
www.stockportschool.net 01

@Stockport_Sch

STOCKPORT SCHOOL

THE STOCK PRESS

SPRING 

2017
7

February half term holiday saw the school  
being COMPLETELY taken over by Sky TV to  
film the screen play of Ratburger, David  
Walliams’ new book which will be screened at 
Christmas. We can’t give too much away but  
many students got “extra” extra parts in the audience 
as talent show entrants. They didn’t perform but will 
be on group shots, in the audience/entering the main 
hall; for example, Elvis, dancing girls with headgear, 
moustachioed glitter-jacketed boys. They looked 
amazing!

Highlights of the week: Nigel Planer, who some might 
remember in the massively popular 70’s show ‘The Young Ones’, sat 
in the Headteacher’s office in Mr Tipler’s room, Sophie Thompson, 
from Eastenders in Miss Zieman’s room, Mark Benton, Waterloo 
Road and Strictly Come Dancing serving ice creams outside the 
school main entrance. David Walliams doing a Ratburger Van chase 
round the school grounds/Mile End Lane. Nigel and Sophie in 
the main hall for 2 full days, sat on the front row of seating, lots of 
students taking part in the scenes. Student selfies with Nigel. Aerial 
drone shots of our students making “I (heart) Rats” with their bodies/
gestures. Corridor and playground scenes. Doc Brown (aka Ben 
Bailey Smith - will be in the next Ricky Gervais movie) doing a talent 
show scene. The best thing was that all the actors were very nice 
people and were kind to our students. 

David Walliams signed a big pile of Rat Burger books - he took the 
time to write the students names in them too and not just a generic 
autograph. It was a lovely moment to see him high-fiving all the 
students as they walked past him in main reception!  Huge group 
dance also filmed by aerial drone on Friday - it will look brilliant  
on film.

A big well done must go to Sophie Riley and Robyn Payne Cooper 
for their amazing hard work - they are part of the main cast and 
as such got their own trailer, just like the main actors, yet most 
importantly kept their feet on the ground and coped so well. 

Continues on page 3.

Stockport School has a new 
Headteacher ……. for a week!!



In addition, the DfE also confirmed that 
“there is no better performing school within 
a 75 mile radius!”

Further details can be found at: https://www.compare-school-
performance.service.gov.uk/school/similar/106135?phase=ks4

As a follow on to the impressive news, in March 2017, we then received 
a congratulatory letter from the Rt. Hon. Nick Gibb MP, Minister of State 
for School Standards, which thanked and congratulated Stockport 
School, for our work in “continuing the drive towards high standards of 
educational achievement!”  The letter also confirmed that our school 
results show that we are now “amongst the top state-funded schools in 
England”.

Then most recently, hot on the heels of the letter which we received 
from the Rt. Hon. Nick Gibb MP, we received another high profile 
congratulatory letter recognising the significant success, progress and 
high performance of the school, this time from Sue Williamson, Chief 
Executive of the School, Students and Teachers Network (SSAT).

In Sue’s letter she congratulated the school upon our success and 
great work last year and informed us that as a result of our success, the 
school is “now eligible for membership of SSAT’s Leading Edge, the 
national network exclusively available to high-performing schools.”

This was again great news and a terrific recognition for us as a school 
to be recognised at a national level as a ‘high-performing school’.

The recent national recognition also falls on the back of an invitation 
which I received at the end of last year, to represent the secondary 
education sector on a national platform at Westminster. 
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Since the release of our last edition in 2016, the school has continued to 
develop at an incredible pace. There have been many activities involving 
staff, students, parents, governors and members of the local community for 
us to look back upon and celebrate.  The Stock Press aims to do just that.  
I hope you enjoy reading about some of the amazing things that go on in 
Stockport School.

Over the past term the school has continued to achieve great success and 
recognition at a national level. This included the Department for Education 
(DfE) ranking us as the 8th best performing school nationally, in their 
annual School Performance Tables. According to their data, of all similar 
schools nationally (based on end of KS2 Primary School performance), we 
now rank 8th overall in terms of progress made at GCSE! 

I am delighted to introduce the latest 

edition of the Stock Press



I was contacted in relation to the significant improvement in our levels 
of progress that students and the school have secured over the past 
couple of years. This led to me being invited to submit an article about 
successful school improvement and Stockport School. The article was 
then published in the annual Westminster Parliamentary Review which 
is a national publication celebrating and showcasing best practice, 
which is sent out to every school across the country, the DfE, Local 
Authorities and Ofsted. Copies of our submission are available to view 
on our website www.stockportschool.net and a copy of the national 
press release is attached below, for your information.

Stockport School represents Secondary 
Education alongside Philip Hammond in  
The Parliamentary Review

Stockport School features alongside The Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
The Rt. Hon Philip Hammond, and a small number of outstanding 
schools in the Secondary Education North of England edition. The main 
aim of The Review is to showcase best practice as a learning tool to the 
public and private sector, with this edition aimed particularly at leading 
policymakers and executives within Secondary Education. 

