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English Language and Literature 
 
Students follow the AQA specifications in GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature (which lead to 
two separate GCSE qualifications) and have five, one hour long, lessons per week. These lessons involve the 
study of a range of texts; the development of analytical skills when reading those texts; the ability to write for 
different purposes and audiences and the opportunity to demonstrate speaking and listening skills.   
 
Assessment 
The course is assessed in the form of four terminal examinations at the end of the two year course: 

Language Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing  
Language paper 2: Paper 2: Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives  
Literature Paper 1: Shakespeare (Macbeth) and the 19th-century novel (A Christmas Carol) 
Literature Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry (DNA, Power & conflict Poetry, Unseen Poetry) 
 

Assessment 

Title 

Purpose Timing How to support your child 

Power & 
Conflict 

 

To develop their 
writing skills and the 
ability to consciously 

craft writing for 
effect and be able to 

recognise when 
writers construct 
texts to influence 

readers. 
 

To be able to explore 
modern and literary 
heritage poems that 

are thematically 
linked. To compare 
how writers present 
their ideas and the 

effectiveness of their 
methods. 

Sept-Dec 
2016 

 Encourage your child to find articles in 
newspapers and online that present 
conflict and consider how the writer’s 
ideas are presented. Ask them to 
compare the writer’s viewpoints and 
how language is used to express these 
views.  

 There are many revision videos for the 
poems available on Youtube and there 
are a lot of revision websites 
available. Try to encourage your child 
to look at these, maybe watching a 
few different videos for each poem 
and ask them to explain to you what 
they’ve read or heard.  

Poetry  

Language Paper 
1 Revision  

To develop their 
response to non-

fiction writing and 
support the skills 
needed for their 
Language paper.  

 
 

Jan-May 
2017 

 Discuss the articles from the 
workbook that they’ve read in class 
and ask them about the writer’s views 
and how they’ve expressed them in 
the article. Encourage them to pick 
out lines which they think are 
important and explain how the writer 
has influenced the reader’s opinion.  

 Encourage them to watch different 
versions of “A Christmas Carol” and 
discuss how characters have been 
presented. Pupils should buy a 
revision guide from school and use it 
on a regular basis. Ask your child 

Language Paper 
2 Revision  
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about what they think Dickens’ 
message was and what they learn 
about society at that time.  

Literature Paper 
1 Revision  

 

To understand plot, 
characters and 

themes of Macbeth 
in order to respond 
in their Literature 

exam. 
 

To develop their 
writing skills and the 
ability to consciously 

craft writing for 
effect. 

Jan-May 
2017 

 Ask your child to explain what they 
know about the Shakespeare play. 
Encourage them to relate their ideas 
to particular lines in the text and ask if 
any words or phrases in those lines 
stand out. Try to encourage them to 
say why. Encourage them to research 
the play further on the internet or 
with revision guides and perhaps 
show you essays they’ve written and 
the feedback that they have been 
given. 

 Continue to encourage your child to 
revise the poems online but also they 
might now create their own revision 
packs – such as revision cards for each 
poem. Ask them to explain what the 
poems are about and how they are 
linked by theme.  

Literature Paper 
2 Revision  

Mock Examinations 

Language Mock 
Exam  

 
Paper 1 

To give pupils the 
experience of sitting 

a full Language 
paper in timed 

conditions.  

February 
2017 

 This exam is based on unseen literary 
non-fiction texts from the 19th, 20th & 
21st Century. Encourage your child to 
attend revision sessions and use 
online / purchased revision guides. 
Ideally, students will be reading at 
least an article a day in a newspaper 
or online. They should be using SAM 
learning to work on accuracy 
depending on their targets.  

Literature Mock 
Exam  

 
A Christmas 
Carol & DNA 

To give pupils the 
experience of sitting 

a full Literature 
paper in timed 

conditions. 

February 
2017 

 Check your child has read the 
book/play, encourage them to use the 
internet or revision guides to develop 
depth of understanding. Ask to see 
practice essays written in class and 
check that they understand the 
targets set. 
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Maths 
 
GCSE Mathematics involves the study of number, shape, space and measures, algebra and data handling.  
Since the introduction of the new qualification, there has been a greater emphasis on problem solving and a 
student’s ability to reason their way through an answer.    
 
As a school, follow the Edexcel linear syllabus. This is examined as a terminal examination, with each paper 
being marked out of 80. There are three exam papers - two calculator and one non-calculator, with each 
paper having an equal weighting towards a student’s overall grade. 
 
There are 2 tiers of entry, and access to grades is as follows:  
Higher tier:   9 – 4   
Foundation tier:  5 – 1   
 
For a student to achieve a good pass, they should be aiming to achieve a grade 5. 
 
Assessment  
 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 

Mock Exam To test the understanding 
of the content of the 
Mathematics GCSE 

December 2016 Support with revision for the 
assessment 

 
Encourage your child to log on to 

Method Maths or use Mathswatch 
VLE 

 
Encourage your child to ask for 

revision and attend sessions after 
school 

 

Second Mock 
Exam 

To test the understanding 
of the content of the 
Mathematics GCSE 

March 2017 Support with revision for the 
assessment 

 
Encourage your child to log on to 

Method Maths or use Mathswatch 
VLE 

 
Encourage your child to ask for 

revision and attend sessions after 
school 

 

GCSE 
Mathematics 

Exam 

To test the understanding 
of the content of the 
Mathematics GCSE 

May/June 2017 Support with revision for the end of 
year assessment 

 
Encourage your child to log on to 

Method Maths or use Mathswatch 
VLE 

 
Encourage your child to ask for 

revision and attend sessions after 
school 
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Science (Core) 

 
Students study three modules in each of biology, chemistry and physics (nine modules in total). 

 

The OCR 21st Century course focuses on real life science in everyday situations to engage and motivate the 
students. The internally assessed component consists of a case study and a practical data task. 
The overall final grade is made up of the results of the three terminal exams (75%) and the internally 
assessed controlled assessment (25%). 

 

Assessment 

 
 

Assessment 
Title 

 

Purpose 
 

Timing 
How to support your 

child 

Controlled 
Assessment – 

Case Study 

Contributes to final Science 
(Core) GCSE grade (25% of 

overall GCSE grade). 

June – 
July 2016 

Completed in school. 
Support with time management. 

Internal 
B1 test 
C1 test 
P1 test 

To assess understanding of 
Unit 1 in biology, chemistry and 

physics and to monitor 
progress. 

October 
–  

Novemb
er 2016 

Support with revision for the 
exams. For example, encourage 

your child to attend revision 
sessions, purchase the revision 

guides and use online revision. Use 
the resources available on Firefly 

to support revision. 

