
GCSE 2017 /2018 
 
 
For all year 11 students, this school year 2017-2018 is very important as you will be 
taking your GCSE examinations. The results that you gain in these GCSEs will have a 
big effect on your future. This booklet has been designed to help you to prepare for 
both your mock and external examinations. 
 
Nearly all your GCSEs are assessed by examinations at the end of the course, 
although there are some subjects that require you to complete controlled 
assessment. 
 
If you need any more information, please contact Mrs Wordsworth who will be 
happy to assist. 
 
 
Controlled Assessments 
 
Controlled Assessment is a form of internal assessment where the control levels are 
set for each stage of the assessment process: task setting, task taking and task 
marking.  The control levels will vary according to different subjects and exam 
boards. At various points throughout the year for different subjects, Controlled 
Assessments will usually take place in the normal timetabled lessons where work will 
be planned and completed. 
 
 
Revision 
 
Remember that the examinations will test you on any topics that you have covered 
in years 10 and 11. It is essential that you revise all your work thoroughly.  You 
should organise your revision beforehand and make a start well before the 
examinations begin.  Committed time spent on revision at this stage will be well 
rewarded in the future. 
 
There are revision sessions on every day in school and it is your responsibility to find 
out where and when they are and attend as many as you can. Your teachers will be 
able to help you with specific advice about revision in particular subjects. 
 
 
Examinations 
 
The mock GCSE examinations play an important role in the preparation for GCSE.  
You should revise thoroughly for these as well as for the final examinations.  The 
results of these mocks provide a good indication of likely performance in your final 
GCSEs and are also used to calculate your estimated grade for the exam board. This 
grade would possibly be used as your real grade in case you had to miss an exam due 
to serious illness etc. so estimated grades can often matter. Most of the final 
examinations will take place in May and June 2018. Practical and MFL Speaking 
exams will take place earlier in the year. 
 



 
 
These final examinations will start at the following times: 
 
 Morning examinations:  9:00am 
 Afternoon examinations:  1:40pm 
 
You will be given an individual timetable as the exams approach, indicating which 
room you will sit your exam. 
 
You should be ready outside the allocated examination room at least 10 minutes 
before the examination is due to start. 
 
If you are late, go straight to the examination room and report to the staff on duty. 
 
At the back of this information booklet are some ‘Information for Candidate’ notices 
from JCQ which you must read carefully. 
 
 
Results and Certificates 
 
GCSE results are due on Thursday 23rd August 2018. 
 
Your results will be published as one of the following grades sets of grades: 
 

 Nearly all GCSE subjects are now on the new grading system of 9-1 
 

9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 U 

Good pass Pass Unclassified 

 

 GCSEs in business studies, psychology and sociology are graded on the old 
‘letters’ system this year 

 

A* A B C D E F G U 

Good Pass Pass Unclassified 

 

 Results slips will be issued on Thursday 23rd August from 10:00am.  

 Successful candidates will be invited to a presentation evening once the 
certificates have been received.  This is usually held in November. 

 
 
 
 
 
Regulations 
 
Make sure that you are aware of the rules and regulations: 
 

 You must be on time for all examinations.  If you are late, your work may not 
be accepted. 



 You must not be involved in any unfair or dishonest practice in any part of the 
examination. 

 If you try to use any unfair practice, or break the rules in any way, you could 
be disqualified from all your subjects. 

 You may take into the exam room only the materials and equipment which 
are allowed.  You must not take into the exam room any unauthorised 
materials or equipment which might give you an unfair advantage such as 
notes, calculator cases/instruction leaflets, bags, personal TVs/stereo, 
electronic or radio communication devices, mobile phones iPods, smart 
watches and MP3 players.  Any pencil cases must be see-through. Possession 
of unauthorised material is breaking the rules, even if you do not intend to 
use it, and you will be subject to penalty and possible disqualification. 

 Wristwatches must not be worn during the exam.  If you do have one on this 
must be placed on your desk before the exam starts. 

 You must not use correcting pens, fluid or tape, highlighters or pale-coloured 
gel pens in answer sheets or booklets. 

 You must not talk to, look around at or otherwise communicate with or 
disturb other candidates.  

 You must not borrow anything from another candidate during the 
examination. 

 No bags are to be brought into the exam room, please leave in lockers. 

 No glasses cases are to be brought into the exam room, please leave in 
lockers. 

 Inhalers and diabetic kits are allowed in the exam room – inhalers are to be 
taken to your exam desk and diabetic kits on the invigilators desks, making 
sure the invigilator knows where you are sitting. 

