Yarwood's strong personality, his organising ability, his broad
interests (he was an accomplished organist and pianist and also played
the violin) fitted him well to the post-war task of building up the fine
traditions already established. A keen sportsman himself, he took a
personal interest in all aspects of sporting and athletic activity.
A matter which had for some time caused considerable concern was the
poor state of the front playing field. Mr. Yarwood took action. The
matter was drawn to the attention of the local authority as being urgent,
and consultants where engaged to report on the field and suggest remedial
action. Meanwhile, arrangements were made for cricket to be played on the
Stockport Sunday School grounds off Nangreave Road, where there was an
excellent pitch. Cricket received an additional encouragement with the
appointment in the spring of 1945 of Mr.Rae, the Stockport Cricket Club's
Professional, to coach players in the
1st and 2nd teams. He attended two afternoons each week, with good results
not only in the playing of individual boys, but to cricket as a whole.
The later laying of the concrete practice pitch on the back field, now
presumably buried beneath the surface of the playground, added further
facilities for the game, particularly so when the front pitch was unfit
for use.
Mr. Yarwood's vigorous encouragement of the House System evoked
immediate response. Inter-House competitions became more exciting, old
the old system of parties at the end of the autumn term was revived, with
entertainments and plays being organised on a House basis.
The Yarwood Cup, presented in his memory, was fittingly awarded
annually for I ‘hard work and hard play’, calculated upon the annual
assessment of the examination results and the athletic achievements of
every boy in each House.
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During the long illness of Mr. Yarwood, responsibility for the
running of affairs was in the capable hands of Mr.C.G.Bennett, the First
Master, to whom the staff rallied with unprecedented loyalty. An
indication of the energy displayed in this interim period was the fact
that the Dramatic Society produced, during the academic year 1945-6, two
plays in quick succession: in the Autumn of 1945 "Caesar and Cleopatra"
by George Bernard Shaw, and in April 1946 Shakespeare's "Hamlet", in both
of which starred Peter Barkworth, who had already asserted his
extraordinary talents in former productions. He had taken part as a
youngster in B.B.C. drama productions which, during the heavy raids on
London, were broadcast from the Library Theatre, Manchester. In "Hamlet"
he was presented with a play and a role most suited to his mature
intellect, his intuitive acting ability and his youth. Ably directed by
Mrs.Mary Burns, Peter Barkworth gave, by any standards, a magnificent
performance, and so stimulated the rest of the cast that they too gave to
their parts interpretations of a high order. The inspiration of an
"aristocracy" was nowhere more clearly illustrated than in this
production, and fully justified the educational philosophy of those who
see in the example and leadership of talented Sixth Formers an influence
that enriches the whole.
The duel scene with Laertes (Carl P.Bradshaw) was an illustration of
this. Neither Barkworth nor Bradshaw knew how to fence, but by a series
of carefully and deliberately arranged movements, assiduously rehearsed,
both actors produced a simulated and spectacular duel which, when
presented to an awed supporting cast, had all the spontaneity and
excitement of the sword play of a d'Artagnon or a Rupert of Hentzau. The
result was that minor actors were stimulated to efforts well beyond their
normal capacity.
Peter Barkworth, after a brilliant academic career, was awarded an
Ephraim Hallam Scholarship, and on leaving proceeded to study drama at
the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art. Serving initially in repertory, he
later joined a group of distinguished actors including Miss Vivien Leigh,
Sir Laurence Olivier and dame Edith Evans, all pinnacles of the
theatrical world in the 1950's, and proved himself to be an artist of
distinction. In addition to his work on the public stage, he became a
staff tutor at R.A.D.A., displaying a universally recognised talent for
inspiring teaching comparable with his brilliance as an actor. His
subsequent roles in television introduced him to a wider public,
and in 1975 he was acclaimed Actor of the Year, an award of outstanding
merit, which he again won in 1976. His recent role as the bank manager,
Telford, in the series 'Telford's Change', the idea of which was his own,
is the first of a series of productions which Peter Barkworth is making
in collaboration with a small group of dedicated and talented theatrical
professionals, and quite independent of the normal B.B.C. and I.T.V.
drama sections.
At the end of the war in 1945, out of a common room of twenty-eight,
twelve were women, but during Mr.Bennett's period of incumbency,
gradually masters returned from their war-tine obligations. In 1946, the
staff had increased to 34, only 8 of whom were women. There were now some
678 boys on the register, resulting in a compact, integrated community in
which virtually all the teachers knew all the pupils and all the pupils
and all the teachers, c state of affairs most desirable, if sometimes
inconvenient to the occasional erring pupil.
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THE NEW HEADMASTER
The new Headmaster, Mr. George J. Newbold Whitfield, was appointed
in May, 1946. Young (he was only 36 years of age), energetic, efficient,
mindful of discipline and tone, he rapidly established a new astringent
atmosphere, which resulted not only in constantly improving academic
success, but also in prowess on the playing field.
George Joshua Newbold Whitfield was educated at the Bede Collegiate
School, Sunderland, from which he proceeded to London University where,
in 1930, he took a first class honours degree in English Language and
English Literature. In 1935 he obtained his M.A. degree and in that year
was appointed Senior English Master at Doncaster Grammar School. In 1936
he became Senior English Master at Hymers College, Hull. His first
appointment as a Headmaster was in 1944 at Tavistock Grammar School, a
post he occupied until his appointment at Stockport School.
His interest
poetry and drama)
decades, the bias
ments, had always

in the Arts (he was the author of several books on
was perhaps welcome in a school where, for many
of instruction, in spite of certain recent developbeen towards the Sciences.

The new Head's commitment to the general well-being of society, his
theological interests and his concern for practical democracy resulted in
the establishment of a School's Council which, it was agreed, would give
boys opportunity to enact the democratic process within their own
scholastic sphere and so promote not only practical involvement in the
day-to-day running of affairs, but also be a means of preparation for
later adult society. The Council consisted of a representative from each
form and was conducted under the Chairmanship of the Head Boy. Its
recommendations were never mandatory, but were passed on to the
Headmaster for his consideration.
Annual Speech Days, at which the Headmaster gave a public account of
his stewardship and at which a respected and learned guest distributed
prizes and added suitable remarks, had been for many years an autumnal
event. In the old days of the Stockport Secondary School the functions
were held in the Town Hall. Now, with adequate facilities in the assembly
hall, they were held in School. In 1947, at Mr. Whitfield's suggestion, a
service was held in St George’s Church, during the morning of Speech Day.
The formal dignity of both the service and the prize-giving ceremony was
always most impressive and well worth the care and attention needed to
arrange them.
As the years rolled by, a series of speakers of national standing
took an active part in the formalities of Speech Day. They included such
distinguished men as Dr.Harcus, Moderator of the Free Church Federal
Council; Professor Lovell, pioneer in radio-astronomy and the man
primarily responsible for the building of the world-famous radio
telescope at Jodrell Bank; Lord Leverhulme; Lord Morris of Grasmere; and
a group of distinguished academics among whom were Sir William MansfieldCooper, Vice-Chancellor of Manchester University; Professor Lawton, the
linguist, of Sheffield University, and Professor Laster, of the
University of Maryland, U.S.A.
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It is with regret
for within any society
recognise conventions,
not to degenerate into

that in recent years both have ceased to be held,
there is a need to exercise formality and
if social activity and personal, relationships are
unbecoming casualness.

