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English 
 
In Year 7, the English schemes of work target students' speaking and listening, reading and writing skills in 
order to introduce them to the expectations and assessment objectives of English in Secondary education. 
 

Students have five one-hour lessons of English over the two week timetable during which they are 
encouraged to participate in a variety of ways to secure their learning. Students have the opportunity to read 
and study fiction and non-fiction texts, write in different styles and for different audiences and take part in 
discussions, presentations and role plays. In addition, students are given two dedicated Literacy lessons a 
fortnight in which to engage with the Accelerated Reader and Let’s Think in English programmes. The Year 7 
calendar also features the Bookbuzz initiative supported by The Book Trust, and the Year 7 Spelling Bee which 
takes place in the Summer Term. 
Homework is also very important in English. Students are expected to complete 30 minutes of homework each 
week to help secure their understanding and to encourage independent learning in preparation for their 
GCSEs. 
 
 

Assessment 
During each scheme of work, the learning objectives are made clear to the students. They are regularly 
involved in self and peer assessment and target setting. Students are awarded a National Curriculum level for 
each unit of work, every half term. 
 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 

Initial Writing 

Assessment: Literacy 

MOT 

 

‘Childhood’ 

Transition Unit: 

Reading Assessment 

To create a baseline writing 

level and create targets for 

writing across the 

curriculum 

To review progression with 

reading, the assessment 

focuses and ability to 

respond to fiction and non-

fiction extracts 

October 

2017 

Ask your child about the new skills 

they have been learning in English 

and what has changed since Primary 

School. 

Have a look at the activities 

completed in their exercise books 

and ask about their Literacy MOT 

targets – do they understand how to 

meet them? 

‘Childhood’ 

Transition Unit: 

Writing Assessment 

To review progression with 

written accuracy – particular 

focus non-fiction writing: 

forming arguments and 

creating a writer’s viewpoint 

December 

2017 

Have a look at extended writing in 

your child’s book and check they 

understand teacher comments. Ask 

how they check their work and 

perhaps see if they have learnt any 

spelling errors previously identified. 

If you have work from Primary, 

compare the work and ask your child 

how they feel they are progressing. 

Reading Assessment 
based on The 

Tempest by William 
Shakespeare 

A character study and first 
introduction to responding 

to a drama text 

February 
2018 

Discuss the play with your child – ask 
them about the characters and 

themes. See if they can talk about 
particular parts or quotes in the play 

and what ideas these sections 
suggest to them. 

What has your child learnt about 
Shakespearean language? 
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Writing Assessment 
on viewpoint Writing  

 

To review progression with 
written accuracy and review 
understanding of narrative 

writing, introducing and 
developing use of narrative 

and descriptive features, 
writing in different formats, 

shaping language and 
structure. 

April 2018 Have a look at the different writing 
types in your child’s book and 
discuss teacher comments and 

targets. Encourage your child to use 
SAM learning or BBC Bitesize 

spelling and punctuation games or 
quizzes. 

Reading Assessment 
on a novel studied in 

class and at home 

To review progression with 
reading responses and 

ability to respond to a whole 
text, including structure and 

narrative viewpoints 

May 2018 Perhaps compare work being 
completed now with work 

completed during first half term and 
ask your child how they feel they 
have improved and what they are 

doing differently now. 
What have they learnt about the 

issues presented in the novel? 

Writing Assessment 
inspired by the novel 

studied in the 
previous half term 

In the final half term, 
students will experience a 
short formal assessment in 
the hall, as well as a writing 

assessment, focused on 
shaping writing for a 

particular reader, in their 
usual classrooms 

July 2018 Ask your child how they are 
preparing for both of their 
assessments, the revision 

techniques they are learning and 
how you can help. 

Afterwards, ask your child what they 
felt the difference was between the 

assessment in the hall and their 
usual assessments. 
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Maths 
 

Students have nine 50-60 minute periods of Mathematics per fortnight. The department scheme of work 
is designed to progress pupils from their KS2 learning 8 to prepare pupils for the new GCSE specification, 
and targets grades 0-4 of the National Curriculum, depending on whether the student is in foundation, 
mixed ability or higher set.  

 

In line with “mastery”, the curriculum focuses heavily on bar modelling, algebra and multiplicative 
reasoning. 
 
Year 7 students also take part in the ICCAMS (increasing competence and confidence in algebra and 
multiplicative structures) national research project in connection with Nottingham University, Durham 
University and the Education Endowment Foundation. 