 
 
 
 
Make sure you attend 
 

 Know the dates and times of your examinations. 

 Arrive at least 10 minutes before the start of each examination. 

 If you arrive late for an examination, report to the invigilator running the 
examination. 

 
 
 
Bring what you need 
 

 Take pens, pencils, erasers, calculators and any instrument which you need. 

 You must write in black ballpoint pen.  Coloured pencils or inks may be used 
only for diagrams, maps, charts, etc. unless the instructions printed on the 
front of the question paper state otherwise. 

 You may use a calculator unless told otherwise.  Make sure it works properly 
and that the batteries are working. Clear anything stored in it. Remove any 
parts such as cases, lids or covers which have printed formulas. Lids of 



calculators must be placed face down so no writing is visible and placed 
under your chair. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You must not bring to the exam or use 
 

 Correcting pens, fluid or tape 

 Eraseable pens 

 Highlighter pens in your answers (although you may use them to highlight 
questions words or phrases within the question paper or question/answer 
booklet. You may also use a highlighter pen to highlight extracts in any 
resource material provided 

 Gel pens in your answer 

 Blotting paper 
 
 
Examination Instructions 
 

 Listen to the exam officers and invigilators and do what you are asked to do. 

 Tell the invigilator at once if you think you have not been given the right 
question paper or all the materials listed on the front of the paper or the 
question is incomplete or badly printed. 

 Read and carefully follow the instructions printed on the question paper 
and/or the answer booklet. 

 Fill in the details required on the front of the question paper and/or the 
answer booklet before you start the examination. 

 Do your rough work only on the proper examination stationery. Cross it 
through and hand it in with your answers. 

 Put up your hand during the examination if you have a problem or need more 
paper. You must not ask for and will not be given, any explanation of the 
questions. 
 

 
 

The End of the Examination 
 

 When an answer booklet has been used, make sure your question numbers 
have been recorded on the front. 

 If you have used any additional sheets of paper, you must place them in 
correct order.  Please check all details are on these sheets are correct before 
fastening them with a treasury tag. 



 You must not leave the examination room until the invigilator tells you to do 
so and the exam has finished. 

 You must not take from the examination room any examination stationary, 
used or unused, rough work or any other materials provided for the 
examination. 

 
 
Medical Advice and Assistance 
 
IT’S BETTER TO ATTEND THAN NOT 

 

 If you are feeling unwell, it is better to attend rather than miss an 
examination.  In such a case, please see Mrs Wordsworth before or after the 
examination as she may be able to request special consideration from the 
examination board.  

 If you have to miss the examination due to ill-health, inform the school 
immediately by phoning reception (0161 483 3622) and you must go to your 
GP and get a sick note for that day.  In certain circumstances, it may still be 
possible to obtain a grade, but only if you have completed 25% of the exam 
course  
 

 Failure to attend an examination will result in you being liable to repay the 
examination entry fee 

 

 If during the exam you feel unwell please inform an invigilator and then see 
Mrs Wordsworth after the exam. 
 

 



Other Important Information 
 

The government expects all pupils to attempt GCSE examinations and to attend school 
until their final examination. Pupils should attend all lessons where critical work on 
revision, exam techniques etc. will be covered. 
 
1. Parents will be required to sign a declaration to guarantee attendance of their 

children for all examinations entered. In January a letter is sent to parents with a list 
of examinations you will be taking.  Please make sure all your details are checked 
thoroughly. 

 
2. An external examination may not be taken at a different time 
 
3. The external examinations are formal school occasions and therefore you must 

attend in full school uniform. 
 
4. Forgetfulness and holidays are not acceptable reasons for absence from 

examinations.  
 
5. Many examinations nowadays involve questions which may be more easily solved 

with the help of a calculator.  You are strongly advised to bring a calculator to your 
mathematics (calculator paper only), all science, geography and business studies 
examinations. 

 
6. Mobile phones, smart watches, iPods etc. are not allowed in the examination room 

under any circumstances.  Any student found to have one on their person will be 
reported to the Examination Board and the paper will be cancelled. It is not 
sufficient simply to have them switched off as the inevitable case(s) of forgetfulness 
can seriously disrupt candidates’ concentration and affect their chances of success. 

 
7. Food and drink are not allowed at the desk, with the exception of a small bottle of 

water (please remove any labels).  Candidates should be able to complete a normal 
GCSE examination without having to eat or drink. Please contact Mrs Wordsworth 
well before the exam period begins if you have a medical condition that will mean 
that an exception to this rule needs to be made. 