Controlled 
Assessment – 
Practical Data 

Analysis 

Contributes to final Science 
(Core) GCSE grade (25% of 

overall grade). 

 
January 
– March 

2017 

Completed in school. 
Support with time management. 

Internal 
MOCK GCSE 

EXAM 
(Biology, 

chemistry and 
physics topics) 

To assess understanding of 
Core Science course, to monitor 

progress and prepare for 
terminal exam in June; including 

gaining experience of GCSE 
exam format. 

February 
2017 

Support with revision for the 
exams. For example, encourage 

your child to attend revision 
sessions, purchase the revision 

guides and use online revision. Use 
the resources available on Firefly 

to support revision. 

Internal 
B2 test 
C2 test 
P2 test 

To assess understanding of 
Unit 2 in biology, chemistry and 

physics and to monitor 
progress. 

Spring 
2017 

Internal 
B3 test 
C3 test 
P3 test 

To assess understanding of 
Unit 3 in biology, chemistry and 

physics and to monitor 
progress. 

Summer 
2017 
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External 
B1, 2 & 3 

GCSE exam 
Contributes to final Science 
(Core) GCSE grade (75% of 

overall GCSE grade). 

 
May – 
June 
2017 

As above with a revision session 
programme. 

External 
C1, 2 & 3 

GCSE exam 
External 

P1, 2 & 3 GCSE 
exam 
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Science (Additional) 
 

Students study three modules in each of biology, chemistry and physics (nine modules in total). 
 

The OCR 21st Century course focuses on real life science in everyday situations to engage and motivate the 
students. The internally assessed component consists of a practical investigation. The overall final grade is 
made up of the results of the three terminal exams (75%) and the internally assessed controlled 
assessment (25%). 

 

Assessment 

 
 

Assessment Title 
 

Purpose 
 

Timing 
How to support your 

child 

Controlled Assessment – 
Practical Investigation 

Contributes to final GCSE 
grade (25% of overall 

GCSE grade). 

July 2016 – 
October 2016 

Completed in school. 
Support with time 

management. 

Internal 
B4, C4, P4 module tests 

To assess understanding 
of Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics Unit 4 and to 
monitor progress. 

 

November 
2016 

Support with revision 

for the exams. For 

example, encourage 

your child to attend 

revision sessions, 

purchase the revision 

guides and use online 

revision. Use the 

resources available on 

Firefly to support 

revision. 

Internal 
Mock Exam 

To assess understanding 
of Additional Science 

course, monitor progress 
and prepare for terminal 
exam in June; including 
gaining experience of 
GCSE exam format. 

December 
2016 

Internal 
B5, C5, P5 module tests 

To assess understanding 
of Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics Unit 5 and to 
monitor progress. 

February 2017 

Internal 
B6, C6, P6 module tests 

To assess understanding 
of Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics Unit 6 and to 
monitor progress. 

April 2017 

External GCSE Additional 
Science Exam - B4, B5, B6 

 

Contributes to final 
Additional Science GCSE 
grade (75% of overall 

GCSE grade). 

 

May – June 
2017 

As above with a revision 

session programme. 
External GCSE Additional 
Science Exam - C4, C5, C6 

External GCSE Additional 
Science Exam - P4, P5, P6 
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Triple Award:  Biology / Chemistry / Physics  
 

Biology, chemistry and physics involves the study of seven modules in each subject over the course of two 
years, and leads to three separate GCSEs. The OCR 21st Century courses focus on real life science in 
everyday situations to engage and motivate the students.  The internally assessed components consists of 
a practical investigation in each subject. 

 
Assessment 
The overall final grade is made up of the results of the three unit exams per subject (75%) and the 

internally assessed Controlled Assessment (25%). 
 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing 
How to support your 

child 

Controlled Assessment 
Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics 

Contributes to final GCSE grade 
(25% of overall GCSE grade for 

biology, chemistry and physics). 

Autumn 
Term 2016 

Completed in school. 
Support with time 

management. 

Internal 
B4, C4,P4 module tests 

To assess understanding of Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics Unit 4 

modules and to monitor progress. 

September 
2016 

Support with revision for 
the exams. For example, 
encourage your child to 
attend revision sessions, 

purchase the revision 
guides and use online 

revision. Use the 
resources available on 

Firefly to support 
revision. 

Internal Mock Exam 

To assess understanding of Triple 
Award Science courses, monitor 

progress and prepare for terminal 
exam in June; including gaining 

experience of GCSE exam format. 

December 
2016 

Internal 
B6, C5,P5 module tests 

To assess understanding of Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics Unit 5 

modules and to monitor progress. 

December 
2016 –  
January 

2017 

Internal 
B5, C6,P6 module tests 

To assess understanding of Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics Unit 6 

modules and to monitor progress. 

February – 
March 2017 

External GCSE Biology 
Exam – B123 

Contributes to final biology GCSE 
grade (75% of overall GCSE). 

May – 
June 2017 

 

As above with a revision 

session programme. 

External GCSE Biology 
Exam – B456 

External GCSE Biology 
Exam – B7 

External GCSE Chemistry 
Exam – C123 

Contributes to final chemistry GCSE 
grade (75% of overall grade). 

External GCSE Chemistry 
Exam – C456 

External GCSE Chemistry 
Exam – C7 

External GCSE Physics 
Exam – P123 

Contributes to final physics GCSE 
grade (75% of overall grade). 

External GCSE Physics 
Exam – P456 

External GCSE Physics 
Exam – P7 
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Geography 
 
The Geography Department is highly successful and prides itself in being able to build strong working 
relationships with the students to assist them to progress and achieve their full potential.  This is 
demonstrated by consistently excellent results at KS3 and GCSE. 
 
In Geography pupils learn to be confident, responsible and resourceful thinkers.  Students learn a wide range 
of geographical skills, knowledge and understanding by using many higher thinking skills which are fun to use 
and help students become better learners.  Students practice teamwork skills and learn in a style which best 
suits them by using exciting and innovative teaching strategies 
 
Controlled Assessment 
Controlled assessment will take place and will be completed by the start of year 11. 
 
Assessment 
Students' level of skills, knowledge and understanding is assessed using previous GCSE exam questions in each 
unit. Students should be able to achieve their aspire grade or better in these unit assessments. 
Students at GCSE in geography are tested throughout the course in the form of exam questions.  These can be 

found in their geography books and help to show progress throughout the formal assessments are end of 

unit/ year assessments to help formally assess students in a similar style to the exam. 

