
 

 

 
 

 
 
13th March 2014 
 
 
Ref: Changes to the Curriculum & School Day – September 2014 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I am writing to inform you of some exciting plans that we have regarding our school curriculum, teaching and 
learning, and the school day for September 2014. 
 
As you will be aware, it is my intention working with the staff, students, governors and you as parents to 
move the school towards “outstanding” in all aspects of its provision and outcomes.  I am confident that, by 
continuing to work together, we can achieve this. 
 
In trying to achieve our goal, it is essential that we have a first class curriculum in place that meets the needs 
and aspirations of our students and enables them to achieve their true potential. 
 
In a move to further develop and enhance our curriculum offer to students, I am making a number of 
important changes to the curriculum and school day for September 2014 which I wanted to inform you of. 
 
 
Changes to Lesson Times 
 
Firstly, in order to provide improved levels of progression and engagement in lesson content, we will be 
moving from the current 45 and 50 minute lessons to 1 hour lessons.  This will enable staff to extend learning 
and immerse students more into key concepts that have, until this point, been limited by the shortness of 
the current lesson time allocation. 
 
The change from mainly 50 minute lessons (60 over a fortnight) to 1 hour lessons would normally equate to 
50 x 1 hour lessons per fortnight.  However, in a bid to maximise learning opportunities and teacher student 
contact, I have agreed after consultation with the staff and their unions to a creative and innovative change, 
which will increase student teaching periods to 52 x 1 hour lessons per fortnight. 
 
The additional 1 hour of teaching per week (2 per fortnight) will allow for a broader range of subjects to be 
offered across the school and more time to be dedicated overall, to key facilitating subjects, such as English, 
Maths and Science. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

The additional 1 hour per week equates to an additional 8 days’ worth of teaching per year, in terms of 
contact time, or a staggering 8 weeks of additional teaching time over a 5 year school career.  This creative 
addition can only be a positive one for students, giving them an edge over students from other schools across 
Stockport, in terms of progress and learning outcomes, who don’t have such a creative curriculum. 
 
 
 
 
 
Changes to Registration/Tutor Group Time 
 
In addition to the changes to lesson times, I will also be making some changes to the current morning 
registration/tutor group time.  From 1st September, we will be moving registration/tutor group time to an 
end of day afternoon session and extending it to 30 minutes duration on a Monday to Wednesday each week.  
This will allow for a more purposeful and productive start to the school day with lessons starting immediately 
in the morning.  It will also enable the school to think more creatively about what it offers to students during 
registration/tutor group time in the afternoon.   
 
For example, we intend to run sporting activities and competitions during this time, as well as structured 
careers activities, Accelerated Reader (literacy) and SEAL (social, emotional aspects of learning) activities to 
help develop our students in a wider and a more holistic sense. 
 
Students will continue to have contact with their Form Tutor during the afternoon registration sessions, 
allowing important relationships of understanding, support and engagement to continue. Students will also 
receive a weekly Year group or House assembly during this time. 
 
Importantly, by moving the registration/tutor group sessions to the end of the school day, it will allow for 
more focused and potentially more productive intervention and support sessions to be offered to our Key 
Stage 4 students.  Essentially, academic support and catch-up work can be offered during the extended 
registration time which could then continue after school during enrichment/extra-curricular time, if required. 
 
 
Changes to the School Day/Week 
 
In order to facilitate these important changes that I believe will help us to move the school forward, we will 
need to make some changes to the timings of the school day/week. 
 
From 1st September 2014, the school day will officially start 10 minutes earlier at 8.50 am.  All students will 
be expected to be on site 5 minutes before this and be lined up outside their Period 1 classrooms for a 
prompt start at 8.50 am.  Poor punctuality beyond this time will not be tolerated as it will cause disruption 
to the learning of the student and others.  It is essential, therefore, that all students are on site ready to 
engage and learn from 8.50 am. 
 
To help students prepare for their school day, we will also be offering an enhanced before school breakfast 
provision in our dining room from 8.30 am to 8.50 am each day.  A wide range of reasonably priced, hot and 
cold breakfast items and refreshments will be available to students.  I would encourage students to take up 
the opportunity of breakfast, helping to prepare them for a productive school day ahead. 
 
The length of break and lunch times will remain the same as it is currently for students, at 20 minutes for 
morning break and 40 minutes for lunch. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

The school day will finish at 3.20 pm on a Monday to Wednesday, which is actually 5 minutes earlier than the 
current time. A wide range of optional extra-curricular clubs and activities will then run after school on a 
Monday to Wednesday, if students wish to participate. 
 
On a Thursday, we will run our extended school day, where the additional 1 hour teaching session will be 
delivered.  However, in a bid to partially offset the additional teaching hour, there will not be an afternoon 
registration/tutor group period on this day.   The finish time on a Thursday will therefore be 3.50 pm, which 
is 25 minutes later than the current finish time. 
 
Finally, on a Friday, we will have a shorter 10 minute registration period, which will allow for an early finish 
for staff and students of 3.00 pm (25 minutes earlier than it is now). 
 
For your information, I have included below, a summary of the new start and finish times from 1st September 
2014. 
 

 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
 

School Day  
Start Time 

 

8.50 am 8.50 am 8.50 am 8.50 am 8.50 am 

 

Number of 1 Hour Lessons 
 

5 Lessons 5 Lessons 5 Lessons 6 Lessons 5 Lessons 
 

Length of 
Registration/Tutor Time 

 

30 Minutes 30 Minutes 30 Minutes N/A 10 Minutes 

 

School Day  
Finish Time 

 

3.20 pm 3.20 pm 3.20 pm 3.50 pm 3.00 pm 

 
In summary, the new school curriculum and school day/week will enable us as a school, to provide greater 
stretch and challenge, alongside support and intervention for our students. The curriculum model is highly 
innovative and responsive to the needs and aspirations of our students.  
 
I am looking forward with great anticipation, to what I believe will be a very bright future for all of our 
students, in terms of opportunity, progress and achievement that can be obtained through these changes to 
the curriculum, and by working together  with our students and you as parents to make them a success. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
Mr I Irwin 
Headteacher 

 

 