 
 

Assessment 
All students take termly tests and an end of year examination. 

 
 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 

Times Table Rock 
Stars 

To help pupils to learn their 
times tables 

Weekly Support with learning of 
the times tables 

Autumn 
Assessment 

To test understanding of the 
first terms work in 

preparation for the end of 
year assessment 

November 2017 Support with revision for 
the assessment 

Spring Assessment To test understanding of the 
second terms work in 

preparation for the end of 
year assessment 

March 2018 Support with revision for 
the assessment 

End of Year 
Assessment 

To test understanding of the 
years’ work 

June 2018 Support with revision for 
the end of year 

assessment 
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Science 
 

Students have six 1 hour lessons per fortnight. Science is delivered as a balanced science course, covering 
biology, chemistry and physics. Modules taught in Year 7 are: 

 

Cells, tissues, organs and 
systems 

Sexual reproduction in animals 

Muscles and bones 

Ecosystems 

Mixtures and separation 

Acids and alkalis 

The particle model 

Atoms, elements and 
molecules 

Energy 

Current electricity 

Forces 

Sound 

 

Students are taught using a range of styles including group work, research, practical-based and teacher-
led discussion. They are taught in teaching groups. 

 

Assessment 
Students are assessed throughout the year on their work in the classroom, at home and through end 

of topic testing. There is also a mock exam during the year covering topics from biology, chemistry and 

physics. 
 

 

Assessment Title 
 

Purpose 
 

Timing 
How to support your 

child 

30 minute tests at the 
end of each of the following 

topics: 
Cells, Mixtures and 

separation, Energy, Sexual 
reproduction, Acids and 

alkalis electricity, 
Ecosystems, Atoms and 

Sound. 

To assess subject 
knowledge and 

understanding of each 
topic, and to monitor pupil 

progress. 

 

 
Throughout the 

year. 

Support with revision 
by helping your child to 

access revision 
materials (could 

purchase a revision 
guide) in an organised 

way. 
Use topic resources 
being uploaded to 

Firefly. 

 

One hour exam at the end of 
Block 3 (mock), covering the 

following topics: Muscles and 
bones, The particle model 

and Forces. 

To assess subject 
knowledge and 

understanding of 
each topic, and to 

monitor pupil 
progress. 

May 2018 
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Geography 
 
The Geography Department is highly successful and prides itself in being able to build strong working 
relationships with the students to assist them to progress and achieve their full potential. 
 
In Geography pupils learn to be confident, responsible and resourceful thinkers. Students learn a wide range 
of geographical skills, knowledge and understanding by using many higher thinking skills which are fun to use 
and help students become better learners.  Students are taught using exciting and innovative teaching 
strategies. They practice teamwork skills and learn in a style which best suits them. Students study is tailored 
to build the skill, knowledge and understanding required to enable them to reach the highest levels of 
attainment.  
 
The units studied in Year 7 are:- 

*     Transition from KS2 to KS3  
* Exploring Britain 
*     What is my place in our World?     
*  What is Stockport like?   
* Map Skills 

 

Assessment 
During the year students are assessed in the units of study. Students/ Staff will assess against the grade 

criteria which can be found in the front of their exercise book. 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 

Transition 
assessment  

(Exam)  

To establish prior 
geographical knowledge and 

skill so students are 
supported to become KS3 

ready. 

September  Ensure you child can name the 

continents, oceans, major 

mountain ranges around the 

world.  Use an Atlas and 

google maps to build spatial 

awareness of the world.  

Watch geographical 

programmes or read 

geographical material and get 

students to question – why, 

how, what, where and when.  

What is 
Geography?  

(extended writing) 

To test students’ abilities to 
pose questions, read 

photographs and compare 
and contrast environments.  

Literacy targets also 
identified. 

November  Look at Geographical pictures 

(national geographic website 

has fantastic photographs) get 

students to think about any 

questions they have and 

discuss how pictures are 

similar and different.  

Highlight different aspects of 

the photographs using terms 

like foreground/ background. 

Weather and 
Climate (Exam) 

To test understanding of 
relief rainfall and the North 

Atlantic Drift. 

January  Students will have learnt the 

content required in their 

Geography lessons.  Test 
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students making sure they 

understand and revise using 

key geographical terminology. 

Extreme 
Environments (self-

assessed) 

To develop understanding of 
our place in the world as 

global citizens. 