 Assessment 
Title 

Purpose Timing How to support your child 

Changing 
Rural 

Environments  

To test knowledge and 
understanding of the 
whole unit at GCSE 

level using past papers 
and AQA mark 

schemes. 

October  Use the students contents pages 
(found at the start of each unit) to 

check students have the work in their 
book, maybe there have been 

absences.  If so, use the VLE or email 
the geography teacher for direction to 

the work missed.   
 

 Case studies form a large amount of 
marks within the course so students 
must revise.   It is vital students are 

monitored for the amount of time and 
quality of revision. Please check 

progress throughout and allow for 
short rest periods. 

 
 Wherever possible try to visit the 

environments we have been studying 
e.g. a beach, a tourist resort, a forest, a 

hill etc.  This will help develop their 
geographical awareness and build 

subject knowledge which they will not 
experience in the classroom.  

  
 Please ensure students have the 

correct equipment for the school day 
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and have an area at home they can 
keep their geography books safe.    

If they are unsure of any GCSE content 
they must research the subject area 
first but then come to see any of the 

geography staff. 
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History 
 
GCSE History at Stockport School requires students to learn about four major historical topics in detail from 
the Pearson Edexcel (9-1) in History (1HI0) syllabus. 
 
Students have to be able to convey their historical knowledge, source and interpretation skills in detailed and 
structured essays. Students will take three examinations at the end of Year 11 that are worth 100% of the 
History GCSE. 
 
Students study History for five 60 minute periods during the two week timetable. 

 
Examination topics 
 
Year 10 – Modern Depth Study – Weimar and Nazi Germany (30%) 
    Thematic Study and Historic Environment – Crime and Punishment; Whitechapel (30%) 
 
Year 11 – Period Study and British Depth Study – Early Elizabethan England; American West (40%) 
 
Assessment 
 
Over the 2 year course students complete practice exam questions for each period of history, as well as sitting 
MOCK exams for each unit to assess how they are progressing throughout the course. 
 
In June of Year 11, students will sit three exams; Weimar and Nazi Germany, Crime and Punishment and Early 
Elizabethan England with American West. These are worth 30%, 30% and 40% respectively and combined to 
give an overall GCSE grade. 
 
 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 
 

Modern Depth Study – 
Weimar and Nazi 

Germany 

Examination 
practice 

September 2016 – 
February 2017 

Test them from the notes in their 
books. 

Thematic study and 
historic environment – 
Crime & Punishment; 

Whitechapel 

February 2017 – July 
2017 

Period and British depth 
study – Early Elizabethan 

England 

September 2017 – 
November 2017 

Period and British depth 
study – American West 

November 2017 – 
February 2018 

Revision February 2018 – June 
2018 
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Modern Foreign Languages - French 
 

In Year 10 and 11 students follow the AQA GCSE course. The students develop their listening, speaking, 

reading and writing skills in French and take four final examinations at the end of Year 11 in each skills above. 

Each element is worth 25% of the final grade. Over the two year course, the students will study eight modules, 

five in Year 10 and three in Year 11. The topics themes studied are:  

1- Identity and culture 

2- Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

3- Current and future study and employment 

GCSE French has a Foundation Tier (grades 1–5) and a Higher Tier (grades 4–9). Students must take all four 

question papers at the same tier. All question papers must be taken in the same series. 

Assessment 

 
Assessment Purpose Timing How to support your 

child 

Assessment 1 

Au collège 

End of module 

assessment 

GCSE style test in 4 

skills 

Listening, Reading, 

Writing, Speaking 

 

November 

 

Support with revision:  
learning of vocabulary + 

grammar structures 
+ practice responding to 

speaking and writing 
questions. 

 

Assessment 2 

Bon travail 

End of module 

assessment 

GCSE style test in 4 

skills 

Listening, Reading, 

Writing, Speaking 

 

January 
        

 
Support with revision:  

learning of vocabulary + 
grammar structures 

+ practice responding to 
speaking and writing 

questions. 

 

Assessment 3 

Un oeil sur le monde  
End of module 

assessment 

GCSE style test in 4 

skills 

Listening, Reading, 

Writing, Speaking 
 

 March 
         

Support with revision:  
learning of vocabulary + 

grammar structures 
+ practice responding to 

speaking and writing 
questions. 
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Modern Foreign Languages - German 
 

In Year 10 and 11 students follow the AQA GCSE course. The students develop their listening, speaking, 

reading and writing skills in French and take four final examinations at the end of Year 11 in each skills above. 

Each element is worth 25% of the final grade. Over the two year course, the students will study eight modules, 

five in Year 10 and three in Year 11. The topics themes studied are:  

1- Identity and culture 

2- Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

3- Current and future study and employment 

GCSE German has a Foundation Tier (grades 1–5) and a Higher Tier (grades 4–9). Students must take all four 

question papers at the same tier. All question papers must be taken in the same series. 

Assessment 

 
Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 

Assessment 1 

Im Urlaub and zu 

Hause 

Talk about popular holiday 
destinations, the weather, 
different types of holidays and 
holiday experiences. Discuss 
holiday plans, and where people 
live. 

 

November 

 

Support with revision:  

learning of vocabulary + grammar 

structures 

+ practice responding to speaking 

and writing questions. 

 
Assessment 2 

Rund um die Arbeit 

Describe jobs and places of 
work, answering questions 
about a job, understanding job 
descriptions, preparing a 
personal profile for job 
application. Talk about your 
dream job and reasons for 
learning a foreign language. 

 

January 

        

 

Support with revision:  

learning of vocabulary + grammar 

structures 

+ practice responding to speaking 

and writing  questions. 

 Assessment 3 

Eine wunderbare Welt  

Describe international festivals 
and events, describe sporting 
events and the advantages and 
disadvantages of a global 
sporting event. Explain how 
social problems affect young 
people, understanding texts 
about homelessness. Talk about 
environmentally friendly schools 
and explain what a country can 
do to be  environmentally 
friendly 

 

 March 

         

Support with revision:  

learning of vocabulary + grammar 

structures 

+ practice responding to speaking 

and writing questions. 
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  Fine Art 
 

During Year 11 students will complete their second project by producing a final piece in their Mock Exam 
inspired by a past GCSE exam paper which could be titled; Close Up, Arrangements, Art in Boxes, Edges, 
Clothing.  This project along with Project 1: Food completed in Year 10 completes their portfolio of 
work. 

 
They will each sit a Mock Exam to experience working in the Art rooms under exam control conditions and 
gain the knowledge they need along with working closely with their subject teachers of the expectations 
required to be successful in their Final Exam. Students have five hour lessons of Art per fortnight and are 
taught in mixed ability groups. 