The document is sent out to tens of thousands of leading policymakers. 
The articles in The Review act as both a blueprint for success and a 
template for reform. An e-copy can be viewed via the link below: 

http://www.theparliamentaryreview.co.uk/editions/pdfs/TPR2016-
Education-Secondary-North.pdf

Director of The Parliamentary Review, Daniel Yossman, said: “It’s 
been an utter privilege to work with a range of schools from across 
the country in this year’s Review. Without their input, our aims of 
spreading expert knowledge and raising standards simply would not be 
achievable. They’ll be a hard act to follow and next year’s schools will 
have to be on the top of their game to meet the challenge.” 

These national features and congratulatory letters are a great 
recognition of the terrific dedication and commitment to learning that 
our staff and students apply, and the ongoing support and investment 
that we receive from parents and from our governing body.

In summary the school continues to thrive and develop at a pace. I 
hope you enjoy reading this edition of the Stock Press and learning 
more about just some of the terrific things that go on in our amazing 
school.

Best wishes

 

Mr I. R. Irwin
Headteacher
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The production company have passed on to us that they are 
thrilled with the fantastic behaviour and attitude of all the students 
who took part in Ratburger over the holidays. Some students 
were in for 5 days! There were around 230 students involved and 
their energy, manners and enthusiasm was commented upon and 
the school congratulated. This is in the context of filming being 
actually extremely boring - hours of waiting around and then short 
bursts of excitement-  the students coped brilliantly. THANKYOU to 
you ALL!

So many teaching/support staff came in and gave up their holiday 
time to be part of it and some students and staff were involved in 
set design - the company are extremely grateful to all who took 
part. THANK YOU! You were amazing. Clearly the staff panto has 
stood you in good stead!

Credit must also go to Mr and Mrs Broadhurst and team for non-
stop support to the whole week - they worked incredibly hard and 
were a massive help to the filming. 
A very exciting experience which we will remember for a long 
time!!

I have just spent three days of my half term holiday being an 
extra in Ratburger. It was amazing to be part of a tv film. I had 
no idea how long each scene would take and how detailed the 
planning for each scene would be. There were long periods of 
time where we were sitting around waiting to film a scene, this was 
a bit boring but the actual filming was really exciting! It was a real 
privilege to have this experience and I can’t wait to see our school 
in Ratburger at Christmas.

By Evie Morford Turner

Biggest thanks to Mrs Stone whose infectious enthusiasm, 
hard work, amazing organisational skills made it all come  
to fruition!

Stockport School has a new 
Headteacher ……. for a week!!
Continued
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Music Department News
The Autumn Term was yet again a busy but exciting time for the Music 
Department consisting of concerts, Grease The Musical, trips and plenty of 
events within the local community.

Stockport School celebrated the start of 
the Christmas Season with our annual 
Christmas Concert on Tuesday 6th 
December. Around fifty five students and 
staff performed a stunning repertoire 
in Stockport Schools’ Main Hall. Orion 
Johnson in Year 7 opened up the concert 
with an unaccompanied solo of the first 
verse of Once in Royal David’s City before 
the audience joined in with vigour for the 
next three verses. 

Each music ensemble from Stockport’s 
Music Department went on to showcase 
their hard work and talent. The Woodwind 
Ensemble, Classical Guitar Group, 
Flute Group, Choir, Year 7 Singing Club, 
Concert Band, Year 7 Rock Band, Year 9 
Rock Band and newly formed Jazz Quintet 
all performed a range of Christmas music 
and other items that they had worked hard 
on throughout the Autumn term. 

A series of high quality solos were also 
performed throughout the evening by 
Harley Moore (Year 7), Kirsty Chorlton 
(Year 9), Nina Young (Year 9) and 
Patch Thomas (Year 11) on piano. Also 
Esther Hulley (Year 8) on Oboe, Nathan 
Kenworthy (Year 9) on Clarinet went on 
to perform instrumental solos alongside 
vocal performances from Maya-Rose 
Marsh (Year 7), Rafael Buncaras and Millie 
Hughes (Year 9) and Ellanor Mason  
(Year 11). 

The musicians were a credit to the school 
and it was delightful to see so many proud 
parents, friends, family members, staff  
and teachers there to watch the amazing 
talent on display. A big well done and 
thank you to all involved in helping to put 
the concert on. 

Mrs R Didcote, Director of Music

On 23rd November, the roof in the main hall of 
Stockport School was raised by around 200 
voices as pupils performed in a new style Year 
7 Music Concert. Watched by an audience of 
nearly 300 proud parents, carers and friends, 
each form group in Year 7 performed songs 
that they had been preparing in music lessons 
since September. Under the guidance of Mrs 
Didcote, Miss Boylan and Mr Didcote each of 
our ten fantastic forms prepared a form song 
ranging from pieces from musicals such as 
Matilda to popular and rock songs such as 
Riptide by Vance Joy and Best Days of our 
Life by American Authors. 

The Year 7 Concert has been a tradition at 
the school now for a number of years and is 
a fantastic way of helping our new arrivals to 
bond with their form groups, form tutors and 
the rest of their year group. Not only does 
singing help to build confidence and self-
esteem but it also produces the feel-good 
hormones, ‘endorphins’ in our bodies. For 
the last number, all ten forms joined together 
on stage to belt out ABBA’s “Thank You for 
The Music” where these feel-good hormones 
were clearly visible from the huge smiles 
on everyone’s faces including teachers and 
parents! 