April  Get students to use an atlas at 

home to use it to discuss 

where the extreme 

environments are.  They may 

want to research a place such 

as the Himalayas or Sahara 

Desert. 

Endangered 
Species (Research 
and presentation) 

To develop research and 
presentation skills along with 

an understanding of 
sustainable development. 

May/ June   Use the International Union 

for Conservation of Nature 

(IUCN) website to discuss an 

endangered species to 

research.  Help students to 

understand the assessment 

criteria that will be given to 

them by their geography 

teacher.  Internet access will 

be required. 

Map skills  To continue the drive to 
develop geographical skill 

and exploration 

End of year  Get students looking at maps, 

atlases, identifying deserts, 

mountains, places they have 

been to and/or studied.  

Encourage students to teach 

someone at home how to do a 

grid reference or measure 

distance on a map.  
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History 
 

Students have two 60 minute periods of History during the two week timetable. 
 

The topics are studied through a variety of methods including individual written tasks, group work, drama 
and class discussion.  Through these methods students will learn the skills of causation, source handling, 
interpretation, change and continuity and specialist language. 

 

Assessment 
During the year students will complete five targeted assessments, testing their competence in the Key Skills 
in History.  Each targeted assessment will earn an assessment level and an effort grade.  
 

 
Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 

Why was 1066 
significant? 

 
 
 
 

 
End of topic assessment 

October 
2017 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Test them from the notes in 
their books 

Norman 
Conquest 

November 
2017 

Why did the 
pheasants revolt? 

January 
2018 

How did the Black 
Death change the 
lives of people? 

February 
2018 

Interpretations of 
Mary Tudor 

March 
2018 

Exam End of year level June 
2018 
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Modern Foreign Languages (French) 
 
During Key Stage 3 we are seeking to develop the students' 4 skill areas listening, speaking, reading and 
writing in the language. 
  
The students' will cover 5 topic areas in Year 7, each lasting approximately 6 weeks. 
  
Assessment 
During the year, students are assessed in listening, speaking, reading and writing skills at the end of each 
module. 
  
 

Assessment 
Title 

Purpose Timing How to support your child 

Accès Studio To test 
greatings,age,birthdays,colours, 
likes /dislikes/school items and 

pets 

November  Support with revision from 
the vocabulary 

list/homework on 
line/Memrise and Duolingo 

apps 

 
Module 1  
C’est perso 

 Personnal details/school 
items/personality/hair/eyes/ 

descibing another person 

January 
        2018 

Support with revision from 
the vocabulary 

list/homework on 
line/Memrise and Duolingo 

apps 
 

 
Module 2 

Mon collège 
Scholl subject/giving 

opinions//timetables/school 
day description//use of 

we/food/ 

March  

2018 

Support with revision from 
the vocabulary 

list/homework on 
line/Memrise and Duolingo 

apps 
 

 
Module 3 

Mes 
passetemps 

 

Talking about 
computers/sports/activities/wh

at you like doing/describing 
other people’s activities/ 

        May  

      2018 

Support with revision from 
the vocabulary 

list/homework on 
line/Memrise and Duolingo 

apps 
 

 
Module 4 
Ma zone 
 

Talk about your 
town/directions/where you 
go/invite someone to go 
somewhere/saying what you 
can do 

        June 

      2018 
         

Support with revision from 
the vocabulary 

list/homework on 
line/Memrise and Duolingo 

apps 
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Modern Foreign Languages (Spanish) 
 
During Key Stage 3 we are seeking to develop the students' 4 skill areas listening, speaking, reading and 
writing in the language. 
  
The students' will cover 3 topic areas in Year 7. 
  
Assessment 
During the year, students are assessed in listening, speaking, reading and writing skills at the end of each 
module. 

 
Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 

Module 1 

Mi vida 

Introducing myself 

-          Describing my personality 

-          Talking about brothers and 

sisters 

Numbers and letters 

Describing my pets 

 

 

December Support with revision from the 

vocabulary list/homework on 

line/Memrise and Duolingo apps 

 

Module 2 

Mi tiempo libre 

 

-          Describing my free time 

activities 

-          Using opinions with reasons 

-          Talking about the weather 

-          Saying what sports I do 

-          Using the present tense 

 

 

April 

 

Support with revision from the 

vocabulary list/homework on 

line/Memrise and Duolingo apps 

 

 

Module 3 

Mi insti 

-          Saying what subects I study 

-          Giving opinions with reasons 

-          Describing my school 

-          Saying what I do at 

breaktime 

 

July 

 

Support with revision from the 

vocabulary list/homework on 

line/Memrise and Duolingo apps 
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Modern Foreign Languages - German 
 
During Key Stage 3 we are seeking to develop the students' 4 skill areas listening, speaking, reading and 
writing in the language. 
  