An announcement during April, 1948, that the Ministry of Education,
was to substitute a General Certificate of Education for the existing
examination system, to come into effect in 1951, was received in
scholastic circles with some trepidation, particularly by many
traditionalists. There was no more pertinent critic of these proposals
than the articulate Headmaster of Stockport School. The new examination
would be in individual subjects and there would be
no requirement on the part of a candidate to pass it as a whole; nor
would he be required to pass precisely-stated studies (see previous notes
on Examination Requirements), and while it was generally recognised that
a certain desirable flexibility would result from the new system, many
feared a general lowering of standards. The Head publicly asserted his
opposition and stated that he viewed the future trends in education and
in society at large with concern. He discerned a tendency to create a
national mood which would encourage "the apotheosis of mediocrity", and
regretted that, by insisting that pupils should only take the new
examination within the year in which they were 16, able boys, who might
well have taken School Certificate at 15, or in some very exceptional
cases, earlier, would be discouraged and their academic progress
restricted.
The increasing tendency in certain "progressive" circles that
secondary education should be more and more concerned with the average
pupil, and the failure to recognise that in any modern society, be it
capitalist or socialist, the selection and encouragement of an academic
and technological elite is not only desirable but essential to national
survival and well-being, was later to result in a complete reorganisation
of State secondary schools and the virtual eclipse of the State Grammar
School - but before that happened Stockport School was to further mature
and develop.
In 1947, the highest number of pupils up to that time took the
School Certificate examination (old style). 84% passed compared with the
national average of 74%. Simultaneously, highly-creditable results,
including the gaining of State Scholarships, were achieved by the Sixth
Form. In 1947 the Headmaster reported upon the growing Sixth Form and the
pleasurable fact that its examination results were also well above the
national average. More and more boys were proceeding to universities and
in 1947 fifty-three old boys were at that time studying in them: 12 in
Arts faculties, 27 in faculties of Science, 1 at Law School, 6 taking
medicine, 2 engineering, 4 economics, while 4 past pupils were following
the equivalent of university courses at Schools of Art.
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At the end of the Summer term in 1947, Mr.C.G.Bennett retired. He
had been a member of the staff since 1912, his principal concern being to
teach French. In December 1940 he became Second Master, and it was upon
him, during the long illness of Mr.Yarwood in 1944, that the major
responsibility for the school's well-being was laid.
"Ginger" Bennett, as he was invariably referred to, evolved into the
Mr.Chips of the School. Slight in build, in his day he was an excellent
cricketer, and for many years captained the staff side in the annual
match between the staff and the School's 1st XI. He even persisted in
playing when, in later years, he was inconvenienced by a slight heart
condition, and would employ a runner, usually some willing and energetic
third year boy.
"Ginger" was deservedly popular. He had organised holidays in France
in the old days, delighted pupils year after year" with his hilarious
plays, acted out under his direction by masters. These productions were
topical, riots of laughter and pregnant with subtle references
intelligible only to the initiated. And during the war years, the arduous
but happy Harvest Camps at Lingen, near Ludlow, were his idea. He was a
practical man and it came as no surprise that during the Dig for Victory
campaign organised during the war years; he, on one occasion, gained the
trophy for the best-kept and most productive allotment in the Borough of
Stockport!
On the occasion of his retirement, when he was honoured by the
Seconians, reference was made to his valuable help to that association.
It was fitting too, that following the eulogies, the Seconian Dramatic
Society presented for the entertainment of the assembled company and
special delight of Mr.Bennett, the play, 'The Scoundrel Scrabin', by
Moliere, and apt too, that the translator had been Eric Astington, one of
Mr.Bennett's former pupils, and his successor as Head of the School's
French Department.
Mr.Bennett's post of Second Master was assumed by Mr.J.McE.Dickson.
During the 1949/50 academic year the School was more than pleased to
welcome Mr.John Gehlmann, of Oak Park High School, Chicago, who exchanged
teaching posts with Mr.Arthur White, our Senior English Master. Oak Park
High School was not exactly an unknown American school, at any rate not
to me, since it was attended by a female cousin of mine, much my junior,
who had enjoyed Mr.Gehlmann's tuition. John Gehlmann proved to be a most
stimulating and assertive influence in the common room and in the School
generally, and if he was initially somewhat critical of the elitist
system of education at Stockport School and inclined to a more
egalitarian and allegedly progressive educational system of the type
favoured in America, at any rate he was ready to learn from us, as we
were from him. He was particularly impressed by the demanding standards
of scholarship expected of Sixth Formers, so that on his return to Oak
Park, a degree of selection of pupils, which prior to his visit to
Stockport School he would have decried, became an integral part of his
English department at Oak Park. It was due to John Gehlmann that in 1951
Mr.Walter Lord agreed to produce, with Kenneth Brown in the leading role,
the play, "Richelieu," by the American playwright, Arthur Goodrich. It
was the play's first performance on this side the Atlantic.
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On his return to America, under the impression that sweets were
still rationed in England, he sent over enough Mars Bars for every boy in
the School!
RESIGNATION OF THE HEADMASTER
Mr.George Newbold Whitfield's departure in July 1950, to become
Headmaster of Hampton Court Grammar School, Kingston-upon-Thames ,
followed by his ordination as a priest in the Anglican Church and later
his assumption of the Secretaryship of the Church of England Board of
Education provoked no surprise to those who were aware of his abilities.
He left the School alive and vigorous: he had built upon its traditions,
created an atmosphere which augured well for the future, and had
stimulated the School community by his exacting standards and his sense
of social purpose.
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A PERIOD OF CONSOLIDATION
The appointment of Dr.Leslie Herbert Shave as Headmaster in 1950.
initiated a period of continuity and stability in which the School was to
flourish in its traditional function.
The dark days of the war were receding and the post-war years of
austerity giving way gradually to more prosperous and hopeful times, in
which expansion was both possible and expected. The new Headmaster
possessed the imaginative drive and organising ability to take advantage
of the more propitious period. He was ably aided by a highly-qualified,
now all-male staff, many of whom, after their transitory war-time careers
of anxiety and uncertainty, were only
too pleased to devote their talents and energy constructively to the
well-being of the School. A devoted nucleus of experienced masters
occupied key posts and were content to remain at them, thus establishing
sound traditions and a high standard of teaching without which scholastic
excellence is elusive.
The new Headmaster was born at Aldershot, Hampshire, and educated at
the County High School, Aldershot. On leaving school he studied at London
University, where he took a first class honours degree in Mathematics and
Science. He later gained his M.Sc. and his Doctorate, his area of study
for the latter being concerned with the History and Principles of
Science.
After junior teaching posts at Christ's
Hospital, Horsham;
Taunton School, Southampton; and at the Latymer Upper School,
Hammersmith, he was appointed Senior Physics Master at St. Marylebone
Grammar School in 1937.
The war years saw, him as a meteorological officer in the R.A.F. and
on returning to civilian life he was soon appointed Headmaster of Hull
Grammar School, a sister foundation of Jesus College, Cambridge, a post
he held until his appointment to Stockport School.
Under Dr.Shave's guidance the School prospered. In 1952, the
decision of the Ministry of Education announced in April, 1948, that a
new form of General Certificate be introduced, came into effect. The
announcement had initially incurred strong criticism from certain
educationalists and headmasters, among whom had been Mr.George Whitfield.
Such had been this criticism of the new regulations that the Secondary
Schools' Examination Council, with the approval of the Ministry, proposed
a compromise, and while insisting upon the 16 year age limit for the
average candidate, proposed to give permission for exceptionally talented
students to sit the General Certificate of Education before they were 16,
provided that in the opinion of the candidate’s headmaster to do so was
educationally desirable. Dr. Shave publicly welcomed this concession,
which he knew would be to the advantage of certain of our outstandingly
able boys.
The School was now rapidly asserting itself as a worthy example of a
20th century State Grammar School. Such institutions in standards of
scholarship, ideals of conduct and qualities of leadership were rapidly
emulating the fine example of the older foundations, and were bringing
within the reach of all intelligent pupils from all classes of society,
educational opportunities formerly only available
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to the few. The community, as well as the individuals concerned, was
benefiting from the enlightened policy initiated by Lord Balfour in 1902.
But if such schools, and Stockport School was typical, were providing
education comparable with the best in the old grammarian tradition, there
were changes in evidence, directly resulting from social factors and
modified views, particularly those of parents. Prior to 1954, in
Stockport School for instance, boys entering the Sixth Form did so as
potential university students and regarded their courses as a means to
this end. Increasingly, after 1954, sixth form study did not necessarily
lead to a university career: the Sixth Form was no longer the exclusive
preserve of university candidates, but in many cases a preliminary stage
to worth-while careers in commerce and industry. The Headmaster, Dr.
Shave, in his 1954 report, pointed out that increasingly and
significantly local industrialists not infrequently advised intending
recruits to their firms to complete successfully a Sixth Form course
before starting upon their technological careers.
By 1955 the number of pupils exceeded 1000, of who 250 in the Sixth
Form were following advanced courses in a wide range of disciplines. The
School had always shown, a bias towards Mathematics and Science rather
than towards the Arts, a persistent characteristic of its earlier
technical origins, so different from the traditional Arts bias
characteristic of the neighbouring direct grant school; but while
Mathematics and Science continued to flourish, the teaching of foreign
languages Was extended to include, in addition to French and Latin (both
long-established studies), Spanish, German and Russian. Economics was now
secure as a Sixth Form subject; in the Art department Architecture was
increasingly chosen as part of the Advanced Level Art course, while
Advanced Level Music was also offered as a Sixth Form choice.
These studies provided foundations which could be built upon in
college or university, and resulted in boys eventually being able to
assume responsibility in a wide range of careers. With an expanding
economy, job prospects were bright and increasingly varied. Whereas in
1939 an H.M.I.’s report had regretted that most boys left for clerical
employment, now they were increasingly carving out for themselves
significant careers in agriculture, chemistry, architecture, drama,
engineering of all kinds, law, medicine and medical research, the
ministry of the Church, telecommunications, town and country planning,
transport management, air traffic control, hospital management, etc. in
addition to the careers in accountancy, insurance, banking, the Civil
Service, local government, teaching, etc., the long established career
objectives achieved by the more able in earlier times.
A matter which had caused concern to sensitive headmasters was
diagnosed and acted upon by Dr.Shave in 1957. The School, along with
other State Grammar Schools, had inherited from the grammar school
system, fine traditions of classical scholarship and had united these to
its own high standards of scientific tuition and scholarship. Now
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in both Arts and Sciences, and particularly in the latter, the increased
nature of specialisation, coupled with modern exacting syllabuses and
intensive methods, was resulting in a degree of premature specialisation
which, it was felt, was educationally questionable. Sixth Formers were
being encouraged to acquire exclusively more and more knowledge about
less and less, and that at too early an age in their careers. It was
admitted that such specialisation, although absolutely essential in those
areas of study selected for prime attention, that is in most cases the
three 'A' Level courses followed by most boys, was in danger of resulting
in an unacceptable ignorance of many aspects of knowledge about which the
specialist, as a citizen, should be informed. To help counteract -this
tendency, the Headmaster in 1957 included in the Sixth Form curriculum an
ambitious programme of General Studies ranging over a wide field and
including national and international issues, economic and industrial
affairs, moral and philosophical subjects, together with studies in
Literature, Music, and Art, and their function in society. Although
certain members of the staff feared that time devoted to these General,
Studies might be detrimental to specialist pursuits - a fear often also
voiced by enthusiastic Sixth Formers themselves - the broad educational
and cultural benefits accruing to students were acknowledged on many
occasions in later life by Old Boys, who admitted that their awareness of
a wider world had been stimulated by the enforced broadening of their
studies.
In 1963 - 4, a further expansion of Sixth Form study resulted from
the introduction by the Joint Matriculation Board of compulsory tests in
written English, the passing of which was obligatory for all university
candidates. This new requirement was the direct result of the disquiet
felt, particularly by University Science Faculties, concerning the low
standards of written English too often revealed by their science
students. The provision of additional tuition in English loaded further
the already burdened timetable of the Sixth Formers, and there were some,
particularly among the mathematicians and scientists, often those in most
need of help, who expressed concern.
Also in 1963 the Joint Matriculation Board introduced for 'A' Level
examinations a new system comprising five grades - A, B, C, D, E, for
successful candidates. In 1964, among the 262 Advanced Level subjects
passed by Sixth Formers, 30 achieved the A grade. In 1965, out of 262 'A'
Level passes, 33 were A grades, while in 1966 out of 218 passes 40 were A
grades, and in 1968 out of 233 passes 46 were A grades. Furthermore,
while the School's Advanced Level pass rate was in the 70% to 75% range,
a pass rate significantly above the national average, in 1965 the
Advanced Level pass rate for the School was 85.9%! In one vintage year,
24 University awards were gained in Science and Arts subjects, including
7 State Scholarships.
Advanced Level pass rate 1960
1960
75%
1961
69%
1962
75.7%
1963
77%
1964
75%
1965
85.9%

-

1965
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The following table illustrates the increase in the number of Sixth
Form boys proceeding to University:
Year
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965

No. of University Entrants
8
18
18
18
24
25
28
35
17
20
36
25
39
35
44
49

Meanwhile, Oxbridge University Scholarship examinations were
increasingly the concern of talented Sixth Form pupils, with increasingly
better results.
In 1966 A.J.Byers, T.Wilson and G.Markland gained entrance to King's
College, Cambridge; Emmanuel College, Cambridge; and St.John's College,
Cambridge, respectively.
In 1967 M.Blocksidge gained an Open Scholarship to st.John's
College, Cambridge.
D.P.Sidebotham gained an Entrance Exhibition to the
Imperial College, London.
G.J.Bartlett gained entrance to Downing College, Cambridge.
P.T.Capper gained entrance to St.Catherine's College, Cambridge.
In 1966 the University Central Council on Admissions, in its annual
report, stated that only 50% of all Sixth Form applicants gained
admission to universities. Quite obviously Sixth Form candidates were
facing at 18 a selection procedure comparable to that they had faced at
11+ or at 13+. And while certain educationalists, who had - already been
highly critical of the 11+ selective examinations, now demanded
unselective entrance to further education, so that colleges
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and universities would become 'comprehensive', practical considerations
alone showed that not only were physical resources limited by economic
and financial factors, so that some kind of selection was inevitable, but
also that selection of students intellectually able to respond adequately
to advanced tuition was needed if gross waste of energy and resources was
not to result. The University Central Council also noted an increasing
decline nationally in the proportion of Sixth Formers seeking to study
Science. It is pleasing to record that at Stockport School 'A' Level
students gained an admission rate to universities well above 50%, and
that the School, with its strong mathematics and science tradition, was
making a worthy contribution to scientific study, without which
technology and industry, upon which the wealth and welfare of the nation
is so dependent, could not flourish. In 1966 alone, records show that 120
mathematical and scientific subjects were passed at 'A' Level, many with
high grades. The persistence of these creditable results followed
directly from the high quality of the teaching at Stockport School, where
the degree of staff continuity compared most favourably with that of many
other schools where the current shortage, particularly of well-qualified
mathematicians and scientists, was having adverse effects.
Pleasing recognition of the School's academic progress came in 1967
from the Headmaster’s Conference, a body representing some 250
Headmasters, chiefly of independent and direct grant schools. State
Grammar School headmasters are not eligible for full membership, but Dr.
Shave was elected an additional member, a select status afforded to only
three other State Grammar School headmasters. This accolade of esteem, a
blue ribbon of scholastic worthiness, is personal to the Headmaster. But
for him to be so honoured, his school must achieve certain exacting
scholastic standards. This Stockport School, to the Headmaster's credit,
did.
In 1968 closer relationship with Cambridge University resulted from
a visit to the School of certain of its Tutors, and in the following year
a similar visit was made by Oxford University Senior Tutors. These
contacts stimulated further interest in the older Universities among
Sixth Formers, and in 1969
G.W.Little
Cambridge.

gained

an

Open

Exhibition

to

Emmanuel

College,

G.F.O'Shea gained an Open Exhibition to Trinity College, Oxford.
J.Nixon gained entrance to Wadham College, Oxford
While in 1970
J.W.Auton gained an Open Exhibition to Selwyn College, Cambridge.
R.E.Green gained entrance to Emmanuel College,

Cambridge.

B.J.Lunt gained entrance to St. Catherine's College, Cambridge.
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In 1971
L.Eno gained entrance to Emmanuel College, Cambridge,
to read Chemistry.
D.Hallett gained entrance to St.Catherine's College, Cambridge,
to read Law.
D.F.Horan, gained entrance to Gonville and Caius College,
Cambridge, to read Medicine.
R.H.Houghton gained entrance to St.Catherine's College,
Cambridge, to read Law.
A typical synopsis of university entrances can be quoted from 1911.
They were as follows:

University

No. of entrances

Cambridge
London
Leeds
Liverpool
Sheffield
Durham
Bristol
Aberystwyth
Cardiff
Swansea
Bangor
Kent
Salford

4
5
2
2
2
1
1
2
3
1
1
1
3

Newcastle
St.Andrews

1
1

Courses of study

Law (2), Medicine, Chemistry
Architecture, Geography, French, Russian (2)
Chemical Engineering (2)
Electronics, Veterinary
Geology, Chemistry
Mathematics
Aero-Engineering
Geology (2)
Architecture, Medicine, Pharmacy
Genetics & Microbiology
Agriculture & Biology
Mathematics
Chemical Engineering, Mathematics,
Electrical Engineering
Economics
Physics & Astronomy