 
 

Failure to attend an examination will result in you being liable to repay the 
examination entry fee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 General Revision Sites 

 
SAM Learning www.samlearning.com 
 Centre ID SK2SS 
 User ID Date of birth followed by 2 initials; first name then last name 
 Password Same as user ID 
 
BBC – GCSE Bitesize www.bbc.co.uk/gcsebitesize  
 
Firefly lots of revision documents for different subjects 
 
 
 
Specific Revision Sites 
 
English GCSEPod is the main revision website for English. We have 

bought into this site to enable all students to access a very 
wide range of revision material. It is available online or as an 
app for phones / tablets. 

 
  www.gcsepod.com – use your login (or click on new user). 

There are short revision podcasts on Macbeth, Christmas 
Carol and all the poems. 

 
 www.bbc.co.uk/education - then select either Language or 

Literature and the topic you want to revise. Make sure you 
use this site and not the old bitesize site, which is for the old 
GCSE. A lot of good material on the literature texts. 

 
 http://nfs.sparknotes.com/macbeth/ - an excellent, clearly 

laid out website – provides the full text of the play showing 
Shakespeare’s language side-by-side with a facing-page 
translation into modern English. 

 
 http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/christmascarol/ - analysis 

of the Staves and summary of characters and contexts. 
 
 www.digitaltheatreplus.com – this is another website we 

have bought into. Enter your username ‘stockport’ and 
password ‘stockport’ – then you can watch a full play (or 
clips) of Macbeth and read different resources about the 
play. 

 
 https://www.youtube.com/user/mrbruff - videos on a 

range of aspects of the exams – some very detailed videos 
on achieving the highest grades. 

 
 http://www.litcharts.com/lit/a-christmas-carol - there is 

some useful free material on this website. 
 
 http://www.litcharts.com/lit/macbeth - as above 
 
 
 

http://www.samlearning.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/gcsebitesize
http://www.gcsepod.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education
http://nfs.sparknotes.com/macbeth/
http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/christmascarol/
http://www.digitaltheatreplus.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/mrbruff
http://www.litcharts.com/lit/a-christmas-carol
http://www.litcharts.com/lit/macbeth


 
Mathematics:  www.methodmaths.com  
 Centre ID: stockport 
 Username: your 4 digit number 
  Password: your 3 letter password 
 
    https://www.vle.mathswatch.com/vle/ 
 Login:  ****@stockport     (your 4 digit number) 
 Password: circle 
 
 https://corbettmaths.com/ 

 Past paper questions and answers on every topics, plus 
videos. 

 
 

All sciences:  Login to the science area of Firefly to access resources. 

 Core practical animations with online questions 

 Core practical video links on youtube 

 Exam question booklets with markschemes for each 
topic 

 Power points and other materials for revision 
 

SAM Learning – https://www.samlearning.com/ – GCSE 
Edexcel 

 
bbc bitesize – 
https://www.bbc.com/education/subjects/zrkw2hv 

 
 CGP interactive resources – 

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/Student/interactive_gcse_sci
ence 

 
 
Business Studies: https://getrevising.co.uk/ 
 http://app.gojimo.co/qualifications 
 
 
Drama    http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zbckjxs 
    Then Performance Skills or Theatre Design 
 
 
 
French / German www.linguascope.com   
 Username: Stockport   Password: lille 
 
    www.Memrise.com 

www.Duolingo.com 
 
 
Geography   www.coolgeography.co.uk 

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

www.geography.learnontheinternet.co.uk 

www.ilike2learn.com/ilike2learn/geography.asp 

http://www.methodmaths.com/
https://www.vle.mathswatch.com/vle/
https://corbettmaths.com/
https://www.samlearning.com/
https://www.bbc.com/education/subjects/zrkw2hv
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/Student/interactive_gcse_science
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/Student/interactive_gcse_science
https://getrevising.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zbckjxs
http://www.linguascope.com/
http://www.memrise.com/
http://www.duolingo.com/
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
http://www.geography.learnontheinternet.co.uk/
http://www.ilike2learn.com/ilike2learn/geography.asp


 www.gatm.org.uk 

 
 
History  http://www.edexcel.com/i-am-

a/student/Pages/pastpapers.aspx  

 

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

https://www.samlearning.com/ – 

 
 

 
PE  www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/pe 
 
 www.teachpe.com 
 
 Iphone app – planet PE 
 
 
 

If you cannot gain access to any of the above websites 
please check with your subject teacher 
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