A record number of pupils turned up to 
help represent their form group and House. 
With the arrival of the new House system, 
pupils were able to pick up House points 
for attendance on the night, tickets sold, 
preparing the most enjoyable song and 
for the song that demonstrated the most 
amount of whole form participation. Pupils 
were invited to perform solos/within a band 
which also brought extra house points. The 
Music Department were delighted with the 
confidence demonstrated by these soloists 
and would like to give a special mention to 
Mia Dean 7V, Jack Turner 7V, Evan Griffiths-
Janvier 7V, Jack Hollingworth 7V, Alex Redfern 
7G, Christopher Hamilton 7G, Megan Marshall 
7G, Alfie Horrocks 7G, Harley Moore 7T, Eve 
Adie 7L, Maya-Rose Marsh 7E, Jake Oliver 7P 
and Richard Nicholson 7P.

Watched by the judges, Mr Rough and Mrs 
Lyons and their proud form tutors, each form 
and soloists were a credit to the school. In 
the end it was Red House that won the most 
amount of points, closely followed by Yellow 
House in 2nd place and Orange House in 3rd. 
The Music Department would like to thank all 
the pupils involved, parents who supported 
the evening, all the fabulous staff who helped 
out on the night and Josh Hopkinson for 
helping with technical support. 

Year 7 Music Concert

Annual 
Christmas 
Concert 

The Autumn Term has seen a fantastic link being made between Stockport School and the 
Dementia Friends Café that is held at the Offerton Community Centre. Mr Williamson has been 
working hard to arrange for students to be trained up and visit the café on a regular basis. Due 
to the powerful effects that music can have on those with Dementia, the Music Department 
were invited to come along to the café and sing Carols on 7th December. A small number of 
singers, sang Carols whilst other pupils had chats with those attending the session. On many 
occasions a round of applause would erupt as those in attendance recognised a piece of 
music, (some even sang along)!  It was a truly lovely experience to see our students realising 
what a difference they could make to someone’s day by going and helping out at the café. 
Bev Sellen, a Community Capacity Worker at Stepping Hill, thanked the school for bringing 
our young people. She described them as ‘tremendous’ and ‘a credit to the school’. Singers 
included Lydia Hulley, Grace Hollingsworth, Fiona Maleque, Nina Young, Emily Eyre and 
Niamh Coddington.

Helping out at the Dementia Friends 

Café at the Offerton Centre
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The cast were absolutely wonderful and 
showcased their outstanding singing, dancing 
and acting talents. Sandy (Maisie Williams) 
and Danny (Patch Thomas) were superb 
leads who were supported by a stellar cast 
that were committed to giving the audience 
a truly memorable performance every night. 
The singing and dancing were fabulously 
complemented by the house band that 
featured the rock ‘n’ roll saxophone talents of 
our Year 9 student Nathan Kenworthy!
Our very own Greased Lightnin’ mechanic, 
Mr Hardman built the Grease car from an old 
rusty Morris Minor which was sawn in half and 
rendered in 1950s Greased Lightnin’ style. Its 
metamorphosis generated great excitement 

as we watched it change colour from rusty 
blue to white shiny gloss and finally sport 
its infamous red stripes. The icing on the 
cake was the engine that was winched down 
during the Greased Lightnin’ song! The car fit 
beautifully in a set that was designed and built 
by Mrs Davies and Mrs Parker and our team 
of talented student set designers. We were 
very grateful to the support of Neil Trennell 
of Fix8 Group who supplied our lighting and 
sound and to Harrison and Charlie for their 
expertise on show nights. We were thrilled to 
be using the lighting desk that is usually used 
for Eurovision!  We were also very happy to 
host our Greased Lightnin’ Bar and raffle - a 
first for our show! 

The production was supported by a huge 
crew of staff and student set designers, 
wardrobe mistresses, stage managers, make-
up teams, ambassadors, stage dressers, 
lighting and sound technicians that made 
the show a fantastic professional experience! 
Well done to all - there are too many to name 
individually here but please see the show 
programme for a full list of all involved - we 
hope to see you at next year’s show! We will 
be announcing it soon!

Mrs J Stone  
Director of Drama

2016

We are so proud of all who took part in the school show, from performance, production, 
technical, front of house and supporting roles. It generated a huge buzz in the school 
community from its initial open primary schools dress rehearsal and then its three night  
sell out performance run.
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The Offerton Senior 
Christmas Shindig 

The above pupils were asked to step in 
and perform at the Stockport’s Young 
Stars Awards Event at the Town Hall 
owing to another school having to 
pull out.Although they were only were 
asked the night before whether they 
could perform, they each managed to 
prepare two pieces to a superb standard 
which were then performed in front of a 
packed Town Hall. They were a credit to 
the school and we had several emails 
including one from another headteacher 
to say how amazing the students were. 
They literally dropped everything, helped 
us out on the last minute and performed 
brilliantly. 
 
Many thanks to Patch Thomas Year 11, 
Nina Young, Nathan Kenworthy Year 9 
and Maya-Rose Marsh Year 7.

Mrs R Didcote, Director of Music

After a busy first term, the Music 
Department were ready to take a  
trip to The Bridgewater Hall to  
see a live showing of the film  
‘The Snowman’ accompanied by  
The Hallé Orchestra. 30 of our  
most talented students from Year  
7-10 came on the trip to further  
open their eyes to the world of  
music. This was a fantastic  
opportunity to see a live orchestra,  
and, for some of our students it  
was also a first – something they  
will now remember for a long time.  