The students' will cover 4 topic areas in Year 7, each lasting approximately 7 weeks. 
  
Assessment 
During the year, students are assessed in listening, speaking, reading and writing skills at the end of each 
module. 
 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 

Module 1 
Hallo 

To test: 
Key personal information: 

Name, age, birthday 
Where we live - Countries 

Numbers 1-100 
Classroom equipment 

November 
2017 

Support with revision from the 
vocabulary list/homework on 

line/Memrise and Duolingo apps 
 
 

Module 2 
Die Schule 

To test: 
School subjects 

Adjectives 
Telling the time 
School uniform 
Food and drink 

February 
2018 

Support with revision from the 
vocabulary list/homework on 

line/Memrise and Duolingo apps 
 
 

Module 3 
Meine Familie 

To test: 
Name family members 

Describing appearance and 
character 

Name pets 
Use quantifiers and 

connectives. 

May 
2018 

Support with revision from the 
vocabulary list/homework on 

line/Memrise and Duolingo apps 
 
 

Module 4 
Freizeit 

To test: 
Hobbies and sports 
Arranging to go out. 

Able to talk about other 
people’s interests. 
Using modal verbs 

July 
2018 

Support with revision from the 
vocabulary list/homework on 

line/Memrise and Duolingo apps 
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Art and Design 
 

In Year 7, the Art Department deliver a range of projects which fulfil all the requirements of the National 
Curriculum experiencing a wide range of techniques and materials, learning basic drawing and painting 
skills, making connections with English through image and text and producing expressive art work through 
being inspired by Artists past and present. Students have three 60 minute lessons over two weeks and work 
in mixed ability groups. 

 
Assessment  
During each project students are encouraged to participate in group discussion about the work of various 
artists, to share thoughts and express opinions and to be open to new ideas. All class work, work in 
sketchbooks and homework is assessed on completion and constructive written and verbal feedback is given 
to aid student progress.  

 

 
 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 

Project 1 – Drawing To assess how much 
progress has been 

achieved 
throughout the 

project. 

December 2017 Show an interest in the homework 
tasks set and support their 

completion on time. 
 

Encourage your child to practice 
drawing and painting skills. 

 
Ask your child to review the work 

they have produced throughout the 
year in their sketchbooks to 
consolidate knowledge and 

understanding. 

Project 2 – Painting Easter 2018 
Project - 3D July 2018 

Exam Assess overall progress 
made throughout the 

year. 

June 2018 
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Drama 
  
Students complete projects which develop skills and confidence in drama, providing a foundation for GCSE 
study. Students experience a range of techniques and styles to explore ideas and issues. They also gain 
experience and expertise in using the drama creatively to shape meaning and communicate effectively with 
an audience.  Students have one 60 minute period of Drama per fortnight and work in mixed ability form 
groups. 
  
Assessment 
During each project students build skills in Making, Performing and Responding. Constructive feedback is 
given verbally. Practical tasks are assessed on completion. This information is used to create a personal series 
of steps towards achievement at GCSE. Targets are created from this to ensure students are at least in line 
with expected progress.  
 

 
Assessment Title Purpose Timing How best to support 

Project 1: 
Introduction to 
Musical Theatre 
 

To build confidence in 
performing. To begin to 

understand the conventions 
of Musical Theatre style. 

Foundational unit; not 
assessed 

October 
2017 

Discuss homework tasks, 
encourage attendance at Drama 
Clubs. Come to watch the school 

production 

Project 2: Mask 
Theatre  

Use Trestle Theatre masks 
to develop 

understanding of body 
language, focus and 

communication 

December 
2017 

Discuss the rules of the Mask. 
Discuss how masks are used in 

other settings. Watch online videos 
of Mask performances. 

Project 3: Mr 
Fox 

To understand how to 
create and build 

dramatic atmosphere 
and tension using  

lighting, sound and 
movement 

 
the  unit: THE CAR TRIP 

February 
2018 

Explore Gothic Fairytales. Watch 
“Series of Unfortunate Events” 

and similar films.   
Discuss the story as it is revealed 
in each lesson. Plan how to use 

light and sound to build tension. 