In addition, 11 boys were accepted at Colleges of Further Education and
Polytechnics.
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This broad diffusion of successful Advanced Level candidates to
British Universities contrasts vividly with the situation in the late
1930's, when those few gaining university entrance invariably went to
Manchester. The attendant desirable erosion of parochial attitudes
afforded by residential study away from home has been facilitated no
doubt by the new system of state grants to university students and the
acceptable growth of mobility in modern society.
It was perhaps to encourage potential university applicants to
extend their vision that in the 1960's there were fixed to the dark
walnut dado of the Main Hall the Coats of Arms of the Universities in
which boys from the School had studied. The happy touch of colour to the
Hall's decor was an incidental and much appreciated bonus. In addition,
Honours Boards, upon which were inscribed the names of Old Boys at
universities, were fixed to the walls of the main corridor. It was hoped
that their display would give inspiring evidence of academic continuity
and at the same time encourage the ambition and determination of present
pupils.
The design and execution of the Honours Boards are the work of Mr.
John Henshall, artist and calligrapher.
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THE WAR MEM0RIAL
Too swift,
The endless drift
Of years into a fathomless past.
The crystal droplets
Clear as sparkling dew
Have gone Instead red gouts of blood ooze to Eternity.
The First World War untidily ravaged a generation and tore the heart
out of the nation. Twenty years later, the Second World War saw a
systematic and organised national effort, when rationing and
conscription, planned industrial action and universal social selfdiscipline enabled a mighty military machine to make significant
contributions to the final defeat of Nazi Germany. It had been said that
the Battle of Waterloo was won upon the playing fields of Eton. The
contribution to victory made by the men of our country in the Second
World War was, in large measure, due to the talent nurtured in the
secondary and grammar schools of England.
No precise record exists of the numbers of our Old Boys who served
upon the high seas, in the arid wastes of North Africa, on the beaches of
Normandy, in the jungles of Burma, and in the persistent battles of the
skies. But the number of the known dead was 87. From 1940 to 1945 the
School was saddened when repeatedly news of casualties came through, too
often relating to young men who only a short time before had been its
pupils.
The announcement that the memory of the dead was to be perpetuated
in a War Memorial was made by Mr. George N. Whitfield, the Headmaster, at
the 1947 Speech Day, when it was also announced that in addition to a
memorial plaque in the form of a Roll of Honour, it was hoped that a
memorial Organ would be, provided for use in the main assembly hall. The
Headmaster appealed for private subscriptions and added that the first
contribution had already been made - £200, the total residual funds of
the recently-disbanded School Air Training Corps (616 Squadron).
By the end of 1950, over £2000 had been subscribed. A memorial
plaque, upon which were inscribed the 87 names of the dead, was installed
in the main entrance hall. This was unveiled at a simple ceremony held on
June 27th, 1951, by Mr.Westall, President of the Old Stoconians
Association. Later, an electric organ was installed in the hall, and on
Tuesday, October 11th, 1951, the War Memorial organ was dedicated by the
Rev.A.D.Harcus, M.A.,D.D., Moderator of the Free Church Federal Council.
Among the many present was the Director of
Education, Dr.E.Gwyn Thomas, members of the Governing Body, Mr.M.J.H.
Cooke, Headmaster during the war years, and representatives of both the
Seconians Association and the Old Stoconians. At the end of the ceremony
the Headmaster of the School, Dr.L.H.Shave, invited all present to attend
a Service of Commemoration, to be conducted in St.George's Church by the
Rev. Canon G.A.Deakin, B.Sc.
The music from the organ enhanced morning school assemblies in the
main hall. Many pupils and former pupils have benefited from its
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installation and have received lessens at its console, and periodic
recitals by organists of distinction have added a richness to the
School's contribution to the cultural life of Stockport.
By 1969 a major modification was made to the War Memorial organ.
Rapid technical advances in electronic design and construction resulted
in essential maintenance and occasional repairs becoming increasingly
difficult. Replacement of obsolete parts became virtually impossible. To
perpetuate the Memorial and also to maintain musical tradition, the
decision was taken to replace the electronic instrument by a pipe organ.
The Governors made an initial contribution of £1,700, and a War, Memorial
Appeal Committee, under the able chairmanship .of Mr.Derek Mather, was
established by the Friends of Stockport School, to raise funds. Within
two years the traditional generosity of friends and Old Boys raised an
additional £4,000, so that in 1972, a new pipe organ constructed by
J.W.Walker & Sons Ltd., to the design of Mr.Geoffrey Barber, was placed
in position upon a cantilevered platform, cunningly built to project from
the south wall of the Main Hall. The dedication ceremony was, performed
by the Rev.Canon Wilfrid Garlick on July 5th, 1972. On Tuesday, 28th
September, 1972, in a crowded hall, an opening recital chosen to display
the versatile nature of the new instrument, was given by Dr.Francis
Jackson, the organist of York Minster. In addition the Northern Cathedral
Singers, under the direction of Mr.Geoffrey Barber, master in, charge of
music at Stockport School, provided choral items. Especially noteworthy,
in the opinion of many knowledgeable listeners, was the virtuoso playing
of certain pieces by Mr.Colin Edwards, a recently-appointed music
teacher.
About the plinth of the new organ is inscribed:
" 1939

IN MEMORIAM

1945 "

For however advantageous or convenient the organ is to to-day's pupils,
its original purpose must never be forgotten, nor the sacrifices made by
those 87 Old Boys deemed mere history. Their example is a light to
condition the resolution and moral fibre of the present and future
generations of pupils of Stockport School in their inevitable future
battles against man's arrogance, selfishness, intolerance and inhumanity.

44
STRUCTURAL ADDITIONS
The School, as originally built, housed some 600 pupils. The
increasing demands for secondary grammar school education in the years
following World War 11 resulted in the acceptance in 1944 of a five form
entry. Disquiet over the precise efficiency of the 11 + examination
resulted in the transfer to the School, as from September 1944, of a 13+
class of 30 pupils. Later, the increased size of the Sixth Form
aggravated the problem of accommodation, so that physical enlargement was
urgent. The erection of prefabricated huts was suggested as an economical
and quick method of solving the problem. Happily, this idea was rejected
and the need for permanent building stressed. In the meantime, the
Congregational Sunday School in Lake Street was used to provide the
urgently-needed classrooms. Some relief was obtained in 1953, when four
additional classrooms were built to the main fabric by extending
southwards the western and eastern facades, i.e.classrooms Nos. 1 and 2,
and No.13 and the present Music Room.
The additions merely eased a difficult situation and by 1958
the number of the roll had rapidly approached 1000. The Lake Street
Congregational Sunday School had again to be used. Major additions,
including science laboratories, an Art room, classrooms, a gymnasium,
etc., were an absolute necessity, so that Mr.John Rank, the Borough
Architect, was instructed to prepare plans for additional buildings and
to supervise their erection by the local firm, J.J.Oakes & Sons Ltd.
During 1960 - 61, in the main building, auxiliary rooms were
constructed on both the ground floor and first floor, upon the quadrangle
side of the south corridors, the windows of which had originally looked
out over the quadrangle; the library was extended northwards to double
its capacity; a new biology laboratory was constructed to replace the old
dining room; the art room was extended to include the adjacent classroom;
the congested handicraft room as enlarged to include the area previously
occupied by kitchens; the staff common room, previously occupying a site
adjacent to the assembly hall, was transferred to the main corridor; and
new cloakrooms were built. But the principal addition to the premises was
the construction of an axially designed Junior Block, together with
adjacent dining room and kitchens and a new gymnasium to overlook the
main playing field. Mr.Rank resisted a demand to build in the then
fashionable contemporary international style, which might well have
resulted in a cheaper and more rapidly built, multi-storied, steel frame
and glass building, as was used in more than one other school extension
in the Manchester area. The only adverse result of this decision was the
reduction of the size of the main playground. This, however, was
compensated by the conversion of the back fields into an alternative play
area.
During the whole of the planning of the Junior School, the staff
were constantly consulted, and in one case this resulted in a complete
re-planning of one specialist room. An art room had been provided with
southern fenestration, to conform with that along the south side of the
block. It was pointed out that while this might be aesthetically
justified from the outside, it was undesirable internally, since an art
room needs either eastern or northern lighting.
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The Art Department was kindly asked to submit alternative plans. This was
done and the suggestion was made that the whole of the north and east
walls should be glass and a blank brick wall built upon the south side.
This idea was queried, since it would be aesthetically unacceptable in
the south facade. A happy solution was worked out. The south wall of the
Art room and that of the wall below was advanced several inches to
dissociate it from the rest of the south facade, and a metallic mural,
designed by the Art Department, added as a relief to the blank brick
wall. The mural consisted of a symbolic group: Pegasus, the classical
symbol of creative activity, with flanking symbols of the Arts and
Sciences. As the acceptance of this design was in the year of the
launching of the first satellite by the Russians, a symbolic satellite
was added.
SIXTH FORM CENTRE - THE OCTAGON
Some ten years later, in 1971, a further significant addition was
made. A centre was erected on the north side of the School and came into
use during the autumn of 1972, providing congenial accommodation for
senior students.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
In 1960 the Headmaster, in his annual report, revealed that
statistics kept over the last twenty years showed that boys attending the
School were both taller and heavier than in those of earlier days.
Athletic standards were higher, so that records were constantly being
broken. No doubt these improvements reflected the greater care shown by
society for the physical well-being of its youth. The provision of ante
and post natal care, school meals and school milk, medical and dental
supervision, extended since the pre-war days, had made significant
improvements, but in addition must be noted the greater scope and
efficiency of physical education in schools. The old Stockport Secondary
School, it is true, used the excellent gymnasium in the basement at Greek
street but had no adjacent playing field, and the remoteness of the
Adswood Lane facilities was not calculated to encourage any but the most
enthusiastic. The occupation of the new building at Mile End with its
field adjacent to the premises had a most stimulating effect, so that the
established games of soccer, lacrosse and cricket took on a new life. But
perhaps it was athletics which responded most remarkably to the new
facilities. Athletic meets became a regular feature in the summer time,
and a School team participated in the North of England Public Schools
athletic meet, held annually at Fallowfield stadium. It was in the early
days at Mile End that the scope of athletic activity was widened to
include pole-vaulting,
the putting of the shot, the throwing of the discus and the low hurdles.
Regrettably pole-vaulting and the low hurdles have not persisted as
competitive events, for their inclusion in the annual sports competition
always attracted keen interest.

The School made physical education a significant feature of its
life, and while games and athletics, swimming and mountaineering were
quite properly indulged in and encouraged for their own sakes, there was
also an awareness of the essential need for the physical fitness required
to cope with the discipline and long hours of study demanded by academic
education. The youth who was to hold his own in the intense competition
of the post-war world needed to be strong physically to cope with the
exacting demands of a grammar school course. The School in every way
aware of its responsibilities and owed much to the many masters who, in
addition to their normal classroom duties, helped in the provision of
games facilities at week-end, and so added to the excellent guidance and
formal training provided by the physic8l education specialists on the
staff.
A full list of sporting events and achievements would be tedious but
certain information is given to provide same idea of what was achieved:
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1951 E.Fish takes a creditable part in the National Schools Sports at
Southampton.
1955 The Senior Cross-country team was the winner of the Northern
Schools Cross-country Championship, when over
300 runners from 57 schools competed.
Stockport School led the field with 75 points, followed by:
Manchester Grammar School
117 points
Liverpool Collegiate School
118
“
King Edward VII School, Sheffield
125
“
Bradford Grammar School
167
“
Roundhey School, Leeds
170
“

1956

Tony Street plays for the English Schoolboys Soccer XI in three
international games: against Scotland, Wales and Ireland.

1957

Peter Roe is also included in the English Schoolboys XI

1958

D.Clayton, J.M.Grayson, R.Woodhouse are selected for the Cheshire
Grammar Schoolboys' Athletics team which competed in the All
England School meeting, Southampton.
D.Clayton represents Great Britain in the International Catholic
Games in Belgium and wins the 1500 metres in record time.

1961

Boys from School take part in Outward Bound Courses and prepare for
the Duke of Edinburgh's Awards. 10 boys complete courses leading to
a Bronze Award; 11 boys complete courses leading to a Silver Award.

1962

H.Handley plays in the Cheshire County rugby trials. J.Healey
selected for the Cheshire Grammar Schools soccer XI.
School gains fourth place in the Northern Cross-country Race at
Lyme Park, where 75 schools competed.

1962

Sees the opening of the new tennis courts built upon the site
of the old Mile End Hall. These provide a pleasing
addition to our games facilities. Inter-House and inter
School tennis becomes a feature of School life.

1962

Also saw 29 boys training for the Duke of Edinburgh's Award
Four boys attend Buckingham Palace to receive Gold Awards.
A group of boys attends the Plas Gwynant Adventure Centre in North
Wales.

1963

School gains second place in the inter-County Under 18' s
Cross-country Competition.
David Sutton runs a mile in 4.21 minutes in the National School’s
Athletic Meeting.
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1959 - 133 National Life-Saving Awards are 8'ained by boys of the School,
including 9 Awards of merit and 16 Instructors' Certificates.
1963

1965

The Swimming Pool built as a result of private subscriptions from
Old Boys and scholars, so providing splendid private facilities
for an activity which had been popular for years.

1965

Alan Gowling is Captain of the School's 1st soccer XI and is
selected to play for the Cheshire Schoolboy’s County XI.
Philip Burke is the first man home in the All-England Cross- country
race.