 

Compulsory elements for each project are: 
• Research - a collection of photographs, images and written annotation. 
• Recording - Observational drawings inspired by their research as initial ideas. 
• Experimentation - developing ideas and exploring materials and techniques. 
•  Personal Response – A final outcome which demonstrates a clear connection 

with the project them with individual style. 
  

It is vital that each of the above elements are completed to ensure each of the assessment criteria is met. 
 

Assessment  
Students receive direction through written and verbal feedback to support them complete any 
outstanding coursework before their Portfolio of Work (60%) is submitted for marking. This is marked 
against GCSE assessment criteria along with the work they produce for the Final Exam (40%) to award 
them a Final Overall Grade. 

 
Assessment Title Purpose Timing How best to support 

Portfolio Review To present the whole of 
their portfolio for marking of 
Project 1 and current work 
on Project 2 to ensure they 
are on track to achieve their 
potential grade. 

Sept 2016 Ensure your child attends their 1:1 
meeting with their subject teacher, 
with all of their coursework.  You may 
wish to attend this review to 
understand how your child is currently 
working in this subject, hear 
productive feedback and be aware of 
any targets set to support them to 
achieve the grade which truly reflects 
their ability. 

Mock Exam For all students to gain an 
insight of the expectations 
for the final exam. 

December 
2016 

Ensure that if any specialist equipment 
or resources are required (that we are 
unable to provide in school), that your 
child is able to have them ready in 
good time for the exam. 

Final Coursework 
Deadline 

To mark their portfolio of 
work which represents 60% 
of their final mark. 

February 
2017 

On their return to school in the new 
year, ask your child how they are 
working towards handing in all of their 
finished coursework? 
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Final Exam Final opportunity for all 
students to showcase their 
progress on the course. 

Easter 2017 Encourage your child to attend after 
school on a Wednesday leading up to 
the exam to make sure they are fully 
prepared for their exam.  As well as 
taking advantage of more 1:1 time 
with their subject teachers. 
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Drama 
 

Year 11 in Drama is an exciting, challenging and inspiring time. In January, when all coursework 
is completed, students begin their examination preparation. 

 
Controlled Assessment: Blood Brothers 
Practical controlled conditions (6 hours) take place during a workshop which takes a whole school day. 
This workshop/a live professional performance of Blood Brothers is the stimulus for a 3000 word written 
portfolio of analysis. During Year 11, every lesson/rehearsal is crucial and any absence impacts on 
progress/ achievement. Consequently, the department would greatly appreciate your continuing support 
in ensuring that any absences are kept to an absolute minimum. 

 
Assessment 
During Year 11, students compete a unit of coursework (30% of final GCSE grade) and the exam (40% of 
final GCSE grade).  The exam is purely practical but each group must provide approximately 500 words 
explaining how the piece meets the Examination Brief (Realistic Characters) and a script of the piece. 
Performance Support candidates create a PowerPoint/ portfolio of supporting evidence. 

 
Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 

   Blood Brothers  
UNIT 2  

      30% GCSE 

To test knowledge and 
understanding of how 

the Mediums and 
Elements of Drama can 
be used to interpret a 
text in performance. 

October/ 
November/ 

December 2016 

 
Discuss current classwork/ 

examination pieced and 
support preparation for the 
exam. Ways to do this could 

include supporting your child’s 
research/ discussing 

themes/testing lines/ attending 
Dress Rehearsals etc. 

 
Students will be offered/ 

allocated a rehearsal day over 
the Easter Break to programme 
the lighting and sound support 

for their examination 
performances/ presentations 

 
 
 

Encourage your child to plan 
rehearsal time/ attend 

rehearsals agreed by the group.  
During this time there are 
extensive opportunities in 

school for 
support re 

Documentary 
Evidence catch up 

sessions. 

Unit 3  
Mock Exam 

To provide an exam 
experience as close to 
the ‘real thing’ in May. 
This exam generates 

valuable information re 
remaining areas to 

target. 

December 2016 

UNIT 3: Preparation 
for practical 

examination/ 
completion of 

Documentary Evidence 
tasks 

To devise work for 
performance which 

demonstrates skills and 
understanding  

 
 
 
 
 

ance Support Options 
(e.g. 

Set Design ) 

January / 
February 2017 



Stockport School 

 

18 
 

Preparation for 
UNIT 3 

practical examination in 
May 2016 
40% GCSE 

 
Open 
Dress 

Rehearsal 
May 2017 

To rehearse/ script/ 
create work for 

performance which 
demonstrates skills and 

understanding of 
Acting/ Performance 

Support (e.g. Set 
Design) 

May 
2017 
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ICT 

 
GCSE ICT should help candidates to gain an insight into related sectors. It prepare learners to make 
informed decisions about further learning opportunities and career choices. 

 
A GCSE in ICT enables candidates to: 

 
• become independent and discerning users of ICT, able to make informed decisions about its use 

and aware of its implications for individuals, organisations and society, 
• acquire and apply creative and technical skills, knowledge and understanding of ICT in a range of 

contexts, 
• develop ICT-based solutions to solve problems, 
• develop their understanding of current and emerging technologies and their social and 

commercial impact, 
• develop their understanding of the legal, social, economic, ethical and environmental issues raised 

by ICT, 
• recognise potential risks when using ICT, and develop safe, secure and responsible practice, 
• develop the skills to work collaboratively, 
• evaluate ICT-based solutions. 

 
Assessment Title Purpose Timing How best to support 

B061 – ICT in 
today’s world 

Written Paper 
1 hour 

20% 

Covered: 
Sept 2015 – 

Mar 2016 
Examined: 
Summer 

2017 

Support with revision. 

B062 – Practical 
applications in ICT 

Controlled Assessment 
20 hours 

30% 

April - 
July 
2017 

Encouragement with initial research 
and questions. 

B063 – ICT in 
context 

Written Paper 
1 hour 

20% 

Covered: 
Sep-Oct 

2017 
Examined: 
Summer 

2017 

Support with revision and work on the 
pre-release material. 

B064 – Creative 
use of ICT 

Controlled Assessment 
20 hours 

30% 

April 2016 
Nov 2016 – 

Jan 2017 

Encouragement to give their best 
during Controlled assessment 
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Music 
 

Students taking GCSE Music in Year 11 at Stockport School will continue to explore the Units and Areas of 
Study set out by the AQA Exam Board. The AQA GCSE music specification allows pupils to develop and 
demonstrate their musicianship skills through Listening and Appraising (Unit 1- 1 hour paper), Composing 
music to a given strand and appraising (Unit 2), Performing music (Unit 3) and completing a Free Composition 
(Unit 4).   
 