In the first half of the concert, narrator 
Tom Redmond accompanied Paddington 
through his adventures as the 
marmalade-loving bear arrives in London 
from darkest Peru, meets The Browns, Mr 
Gruber and goes to his very first concert 
at London’s Royal Albert Hall. Then came 
the big screening of ‘The Snowman’, the 
animated classic by Raymond Briggs 
which was accompanied live by the Hallé 
performing Howard Blake’s beautiful 
score – including the magical song 
‘Walking in the Air.’ The students were 
a credit to the school and had a very 
enjoyable afternoon out in Manchester. 

Miss D Boylan, Teacher of Music

Stockport’s 
Young Stars 
Awards

The Snowman

On Wednesday 14th December, twelve of our musicians returned to the 
Offerton Community Centre to provide entertainment and support to 
their local community. 

They played and sang Christmas songs to 140 local elderly people. Members of the School 
Band and Choir performed solos and Christmas Carols before helping to serve them their 
Christmas dinner. Students involved included Maya-Rose Marsh, Niamh Coddington, 
Megan Chilton, Esther Hulley, Emily Adams, Chloe Smith, Ben Cornah, Nina Young, Grace 
Hollingsworth, Kirsty Chorlton, Emily Eyre and Lydia Hulley who were, as always, a credit to 
Stockport School.  These students were also accompanied by Mrs R  Didcote, Miss D Boylan 
and Mr M Williamson.
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The Curious Incident of the 
Playwright Who Came To School

We are also extremely proud to call him 
one of Stockport School’s ex-students, and 
were honoured to have him come and visit 
our school once again to rename our drama 
studio! His article is a collaboration between 
four Year 9 students with a passion for English 
and Drama who were privileged to meet and 
interview Simon. We asked Simon about his 
time at Stockport School as well as about his 
life and career.

The first question was about the inspiration 
he received from his teachers. He told us 
he thought of his History teacher, Colin 
Mail as ‘brilliant and encouraging’, as well 
as James Siddeley, who was his General 
Studies teacher and appears in on one of 
his most famous plays, Punk Rock, as the 
General Studies teacher, renamed as Mr Lloyd 
(another teacher who taught him music). 
Simon said that he didn’t remember much 
about any bad teachers, and mainly talked 
about the good; “the ones that live with you till 
you’re 45 are the ones that change your life.”

As keen dramatists ourselves, we asked 
what extra-curricular activities had had an 

impact on his career as a playwright. His fond 
memory was of playing in the production of 
Toad of Toad Hall: “I was the second ferret 
- not the main ferret but second - I didn’t 
even have a speaking part. I looked on the 
programme and couldn’t find my group, but 
then I looked at the bottom of the page and 
there was a line saying ‘Ferrets’”. Clearly, 
Simon wasn’t exactly inspired by his school 
plays, but was incredibly impressed by some 
of the recent productions we have staged; 
finding Grease ‘inspiring’ – particularly the 
construction of the ‘Grease Lightning’ car. 

Next, we moved on to his plays, which having 
been so successful in many different places, 
have taken Simon around the world. We 
asked Simon if he enjoyed travelling to see 
his translated plays, and which is his favourite 
place to visit?

Eager to discuss his travels, Simon told us, 
“I love travelling…. The more you travel the 
more you learn about yourself.” He continued 
by telling us about the different countries and 
cities he’s been privileged enough to visit, 
such as Barcelona and Paris; (Barcelona 

By Grace Hollingsworth, Millie Hughes, Lukrecija Baranauskaite and Alex Davies

So, with that thought in our minds, we 
stepped out into the bright September 
sun of the quad to watch former pupil, 
Simon Stephens, rename our drama 
studio in his own honour, and, a bit 
emotionally, read the quote that sits on 
the plaque outside:

“It is through our imaginations,
The stories we tell,

The worlds we create that we understand
How better to be human beings.

It is only by releasing our imaginations, 
creating bigger stories,

Searching for deeper truths that
We will become as remarkable as we

Have the potential to be.”

Simon Stephens is an award-winning playwright, from right here in 
Stockport, and his plays have become successful around the world. 
Many of his plays have been translated into different languages, and 
his most recent play, his adaptation of Mark Haddon’s successful novel 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time, has contributed even 
more trophies to his ever-growing collection. He’s received awards 
such as the Tony Award for Best Play, Virgin Atlantic Award for Best 
Play, Drama Desk Award for Best Play, Outer Critics Circle Award and 
the Drama League Award. 

being one of his favourites). However, he was 
especially overjoyed to see one of his plays 
performed in the Chrysler Building in New 
York, the location that play was originally set.

On the topic of travelling, we asked if his plays 
had ever been tweaked to suit the audience 
or had been interpreted differently. He told us 
that directors are as powerful as playwrights 
and he can see a play 30 times and each time 
it will be portrayed differently because of the 
different director’s vision. We found this an 
interesting statement and thought it relevant 
to the way that we look at novels and plays in 
English and Drama lessons. We can all take 
something new from a book or performance 
that no one else has noticed before.