1967

Alan Gowling plays for the English Schoolboys' soccer XI and gains
his County Colours.
Many readers will know that soon afterwards Alan Gowling played
regularly for Manchester United and subsequently for Newcastle and
Huddersfield. At the time of writing he is enjoying a successful
season with Bolton Wanderers.
Of similar distinction in County cricket, Barry Dudleston (1956 61) has been a regular opening batsman for Leicestershire First XI
for the past ten years or so.
The custom which has developed in the last ten years of senior boys
virtually terminating their formal attendance during the latter part
of the summer term in order to concentrate upon preparations for
external examinations has had a regrettable effect upon both
cricketing and athletic activities. In the past, athletic training
by senior pupils persisted as a serious activity up to the end of
the summer term and acted as an inspiration to junior boys, with the
result that Sports Day, a well-attended social event, was also a
serious athletic occasion, producing exciting and most creditable
performances from very senior members.
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SCHOOL CAMPS
Among the extra-mural activities expanded during the 1950's and
later years was the School Camp.
For the younger generation, camping provided a stimulating
alternative to the daily routine. Early camps were organised in keeping
with the times on a quite informal basis. One such, under the direction
of two young masters, themselves Old Boys, was held in 1939 in the
secluded Combs Valley, when a group of thirty boys occupied a site below
the rock faces of Castle Naze, a prehistoric fort, earth rampart and hut
circles of which are still recognisable. From 1943 onwards a Harvest Camp
was arranged at Lingen, near to Ludlow (see notes on the War Years), but
it was not until 1952 that the idea of annual camps for first formers was
suggested. Increasingly, owing to an intake limited to the County Borough
of Stockport and the consequent exclusion of pupils from rural areas, the
type of entrant was myopically urban, often seeing the countryside merely
as an area for recreation. It was deemed desirable for juniors to be
formally introduced to rural life and experiences, while at the same time
benefiting from the communal enjoyment that a camp provides.
In 1952 the first camp was organised by Mr. Douglas Hall at Taxal in
the Goyt Valley, the whole of the first year attending. The site was on a
slope leading down to the river, pleasantly sylvan but possessing certain
disadvantages, so that when an alternative venue was available in Edale,
within the Peak District National Park, close below the south edge of
Kinder Plateau, there started a series of camps which has persisted to the
present day. For both boys and masters the shared experience of this type
of life has resulted in the fostering of friendly relationships which have
added enormously to the happy atmosphere of Stockport School. A regular
feature has been a visit by the local Mountain Rescue Team, to inform
youngsters about the sensible way in which to enjoy mountain walking. It is
pleasant to record that a leading member of that team has for years been an
Old Boy, David Kirkpatrick.
SCHOOL TRAVEL
Foreign travel and mountaineering have always been attractive
features of our life and from the 1950's onwards have become increasingly
so as facilities for such ventures became available.
In the late 1920's, parties of boys visited French resorts, St.Malo
being the most popular, while Sixth Formers visited the Hebrides, the
Black Cuillins of Skye in those days being almost as inaccessible as the
Himalayan Peaks are to-day. With the introduction of Youth Hostelling in
the early 1930's, School parties, frequently visited hostels in the Lakes
and North Wales. Fell and mountain walking was a sport always popular in
the Manchester area, and the well known Karibiner Club, one of the
leading rock climbing clubs of the North of England, had among its
foundation members some of our old scholars. A feature of the early days,
well before
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the era of massed school travel, formal field studies and subsidised
excursions, was the pleasure of holiday cruises organised through the
English Secondary Schools' Travel Trust. Mr.Cooke, the Headmaster, was an
enthusiastic supporter of its ventures. Before the war, under the
auspices of the E.S.S.T.T. some of our pupils cruised to Norway, to the
Mediterranean, to the Baltic ports, in specially selected troopships
converted for holiday use. The war interrupted this mind-broadening
travel, and when it was over, such was the greatly reduced state of
British shipping that no vessels were available. It is, however, pleasant
to note that subsequently Stockport School, with its retired Headmaster,
Mr.M.J.H.Cooke, as Chairman, became a leading member of the E.S.S.T.T.
holiday scheme, and that visits to Switzerland at Easter time were
enjoyed for many years. More recently foreign travel has become more
popular, and groups, including, sports teams, have visited foreign areas,
including Stockport's twin town of Beziers in France, the Soviet Union,
Germany, etc. Meanwhile, British hills still draw parties to tackle the
rigours of the Pennine Way, the less-demanding route along Offa's Dyke,
the crisp Knife-edge of Crib Goch and the Snowdon Horseshoe, and the
cha1lenging flanks of Tryfan.
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THE BUILDING OF THE SWIMMING BATH
Among the varied athletic activities encouraged in the School has
been swimming. For many years instruction was given and inter-House
competitions were held at the Stockport Municipal Baths at St.
Petersgate, and the numerous pupils who annually were encouraged to gain
the Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards of the Royal Life-Saving Society owed
much to the enthusiasm of the voluntary services of individual masters.
Later, after 1938, facilities were enjoyed at the Blue Lagoon, an openair pool that once occupied a site now taken over by suburban houses
adjacent to Sandhurst Road. The Blue Lagoon was ideal on the hot days of
summer, but too often the water was cold,
particularly so in those post-war days when fuel shortages were common.
Competent swimmers could, and did, regularly survive brisk dips pool, but
learners were intimidated and discouraged by the very temperatures, and
consequently had to travel all the way to St.Petersgate. Nevertheless,
swimming continued as a popular sport, and it was this persistent
interest that stimulated the idea that the, School, should have its own
pool. The idea that this should be built as a result of private
subscription was first suggested publicly by an Old Boy, Mr.John O'Shea,
himself a keen swimmer, upon his being installed as President of the Old
Stoconians, at their annual dinner in 1962. The proposal was received
with some incredulity. But the idea was attractive, and the means to
raise the initial sum of £10,000, a considerable amount in the preinflation days of 1962, seemed less formidable the more practical steps
to raise the money were examined. Over three years, the £10,000 was
collected by the means of subscriptions, covenants, weekly form
collections, and sales of work, etc. organised by an eager Parent’s
Swimming Pool Committee under the eager Chairmanship of Mr.0'Shea. the
interest and practical co-operation of Mr.Idris Owen, an Old Boy, and
later M.P. for Stockport North, was enlisted, so that his firm
gratuitously excavated the site and subsequently built the pool, which
was opened with proper ceremony by Mr.Eric Vernon, the distinguished
surgeon and erstwhile scholar, on a warm Saturday in May, 1965, in the
presence of the Mayor and Mayoress, Alderman Walter and Miss Margaret
Durr. The first swimmers to enter the sparkling waters were Christopher
Wilkinson, a former pupil, and his sister, Diana, both of whom enjoyed at
that time national reputations, Diana being inc1uded in the BritishOlympic team.

The open-air pool was more than enthusiastically appreciated by the
boys, and when later the local Education Committee arranged for it to be
covered, its use throughout the whole year was possible, with obvious
advantages.
The acquisition of this excellent facility is an outstanding
manifestation of individual inspiration, co-operative activity, warm
generosity and sensible self-help, which might well be frequently quoted
as an example to others in future days, that they too might occasionally
be encouraged to act likewise.
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THE FRIENDS OF STOCKPORT SCHOOL
The spirit Which permeated the activities of the Parents' Swimming
Pool Committee persisted, and in May1969 was formed the association
called The Friends of Stockport School, whose principal aims were to
foster social and cultural links between the School and its friends;
provide a forum in which educational topics could be discussed; and,
perhaps most significantly, promote means to help the School financially.
From the start the Association was well supported. The presence on its
executive committee of at least one staff member ensured a close liaison
between the new body and the School, while care was constantly taken to
forge close links with the Stoconians Association. A regularly-published
broadsheet circulates among its members and the pupils of the School. Its
pleasant and well-supported social events have included cheese and wine
evenings, fashion shows, autumn fairs, popular Christmas parties and
Christmas Carol evenings. Concerts have been organised, and those given
by the King's Singers were widely appreciated. Many youths of the School
have reason to be grateful to the Friends, having been recipients of
travel grants generously provided to help towards travelling expenses
incurred during worthwhile educational projects undertaken for the most
part by senior boys. The Friends also so took the leading part in the
raising of funds for the memorial Organ, now in the Main Hall, while most
departments have benefited in a variety of ways from financial aid which
has enabled additional equipment to be purchased. The value of the
interest in the School shown by the Friends has been recognised by the
Governors, who have co-opted one of its members on to the Governing Body.
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THE DRAMATIC AND OPERATIC TRADITION
So important has been the place of drama and opera in our cultural
life that special mention must be made of both.
A dramatic tradition was well established in the old days of the
Stockport Secondary School, when, on both the boys' and the girls' side,
plays were publicly performed on a simple stage in the panelled and
polished hall of the Greek Street Secondary School. One-act plays were
very popular and included, 'The Grand Cham's Diamond,' 'A Night at an
Inn,' and 'The Thread of Scarlet.' Perhaps the most ambitious production
of that early era was William Shakespeare's 'As You Like It' in 1929,
with an all-male cast, two leading members of which, together with the
creator of the decor, were later to become masters at the School.
A further well-established and much appreciated tradition was the
annual production of a masters' play, presented as a curtain raiser to
the quite splendid Junior and Senior Christmas parties. These plays were
written by Mr.C.G.Bennett, later the first assistant master and acting
Headmaster in 1945. They were hilarious farces whose casts included not
merely the young masters understandably 'out for a lark,' but staid and
respectable senior members of the common room, who revealed to their
delighted audiences secret and astonishing sides to their personalities.
The last masters' play was produced in 1938, when performances were given
before most appreciative public audiences.
The importance of drama was no doubt in the mind of Mr.M.J.H. Cooke,
when he insisted that the main hall at Mile End should be provided with
an adequate stage. The first boys' production in the new school was an
elaborate fantasy, 'The Magic Bowl,' publicly performed on the 24th and
25th of March 1939. The text was written by a member of the staff and
loosely based on the Ali Baba theme. Production of this piece had
previously been made at the Greek street School, but the new and better
facilities enabled the settings, lighting and decor to be much more
elaborate.
Drama received an extraordinary stimulus with the war-time
appointment to the English Department of Mrs.Mary Burns (nee Ridyard), a
former pupil of the Stockport Secondary School, where she had previously
shown an unusual interest in theatre. Her talents and single-mindedness,
her insistence upon high and disciplined standards in every aspect of the
craft, established traditions which have been an inspiration to all later
producers. In 1944, 1945 and 1946, directly as a result of her enthusiasm
and energy, celebrated plays were presented in which the now nationally
acclaimed Peter Barkworth took the leads (see previous notes upon the
1946 production of 'Hamlet.') With the return of masters from the Forces
and the re-establishment of an all-male staff, the dramatic tradition was
splendidly carried on by Mr.Walter Lord, ably supported by an
enthusiastic team of masters and boys, so that each annual production
became an activity demanding expertise, not only from the actors, so
obvious on the stage, but also from a host of essential ancillaries
responsible for .stage management, decor, the design and painting of
sets, costumes, make-up artists and the like - a true team effort.
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Early successes included 'Tobias and the Angel' in which Brian
Rawlinson first revealed his acting ability, and a brilliant and
delightful production of James Elroy Flecker's 'Hassan' It is not
surprising that Brian was later to distinguish himself in numerous B.B.C.
television series, for example, as a yokel in Thomas Hardy's'Far from the
Madding Crowd,' and in the key role of Robert in 'The Onedin Line.'
The production of 'Hassan' owed much to the exceptionally fine sets
designed by M.D.Taggart of the Sixth Form; to the 'girls', exquisitely
trained to dance to the choreography ingeniously devised by Mrs.Pyrah,
wife of a member of the staff; to Leslie Booth, who took the part of
Ishak and who also composed the lyrics that added such an air of delicacy
to the production; and to the brilliant acting of John Leigh as Rafi, the
King of the Beggars. It was to everyone's deep sadness that not long
afterwards John Leigh was killed in a motorcycle accident.
John Leigh was Head Boy, a brilliant actor and a talented and fine
young man of outstanding intellectual promise. It was confidently
expected that he would win an Open Scholarship to either Oxford or
Cambridge. In addition to his literary and dramatic gifts, he had powers
of leadership and a capacity for friendship, which made him a. source of
inspiration to all with whom he came into contact.
One interesting interruption of the long series of plays so
creditably produced by Mr.Walter Lord occurred in 1957 with Mr.Leslie
Felthouse's robust presentation of his own adaptation of Robert Louis
Stevenson's 'Treasure Island.' The demands on the stage staff and the set
designers were exceptional. The play was in five acts. Weeks were spent
in creating five sets, one of which was a highly-realistic simulation of
the deck of the good ship "Hispaniola" and another a remarkably contrived
set which could be nightly assaulted and literally smashed to pieces.
John Shrapnel, who took one of the leading roles, became a professional
actor, and now appears regularly on television And on the London stage.
Particularly noteworthy is John's recent excellent characterisation of
the private secretary in the widely acclaimed and highly-controversial
'Edward and Mrs.Simpson.'
List of Dramatic Productions since 1939
1939

The Magic Bowl - a Fantasy

1942

The Adventures of the amazing Dr. Clitterhouse

1943

Three One-Act Plays

1944

Macbeth

1945

Caesar and Cleopatra.

1946

Hamlet

1947

Tobias and the Angel

1948

King Richard II

1949 (April)

Hassan

1949 (Nov.)

King Henry IV Part One

1950

Richelieu
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1951
1952
1953
1954

King Lear

1955
1956

Julius Caesar

1957
1958

Treasure Island

1959
1960

St.Joan

1961

The Long Sunset

1962
1963

She stoops to Conquer

1966
1969
1975
1977

Hamlet

Cockpit
The Merchant of Venice
Caesar and Cleopatra

The Vigil

Morning Departure

Badger's Green

The Tempest

Billy Budd
Trial of Toad (From 'The Wind in the Willows')
One Short Day

It is noteworthy that for some who acted and helped in other ways,
drama was a ladder by which they climbed to their later theatrical
careers, conspicuously so in the cases of Peter Barkworth, twice
nominated as Actor of the Year; Brian Rawlinson and John Shrapnel, but
also in more than one case, of past pupils who have joined production
staffs in film, television and theatrical studios. For example,
Christopher Kay, who is now a B.B.C. television and radio announcer in
Manchester (see subsequent comment).
The appointment in 1951 of Mr.Geoffrey Barber as Head of the Music
Department resulted in a welcomed broadening of cultural activity.
Possessing an unusual flair as a conductor of choral music, he presented
such works as 'The Revenge' by C.V.Stanford; selections from Haydn's
'Creation'; 'Hiawatha's Wedding Feast' sung to the music of ColeridgeTaylor, and in 1958 an ambitious rendering of parts of Benjamin Britten's
Cantata 'St.Nicolas.'
The first opera, 'H.M.S.Pinafore' by Gilbert and Sullivan was
produced in 1963. It was an outstanding success and was followed
in subsequent years by further Gilbert and Sullivan operas, presenting to
the singers and musicians, the stage staff and set designers, new
theatrical challenges which were enthusiastically accepted and most
successfully resolved, so that near-professional standards were achieved.
In particular should be noted the remarkable production.
of 'Ruddigore', so infrequently attempted by amateurs because of the
physical and artistic difficulties of staging its second act.
Mention must be made at this point of another sad incident, too many
of which seem inevitably to punctuate the progress of school life. Among
the talented principal members of the cast of 'Ruddigore' which included
such actor-singers as C.J.Wagstaffe, G.J.Bartlett and
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H.Lorenzelli was Colin A.Hall, who took the role of Sir Roderick
Murgatroyd. Colin, in addition to his artistic and vocal talents, was a
keen mountaineer and rock climber, having successfully attended demanding
scouting courses, including an arduous one at an Outward Bound School.
Soon after the production of 'Ruddigore' he was practising on the rock
face of Castle Haze, in the Combs Valley, and in attempting the traverse
known as 'the Scoop' fell and was killed. His death robbed our community
of a splendid young man, whose personality and talents acted as a source
of inspiration for so many of his contemporaries. His memory is
perpetuated in the Library, where, in the reference section, is lodged as
a tribute a detailed and informative book on nautical matters, another of
his keen interests.
On a happier note it must be recorded that Alan J.Byers, who
delighted audiences with his rendering of Nanki-Poo in the 1965
production of 'The Mikado', in that year won a choral scholarship
to King's College, Cambridge, and was one of the original group of King's
Singers. As a result of this connection, for many years the King's
Singers visited us each January, to delight audiences with their unique
artistry.
Upon the resignation of Mr.Barber in 1971, the operatic tradition
was maintained to the same high standard by Mr.Kenneth Lloyd.
List of Operatic Productions
1963
1964
1965
1966
1968
1970
1971
1972
1973
1975
1976
1979