Project 4: Car 
Trip and 
Performance 
Poetry 

Develop voice and 
movement creatively, 

interpreting a script with 
rhythm, pace and 

action. 

Easter 
2018 

Support with learning lines and 
discuss 

characterisation (e.g. exploring 
voice and movement). 
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Project 5: The 
Witches 

Create clear characters in 
the exploration of key 

scenes from Roald Dahl’s 
play THE WITCHES. Explore 

how design 
enhances the impact of 

key scenes from the play. 

Summer 
2018 

Watch the film version of the 
text  

(available on YouTube) and 
discuss the characterisation 

of The Grand High Witch and 
Boy. Support with creating a 

personal 
design project. 
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Computing 
 
The Computing curriculum at Key Stage 3 follows the core elements of the previous ICT curriculum as well as 
encompassing new developments centred around computer science.  
 
Computing is taught as part of the technology rotation.  Pupils experience each subject for approximately 8 
weeks before moving onto the next.   
In addition to the rotation, pupils also receive a ‘core’ computing lesson every two weeks. 
 
Assessment 
During each unit, pupils are assessed on their knowledge and understanding.  Informal assessments are 
carried out during each lesson and pupils track their progress via the schools learning platform.  Formative 
assessments are carried out at the end of each unit.  Assessments are based on three areas of study; 
Computer Systems, Computational Thinking and Programming Techniques. 
 
Computing – Rotation (8 weeks) 
 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 

Programming 
with Kodu 

Introduce, develop and assess 
knowledge and understanding 
of programming techniques. 
Progress is measured against 
the programming element of 
the initial baseline 
assessment. 

Various Kodu can be downloaded from the Microsoft 
Research website or by clicking ‘here’. 
Encourage your child to download Kodu and 
practice the coding tasks set out on the 
schools learning platform; Firefly. 

 
Computing – Core 
 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 

Baseline 
Assessment 
 

Establish baseline knowledge 
within computing. 

September  N/A 

Computer 
Systems - 
Hardware 
 

Written assessment covers 
key principles outlined in this 
unit.  Progress is measured 
against the initial baseline 
assessment. 

Autumn   Encourage your child to use SAM learning, 
Firefly and BBC Bitesize to consolidate 
classroom activities. 

 Show an interest and support homework 
activities.  

Networking and 
Communication 
– Web Basics 

A combination of practical 
and written assessments that 
cover ICT and Computing 
skills. 
Progress is measured against 
the initial baseline 
assessment. 

Spring   Encourage your child to use SAM learning, 
Firefly, CEOP and Think U Know to 
consolidate classroom activities. 

 Show an interest and support homework 
activities. 

Computational 
Thinking - 
Algorithms  

A combination of practical 
and written assessments that 
cover key principles outlined 
in this unit.  Progress is 
measured against the initial 
baseline assessment. 

Summer  Encourage your child to use SAM learning, 
Firefly and BBC Bitesize to consolidate 
classroom activities. 

 Show an interest and support homework 
activities. 

 

http://www.kodugamelab.com/
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Music 
 
Year 7 students receive two sixty minute lessons a fortnight of classroom music lessons and are taught within 

mixed ability teaching groups.  

Key Stage 3 music is assessed around the three main skills of Listening and Understanding, Performing and 

Composing.  

The Year 7 Curriculum involves bridging units to help students gain the necessary skills to access Secondary 

Music lessons alongside activities to extend gifted and talented musicians. Each topic covered allows pupils to 

develop a love of music, increase their self-confidence and explore their creativity.  

Topics include ‘Finding Your Voice’, ‘It’s all about the beat’, ‘Instruments of the Orchestra’, ‘Exploring World 

Music’, ‘Learning the keyboard through music of The Beatles, ‘Learning the Ukulele’ and ‘Samba music’. 

Within these schemes of work, pupils are able to perform, compose and listen to music across a range of 

historical periods, genres and styles in line with National Curriculum recommendations.   

Assessment 

Students are assessed throughout the year using the new 1-9 criteria within each of the three main skill areas.  

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How best to support 

Baseline Assessment To measure pupils 
listening and performing 
skills in a two part test in 
order to accurately 
monitor progress 

Within the first 
three lessons 
of Half Term 1 

N/A 

Half Term 1: It’s all 
about the beat and 
Finding your Voice. 