Due to music constantly evolving, these units are explored through studying a wide range of musical genres 
with opportunities for practical learning. Students are required to develop their knowledge and understanding 
of a variety of musical elements and specific music vocabulary. This will be done through exploring the three 
strands set out by the exam board (Popular Music, World Music and Western Classical Traditions).  
 
Pupils compose music in their own chosen genre for the free composition and are required to compose using 
Cubase and Sibelius which are specific pieces of ICT Music Software. Anyone taking GCSE music must be 
having individual instrumental/vocal lessons of their choice and these are provided free of charge by School 
for anyone taking the course.  
In addition to classroom lessons, pupils are expected to practise their chosen instrument and attend 
extracurricular clubs in order to develop solo and ensemble skills.  
 
Assessment 

Students are assessed throughout the year on key pieces of work/performances using GCSE grades. 

Assessment 
Title 

Purpose Timing How best to support 

Performance To measure individual 
performances 
throughout the year 
and measure against 
GCSE criteria.  

 Performance 1: September 
(solo) 

 Performance 2: Solo Mock 
– November 

 Final solo performance 
exam – February 

 Final Ensemble 
performance exam - March 

Ensure pupils are having lessons with 
one of our peripatetic tutors or with 
another tutor outside of school. 
 
Support with ensuring individual 
practise takes place at home 
regularly. Ensuring this practise takes 
place using the mark scheme and 
individual targets given.  

Listening To measure the 
understanding of the 
four main areas of 
study through 
listening and 
appraising questions. 

 Past paper exam 
(September) 

 Mock paper exam 
(December) 

 Regular practise papers 
start in January.  

 Final paper to take place in 
May/June. (1 hour) 

Support with the learning of music 
vocabulary found in each of the four 
main areas of study.     
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Composing To complete a free 
composition (Unit 4) in 
25 controlled hours. 
 
To complete a 
composition that links 
to the given strand (20 
controlled hours).  

 Unit 4 mid way deadline – 
October half term. 

 Unit 4 final deadline – 
Christmas. 

 Unit 2 mid way deadline – 
February half term. 

 Unit 2 Final deadline - 
Easter 

 Final submissions by the 
end of April.  

After school extra controlled hour 
sessions are offered for access to the 
music computers. Encourage 
attendance and question pupil’s 
progress in their composing.  
Encourage pupils to come up with 
compositional ideas in their own 
time on their own instrument.   

Appraisal 
Paper 

To complete an 
appraisal paper  

 April. 

 2 hour exam to complete. 

Ensure pupils are completing 
practise appraisal write ups using 
guidance given in lessons to improve 
exam technique.  
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Music Technology 
 
The VCert qualification in Music Technology is a 2 year course allowing students to develop their knowledge 

and skills in a variety of aspects of Music Technology including the music industry.  The qualification will 

provide opportunities to acquire a number of practical and technical skills.  Students will understand how 

sequencing software systems operate, work with Music Technology software to produce original music 

content.  Apply mixing techniques and effects to produce and complete music projects and create music and 

sound for different contextual applications.  Students will learn a variety of transferable skills such as an 

understanding of electronic devices and computer software in relation to Music Technology.  Music 

composition skills, IT skills, health and safety awareness in relation to Music Technology along with planning 

and organisational skills. 

 

Mandatory Units all students will complete: 

 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 

Unit 1: Setting up and 

operate a digital audio 

workstation. (Internally 

assessed) 

Create a portfolio of 

evidence to show how 

students can use a DAW. 

September 2016 Help students by allowing them 

to research a variety of 

workstations and watch video 

tutorials on how to use a DAW. 

Unit 2: Create music 

using a digital audio 

workstation. (Externally 

assessed) 

To create a piece of 

music using a DAW 

following a set criteria/ 

music purpose. 

This unit is the only 

externally assessed 

module. 

September 2016 Help students by supporting 

them in their research about 

the type of music usually 

played that is focused on in the 

brief. 

 

Optional Units: 

Students complete two of these – one in January 2016 and one in January 2017.  These units are all internally 

assessed. 

Unit 03: Recording multi-track audio 

Unit 04: Mixing multi-track audio 

Unit 05: Developing DJ skills 

Unit 06: Producing dance music 

Unit 07: Working with digital audio 

Unit 08: Sound design 

Unit 09: Microphone techniques in music production 

Unit 10: Location sound recording Optional internally assessed portfolio of evidence 

Unit 11: Live sound  
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Assessment Title Purpose Timing How best to support 

Practice exam To test understanding of 
Y10 

October 2016 Support with revision for 
the practice exam 

Mock Exam  December 2016 Support with revision & 
encourage students to 

attend revision 

Controlled 
assessment 

Requirement of GCSE 
course 

December 
2016 

Encourage students to carry 
out independent research 

using specialist terminology 
and practice writing 

Scenario Scenario practice 
questions 

Feb – April 2017 Students should be 
practicing answering exam 

questions and attending 
revision 

Final practice exam  March 2017 Students should be 
practicing answering exam 

questions and attending 
revision 

 

 

 

Physical Education 
 

During this year the GCSE PE students have taken part in the following practical activities: Circuit Training, 
Table Tennis, Netball, Cross Country, Athletics and Rounders. 

 
The students are expected to take part in all activities to develop their practical skills and an 
understanding of how to improve their own and others performances. 

 
They also have one classroom lesson each week which is used to cover the theoretical part of the course. 

Assessment 
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Religious Education 
 

The aim of Religious Education is to enable students to understand and reflect upon the religious and 
spiritual beliefs, practices, insights and experiences that are expressed in the universal search for meaning 
of life; and to provide opportunities for students to explore and express their own responses and personal 
beliefs. 

 

The Full Course GCSE in RE allows students to partake in all of the above whilst also ensuring that the 
work, effort and achievement is credited in an appropriate and worthwhile manner. 

 

Contemporary Religious Issues: 
Religious Attitudes to the Environment 
Religious Attitudes to Animals 
Prejudice and Discrimination 
Abortion 
War and Peace 

 

Assessment 
Students work is assessed by the criteria of the AQA exam board. 

 
Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to 

support your 
child 

Ongoing assessment 
through lessons 

To keep track of student 
progression through the 

year. 

Ongoing Help with 
homework tasks 

and ask about what 
they are doing in 

class. 