H.M.S.Pinafore
The Yeomen of the Guard
The Mikado
Ruddigore
Iolanthe
The Gondoliers
The Yeomen of the Guard
Oliver
The Beggar's Opera
Trial by Jury
H.M.S.Pinafore
Oliver
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Of the many boys who contributed to operatic and dramatic successes,
Christopher Kay should be recalled. A gifted and talented actor,
possessing a fine voice, he took part in six operas, singing in his
treble days in two minor female parts, and making his debut as a
principal as the Lord High Admiral in the 1963 performance of
'H.M.S.Pinafore'. In the same year he was cast a Prospero in 'The
Tempest,' a fine part he interpreted with considerable sensitivity and
maturity. Later he played with equal distinction and considerable
poignancy, Jack Point in the 1964 rendering of 'The Yeomen of the Guard,'
and Pish-Tush in the memorable 'Mikado' of 1965. His final role of Hamlet
in 1966 concluded a record of involvement that ranks him among the
School's most talented artistic members.
In both drama and opera, a worthy contribution to success results
from efficient stage management and the effective design and creation of
decor. Consistently for over 30 years stage management, with all its
complications of manual manipulation, all its intricacies of stage sound
effects and lighting, was in the hands of stage staff efficiently trained
and supervised by Mr.Douglas Hall, while during the same long period
design and painting of stage sets was carried out by senior boys under
the direction of the Head of the Art Department. In all, both masters
were concerned with well over thirty plays and operas, working under the
direction of a variety of producers, so that at no time did the auxiliary
services provided by the boys they trained fail to match in quality the
high standards of actors and singers.
Since 1973 productions have been undertaken by enthusiastic younger
members of staff. Mr.Kenneth Lloyd's musical talent and skill as a
director ensures that operatic excellence will continue, while on the
drama side, Mr.Bill Barton and Mr.Roger Fogg have collaborated to ensure
equal success in their field. Other masters have rendered valuable help
but mention must be made of Mr.S.L.Flegg, an Old Boy, who for several
years now has assumed responsibility for the arduous job of stage
manager, with creditable success.
The play, 'One Short Day,' presented in 1977, written by Messrs.
Barton and Fogg, was not only excellently produced but provided an
appreciative audience with ideas of significance.
It is pleasing to record that in the 1979 presentation of 'Oliver,'
members of the staff were included in the cast.
One delightful innovation occurred in the summer of 1953, as the
School's part in the national celebrations associated with the coronation
of Queen Elizabeth 11. An Elizabethan Festival was held in the quadrangle
where, in addition to Morris dancing by Sixth Formers on the four lawns,
and the charming rendering of Elizabethan music and madrigals, scenes
from Shakespeare were presented by the Dramatic Society, some of which
were acted most effectively from an improvised 'stage' on the roof area
adjacent to the old gymnasium. The splendid acoustic properties of the
quadrangle might well be exploited in the future.
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MINOR DRAMATIC ACTIVITY
Contributing in a modest way to dramatic tradition were two minor
activities, both of which introduced acting to a wider circle of boys,
particularly those in the Junior and Middle Schools. I refer to House
Competitions and Puppet Plays.
House drama originated in the old days of Mr.Yarwood's Headship,
when a feature of the end of each autumn term was a House party. Among
the lively and boisterous entertainments provided on these occasions was
a play. However, inter-House Competitive Drama Festivals were a later
development and received considerable stimulus when, on the untimely
death of Mr .John Dodd, a young and enthusiastic member of the English
staff, his wife, in his memory, presented a handsome trophy, the design
and execution of which was carried out by Mr.John Henshall, one of
Britain's leading calligraphers.
The creation of puppets has long been an activity enjoyed by junior
boys and this led logically to the production of puppet plays, written,
staged and produced by the Art Department and periodically publicly
presented in the main Art Room.
SCHOOL STRATIFICATION AND ADMINISTRATION
The increased size of the School (in 1962 the number on roll was
1053, compared with 761 in 1951) aggravated the persistent problem of
relating the individual pupil to the whole community. In form, team,
drama group or camping unit, a boy could feel himself a useful member and
at the same time be recognised and appreciated as a person. As early as
1929, in spite of the small size of the School, then well under 400, the
problem had presented itself and the House system had been successfully
introduced; producing a desirable vertical division in addition to the
School's horizontal academic stratification (see notes on the House
System). But by 1960 further division was thought necessary. The physical
separation of the juniors in their own block helped, and a master was
appointed to devote special attention to their care. Later, two other
senior masters were appointed: one to be responsible for the Senior
School, one for the Middle School. Those in charge of each section coordinated the activities of their colleagues besides taking a special
interest in their particular responsibilities and clarifying and
recognising distinctive problems so that these could be brought to the
attention of the Headmaster and the staff as a whole and any necessary
action taken.
One unfortunate and inevitable result of these developments was the
increasing remoteness of the Headmaster, whose role gradually assumed
that of an administrator, co-coordinator and public relations officer
rather than that of an educator, whose personality could directly
influence individual pupils, particularly those in the Sixth Form. This
development is typical of the age, when in all walks of life the creation
of larger industrial, commercial and even political units and the
formation of vast remote bureaucratic machines to support them, is
thought to increase efficiency. The central
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educational administration at the Town Hall in the 1930's was closely
related to the School and was headed by an official known intimately to
staff. Before the war, Mr.Gerald Holgate, the then Director of Education,
joined teachers and boys on School cruises, and during the war years it
was common practice for masters on leave to call at his office and have
morning coffee and a chat with the Director, who was only too pleased to
relate, in his whimsical manner, the latest local news.
The reorganisation of local government boundaries in 1974 and the
creation of the vast Metropolitan Borough of Stockport had made such
intimate relationships virtually impossible, so that the School has lost
some of the unique status that it formerly possessed, when it existed as
the only State Grammar School for boys in the Borough.
To combat difficulties attendant upon the much greater size of the
School has meant a more determined and dedicated effort by individual
staff members; their further cultivation of pastoral care; and their
display of intellectual discipline and moral responsibility. To a great
extent these qualities emanate from the spirit of the Common Room.
Stockport School has been singularly fortunate in this respect. The
atmosphere has always been warm, and its friendly nature and high morale
repeatedly praised by successive generations of masters, all of whom in
their time would recognise the fine qualities of the School's Deputy
Headmasters, who have, in the nature of things such close association
with their colleagues: in the old days the whimsical and gentle
personality of Ginger Bennett, and on his retirement in 1948 the
unobtrusive gentlemanly efficiency and immense integrity of Mr.Dickson,
Deputy from 1948 to 1967, and latterly that provided by Mr.Douglas Hall,
whose personal convictions and steadiness did so much to ensure a smooth
transition from grammar school to comprehensive status. On Mr.Hall's
retirement in 1977, the burden fell, upon the experienced shoulders of
Mr.Pyrah.
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THE COAT OF ARMS, COLOURS AND FLAGS
The Coat of Arms is derived from that of the former County Borough
of Stockport, which itself adopted and modified for its own use the Arms
of the mediaeval family of De Stokeport, leading members of which held
office under the Crown as Barons of Stockport, and to one of whom, Sir
Robert de Stokeport, in 1220, was granted a Charter, by which Stockport
was made a Free Borough, burgesses secured in their manorial rights end
local people granted many precisely-defined privileges.
The earliest known use of the De Stokeport shield of arms is to be
seen in the seal attached to an early 13th century document, the Marple
Deed, by which at some time between 1208 and 1229, Sir Robert de
Stokeport granted Marple and Wibbersley to William and Margery de Vernon.
The seal bore the imprint of a triangular shield charged with three
lozenges, two and one, surrounded by the words: Sigill. Robert De
Stokeport. A later use occurred in one of a group of sixteen mediaeval
equestrian portraits of the 16 Earls and Barons of Chester. Each painting
included arms of the Earl or Baron, the escutcheon of the Baron of
Stockport being shown as azure (blue) with three lozenges (gold) or two
and one. This group of portraits hung until 1823 in Underbank Hall,
Stockport, being the property of the Ardernes of Harden, but in that year
they were publicly auctioned and so acquired by Thomas Legh of Lyme Hall.
They have subsequently disappeared.
In later mediaeval examples of the De Stokeport arms, the
Azure shield was enriched with cross crosslets or (gold), the numbers of
which varied according to the whims of the designer and the size of the
shield. Nine such cross crosslets were usually used but seven was not
uncommon.
When the Free Borough of Stockport assumed County status as a result
of the Municipal Corporation Act of 1835, measures were taken to acquire
a Coat of Arms to be incorporated into the design of the Common Seal of
the County Borough of Stockport. The design agreed upon included as a
central feature the shield of the De Stokeport family, surmounted by a
mural crown and flanked on the right by the armed figure of Britannia and
on the left by the :British lion couchant gardant.' Above the shield was
a streamer inscribed:
Corporate Reform.

Jan 1836

and at the foot of the shield were arranged emblems of England, Scotland
and Ireland, viz. the rose, the thistle and the shamrock.
When in 1925 the School Coat of Arms was designed, the central De
Stokeport shield from the County Borough Coat of Arms was appropriated,
an act of acquisition in heraldry justified by long established custom,
together with the mural crown and a streamer upon which is inscribed the
School motto.
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VELIS ET REMIS
(which in English reads, "With sails and oars") as a perpetual reminder
that in all its metaphorical voyages the School might well be advised to
take advantage of every facility for its future advancement.
The adoption of a School Coat of Arms in 1925 coincided with
a change in uniform. Previously, the only insignia required of pupils was
a blue cap upon which were the letters S.M.S.S., standing for Stockport
Municipal Secondary School. In 1925 the colour maroon was added to the
traditional blue and gold, and the required uniform consisted of a cap of
maroon with a blue band and embellished with the School crest in gold,
and a blazer of maroon trimmed with blue and having a breast pocket
enriched with the crest.
The post-war years of austerity and rationing and the attendant
difficulty of obtaining suitably coloured cloth for the manufacture of
blazers and caps resulted in a reversion to a single colour, blue, for
caps and blazers. The colours of the Old Stoconians, however, continued
to be maroon, blue and gold.
When in the 1950's the Old Stoconians presented the School with its
flag, the colours maroon, blue and gold were again used, the multicoloured field of the flag being emblazoned with the School Arms.
Both the crest and the flag were designed by the Art Department.
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THE HOUSE SYSTEM
It was deemed convenient and desirable in 1929 to divide the School
vertically into four Houses, following a custom, well-established and
found to be educationally sound, in many grammar schools with ancient
foundations. The four Houses were named after four local gentlemen who
had made worthy contributions, not only
to the well-being of the citizens of Stockport, but in particular to the
establishment and subsequent development of the School.
The four Houses were:
Brown House

named after R.J.Brown Esq., M.Sc., the first Headmaster
of the School.

Hallam House

named after Alderman Ephraim Hallam, J.P., a local
philanthropist, distinguished for his acts of charity
and in particular for his abiding interest in local
education.

Kay House

named after Thomas Kay Esq., J.P., founder of
a local firm of manufacturing chemists, who, in
addition to his general interest in the prosperity of
the citizens of the Borough, Was particularly concerned
with the fostering of interest and practical skill in
both Art and Music.

Rowbotham House

named after Sir Thomas Rowbotham, son of a farm
labourer, whose mechanical inventiveness led to the
formation of an engineering firm and whose public
spirit and charity permanently enriched the Borough.

Later, owing to the Schools increased intake, additional Houses were
created:
Cooke House in 1958, named after M.J.H.Cooke Esq., M.Sc., Headmaster from
1924 to 1944, on whom fell the arduous task of
preparing and implementing the move to the newly-built
premises at Mile End in 1938.
Patten House in 1973, named after Alderman Henry Patten, O.B.E., J.P.,
M.A., Chairman of the County Borough of Stockport's
Education Committee which arranged for the new
buildings at Mile End.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

J.R.Brown Esq., M.Sc.
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Headmaster 1903 to 1924.

Of Scottish descent, J.R.Brown received his education at a private
school and later studied at Owen's College, later to be formed into
Manchester University where, in 1882, he obtained a first class honours
degree in Chemistry and in 1889 his Master's degree. Aware of the
advanced nature of chemistry in Germany, he decided to continue his postgraduate work at Heidelberg University, and subsequently went to the
world-famous Polytechnic at Charlottenburg, where he extended his
knowledge under the renowned Professor Bunsen. On his return to England,
J.R.Brown was appointed in 1889, during the first year of the Stockport
Technical School's existence, its first lecturer in Chemistry and
mathematics. In 1890 his outstanding qualities were recognised and he was
appointed Principal. It was he who was primarily concerned with the
development of the Technical School, and Then in 1903 the Day School,
which he had established, was converted into the Stockport Municipal
Secondary School, he was its first Headmaster, a post he held in addition
to his being Principal of the Technical School.
J.R.Brown possessed boundless energy and was a most able
administrator. He was familiar with advanced technical and scientific
developments in Germany and able to convey to his staff and his pupils,
in a stimulating manner, his own enthusiasm for science. He published
textbooks on Chemistry, and his 'Workshop Science' and 'Notes on
Chemistry' were valued well beyond the scientific circles of Stockport.