Lastly, we asked Simon about the darker 
elements of his plays (teenage violence, 
disturbing family relationships, learning 
difficulties, and death, to name just a few!). 
We asked: “Why do you think darkness is 
entertaining to watch and what do people 
learn from watching your characters in difficult 
situations?”  Simon’s reply to this question 
was both interesting and a bit mysterious. He 
said, “I think that one of the most important 
things in theatre and art and film and stories 
is that we can look into areas that are difficult 
to look at in life. The function of an artist is to 
look into those areas, ask unaskable questions 
and say unsayable things!”.
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On Monday 29th September, we held our 

Achievement Evening for the 2015 – 16 academic 

year at Stockport Town Hall.

On arrival, guests were greeted by music provided 

by the GCSE Music and Music Technology 

students and an exhibition to showcase the 

diversity of artwork created by Year 11 Art and 

Photography students.

Mr Irwin opened by giving an overview of the 

school’s achievements during the previous year.

Winners came from different categories. We based our awards on effort 
(calculated through teacher nominations), progress (how much they’d 
improved their levels or grades) and attainment (how high their levels 
or grades are). Students could win purely for effort or for a combination 
of effort with progress and attainment (in some cases, all three). 

We also had the special awards categories of Service to the School, 
Overcoming Barriers, Endeavour, Community, Creative Contribution 
and individual subject awards.

We enjoyed performances from Megan Glover (Musician of the Year), 
Miss Boylan, Owen Walters and Nathan Kenworthy (Year 8 student who 
achieved A* GCSE Music in August), and a duet by Rafael Buncaras 
and Ella Smith. 

Also there was a performance of Revolting Children from Matilda by the 
dance group and an individual routine by Gemma Chapman and Olivia 
Walker.

The Head Boy and Girl from 2015 – 16 James McMillan and Amber 
Slowey, then handed over to their 2016 – 17 successors,  
Harry McDermott and Yasmin Spray who then spoke to the audience 
about their hopes and goals for the role for the coming year.

The evening ended with closing remarks from our Guest Speaker, 
Frank Robinson, Head of Human Resources at CDL, a successful 
software technology business based in Stockport with whom Stockport 
School have established a partnership.

It was a celebratory evening, in a prestigious setting, and we were very 
proud of all the students who earned awards.

Mrs N Trbojevic, Assistant Headteacher

ACHIEVEMENT EVENING 2015-2016
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ACHIEVEMENT EVENING 2015-2016
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Year 10 GCSE Drama and Dance students and Year 8 students were tasked with designing 
and devising drama pieces in the style of Expressionism. In all, a cornucopia of weird and 
scary stories was concocted and placed in site specific locations around school. Eighteen staff 
members supported and performed on the night, many as guides that took the audience around 
the school to visit the sites. Creativity abounded in the form of music, dances, improvisation 
and Mrs Lord’s wonderful silent movie. Jumps and surprises caught the audience unawares in 
places which they had never ventured before. Stories and rumours grew through the course of 
the evening and now even more ghostly stories abound than ever before! 

We hope to offer this Ghost Walk Experience next year - buy your tickets early as this year sold 
out early!

Mrs J Stone, Director of Drama

Victorian Christmas traditions 
frequently involved the telling of 
ghost stories - the most famous 
being The Christmas Carol 
(Dickens). Since the 1970s the 
BBC has continued this rich 
tradition of Christmas Ghost 
stories. It was in this vein that our 
premier Ghost Walk event was 
conceived; what better location 
than a school that was built in 
1938, with a great history and 
folklore already in living memory.  

Stockport School’s First Ever 
Ghost Walk!

The Music department had a busy time in the run 
up to Christmas with two days out busking at 
Handforth Dean on Friday 16th and Thursday 22nd 
of December. A team of over 30 of our fantastic and 
dedicated musicians including the school choir and 
band sang and played a wide variety of Christmas 
music with some solos added as well. 

Students provided the festive music for the people busy doing their 
Christmas shopping. Many shoppers took time out and stopped to 
watch and listen to the students with many commenting on the high 
quality of music being provided and the enjoyment that was clearly 
evident from the students faces. During the two days we managed 
to raise over £850!! The Music department are now looking at new 
instruments to purchase with the money we have raised. Thanks to all 
the parents that supported us letting their children represent Stockport 
School, providing lifts and shaking buckets for us!

Stockport School Busking 
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We started off by listening to Mr Williamson 
speak about dementia, helping to raise 
awareness to the students by introducing 
them to ‘Dementia Friends’, an organisation 
that encourages them to be part of a wider 
local community outside of school, to engage 
with older people in the area who may 
frequently feel distant from the rest of the 
society, and to help challenge the stigma of 
mental disorders among the elderly. Next, 
we visited the Mental Health Fayre that took 
place in the gym, where visitors from outside 
of school had set up stalls focusing on 
different issues surrounding mental health 
and relationships, and this was successful in 
enlightening and educating the students on 
many topics that aren’t widely spoken about 
on a day to day basis, perhaps in lessons 
or with friends and family. We also visited a 
workshop where couples came into speak 
to the students about their own relationships 
and how to be a good boyfriend/girlfriend. 
This was our personal favourite; it was lovely 
to see them speak about each other and 
their relationship with such comfortableness 
and intimacy, and it was also refreshing to 
see the students acting maturely, engaging 
with them and plucking up the courage to 
ask them questions about their lives and how 

they made their relationship last. Finally, Mr 
Modral introduced a new smartphone app to 
the students that looked amazing: it provided 
complete confidentiality whilst offering a 
network for the students to talk about how 
they were feeling and activities to help better 
their mental health, like reading inspirational 
and uplifting quotes, meditation, steady 
breathing or visiting the ‘Zen Garden.’ It looks 
like something that will be hugely popular with 
the students and that will make them more 
comfortable when it comes to talking about 
feelings!