To measure the learning 
of ‘rhythmic notation’ by 
completing a theory and 
group performance 
assessment. 

End of half 
term 1/start of 
half term 2. 

Support with the learning of 
specific music vocabulary used 
within the rhythmic notation 
topic. E.g Crotchets and Quavers.  
Attend year 7 concert and to help 
support with the learning of song 
lyrics.  

Half Term 2: Instruments To measure the 
understanding of 
Instruments of the 
Orchestra by carrying 
out a paired composition 
task 

End of half 
term 2 

Support with the learning of 
instruments within the four main 
families of instruments.  

Half Term 3: World 
Music 

A listening task and 
performance task based 
around the ‘World 
Music’ topic. 

End of half 
term 3 

Support with learning subject 
specific vocabulary. 

Half Term 4: Learning 
the keyboard through 
‘The Beatles’ 

A listening task based 
around music of ‘The 
Beatles’ and the 
performance of either 
‘Hey Jude’ or ‘Eleanor 
Rigby’ to assess 
keyboard skills 

End of half 
term 4 

Encouraging students to come in 
and practise keyboard pieces 
within the music 
department/practising at home.  
Continuing to support with the 
learning of subject specific 
vocabulary. 
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Half Term 5: Ukulele 
performance 

To measure the 
performance skills 
developed on the 
Ukulele. 

End of half 
term 5 

Encourage home performance on 
their own Ukulele at home where 
possible or to come in and practise 
at break/lunchtime. 

Half Term 6: Group 
ensemble Samba 
performance.  

To measure group work 
and assessment skills 
developed within the 
‘Samba drumming’ topic 

End of half 
term 6 

Support with learning subject 
specific vocabulary. 
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Students have four 60 minute lessons over the two week timetable. 

They are taught in either a single sex or mixed sex group. 

The PE programme offers a curriculum aimed at developing a range of skills in a variety of activities. Students 
are encouraged to evaluate their own and others' performance in an attempt to help them set targets in 
order that they might improve their performance.  Pupils may experience a number of different roles within 
an activity including player/performer, official, timekeeper or coach. 

 

Assessment 
During the year students are assessed during each module of work.  They are given a grade for both effort 
and attainment; these grades form the basis of their final assessment at the end of the year. 

 

 
 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How best to support 

End of unit 

assessment 

Pupils progress will be 

assessed in their current 

activity 

Every 6 weeks 

throughout the year 

 



Stockport School 

 

 

P
ag

e1
7

 

Religious Education 
 

The aim of Religious Education is to enable students to understand and reflect upon the religious and 
spiritual beliefs, practices, insights and experiences that are expressed in the universal search for the 
meaning of life; and to provide opportunities for students to explore and express their own responses and 
personal beliefs. Progress in R.E. involves students in both the process of learning about and knowledge 
of Christianity and other major world faiths. 

 

Assessment 
During the year, students are assessed according to two attainment targets: 
1) Learning about Religion. 
2) Learning from Religion. 

 
These indicate the levels of knowledge the students are gaining about cultures and religions around the 
world and the level of self-development they are showing as they are exposed to these new ideas. 

 
Assessment Title Purpose Timing  How best to support 

Baseline Assessment To get an accurate idea 

of what level in RE the 

students come to us 

from Primary School. 

September  

Ongoing assessment 

through lessons 

To keep track of student 

progression throughout 

the year. 

 Ongoing Help with homework tasks 
and ask about what they 
are doing in class. 

End of year 

examination 

To gauge overall 

attainment and progress 

for the year and to help 

write reports to parents 

regarding student 

progress. 

Summer term Support with revision for 
the end of year 
examination. 
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Practical Rotation Subjects 
 

During Key Stage 3 students will complete design and make projects which aim to develop their increasing 
knowledge and understanding of techniques, tools and materials within each of the practical rotation 
subjects.  This provides each student with the opportunity to work with a range of different materials and 
equipment throughout the year. 

 

Areas covered: 
 

 Design Technology 

 Graphics 

 Textiles 

 Food & Nutrition 
 Music Technology 

 

 
 

Design Technology 
All students spend their first two lessons learning how to risk assess in the workshop. They then proceed to 
develop practical skills via a design and make task. The work is then levelled on their Designing and Making. 