It was during the lifetime of J.R.Brown that the bicycle developed
from the penny-farthing to the machine with pneumatic tyres more or less
similar to the bicycle of to-day. J.R.Brown was an enthusiastic cyclist.
He toured Britain extensively but was particularly interested in Wales
were the rough macadam roadways were more than a challenge. Later, when
motor-cycles were invented, he was one of the first people in the
Stockport area to acquire one. It is sad that his interest in motorcycling led to his premature death. He was riding along Chester Road from
the direction of Macclesfield and was attempting to pass a motor vehicle,
when his bike skidded and he was thrown into the vehicle's path and
killed. His failure to return home to his house in Davenport Park
resulted in the first-ever broadcast for a missing person to be made over
the then primitive 'wireless.'
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Alderman Ephraim Hallam, J.P. 1812 - 1897
Of humble origin Ephraim Hallam started work at the age of seven,
and during a long and energetic life, punctuated by acts of extraordinary
generosity, made a fortune. Dying without issue, he left £120,00O to be
established as a charity and to be devoted principally to educational
purposes.
Ephraim Hallam was born in Stockport on March 11th, 1812. An
ambitious and enterprising lad, he eventually became apprenticed to a
chemist and apothecary in Underbank. At the same time he was encouraged
to study Latin by a local Unitarian Minister. On more than one evening a
week he walked from Stockport to Manchester to attend Professor David's
lectures in Chemistry at the Quay Street College, there being no such
facilities for study in his own town. After successfully working out his
apprenticeship, he set up on his own as a chemist, but when, some years
later, his father, who ran a small cotton-waste spinning workshop in
Higher Hillgate, died, Ephraim Hallam took over his father's interests
Under Ephraim Hallam's energetic and imaginative management, the small
firm prospered. The spinning mill was enlarged; business expanded, end
eventually a large new mill, in Heaviley (still at the far end of Hallam
Street)was erected, substantial evidence of the industry and enterprise
of its owner.
In 1844, at the age of 32, Ephraim Hallam became a Town Councillor;
in 1858 he was made an Alderman, and in 1862, Mayor of the County Borough
of Stockport.
The prosperity of cotton spinners and weavers was subject to cycles
of booms and depressions, end in the 1860's there was a serious slump in
the cotton industry of the North. Unemployment was widespread; distress
acute. The town of Stockport was very badly hit. There was no
unemployment benefit; no social security payments. Many thousands
of local people suffered privation. Ephraim Hallam, as a leading
employer, initiated action to alleviate local distress. He solicited the
help of Cheshire aristocrats like the Marquis of Westminster and
Lord Egerton of Tatton. He approached the Bishop of Chester for help, in
spite of the fact that he himself was an ardent Methodist.
It was perhaps his religious and liberal convictions that acted as a
spur to his daily life. In addition to his private business and work on
the Town Council, he was personally involved in the Methodist and
Nonconformist Sunday School movement, and in particular with the locally
influential Stockport Sunday School, where for many years he was a
teacher. When the local Methodists built the Mount Tabor Chapel, a grand
neo-classical building with an imposing facade in the Roman Corinthian
style, Ephraim Ha1lam generously contributed to its finances. In 1971 the
chapel was demolished, and at the suggestion of Mr.John Rank, the Borough
Architect, the huge Corinthian capitals were preserved. They now form
ornamental features in the paved area at the junction of Wellington Road
South and Edward Street the site upon which the Mount Tabor Chapel stood.
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Ephraim Hallam was deeply convinced of the need to expand
educational facilities. Stockport Grammar School benefited considerably
from his generosity, and he was a substantial supporter of Alderman
Joseph Leigh in his desire to build locally a Technical School. But his
most significant contribution was his causing to be established, on his
death, the Ephraim Hallam Charity, to be used to found a series of
educational scholarships, so that young people in later days (including
the grateful writer of this account) could benefit from his endowments,
chief among which were:
Six Exhibitions tenable at Universities;
Six Exhibitions tenable at Teacher Training Colleges;
and nine continuation Scholarships available for pupils in
attendance at local Secondary or Grammar Schools.
Ephraim Hallam died on Christmas Day, 1897, at the age of 85.
At his funeral service in the Mount Tabor Chapel, the President of the
Methodist Conference, the Rev.J.Innocent, said:
"We have to thank God that he had given to the town a man whose life and
influence had been a blessing to it.... and whose influence would
remain."
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Thomas Kay Esq., J.P. 1841 - 1914
Thomas Kay, a highly successful self-made manufacturer, was a man of
wide cultural interests, who was deeply convinced that in the realm of
literature, music and art, a richer and broader outlook on life could be
experienced. His attitude was that of those hard-headed 19th century
industrialists who did so much to encourage the type of art associated
with the Gothic Revival and the Pre-Raphaelite Movement, and which made
Manchester and Birmingham Art Centres of significance, so different from
the established classical traditions of London.
Thomas Kay was born in Heywood, Lancashire, in 1841 and like Ephraim
Hallam, was apprenticed to a local chemist. After 'serving his time' he
worked as an assistant chemist in various Lancashire towns and then in
1863 moved to London, where he held a post as manager of a chemist's
shop, owned by a Mr.Peter Squire, Her Majesty's Chemist, in Oxford
Street. In 1867 Thomas Kay came to Stockport to set up business with his
brother, Samuel, as manufacturing chemists. Their first premises were in
Hillgate. Later they moved to St.Petersgate. The products of the firm
gained a world-wide reputation and, when in 1887, the business was made
into a limited company, the principal employees were enrolled as
shareholders, in a profit-sharing scheme, anticipating in its liberal
policy, suggestions made repeatedly to-day by the advocates of profitsharing as a means of producing industrial efficiency and stability.
By 1909, Thomas Kay was the possessor of a large fortune. For the
rest of his life he was closely associated with a series of educational
and social schemes in Stockport. He had already contributed
magnificently, but anonymously, to Alderman Joseph Leigh's building of
the Technical School. Later, he made equally generous donations to the
finances required to build the extensions to the Stockport Infirmary.
When the Technical School was extended southwards in 1913, thus virtually
doubling its capacity he was invited to lay the foundation stone on the
23rd of July of that year, a public tribute to his previous generosity.
The School was ready for use in September 1915, when Thomas Kay, again
the Mayor of Stockport, opened the building. The foundation stone he had
laid in 1913 and one recording his opening of the School in September
1915 are now set into the wall adjacent to the entrance to the Reuel
Harrison Building of Stockport College.
Thomas Kay's interests were catholic. He was an active member of
many local cultural societies, but his main private energies were related
to the Arts, particularly the Fine Arts and Music. He was able to travel
widely on the Continent, visiting in particular the principal Art centres
of Europe and acquiring in his travels a large collection of pictures and
archaeological treasures which, upon his death, were given to his native
town of Heywood, and there displayed in a specially-designed Art Gallery
and Museum.
While Mayor of Stockport in 1913 he suggested that the Council should
encourage local industrialists, shop-keepers and private citizens, to
improve the appearance of the town, and instanced the fact that in his
foreign travels it had come to his notice that, in German cities, rate
rebates were granted to such people who so contributed to the improvement
of their environment. He urged the Council to organise a similar scheme
here. He also pleaded that the town should possess an Art Gallery and a
Museum and suggested that they could form part of a civic group of
buildings that might be architecturally related to the Technical
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School. Such buildings could, he suggested, occupy the site which would
become available when the old Grammar School moved to its new premises
off Buxton Road. This idea was not carried out in his time but it
persisted and was partially followed up immediately after the Great War,
when the town's War Memorial was built. It took the form of an Art
Gallery, erected upon the very site Thomas Kay had suggested.
Thomas
colours. In
examples of
to form the

Kay was a practising artist, painting in both oils and water
1894 he presented to the Technical College Art Department
his work, together with a collection of five hundred books,
nucleus of a reference library.