All in all, it was an incredible day of workshops 
that had been set up for the students – we 
were only there for an hour, but the school 
looked extremely busy and like it was thriving 
in the vast amount of activities that were on 
offer to them. It was so nice and reassuring to 
see the school taking a huge step in dealing 
with the stigmas surrounding the issues of 
mental health, getting the students talking 
about it and doing so successfully, as it 
looked like a fun and enjoyable day for all 
involved!

Fariyal Qureshi, student

Healthy Mental Health Day 
It was lovely to make a little visit back into school after a long few weeks in college to see that something 
amazing had been organised by staff and visitors for the Stockport School community. James and I were 
very grateful to be invited back into school by Mr Modral, to see all the time and hard work he had put into 
organising a ‘Healthy Mental Health Day’ – a rota of activities and workshops set up for each year group to 
get them talking and learning about mental health and relationships.

The Offerton Dementia Drop In is attended 
by people living with dementia and 
their carers. Since November last year, 
pupils from Stockport School have been 
visiting the drop in to chat to members 
about anything from the latest news to 
old photos of Stockport, to music.  For 
Wednesday’s Drop In on 1st March, 25 
outstanding students attended and ran 
a ‘Time for a Cuppa’ event to raise funds 
for Dementia UK’s Admiral Nurses and 
also took part in the first rehearsal of an 
intergenerational dementia choir for an 
event planned in June to take place at the 
Stockport Plaza. Members of the drop in 
were asked about the involvement of the 
young people, to which they replied 

‘Fantastic!’ 

‘It’s lovely to see the youngsters interact 
with people living with dementia and 
their carers.’ 

‘It’s a great way for them to learn 
about dementia and mix with the older 
generation.’ 

‘It’s great to have smart young people 
chatting to us about all kinds of things.’ 

‘I think it is good for children to find out 
about dementia.’

Bev Sellen
Community Capacity Worker

“Outstanding students 

help out at Offerton 

Dementia Café for the 

‘Time for a Cuppa’ event 

@DementiaFriends 

#communitymatters”

Success in the North West 
Schools Science Competition! 
 
Oliver Gardner successfully beat hundreds 
of students from all over the North West 
to win one of the eight places in the North 
West Schools Science Competition Final.
 
Students from Year 7 were asked to write 
a 500 word essay on why they wanted to 
be Scientist. The standard of entry was 
extremely high and all of our students 
received a certificate for their efforts. The 
judges particularly liked the passion and 
enthusiasm that had gone into Oliver’s 
essay, and offered him a place in the Final!
 
For the final, Oliver had to deliver a 2 
minute presentation on ‘Why I want to be 
a Scientist’ in front of a panel of judges 
at UTC Warrington. Oliver was incredibly 
brave, and delivered a fantastic speech on 
Sustainable Energy. Unfortunately, Oliver 
did not win the event, but still won a framed 
certificate for his participation. 
 
A huge well done to Oliver for representing 
Stockport School and showing a huge 
amount of bravery, commitment and 
enthusiasm!
 

Engineers of the Future! 
 
This term, selected Year 9 classes were 
able to have a go at being engineers! 
The sessions were run by Engineering 
Futures and challenged our pupils to build 
a Telephone Mast to certain specifications. 
Our Year 9’s had to use their problem 
solving abilities and teamwork to build 
something out of the STEM kits to meet 
the brief. Pupils rose to the challenge, and 
had some fantastic designs. It left them 
all with a great taste of what engineering 
is all about, and has even left a more 
lasting impression on some pupils’ career 
aspirations! 

Science News
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Bricklaying in Cambodia - 
and Tasting Tarantulas!
You might have noticed Miss 
Cannon hasn’t been around much 
this year - which is because 
she’s currently on sabbatical! 
She’s spending some of the time 
working with local charities, 
including a food bank and CAP 
(Christians Against Poverty), 
which helps people in debt. 

Miss Cannon has also recently been to 
Cambodia with Mission Direct. The main aim 
of the trip was to build a house for a family 
who are currently living on a rubbish tip, so 
she needed to learn a few new skills including 
bricklaying and plastering! While there, she 
also had the opportunity to do a bit of teaching 
at the local school - and to try the local food, 
including deep fried tarantulas.... Miss Cannon 
will be returning to Stockport School next year.

Miss S Cannon, Assistant Director of Maths 

Many thanks to everyone who donated presents no matter how big or small to support the 
Key 103 Cash for Kids Appeal this year.  Once again, the response was even better than the 
previous year and it became impossible to get into Warren’s Grotto due to the AMAZING 
number of gifts received. Special thanks to ‘Cyclone’ pictured below, who again, very kindly 
donated 5 refurbished bikes and we were bowled over by Rhea Kelly see below with her sole 
donation - fantastic!! Well done also to Mr Taher and Mrs Walker who grabbed as many gifts 
as humanly possible at B and M Bargains with the Christmas Jumper Day collection.
Our donations contributed to the £2,897,259 worth of toys and cash for the Key 103 Mission 
Christmas Cash for Kids Appeal which made a difference to 61,874 local children who 
otherwise might have received nothing at Christmas.