End of module practice 
paper questions 

To measure understanding 
of topic and prepare 

students for the type of 
questions they will be 

faced with in the GCSE RE 
examination 

October half-term 
‘Religious Attitudes to 

Crime and Punishment’ 

Support with 
revision for the end 

of module 
questions November 

‘Religion, Human Rights 

and Social Justice’. Please 

monitor student planner 

for exact dates of 

upcoming topics. 

Year 11 Mock 
Examination 

To test understanding of 
the topics covered over 
the first half of Year 11 
and to help students 

prepare for the 
examination experience in 

the subject. 

December half-term Support with 
revision for the 

Mock Examination. 
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Textiles 
 

GCSE Textiles is an entirely practical course through which students become skilful and confident using a 
wide variety of decorative textiles techniques such as; fabric painting, embroidery, appliqué, transfer print, 
fabric construction, weaving, beadwork and stitching. 

 
Emphasis is placed on the development of ideas and skills within Textile design. 
All projects begin with observational drawing and experimentation with a range of materials. Projects are 
developed through various stages into a finished textiles piece. 
 
Typical units of work include working from natural forms (butterflies, sea life, landscape) and working 
from a theme, e.g. textiles from another culture (Indian, African textiles). 

 
Homework is an essential part of the course and supports and develops the project work done in class. All 
homework contributes to the final grade of each unit of work. 

 
Assessment 

 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 
Project 2 To mark their second set 

of work on the course 
and predict estimated 
grades. 

October 
2016 

 

Mock Exam For all students to gain 
an insight of the 
expectations for the 
final exam. 

December 
2016 

Ensure that if any specialist equipment 
or resources are required (that we are 
unable to provide in school), that your 
child is able to have them ready in good 
time for the exam. 

Final Coursework 
Deadline 

To mark their portfolio 
of work which 
represents 60% of their 
final mark. 

February 
2017 

On their return to school in the new 
year, ask your child how they are 
working towards handing in all of their 
finished coursework? 

Final Exam Final opportunity for all 
students to showcase 
their progress on the 
course. 

Easter 2017 Encourage your child to attend after 
school on a Wednesday leading up to 
the exam to make sure they are fully 
prepared for their exam.  As well as 
taking advantage of more 1:1 time with 
their subject teachers. 
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Graphical Communication 
 

In Year 11, students work on a mock exam question that gets them ready for the format of the externally 
set task. This mock is set at the start of the term and completed before the other mock exams begin at the 
start of December. 

 
In January, the students embark on preparation for the externally set task, which is held in examination 
conditions in March. 

 
Following the externally set task, students have until the start of May to complete the stop motion 
animation project that they began in Year 10, and any other coursework that they feel they would like to 
work on. 

 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 
Mock Exam- 
Human rights 

For all students to gain 
an insight of the 
expectations for the 
final exam. 

September 
to 
December 
2016 

Ensure that if any specialist equipment 
or resources are required (that we are 
unable to provide in school), that your 
child is able to have them ready in good 
time for the exam. 

Final Exam- 
questions to be 
provided in 
January 

Provides 40% of the 
student’s overall grade 
in the subject. 

January to 
Easter 2017 

Encourage your child to attend after 
school on a Wednesday leading up to 
the exam to make sure they are fully 
prepared for their exam.  As well as 
taking advantage of more 1:1 time with 
their subject teachers. 

Final Coursework 
Deadline 

To mark their portfolio 
of work which 
represents 60% of their 
final mark. 

Early May 
2017 (date 
to be 
advised) 

On their return to school in the new 
year, ask your child how they are 
working towards handing in all of their 
finished coursework? 
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Business Studies 
 
Students will prepare for Unit 3 in Year 11; this covers business growth and expansion, organisation and 
communication and international trade. We focus on larger scale business. This is assessed by written 
examination, which accounts for 50% of the final GCSE grade in June of Year 11. 
 
Assessment 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your 
child 

Controlled Assessment Students complete an 
externally set 
controlled assessment 
on a topic from the Yr 
10 syllabus; Unit 2, 
Investigating a Small 
Business. 
 

October to November 
2016 
Written Response 
written in lessons 
during the week 
commencing 14th 
November 2016 

Support with the 
research for this project 
assessment.  

Mock examination Students complete two 
business studies 
examinations; Unit 1 
multiple choice exam 
questions and Unit 3 
extended exam 
questions. 
Both papers are 
previous GCSE exam 
papers. 

December 2016 Support with revision 
Purchase of business 
Studies Revision Guide 
and Revision Workbook 
from school. 
Encourage your child to 
revise using the GCSE 
resources available for 
each unit on Firefly. 
 

GCSE examination 
questions 

Regular homeworks 
that are to help 
students prepare for 
the examinations; 
practising technique, 
improving knowledge 
and understanding of 
the business concepts 
on the syllabus. 

October 2016  to June 
2017 

Support with monitoring 
the completion of these 
homeworks. 
Encourage your child to 
revise using the GCSE 
resources available for 
each unit on Firefly. 
Encouragement to use 
revisions books 
purchased to practice 
answering exam 
questions and identify 
gaps in understanding. 
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Photography 

 
During Year 11 students will complete their second project “Environments” by producing a final outcome 
in their Mock Exam.  This project along with Project 1: Scale completed in Year 10 completes their 
portfolio of work. 
 
They will each sit a Mock Exam to experience working under exam controlled conditions and gain the 
knowledge they need to be successful in their final exam. 
 

Students have five hour lessons of Photography per fortnight and are taught in mixed ability groups.  
 

Compulsory elements for each project are: 

 Research – a collection of initial photographs, photography styles and annotation. 

 Experimentation – Developing images using a range of processes and concepts. 

 Recording – Refine their picture taking in light of formal elements. 

 Personal Response – A final outcome which demonstrates a clear connection with the project 
theme with individual style. 

 

It is vital that each of the above elements are completed to ensure each of the assessment criteria is met. 
 

Assessment  
Students receive direction through written and verbal feedback to support them complete any 
outstanding coursework before their Portfolio of Work (60%) is submitted for marking. This is marked 
against GCSE assessment criteria along with the work they produce for the Final Exam (40%) to award 
them a Final Overall Grade. 

 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 
Portfolio Review To present the whole of 

their portfolio for 
marking of Project 1 and 
current work on Project 
2 to ensure they are on 
track to achieve their 
potential grade. 

Sept 2016 Ensure your child attends their 1:1 
meeting with their subject teacher, with 
all of their coursework.  You may wish 
to attend this review to understand 
how your child is currently working in 
this subject, hear productive feedback 
and be aware of any targets set to 
support them to achieve the grade 
which truly reflects their ability. 

Mock Exam For all students to gain 
an insight of the 
expectations for the 
final exam. 

