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Changes to Curriculum and Assessment – Stockport School’s Transitional Policy 2015-16 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
No doubt you will be aware that there is a lot of change going on in education, including: 
 

 a new National Curriculum; 
 new, more challenging GCSEs; 

 
Most of this is happening over the next few years and your son or daughter will experience some, if not most 
of these changes. 
 
The new National Curriculum has a greater focus on knowledge development, along with the opportunity to 
study the ‘big ideas’ of a subject in greater depth. Another key change is the removal of National Curriculum 
assessment levels in Key Stage 3, something which students and parents have become familiar with. 
 
Overall as a school, we are very happy with these developments because it provides opportunities to provide 
a more appropriate Key Stage 3 curriculum which builds the important foundations for Key Stage 4. We should 
no longer see KS3 and KS4 as separate courses, but rather as a continuum. The new National Curriculum also 
gives us the chance to develop better assessments which highlight specific strengths and areas for 
development within those ‘big ideas’, rather than a vague overall level which can sometimes lack focus. 
 
We will ensure a KS3 Curriculum and Assessment model which: 
 

 is focused on developing the key concepts, knowledge and skills needed for success in KS4; 
 is based on high expectations and challenge for all; 
 adopts a mastery approach to teaching and learning, and uses proven, effective teaching methods; 
 uses regular assessment and feedback which gives all students the chance to develop a secure 

understanding of the key ideas; 
 incorporates high quality end of topic assessments which help students develop the skills needed to tackle 

GCSE examination questions; 
 uses data from assessments which reliably identifies what students have/have not understood and 

informs future teaching and learning, including intervention needs. 
 
 
Life without National Curriculum Levels at Stockport School – Transitional Arrangements for 2015-16 
 

The Department for Education (DfE) announced last year that National Curriculum Levels (used to summarise 
the attainment of students at Key Stages 1, 2 and 3 for the past 20 years) would be removed and not be 
replaced by any new national system. Instead schools are free to develop their own assessment systems which 
best suit the needs of their students. 
 
Secondary schools have not been required to use National Curriculum Levels since September 2014. However, 
primary school students in Year 6 (June 2015) were still being assessed using the National Curriculum Level 
framework and arrived at their secondary schools in September 2015 having sat National Curriculum Tests 
and having been awarded end of Key Stage 2 National Curriculum Levels. 
 
Under our transitional assessment arrangements, students in Year 7, 8 and 9 students will continue to be 
assessed using National Curriculum Levels (suitably mapped to the new National Curriculum). We feel that to 
introduce a new system for this cohort of students would prove unnecessarily complicated for 
students/parents who understand the system of Levels very well at present. 

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-report/provider/ELS/106370


                    

 
A new assessment model for KS3 will be put in place from September 2016 when out first cohort of Year 7 
students arrive without National Curriculum Levels. 
 
What are the new GCSEs like? 
 

From September 2015, new GCSEs have been taught in the following subjects: 
 

 English Language, English Literature and Mathematics. 
 
In September 2016, new GCSE’s will follow in these subjects: 
 

 Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Combined Science, Geography, History, Modern Languages, Religious 
Studies, Art and Design, Drama, Dance, Music, Physical Education, Computer Science, Citizenship Studies, 
Cooking and Nutrition. 

 

(*More subjects will be added to this list in 2017). 
 
These new GCSE’s will be more demanding and require higher levels of literacy and numeracy to access the 
top grades. 
 
Other changes include: 
 

 a new grading scale that uses the numbers 1 to 9 to identify levels of performance, with 9 being the top 
grade; 

 structure where all assessment happens at the end of the course and content is not divided into modules; 
 exams as the default method of assessment, except where they cannot provide valid assessment of the 

skills required. 
 
 

How does the new 9 to 1 grading compare with the current A* to G grading? 

 

 
 
Please be aware that at all of these changes are a reflection of national policy from the Department of 
Education (DfE) and not a stand-alone decision by Stockport School. I should reiterate however, that Stockport 
School generally sees these changes as an opportunity to develop and enhance the education for its students. 
 
Should you have any queries or questions about any of these changes to curriculum and assessment, please 
contact Mr C. Beever, Assistant Headteacher, in the first instance. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

Mr I. R. Irwin 
Headteacher 
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