Thank You!
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Our Careers Convention in September was very well 
attended by students from Years 9-11 and parents 
and carers. 

Over 30 providers representing colleges, universities, training providers 
and local businesses all commented on the enthusiasm of our students 
as there was plenty of opportunity for questions, guidance and 

information sharing. The Careers Convention is one of the highlights 
of the year in terms of our busy Careers programme which is place to 
support our students from Years 7-11.
 
If you feel you can support our Careers programme in any way  
and/or you have contacts, please feel free to contact:
Ms B Schofield, Assistant Headteacher:  
b.schofield@stockport.stockport.sch.uk

Careers Convention

Food News
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They had two sessions where they 
learned about Chinese cookery skills, 
food and culture in the form of a talk and a 
demonstration. They then put the skills they 
had learned into making their own Kung Po 
Chicken dish. 

Their efforts were rewarded with a certificate, 
chopsticks and cooking sauces to enable 
them to continue experimenting with oriental 
cuisine.

Miss J Corrigan, Director of Food

A Chinese Treat

Creative Codes

Year 10 GCSE Food students and KS3 food 
ambassadors were treated to a demonstration by 
two visitors from the Fun Kitchen.

Stockport School

Eight Year 10 Business students attended the Manchester Metropolitan 
University to compete in the annual Enterprise Challenge.  We entered 
two very good teams and the winning team, Airline New York, Junaid 
Ahmed, Ryan Martin, Curtis Arden and Jess Brett were from Stockport 
School.  It was a varied and complex challenge involving the finance 
and marketing including product differentiation, branding and pricing 
strategies of a new airline. The students enjoyed the experience in the 
new business hub at the university and were a credit to the school.

Mrs C Dicken
Director of Business Studies

‘Creative Codes’ was a school’s project organised  
in collaboration with The Royal Exchange  
education department. Schools across Greater 
Manchester were invited to become part of an 
exhibition that would run alongside the production 
of ‘Breaking the Code’, a play telling the story of 
wartime code breaker Alan Turing. 

A group of 10 Year 8 students from Stockport School took part, 
producing artwork that contained coded messages that promoted 
the issues of equal rights of the LGBT community. They learned how 
to understand and use a cypher, mix colours and paint accurately 
with acrylics and work collaboratively as a team. This was especially 
evident when they competed against other schools from across 
Manchester in a code breaking challenge, as part of a celebration 
event at The Royal Exchange for the opening of the exhibition, with a 
viewing of the play. The pupils were a huge credit to the school both 
in their enthusiasm for the project and how they represented the 
school at a public event.

“I found it challenging to mix the paints and get the right colour, but it 
was fun painting the squares to create the code.” Abbie Williams

“It was fun to try and crack the code in teams as part of the warm up 
at the theatre.” Megan Williamson

“It was interesting to learn about how Alan Turing was treated 
because of his sexuality, but I also really enjoyed the live 
performance and making the artwork.” Emma Eatough

“The play was an extraordinary experience to watch, I’m really happy 
I got to take part in the project.” Lewis Barlow

Mr C Fletcher, Teacher of Art and Mrs V Hitchmough, Teacher of Maths

Success for Airline New York
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This year, we saw the development of an exciting 
revamped house system which has released a 
heightened sense of competitiveness in staff and 
students alike. This was the brain child of Mr Rough 
whose naturally highly competitive nature meant he 
had the necessary credentials to make it happen. 

From September, original houses have been paired up to ensure that 
houses could create stronger teams to compete in activities and unite 
groups of students to support the team. Each house has an individual 
colour, Red, Yellow, Green, Orange and Blue and all students have a lapel 
badge to represent their colour. Colleagues were invited to apply for Heads 
of House and were duly appointed as were student House Captains.

All rewards now revolve around the house system – points are awarded 
for attainment, progress, attendance, Accelerated Reader, house sporting 
competitions etc but the introduction of this new system has promoted a 
new buzz of creativity and activities around school. 

Students voted to select their House Charity and have been busy with 
activities ranging from cake stalls to Hot Chocolate Café’s.  All results 
and points are calculated and displayed weekly as a large display in 
the main Entrance Hall which attracts a lot of interest, discussion and 
competitiveness

House Matters

  Blue Green Yellow  Red Orange  Totals

 Y7 £40.24 £42.18 £29.40  £33.96 £40.11 £185.89

 Y8 £48.86 £59.18 £35.35  £54.46 £37.03 £234.88

 Y9 £149.27 £128.90 £187.57 £83.02 £64.61 £613.37

 Y10 £105.22 £117.03 £104.28 £72.05 £78.16 £476.74

 Y11 £115,02 £110.89 £83.43  £123.55 £111.72 £544.61

 Total £458.61 £458.18 £440.03 £367.04 £331.63 £2055.49

MANY THANKS to all students who kindly donated their Vivos to house charities. Orange  – 
Papyrus, Red – Foodbank, Blue – Educate, Yellow – When You Wish Upon A Star and Green – Francis House. 
These are the final totals. Your unspent Vivos have been added and will also benefit your specially chosen 
very worthwhile causes!! Mrs N Trbojevic, Assistant Headteacher

Educate Assembly
The Blue house had a visit from Educate, our blue house charity. This was 
a fantastic opportunity to raise awareness of the issues for people who are 
living with Dementia.  They got to hear first hand what life is like for Jo, a 
lady living with dementia, who gave a personal account of the difficulties 
she faces and a very positive approach to how she lives with the condition.  
Blue house students also learnt about other ways they can get involved with 
the charity which we will continue to support in the future.