He gave practical help to local musicians. The local Maia Choir,
endowed with financial support, was his creation, while to encourage
singing among school children he established a scholarship scheme, by
which, annually, two selected pupils from each elementary school in the
Borough were given training in vocal music. These selected children often
later graduated to become adult members of the Maia Choir, whose splendid
annual concerts were given in the fine Centenary Hall of the Stockport
Sunday School, U1til its regrettable demolition some years ago.
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Sir Thomas Rowbotham 1851 - 1939
The extraordinary career of Sir Thomas Rowbotham is a further
example of that individual initiative and practical ingenuity which
flourished in the simpler and more adventurous, non-bureaucratic,
industrial climate of the late Victorian and Edwardian period.
Thomas Rowbotham was the son of an East Cheshire farm labourer and
the grandson of a hand-loom weaver, who supplemented his poor pay by
working a small-holding on the slopes of Werneth Low.
Thomas was born on the 1st of May, 1851, at Gleave Fold, Romiley, a
hamlet of humble cottages over-shadowed by Werneth Low. At the age of 10
he started to work as a half-timer in a local cotton mill, but at the age
of 13, disliking the humid atmosphere, he was apprenticed to a blacksmith
at Gee Cross, Hyde. For nineteen long years he worked at the anvil, for
some of this time at the Hyde Junction Boiler Works, and then at Holden's
Engineering Works, Newton.
It was during these days that he became an ardent Methodist, a form
of Christian belief in those days closely associated with Radicalism. He
attended adult Bible Classes run by the Primitive Methodists in one of
the crude weaver's cottages in the hamlet where he lived, and so acquired
those firm religious convictions and that tough moral fibre that was to
condition his progressive ideas and conduct throughout the whole of his
long life.
Aware of the fact that as a blacksmith his future prospects were
limited, he eagerly seized an opportunity that presented itself to him,
and so became a traveller for a Manchester firm which supplied mechanical
parts and lubricating oils for colliery machines. For this firm he
frequented the various mining areas of the country, particularly those of
South Wales, acquiring as he did so a comprehensive knowledge of the coal
mining industry. His acute observation and practical knowledge of
machinery and lubricants caused him to realise that the prevailing
methods of lubricating the wheels of colliery trucks were both
inefficient and wasteful, with the result that he invented a totally new
lubricating technique - a self-oiling wheel and axle, called the
Rowbotham Self-oiling Wheel. He tramped the valleys of South Wales to
market the wheel and, confident of success, in 1887 he left Hyde and came
to Stockport to set up his own small engineering works to manufacture his
invention. His enterprise prospered. His wheels and axles were used
throughout the coalfields of Britain, and he also made a successful
intrusion into overseas markets, particularly in South Africa.
His wealth rapidly accumulated, and as it did, his financial
ventures became more diffused. He acquired interests in iron and steel
manufacture, in local gas production (then under private enterprise), and
in local hatting and cotton mills. His commitment to, and concern for,
local cotton, together with his financial acumen, resulted in his
salvaging of the Broadstone Spinning Co.Ltd, Reddish, which was faced
with bankruptcy. Numerous local people had invested their savings in the
mill. Thomas Rowbotham wiped out an outstanding deficit of £90,000, set
the firm on a sound industrial and financial footing, and in 192O, on
behalf of the shareholders, sold the mill as a going concern for just
under £1,000,000. Had the mill failed, many local people would have faced
ruin.
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By 1898, Thomas Rowbotham was taking a leading part in the political
and public life of Stockport. In that year he was elected, as a Liberal,
to the Town Council. Aware of his own lack of formal schooling, he joined
with others in the demand for free elementary education, and when in
1902, as a result of the Balfour Education Act, a local Education
Committee was formed; Thomas Rowbotham was its first Chairman. He assumed
his duties with his usual energy and enthusiasm, and played a leading
part in the local reorganisation of both elementary and secondary
schools, never taking up the sectarian tactics favoured by some of his
Nonconformist friends.
He was Mayor of Stockport during the sombre days of the Great War,
when his concern for local affairs increased. He took a particular
interest in the organisation of the Stockport Infirmary, knowledge of
which he had first experienced when, as a lad, with a broken leg, he had
been pushed all the way from Romiley in a handcart for treatment. When in
1921 his philanthropic works and personal generosity were publicly
recognised by his being knighted, it came as no surprise to his townsfolk
that, to demonstrate his thanks, he presented to them Woodbank Hall and
it adjacent parkland of over 80 acres, which to-day provides excellent
facilities for athletics and cross-country running. Sir Thomas wished the
Park to be regarded as a memorial for those 1700 men of Stockport who
were killed in the Great War.
In 1928, he gave £2000 for the endowment of two University
Scholarships, to be awarded annually to pupils of the Stockport Secondary
School; and to the then Hazel Grove & Bramhall Urban District Council he
gave 22 acres of woodland, known as Carr Wood, to be a permanent open
space. In 1932 he was honoured by being made a Freeman of the Borough, a
rare award of esteem which up to that year had been awarded to one other
person only, Sir Joseph Leigh.
Sir Thomas died in 1939, at the age of 88.
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M.J.H.Cooke Esq., M.Sc. ,Headmaster 1924 - 1944.
Matthew James Hilton Cooke was born at Astley, near Manchester,
in 1879, educated at Astley Grammar School, and after serving as a
student teacher, proceeded to Manchester University where he obtained his
B.Sc., and later his M.Sc. In 1904 he joined the staff of the Stockport
Municipal Secondary School, and upon the sudden death of Mr.J.R.Brown in
February 1924, was appointed its Headmaster.
His principal contribution was to arrange successfully for expansion
in the 1930's, a task which was made difficult by the persistent
reluctance of the local authority to provide proper accommodation. At one
time, the parts of the school were operating in a variety of buildings
about the town. In spite of these physical difficulties, Mr. Cooke's
leadership inspired a liberal education that included not only academic
success, but a sympathetic realisation that the school was something more
than an academic machine. His encouragement of the social and cultural
life, his amazing personal interest in and concern for individuals was
appreciated not only by his pupils but by his staff, many of whom were
deeply indebted to him for personal acts of extraordinary kindness. His
interest in foreign travel resulted in the arrangement of school holidays
abroad in the 1920's and 1930's, well before the era of massed school
travel. Mr.Cooke took an active and later a leading part in the formation
and development of the Secondary Schools' Travel Trust that, among other
things in the years before 1939, chartered converted troopships made
redundant after the First World War. These were used for adventurous
cruises around the waters of Northern Europe and the Mediterranean.
Radical in outlook, Mr.Cooke took an active part in the League of
Nations Union, and was uncompromising in his advocacy of a saner
international way of life and a more just social system. It was these
ideas that most likely endeared him to so many of his pupils, at a time
when social change was urgently needed, and the international scene
gloomy with the threat of war.
The removal of the School in 1938 to its new, premises at Mile
End and the maintenance of its already established traditions, together
with the organisation required by rapid expansion was no easy task and
was made more difficult with the outbreak of war in 1939. Mr.Cooke was
more than equal to the task, and with almost half of his male staff in
the Forces, with the complement consisting of lady assistants; with the
burden of fire-watching and the terror of blitzes, he so inspired his
staff and pupils that in every way the School prospered.
On his retirement in 1944, a large gathering of friends and past
pupils, Seconians and Governors, gathered to wish him well, and among the
presentations, was one he especially treasured - an illuminated
expression of good wishes, on vellum and bound in calf leather, to which
was subscribed a list of the names of severa1 hundreds of old pupils, all
of whom regarded him not merely as a fine headmaster, but as a man who
Generated loyalty and deep affection.
Upon his death in 1956, at the age of 77, old pupils subscribed to a
Memorial which consisted of a handsome set of oak furniture designed and
made by the Cumbrian craftsman, Stanley Davies.
It now it graces the platform in the main assembly Hall.
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Alderman Henry Patten, J.P., M.A., O.B.E.
Henry Patten gave a life-time of devoted service to the cause
of education in Stockport. He was born in Edgeley in 1875, and upon the
death of his father in 1904 took over, with his brother, the family pork
butcher's business. In 1910 he became first a member of the local Poor
Law Guardians, and later a Town Councillor, immediately being nominated a
member of the education Committee, on which he was to serve for more than
fifty years, thirty of these as Chairman. During his period of office,
local educational facilities were expanded to conform with the
requirements of various Acts passed through Parliament, so that thirty
urgently-needed new schools were built, chief of which was Stockport
School, opened in September 1938.
As Chairman of the local Education Committee obliged to carry out
the demands of the Board of education, Alderman Patten faced persistent
and considerable opposition from certain reactionary Council members, but
with the support of Alderman Joseph Randles, his Vice-Chairman, Alderman
Patten argued the need for a new boys' secondary school and saw that an
efficient building of architectural dignity was provided. In 1951,
Manchester University, recognising his considerable services to the
region's education, awarded him the honorary degree of Master of Arts.
In addition to his work for education, he was concerned with local
hospital services, and when in 1948 these were nationalised, Alderman
Patten was elected to the Stockport Executive of the National Health
Service. Later, he assumed the Chairmanship of the Management Committee
of the Stepping Hill Hospital, and contributed an important part to the
planning of the urgently-needed extensions.
He was honoured locally in 1947, when he was made a Freeman of the
Borough, and nationally in 1954, when awarded the O.B.E. in the New
Year's Honours List.
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THE SECONIANS
The Seconians' Association, comprising former members of the
Stockport Secondary School, was formed at a well-attended and
enthusiastic meeting held in the Greek Street School some time in the
autumn of 1929.
At this gathering, constitutional steps were taken to unite the
already existing old boys' and old girls' associations, which had
functioned independently. The former had concerned itself principally
with the provision of sporting facilities for its members, while the
latter had more varied activities, including a healthy dramatic society.
The new Association continued with the provision and organisation
of sporting arrangements for old scholars and, as far as the male members
were concerned, a thriving soccer section and subsequent facilities for
lacrosse were much appreciated. But the Association was far more than a
mere sports club. As time passed, it’s social and philanthropic
activities expanded and flourished. There developed naturally from the
strong dramatic tradition of the School a successful Dramatic Society: a
Rambling Section organised regular walks in the hills, together with
social week-ends at Birchfields, Hope, and at Longshaw Lodge, Hathersage.
A Camping Section, possessing its own equipment (more than once loaned to
the School) resulted in most enjoyable holidays, while a Charity Section
had regard for the less fortunate citizens. But perhaps the most
successful and most widely-appreciated activity provided by the
Association was the organisation of monthly dances in the fine hall of
the Greek Street School. Their success and popularity resulted from the
extraordinary provision in the School of dancing tuition. The highlight
of the year was the Annual Seconians' Ball, in the Stockport Town Hall.
The separation of the boys' and the girls' sections in 1938, when
the boys took up residence at Mile End, heralded the end of the
Seconians' Association. It persisted for some years after 1938, but with
its co-education basis destroyed, the formation of separate old scholars'
associations was perhaps inevitable, particularly so as each school was
soon to be under the control of head teachers ignorant of local
traditions.
It was a measure, no doubt, of the failure of the local education
authority to comprehend and appreciate the splendid extra-mural
activities of the old Stockport Secondary School and the nature of the
Seconians' Association that it failed in 1938 to provide new coeducational facilities. It was not fully appreciated that the old School,
in addition to its academic provision, prepared its members for the
graces as well the techniques of living, a function continued by the
Seconian Association with extraordinary benefits and pleasure to its many
members.
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THE OLD STOCONIANS
The provision in 1938 that the boys' section should pursue its own
independent existence as Stockport School, coupled with the retirement in
1944 of the former headmaster, Mr.M.J.H.Cooke, who possessed an obvious
and deep affection for the Seconians' Association, and the appointment of
a new headmaster, alien to the idiosyncrasies of Stockport and the
traditions of the School, resulted in the formation of an Old Boys'
society. A meeting to achieve this end was held on the 25th of April,
1947, when the Old Stoconians' Association was formed. Its thriving
football and sports section, an annual dinner and dance were its
principal activities. The football section rapidly achieved success. In
1958 the First XI captured the championship of the First Division of the
Lancashire and Cheshire Amateurs League, and in the same year the Second
XI carried off the Third Division shield. The generosity of the
Association has constantly benefited the School - its support for the
Swimming Pool, first suggested at a formal dinner, and its concern for
the War Memorial Organ, were equalled in 1966 when the School was
presented with a satisfactory sports pavilion for the playing fields at
Hillcrest.
The status of the Association was properly recognised in 1955, when
the Governors decided that a representative member should be co-opted on
to their Body. The first Old Boy to act in that capacity was the late
Thomas Storey, who was a scholar in the 1920's. His quite remarkable
industrial career resulted from an audacity and inventiveness, coupled
with ability that is characteristic of the successful entrepreneur. The
local engineering firm of Thomas storey & Co.Ltd. was his creation.
The Old Stoconians' Association forges a strong link between past
and present, and at each annual dinner, held in the Hall, can be seen a
large company of men, both old and young, united in friendship and in
loyalty to the School to which they obviously respond with affection and
gratitude.
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ANCILLARY STAFF
It is too easy to forget that an institution of the size of
Stockport School requires, for its efficient running, ancillary staff.
The many devoted and dedicated members are too numerous to be recalled
individually, but certain people deserve mention. The ladies of the
office must be noted. We are indebted to a series of remarkable women,
possessing ability and a profound knowledge of School affairs: at least
three should be named:
Mrs.Winifred Grimshaw - an old pupil of the Stockport Secondary School,
who established the high standards of office management and who continued
to serve during the War years;
Mrs.Deer, equally efficient, remembered for her introduction of modern
office management, who eventually left to set up a highly successful
private school of business techniques;
Mrs. Mary Ingram, also an old pupil of the old School, whose invaluable
service to the School has been unequalled.
Until 1953 the School possessed no School Matron, but the
appointment in December of that year of Mrs.Doreen Rennie provided
skilled attention and never-failing sympathy for those numerous boys who,
week by week, were in need of medical care and advice, and will recall
her with affection.
We must recall, too, Mr. Siddall, the School Sergeant, who joined
the staff in 1938 and remained until his retirement. Alert, dapper,
authoritative, he gave to all formal events a sense of occasion. Standing
uniformed at the main entrance, he quietly saw that all was in order.
During the war years, Mr. Siddall was a valued instructor in the A.T.C.
Mr.Jack Holt, appointed groundsman soon after the war, following
service with the Grenadier Guards, accepted the playing fields as a
challenge and by his skill and constant attention markedly improved the
poor quality of the front field. The cricket square in particular
benefited from his devoted attention.
We remember, too, Mrs. Alma Taylor, whose diminutive figure never
failed for years to provide the much appreciated refreshments at Saturday
morning games.
Finally, the School has had no more a devoted member than Mr.
Charles Potter, whose long and loyal service in the science labs has not
only eased the lot of successive Chemistry and Physics Masters, but has
been a source of extra-mural enlightenment for generations of schoolboys.
Charlie Potter was a pupil of the old Secondary School and on
leaving in 1923 took up a post as laboratory l assistant. In 1937 he
shouldered the responsibility of senior lab steward, a post he retained
until his retirement in 1966. During this long period his technical
ingenuity and his willingness to accept and solve problems endeared him
to all who relied upon his advice and help.
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Charlie was an enthusiastic Seconian and a staunch Stoconian. Many will
recall his enthusiasm for rambling, his reliable knowledge of the British railway
system, his encyclopaedic knowledge of matters relating to the ancient County
Borough of Stockport in general and of the School in particular, to say nothing
of his unparalleled familiarity with the operas of Gilbert & Sullivan. In the
early days of the School's drama, he provided essential technical advice on
staging and lighting, while in later years he rendered much appreciated help as
an expert in theatrical 'make up'.
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RADICAL CHANGES - THE INTRODUCTION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE SYSTEM.
The 1960's saw the assertion, both nationally and locally, of new
ideas in secondary education. The established 11+ selective examination
had its critics, for in spite of the fact that for the most part this
system was efficient, border-line cases presented difficulties, and
certain potentially able children were proved to be 'late developers' and
so failed the examination. In some Boroughs, and 'Stockport was one,
facilities were organised to provide means to transfer such 'late
developers' at the age of 13+. September 1945 Stockport School accepted
the first 13+ entry. This arrangement proved to be an unqualified
success. This was to a large extent due to three factors:
i.

the attitude of the transferred pupils, who, aware that they had
received a second chance, responded to this opportunity with
enthusiasm and diligence:

ii.

the attitude of a sympathetic staff, who made additional efforts to
provide help with the initial problems of integration:

iii. the stimulating intellectual and cultural atmosphere of the thriving
grammar school into which they had been admitted.
That the majority of the 13+ transfers did, in fact, positively
respond to the opportunities provided fully justifying the system. Its
eventual termination in 1970 was due, to a large extent, to an increasing
reluctance of Secondary Modern Schools to transfer their more promising
pupils, particularly so following the introduction of G.C.E. and C.S.E.
courses to local Secondary Modern Schools. There was an understandable
reluctance to interrupt the work of promising boys by transferring them
elsewhere, since the academic reputation of the 'Moderns' was thereby
tarnished and that of Stockport School made more noteworthy at their
expense. Whether the abolition of the 13+ examinations was in the
interests of the boys so deprived of the advantages of attending
Stockport School has been doubted, for it has been observed that when
certain pupils have transferred at 16 to our Sixth Form, their
integration at that age has proved more difficult, particularly for those
who have followed courses where essential preliminary work was lacking.
The disquiet with the existing secondary system rumbled on in the
1960's. This crystal1ised into articulate demands for change to, what
was called' comprehensiveness', necessitating the abolition of the
11+ examination and selection and the creation of all-ability schools, to
be called' Comprehensive Schools', serving a defined catchment area,
preferably heterogeneous in its social composition.
There were those who feared that under such a system national
educational standards would decline, as a. result of an inadequate
distribution of high-quality staff essential for advanced studies, and.
also through lack of educational facilities because of inadequate
physical and financial resources. Others feared that the intellectual and
cultural tone of grammar schools could not possibly be maintained
in a comprehensive system where only 30% at most of the population
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would be of a high academic quality. They argued that the principal
sufferers would be the talented, upon whom Society depends so much.
However, the advocates of the new system saw in its adoption a means to
achieve a more egalitarian society, a means to remedial social
engineering which would eventually erode divisive class differences. Many
advocates of the comprehensive idea were motivated by compassion
and sought to abolish a system which inevitably divided pupils into the
Chosen and the rejected. They argued, too, that numbers of
talented children were not recognised by the established system, that
potential mathematicians, artists, linguists, etc., particularly from
working class backgrounds, failed in a selective process geared in favour
of an entrenched middle class. This radical advocacy was opposed by those
who asserted that education is not only concerned with the nurturing of
individual potential, be it modest or remarkable; but also with the
provision of essential skills required to maintain a modern sophisticated
society, and that these skills demand a full and increasing exploitation
of the nation's brain power, in particular that of the Gifted child;
that to achieve efficiency and success in such training a selection must
be early, so that the thresholds of advanced study are being approached
even at the early age of 13. It was further argued that the quality of
life, both material and spiritual, intellectual and cultura1, is the
creation of an elite, who in Art,
Literature and Music; Mathematics, Science and Technology; Languages
and Medicine, etc., provide, as a result of specialised training, a
material, cultural and spiritual richness to which the rest of Society
responds and for which Society at large is normally grateful. Present day
trends could, it was argued, fail to provide exceptional specialist
tuition and training for its talented youngsters.
There was a need for clear judgment between the arguments for and
against, which were partly political, and no more easy for being so.
The nature of human organisations is such that none ever achieves
perfection and consequently there is an omnipresent desire for improvement. Too often this results merely in change. While new ideas must
always be sympathetical1y considered and new methods explored, care
must be taken to discriminate between the genuinely progressive and the
mere vagaries of transient fashion, and also to assess whether supposed
reforms are not merely the disguised manifestations of vested factional
interests. It required intelligence, skill and knowledge coupled with
integrity to translate the inclinations of private interests and personal
conviction into collective action. The opposing camps were inevitably
unequal in numbers and the final decision one for politicians.
The die was cast in Stockport when, in 1973, as a result of decisions
made by the local authority, secondary education in the town went
comprehensive, with the result that its established boys' grammar school
was faced with a new challenge and a very different educational, school
function.
By 1980, Stockport School, including its Sixth Forms, will be wholly
comprehensive, drawing its pupils principally from the socially
homogeneous areas of Davenport, Great Moor, Woodsmoor, Heaton Moor
and Heaton Mersey.
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THE RESIGNATION OF DR.SHAVE
The retirement of Dr.Leslie H.Shave on the 30th of April, 1972,
after 22 years of dedicated, service to the well-being of Stockport
School, coincided with its imminent reorganisation.
During his Headship, Dr.Shave had energetically and efficiently
supervised the School's maturing growth, so that it evolved into a state
Grammar School of distinction and was recognised as such nationally. He
had brought to his achievement a cool, analytical intellect, wisdom,
compassion, and convincing powers as an advocate. He gave a clear and
inspired leadership to his colleagues in both moral and intellectual
concerns, so that our whole society reflected the high standards he
possessed.
It was pleasant that as a parting gesture he presented an
additional oak chair to match the existing platform furniture of the Main
Hall, and so linked his service to the School with that of Mr.M.J.H.
Cooke, a former Headmaster, whose ideology and standards he shared and
impressively reinforced.
THE NEW HEADMASTER
The new Headmaster, appointed for September, 1972, was David
A.Dean, M.A., a Yorkshireman, whose early education had been received at
the Sir Titus Salt's Grammar School, Shipley, from which he proceeded to
Sheffield University, where he read Geography. He obtained his B.A. in
1950 and in 1963 his M.A., for which he carried out research into urban
development and its significance in modern society. After teaching
experience in both grammar and comprehensive schools he obtained in 1969
the headship of the Barking Abbey Grammar School, a relatively small coeducational establishment which, under his supervision, was successfully
expanded into the comprehensive system. His broad approach to education,
his practical experience of educational change, and his sincere concern
for the less talented were rapidly recognised and enabled him to initiate
with conviction and success the essential changes necessitated by the
introduction of comprehensive education. At the same time, he was
sensitive to, and had respect for, the established traditions of the
School, and it was his concern to maintain these and to build upon them
so that the essential requirements for the future could be properly
provided. The smoothness of the transition to comprehensive status has
been in large measure due to the Headmaster's wisdom, guidance and
administrative skill.
Meanwhile, academic successes have continued to be highly
satisfactory. In 1973, at the Advanced Level, 90 boys entered for 252
subjects and secured a pass rate of 81%, well above the national average.
36 grade A passes and 39 grade B passes were obtained.
Among the many senior pupils proceeding to University and College
the following obtained places at Cambridge:
P.J.stopford
A.K.Turton
A.D.Harwood
W.M.McLean

to
to
to
to

read
read
read
read

Natural Sciences at Trinity Hall
Mathematics at Churchill
Mathematics at Selwyn
Mathematics at Emmanuel
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THE OCTAGON - THE SIXTH FORM CENTRE
In 1971 plans were prepared for an important addition to the
premises. A Sixth Form Centre, an octagonal building of two stories,
was erected upon the north side. It was built to accommodate some
90 senior students, and hence could not be used by all its members since
the number in the Sixth was now over 180. It had to be restricted to the
Upper Sixth only.
The areas for tuition and private study are on the first floor,
while facilities for informal association and social relaxation are
provided on the ground floor. The Centre was ready for use in July, 1973.
Its first occupants were a group of visiting French students from the
town of Beziers, for many years closely associated with Stockport. The
first Upper Sixth group to use the Centre did so in September, 1973, an
elected committee of Sixth Form students being responsible to the
Headmaster for its proper running.
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THE FUTURE
The method adopted to introduce the comprehensive system into
Stockport School was sensibly one of gradual transition, in which each
subsequent First Year ceased to be of selected pupils.
The first comprehensive intake was accepted in September, 1973:
thus, by 198O the School will be wholly non-selective. Changes are
inevitable, not only in internal organisation, but also in the subjects
taught and the methods used. The grammar school intake of previous years
had demanded a high-powered academic approach leading to scholastic
success in School Certificate examinations at both Ordinary and Advanced
Levels. Now concern has to be expressed in practical terms for the less
able and very backward in addition to the 30% or so still capable of
relating to education of the grammar school type. There will inevitably
be, in addition to the normal Sixth Form high-quality intake, those of
limited academic ability who will benefit from a more practical approach
to post-5th form work. Additional facilities must be provided if success
is not to be hampered by lack of physical resources. Urgently needed are
extra craft workshops and at least one additional work area for the Art
Department, while the more diversified academic curriculum, some subjects
of which will relate to the C.S.E. and others to the traditional G.C.E.,
demands at least two more classrooms. The suggestion by the Schools'
Council that both C.S.E. and G.C.E. be abolished and a common examination
substituted, while obviously administratively convenient, might well be
implemented by a lowering of academic standards, since many
educationalists argue and fear that it is impossible to devise syllabuses
and examination papers which can both stretch the bright and at the same
time test the dull.
However, it is obvious that in Stockport School a success is being
made of the comprehensive system. The sound and firmly-established
traditions and practice have helped to perpetuate those elements of the
grammar school ethos which are relevant to the new system, not least
among which was the soundly established Sixth Form, providing essential
leadership, service and inspiration.
A Sixth Former at 18, looking back over his career, will recall the
time when, at the age of 11, very much in need of guidance and
control, he entered a bewildering and strange environment. At 18,
physically mature, enjoying the legal status of an adult, he should
have gleaned some measure of personal and public responsibility and selfdiscipline. His future lies in colle8e or university, or in the wider and
harsher world of industry and commerce. His experience as
A senior member will have been a means to prepare him for his future. As
a Sixth Former he will have assumed not only the purposeful tenacity
required for academic study and success, but also experience and
responsibility for the organisation of communa1 affairs. He will have
experienced both the challenges and techniques of power and the need to
exercise authority involving the manipulation of controls and restraints
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without which the fabric of any society lacks cohesion. This experience
of the exercise of authority is not merely pragmatic, a convenient means
to ensure the smooth running of the School - it is for those to whom
authority is delegated, a valued and unique opportunity to appreciate.
the realities of social organisations, undertaken at an age when
familiarity with such matters is most valuable to young men, not only in
their future private lives, but also in their wider citizenship.
The existence of the Sixth Form and related courses has been,
over the years, a principal influence not only in the quality of the
educational, cultural and social atmosphere of the School, but also in
the quality of the staff. Well-qualified teachers are attracted to posts
where the stimulating challenge of Sixth Form tuition exists, and their
presence has a marked and beneficial effect upon our community a whole.
The story of Stockport School clearly demonstrates that the
qualities of the education provided and its impressive cultural
expression has been enriched at all levels by the existence and example
of its Sixth Form. Progress is not made by perpetual change. A period of
quiet consolidation is essential if our worthy traditions are to be
properly utilised in their new context and perpetuated for future
generations.
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CONCLUSION
Since its foundation at the beginning of the century, when it so
obviously responded to the urgent demands of an increasingly
technological society, Stockport School has grown and responded to many
changes. It has experienced two wars, economic depressions, political
changes, social metamorphosis, and in spite of all these increased
material prosperity, which presents its own inherent contradictions, the
resolving of which demands more than ever educated and morallyresponsible citizens. Aware of its past and stimulated by its motto
VELIS ET REMIS
Stockport School will seize, no doubt, every means to make significant
contributions to the broad and specific education of its pupils, and
hence to the well-being and prosperity of the town of its origin and to
Society at large.
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HEADMASTERS

J.R. BROWN ESQ., M.Sc

1903 – 1924

M.J.H. COOKE ESQ., M.Sc

1924 - 1944

J.P.YARWOOD ESQ., M.Sc

1944 – 1946

G.J. NEWBOLD WHITFIELD ESQ., M.A

1946 – 1950

L.H. SHAVE ESQ., M.Sc.,Ph.D.

1950 – 1972

D.A. DEAN ESQ., M.A

1972 -
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CAPTAINS OF THE SCHOOL
1946 - 7

Carl P.Bradshaw

1947 - 8

Leonard R.Bentley

1948 - 9

John N.Liddiard

1949 – 50

(Malcolm

D.Taggart

(James D.,W.Green
1950 - 1

(James Leigh
(Frank Foster

1951 - 2

(Derek F.Burdett
(James B.Turner

1952 - 3

Brandon D.Jackson

1953 - 4

George K.Corless

1954 - 5

William T.Drabble

1955 - 6

Stanley Heath

1956 - 7

(David R.Broom
(Charles R.White

1957 - 8

(Colin Newcombe
(John D.Davison

1958 - 9

David C.Harris

1959 - 60

Gordon Thatcher

1960 - 61

Brian Moss

1961 - 62

Ian J. Ashburner

1962 - 63

Peter Bayley

1963 - 64

Leslie Cooper

1964 - 65

Michael Handley

1965 – 66

Richard L.Prince

1966 - 67

Alan E.Gowling

1967 - 68

(Peter T.Capper
(Christopher J.Aspinal

1968 - 69

Peter Shambrook

1969 - 70

Peter Renger

1970 - 71

(David F.Hallett
(Philip J.Banks

1971 - 72

Nigel Wood

1972 - 73

Philip F.Cleaver

1973 - 74

Duncan K.Robinson

1974 - 75

Christopher G.Evans

1975 - 76

Christopher T.Green

1976 - 77

David J. Webborn

1977 - 78

John M. Campaigne

1978 - 79

Michael A. Korchinsky
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CHRONOLOGY
1884

Local agitation for technical education.

1886

Joseph Leigh, J.P., elected Mayor of Stockport.

1887

Decision made to build Stockport Technical School.

1888

The Lord Mayor of London lays the foundation stone of the
Stockport Technical School.

1892

Stockport Technical School presented as a conditional gift
to the County Borough of Stockport.

1896

Stockport Technical Day School established.

1897

Death of Alderman Ephraim Hallam, J.P.

1902

Lord Balfour's Education Bill passed.

1903

Stockport Municipal Secondary School established.

1903

R.J. Brown Esq., M.Sc., appointed Headmaster.

1910

The Greek street Secondary School built.

1914

Death of Thomas Kay Esq, J.P.

1924

Death of the Headmaster, R.J .Brown Esq., M.Sc.

1924

M.T.J .Cooke Esq., M.Sc. appointed Headmaster.

1936

Decision to build a new Boys' School at Mile End.

1938

Stockport School officially opened by Alderman H.Patten, M.A.

1939

Death of Sir Thomas Rowbotham.

1939

Cutbreak of Second World War.

1940/1

The year of Air Raids.

1941

Formation of the School's Air Training Corps (616 Squadron).

1943

First School Harvest Camp at Lingen, near Ludlow.

1944

The 1944

1944

Resignation of the Headmaster, M.J.H.Cooke Esq., M.Sc.

1944

Appointment of J.P.Yarwood Esq., M.Sc. as Headmaster.

1946

Death of Headmaster, J.P.Yarwood Esq., M.Sc.

1946

G.J.N. Whitfield Esq., M.A. appointed Headmaster.

1917

Old Stoconians' Association formed.

1948

New Regulations for external G.C.E. Examinations announced.

1950

Resignation of Headmaster, G.J.N. Whitfield Esq., M.A.

1950

Leslie H. Shave, M.Sc.,Ph.D. appointed I Headmaster.

1951

War Memorial organ dedicated.

1952

First Junior boys' Camp at Taxal.

Education Act of Lord Butler.
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1953

Four additional classrooms added to the main building.

1954

First Junior Boys' Camp at Edale.

1960 - 61

Extensive structural alterations to the Main School and
the Junior Block built.

1965

Death of the former Headmaster, M.J.H.Cooke Esq., M.Sc.

1965

School Swimming Pool opened.

1972

The new War Memorial Organ dedicated.

1972

Resignation of the Headmaster, L.H.Shave Esq.,M.Sc.,Ph.D.

1972

Sixth Form Centre - The Octagon opened.

1972

D.A.Dean Esq., M.A. appointed Headmaster.

1972

Decision to adopt a comprehensive system of education made
by Local Education Authority.

1973

First comprehensive intake to the School.

1980

School wholly comprehensive.
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