December 
2016 

Ensure that if any specialist equipment 
or resources are required (that we are 
unable to provide in school), that your 
child is able to have them ready in good 
time for the exam. 

Final Coursework 
Deadline 

To mark their portfolio 
of work which 
represents 60% of their 
final mark. 

February 
2017 

On their return to school in the new 
year, ask your child how they are 
working towards handing in all of their 
finished coursework? 
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Final Exam Final opportunity for all 
students to showcase 
their progress on the 
course. 

Easter 2017 Encourage your child to attend after 
school on a Wednesday leading up to 
the exam to make sure they are fully 
prepared for their exam.  As well as 
taking advantage of more 1:1 time with 
their subject teachers. 
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Media Studies (2 year course) 
 

During the first year of Media Studies pupils have focused upon the four key concepts. Pupils have also 
looked at the role of Print based Advertising, Film Promotion and Magazine Production. 

 
The four key concepts involve the role of media language when communicating ideas, the importance of 
audiences, media institutions and how people and places are represented. 
All 3 subject areas covered look at how each medium influences the public's opinions and beliefs. The aim 
of the year is to question how the media influences our lives. 

 
Assessment 
Over the two years there are 3 controlled assessments (which account for 60% of the GCSE grade) and 

one external exam (which accounts for 40% of the final GCSE grade). 
 
 

Assignments: 
1.   Print based Advertising 
2. Film Promotion 
3.   Magazine Production 

 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 
Controlled 

Assessment 3: 

Magazine 

Production 

To test Research, 

Planning and 

Presentational skills 

across 4 key media 

concepts looking at 

magazine production. 

April – 

November 

2016 

Look at how different genres of 

magazine appeal to potential audiences 

by concentrating upon covers, contents 

pages and features pages. 

Internal Mock 

Exam 

To test understanding of 

exam topic before 

external exam sat. 

March 2017 Look at a variety of examples from set 

topic for that year. 
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Film Studies (2 year course) 
 

Film Studies provides an opportunity for students to develop their love and understanding of how films 
communicate meaning in the world. Film is an extremely important and culturally significant medium in 
the 21st Century and the objectives of the course are to look at the processes involved in film making, how 
films are targeted at specific audiences and to explore the institutional context of this creative industry. 

 
Assessment 

 
6 pieces of controlled assessment make up 50% of the GCSE grade in Y10. 

 

Paper 1 makes up 30% of the GCSE grade and Paper 2 makes up 20% of the GCSE grade in Y11. 
 
 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your 
child 

Internal Exam Practice: 
Paper 1: The Superhero 

Genre (30%) 

To test students’ 
knowledge and 

understanding of the set 
genre, analytical and 

creative skills 

September – 
January 2017 

Looking at film 
extracts, broadening 

understanding of 
genre, looking at 

promotional material 
and business behind 

set genre. 

Paper 2: Films made 
Outside of Hollywood 

(20%) 

To test students 
understanding of films 

made outside of the 
Hollywood studio system 

February – March 
2017 

Look at films made 
outside of America 

and broaden students 
understanding of the 

film world. 

Mock Paper 1: To test understanding and 
develop exam skills 

April 2017 Help revise all 
appropriate notes in 

revision folders. Mock Paper 2: May 2017 
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Media Studies & Digital Media (Dual Award) 
Year 10 Media Studies, Y11 Digital Media 

 
Media Studies GCSE is examined at the end of Year 10. Digital Media BTEC is examined at the end of Year 

11. 
 

The aims of the Dual Option are to offer students of a specific ability the chance to excel in both of these 

creative and analytical subjects. Digital Media BTEC begins as soon as the externally assessed media 

examination is over. The BTEC Digital Media Production course develops student’s knowledge and 

understanding of the media world. Each of the 3 units studied focuses upon a specific brief and students 

are asked to act ‘in role’ to develop and produce their ideas.  Each of the 3 units asks students to be 

creative and original in their approaches to the needs of the brief. There is 1 exam at the end of the 

course which tests student’s knowledge of the creative and media industries. 
 

There are 3 units to the course: 
• Planning and pitching a Digital Product 
• Creating a Digital Media Product. 
• Digital Publishing Production. 

 
It is vital that each of the above elements are completed to ensure each of the assessment criteria is met. 

 
Assessment 
3 Units: Internal assessments account for 75% of the final grade 
1 external exam accounts for 25% of the final grade 

 
All exam revision materials will be provided by Mr. Majid; every opportunity will be made / offered to 
students to return after school to work independently on their units of study. 

 

Assessment 
Title 

Purpose Timing How to support 
your child 

Unit 1: 
Planning 
and 
pitching a 
Digital 
Product 

This unit develops students verbal, written and visual 
communication skills to enable them to understand the 
needs of a specific set brief and target audience. The 
brief comprises of a scenario and students are asked to 
develop an idea, pitch this idea to a client (their 
teacher) and then create a planning portfolio for 
a specific digital product. 

Sept – 
Nov 2016 

Developing 
research skills, 
practicing 
pitches and 
speaking in 
front of others; 
developing 
ideas related to 
a specific brief. 

Unit 2: 
Creating a 
Digital 
Media 
Product 

This unit asks students to develop their idea from Unit 2 
and plan and create a finished digital media product. 
This unit enables students to develop a variety of 
creative skills from storyboarding to script writing. 
Students are asked to create a short promotional film 
linked to the Brief in Unit 1.   Creative digital skills such 
as the use of Photoshop and editing techniques are 
taught and developed. A finished short film forms a 
majority of assessment. 

Nov 2016 
– Jan 
2017 

Photography: 
taking images 
that are 
appropriate to 
the needs and 
expectations of 
the Brief. 
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Unit 3: 
Digital 

This final internally assessed unit asks students to plan, 
design and create a film promotional poster campaign 
for a film of their choice. Students are asked to develop 

Jan - Mar 
2017 

Promotional 
poster 
campaign work: 

Publishing 
Production 

ideas for their own film and then research existing 
promotional poster campaigns. Students then plan and 
fully create 3-4 posters to fit this campaign. The use of 
real images is stressed and the importance of 
Photoshop in terms of production is stressed. The final 
poster campaign is marked and grades awarded for 
form, originality and campaign effectiveness. 

 researching and 
looking at how 
poster 
campaigns are 
created and 
how audiences 
are targeted. 

Final Exam There is one exam for this subject which is timetabled 
and externally marked. The exam focuses upon a 
variety of questions covering the creative and digital 
media sectors. The exam is comprised of short answer 
questions which are based upon learning from Units 1- 
3. 