 
Assessment 
Title 

Purpose Timing How to support your child 

Designing Pupils progress will be 

assessed during the 

design/make process 

and on their retention 

of key information 

Half way through the 

Design & Make Task 

(week 4) 

Ensure all homework is 
completed as it will form part of 
the ‘Design Task’ level and the 
basis of some questions on the 
end of module test. 

Making 

End of Module 
Test 

At end of the module in 
a one hour test. 

 
 
 
 

Graphics  
In year 7, students receive two rotations of Graphics in which they learn basic creative skills in Adobe 
Photoshop. This is taught through a series of exciting and interesting tasks which develop their abilities 
and independent thinking. 

 
Assessment Title Purpose Timing How best to 

support 

Ongoing assessment 

through lessons- including 

self assessment and peer 

assessment. 

To ensure that students have 

a good understanding of the 

tasks they are undertaking in 

every lesson. 

Ongoing Support with 
homework tasks. 

Final assessment To provide a level at the end 

of the rotation indicating 

student progress. 

At end of rotation  
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Food and Nutrition 
 
In Year 7, the Food department delivers 12, 1 hour lessons over an 8 week rotation. Lessons will be taught 
through theory and practical to help equip pupils with basic cookery skills and knowledge. 
Pupils will complete practical lessons in the kitchen to produce a food product to take home. Areas covered 
throughout KS3 are:– 

 Diet and Lifestyle 

 Hygiene and Food safety 

 Food preparation and handling skills 
 Food choices 

 Food labelling 

 Wise food shopping 

 Food Science 
 

 
Theory  work,  practical work  and  homework’s  are  assessed  on  skills  in  the  kitchen,  knowledge  and 
understanding. These are given targets at the end of the 8 week rotation. 

 
Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 

Ongoing assessment 
through lessons- 
including self- 
assessment and peer 
assessment. 
Practical outcomes 

To ensure that students 
have a good 
understanding of the 
tasks they are 
undertaking in every 
lesson. 

Ongoing in 
the 8 week 
rotation. 

Ensure all homework is 
completed, support your child 
with supplying ingredients for 
practical lessons. Encourage 
your child to try new foods and 
be creative in the kitchen. 

Final assessment To provide a level at the 
end of the rotation 
indicating student 
progress. 

At end of Year 
7 rotation 

 
At the end of Year 7 pupils will be:– 

 Aware of the need of a balanced and varied diet to grow 

 Demonstrate safe and hygienic practice in the kitchen 

 Understand food poisoning and how to prevent it 
 Safely use the cooker and have used the grill and oven to produce food products 

 Be able to select, identify and use appropriate tools and equipment safely when preparing and 
cooking food 

 Design, make and evaluate food products. 

 Understand how geography, weather and climate influence the availability of food and drink 
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Textiles 
12 x 1 hour lessons in Textiles over 8 weeks.  In Year 7 students learn about why Textiles are an important 
and essential part of our lives.  They gain knowledge and understanding of methods, techniques, tools and 
materials used within the textiles industry and are encouraged to become creative, imaginative and 
independent designers and makers during the project.    Students follow a brief to design and make a bespoke 
phone case.  They learn how to use equipment skillfully and work safely and productively to a deadline. 

 
Assessment  
Students are assessed on their use and understanding of methods, techniques, tools and materials when 
making their product. 
 
 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 

Animal phone case Assessment of: 
 

Research 

Designing, 

Planning 

Making 

Evaluation 

At the end of 
the 8 week 

project 

Encourage your child to 
complete homework tasks to 

support the work done in class. 
 

Encourage your child to work 
creatively and imaginatively. 

 
Ask your child to review the work 
they have produced throughout 

the year to consolidate knowledge 
and understanding. 
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Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education 

 
All students have one 60 minute lesson per fortnight of Personal, Social, Health, Citizenship and Economic 
Education. 

 
Year 7's have embarked on a program that encourages each student to develop opinions and knowledge 
centered around acquiring life-skills. They have been comparing and contrasting personal identities, 
investigating healthy lifestyles (including high risk activities) and discovering the changes that they face 
while passing through puberty. 

 
During this year students have been encouraged to learn independently and develop generic skills to help 
them understand more about themselves and others in our community. Personal attitudes, values and 
opinions are developed in a variety of ways to help students make informed personal lifestyle decisions. 
Leadership, communication, teamwork and discussion skills are encouraged to develop, as is an awareness 
and tolerance of others and an understanding of different opinions. 