Chocolate raffle 
Thank you Blue House for your generous contributions for the Blue House 
chocolate raffle which went down a storm.  We raised over £50 for our 
charity over one break time. Well done everyone who donated and/or 
bought a raffle ticket.

Attendance 
A big well done Blue House... Over 95% attendance across all year groups 
for the autumn term - best in school.
 
Miss K Zieman and Mrs S Ward
Heads of House

Blue House News



 
 

Tuesday 18th April Students return to school (Red week)
Tuesday 25th April Soloists’ Concert 7-8pm
Thursday 27th April Assessment 3 Reports issued to parents of students  
 in Year 11
Saturday 29th April Year 10 Duke of Edinburgh Award  
 Training Session 10am-3pm
Monday 1st May School closed for Bank Holiday 
Tuesday 2nd May Year 11 Directors of Study Intervention Evening  
 6-7.30pm
Saturday 13th May Primary Master Class 8.50am - 12.15pm
Saturday 13th Year 10 Duke of Edinburgh Award Practice 
and Sunday 14th May Expedition
Monday 15th May Written GCSE examinations begin 

Thursday 18th May Year 7 Parents’ Consultation Evening 5-7.30pm
Friday 19th May Assessment 3 Reports issued to parents of students  
 in Years 7-10
Monday 22nd May Drop-in session for Year 6 parents and students  
 6pm in LRC
Friday 26th May School closes for half term holiday 3pm
Monday 5th June Students return to school (Red week)
Saturday 24th June Race for Life
Friday 30th June Final Reports issued to parents of students in Year 11
Monday 3rd July Summer Concert 7-9pm
Weds 5th July  Year 10 Duke of Edinburgh Award 
and Thurs 6th July Qualifying Expedition
Thursday 6th July Year 6 Induction Day and Evening
Monday 10th July Year 10 Work Experience all week
Tuesday 11th July Sports Day (Years 7-9)
Thursday 13th July Stockport School Community Awards Evening
Monday 17th July Year 10 students return to school at 1pm
 Year 9 inter-house activities all morning
Tuesday 18th July Year 8 Spanish visit to Manchester
Wednesday 19th July Reward visits for students in Years 7 and 9
 Year 8 inter-house activities all morning
Thursday 20th July Reward visits for students in Years 8 and 10
 Year 7 inter-house activities all morning
 Reports issued to parents of students in Years 7-10
Friday 21st July School closes for summer holidays

Forthcoming Dates For Your calendar 
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Stockport Inclusion 
Quality Mark

Following a vote for the Yellow House logo, the 
winning design is now revealed.

N.B REMEMBER to bear in mind that Orange 
house has only 2 year groups and that the 
higher the year group, the longer they have 
had to collect VIVOS. 

This is a Fantastic effort all round  -  Many 
Congratulations!!!

Term Overview from House Captains Daisy and Sam
We have been really impressed with the turnout for interhouse 
competitions and the cake sale. We have learned key skills, especially 
with confidence, communication and presenting in assembly. It is nice 
when Year 7 and 8`s say hi and that as their House captain that we 
inspire them!

Dodgeball
Congratulations to ALL players who represented Yellow House in the 
dodgeball competitions.  There were over 100 students across the Year 
groups. This is our first inter-house sports victory!!! 

When You Wish Upon A Star
After potential fundraising suggestions from our House Captains and 
Yellow forms (Goldsworthy and Lowry), we held a cake sale for our 
chosen charity of Wish upon a Star. The generosity, creativity and 
baking skills from our Yellow House pupils and staff was exceptional and 
we raised £157.  

Congratulations You Did It !!!
Congratulations to all our top Vivo  
achievers and participants in Yellow  
House activities. Over 60 students  
received a Golden ticket to the  
rewards lunch

Yellow House students  
of the term
Year 7 Evie Adie
Year 8 Esther Hulley
Year 9 Daniel Lewry
Year 10 Alex Wilson
Year 11 Lois May

All these students were awarded with a Christmas selection box

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coming soon…
Wish upon a Star House assembly.

Fundraising events Spring term
Easter Egg Treasure hunt for KS3.
Easter Cake sale.

Final Thoughts from Heads of Yellow House
We are proud to see such a large number of students representing 
Yellow House across a range of activities that include football, netball 
and dodgeball competitions, Year 7 music concert, maths challenge and 
fundraising. 

It has been a pleasure to celebrate the achievements of Yellow 
House students throughout the term.  In particular, we would like to 
congratulate our Yellow House Students of the Term and the Top Vivo 
earners.  

We look forward to many more victories and achievements in the 
coming term, fulfilling our motto “One Team: One Dream”

Mr L Baldwin and Mrs D McKeever

Yellow House News

Summer Term 2017

Following a vote for the Yellow House logo, the winning design is 

now revealed