May 2017 Researching 
different digital 
media platforms; 
developing 
focused exam 
responses from 
homework tasks 
set. 

 
Revision 
techniques and 
creating a 
revision 
timetable. 
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Health & Social Care 

This second year of the GCSE Health and Social Care course begins with a focus on completion of the 
controlled assessment work which we began in Year 10. This complex and in-depth piece of work is worth 
60% of the final GCSE grade in this class and involved a series of tasks which are combined to create two 
major assignment; Job Roles, Skills & Codes and How Services Meet the Needs of Clients. The Controlled 
Assessment is broken down into smaller tasks. Students are taught the elements of each task and are then 
expected to research and plan for each part independently. Students will be asked to use homework time as 
well as allocated time in lesson time. They are then allowed a set amount of time (allocated by the exam 
board) during which they must complete the typing up of their work ready for submission to the exam 
board. Once Controlled Assessment is completed at the end of November, the remainder of Year 11 will be 
spent [preparing for the written exam which is worth 40% of the grade.  
 
Assessment Schedule: 

 Health, Social Care & Early Years Provision (Controlled Assessment) – Nov 2015 to Nov 2017 

 Understanding Personal Development & Relationships (Exam) – Dec 2016 to May 2017 
 

Topic Purpose Timing How to Support Your Child 

Client Profile and 
identification of 
Client Needs 

Controlled 
Assessment 

September 
2016 

The Controlled Assessment involves a good 
deal of planning at home so your child should 
almost always have work to be doing for this 
subject. Encourage them to do as much 
planning as possible as this will be extremely 
useful when it comes to writing up their work 
and will remove much of the stress and 
concern of getting things wrong or running 
out of time. It would help some students to 
have you read over their work to see if it 
makes sense and is logical.  Additionally, 
there are sessions every lunchtime in the 
Health and Social Care classroom to support 
all students in completing this work. Please 
encourage attendance at these.   

Care Services which 
meet Client Needs. 
The National 
Framework and 
Partnerships 

Controlled 
Assessment 

September 
– October 
2016 

Accessing Services: 
Referral Procedures 
& Barriers 

Controlled 
Assessment 

November 
2016 

Interpretation & 
Evaluation 

Controlled 
Assessment 

November 
2016 

    

Life stages and 
expected patterns of 
growth and 
development 

Understanding 
Personal 
Development 
& 
Relationships 
(Exam) 

December 
2016 

A copy of the GCSE Health & Social Care 
textbook by Richard Smithson would be 
really useful as there is no good revision 
guide for this subject. It is available on 
amazon.  
Students will make revision guides and cue 
cards in lessons and it would be fantastic if 
you could quiz your child using these as often 
as possible.  
Encouraging your child to access past papers 
on the AQA website is another good idea for 
revision. Between December 2016 and May 
2017 your child will have specific homework 
(which will be recorded on Firefly) every 
week so ask them about this and encourage 
them to complete it as best they can.  

Factors which affect 
Growth and 
Development 

January – 
February 
2017 

Coping with Life 
Events 

March 
2017 

The Self-Concept and 
The impact of 
Relationships on 
Development 

April 2017 

Revision May – 
June 2017 
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Citizenship 

 
Citizenship education is an important part of the development of a young person. It aims to encourage 

them to participate in decision making, both on a small scale within their school and later on in their 

community. The strength and development of our democracy relies on people participating at a local and 

national level, and especially by voting in elections. 
 

Pupils will be expected to involve themselves with all aspects of the course. By joining class discussions 

pupils will increase their learning and experience true involvement and participation—something which is 

key to this course as part of being a good citizen is about having responsibility and involvement in both 

the local and national community. 
 

This course will cover: 
 

 Rights and Responsibilities 

 Power, Politics and the Media 

 The Global Community 

 Participation in society 

 Environmental Change and Sustainable Development 

 Planning a Campaign 
 

 

Assessment 
 

40% exam (2 x exams of 20% each) and 60% controlled Assessment (2 assessments of 30% each). 
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Sociology 

 
GCSE Sociology offers an engaging and effective introduction to Sociology. Students develop knowledge 

and understanding about the society they are part of and about how sociologists study society. 
 

Sociology is an exciting, interesting subject which has great relevance to students’ lives. It teaches 

knowledge and skills which act as a solid foundation for the future. Students learn to see society in new 

ways and to understand the interrelated nature of key social institutions such as families, education, 

religion, the law, media and politics. 
 

In Year 10 this course will cover ‘Studying Society, Education and Families’ which provides an engaging 

introduction to some of the key concepts within Sociology. Pupils will consider social structures, 

processes and issues which are fundamental to how Sociologists think about things and which allow pupils 

to develop a more sociological way of thinking. 
 

In Year 11 the course will extend this deeper by engaging in the study of ’Crime and Deviance’, ’Mass 

Media’, ’Power’ and ’Social Inequality’. 
 

 Assessment  

 
Pupils will study one unit in Year 10 and another in Year 11. These are equally weighted and are worth 
50% of the final grade.  Both units are externally assessed by a written exam paper, each lasting for 1 Hour 
and 30 Minutes. 
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Computer Science 
 
Students in year 11 follow the OCR J275 specification in Computing and have 5 lessons per two week cycle.  

These lessons involve studying a range of computer theory and programming tasks. 

There are two controlled assessments; a Practical Investigation and a Programming Project.  Both are set by 

OCR and contribute 60% towards the overall grade (30% Practical Investigation, 30% Programming Project). 

This is the final year that this course will run.  A newer GCSE computing course based on the 9-1 structure 

will replace this option from September 2016 onwards.  

 

Assessment Title Purpose Timing How to support your child 

A451 Computing Theory 
Mock Exam 

To assess of overall 
knowledge of computer 
science theory.  40% of 
the final GCSE. 

Dec 16 Support and encourage your child to 
revise each theory unit.  Resources 
from BBC Bitesize, Teach ICT and 
school VLE can be used to support this 
activity. 

A453 Programming 
Project 

Controlled assessment 
component of the GCSE 
30% 

Sept – Dec 
16 
Final 
submission 
May 16 
 

Encourage your child to practice 
programming techniques.  Website 
such as Codecademy can be used to 
support this activity. 

Units 1 – 6 recap and 
revision 

To consolidate 
understanding, keep 
track and fill the 
knowledge gaps in 
preparation for the final 
written exam paper. 

Jan – May 
17 
Final exam 
Jun 17 

Support and encourage your child to 
revise each theory unit.  Resources 
from BBC Bitesize, Teach ICT and 
school VLE can be used to support this 
activity. 

 

 


